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City of Westminster
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Introduction
The site of West End Green, 285–329
Edgware Road, has been subject to a
series of archaeological investigations
by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd
(PCA). The site is located in the City of
Westminster, to the south-west of
Edgware Road, the south-east of Church
Street, the north-west of Newcastle
Place and the north-east of Paddington
Green (Fig. 1). The archaeological work
has been carried out under the site code
WEJ09 in advance of the proposed
redevelopment of the site with
commercial, office and residential

properties. This article is specifically
concerned with excavations in ‘Area E1
- West End Green’, a plot of land
located within the footprint of 11, 12
and 13 Paddington Green (Fig. 2). The
archaeological investigations,
conducted between February and April
2011, comprised two evaluation
trenches and an excavation trench
measuring 15m north–south by

11m east–west (Fig. 3). Whilst
truncation associated with more recent
use of the site had caused significant
impact in isolated areas, beyond these
the archaeological sequence was found

to be complex and well stratified. The
earliest archaeological evidence
dated to the mid-17th century, with
buildings constructed on site during the
mid/late 17th, 18th and 19th centuries.1

Archaeological and historical
background
The Roman road ‘Watling Street’ is
located beneath modern Edgware Road,
however no evidence of road-side
activity is known in the vicinity and it is
probable that the area was undeveloped
countryside in the Roman period.2 The
manor of Paddington is documented
from the end of the 12th century,3,4

during which time Paddington Green
formed part of a larger area of common
waste ground, with a small medieval
settlement located at the northern
extent.5 The settlement remained small
during the early post-medieval period,6

with expansion taking place during the
17th century.7 The earliest accurately
surveyed maps of Paddington Green
date to the 18th century8 and show that
settlement had spread to the eastern
edges of the Green by this date.
Amongst these buildings was
Paddington House, a three storey
‘handsome brick structure’ built in the
early 18th century by Denis Chirac, a
retired jeweller to Queen Anne.9 After
Chirac’s death the house passed to his
son and in 1753 permission was
granted to enclose an area of the Green
in front of the house.10 The estate was
leased to John Symmons during the late
18th century and management of the
green was transferred to the parish.11

Late 18th- and early 19th-century maps
show that the east side of Paddington
Green became increasingly built up as
a residential area during this time.
Paddington was transformed from aFig. 1: site location

EXCAVATION REPORT



PADDINGTON GREEN

AUTUMN 2015 London Archaeologist  163

secluded hamlet to a crowded
commuter suburb during the first half of
the 19th century12 and a number of
schools and businesses were
established in the streets surrounding
Paddington Green.13 Urbanisation
continued throughout the mid-19th
century, and by the mid-1870s an
element of urban decay had evidently
set in with the southern Paddington
Green properties described as ‘grimy
looking’.14

Archaeological sequence
Mid 17th century (Phase 2)
A shallow quarry pit and subsoil
horizon represented the earliest activity
recorded on site and were encountered
in the southern part of the excavation.
Two gullies and a ditch truncated the
subsoil and probably represent small
drainage features (not illustrated).
Pottery dated 1630–1680 was retrieved
from these Phase 2 deposits and the
activity relates to modification of
previously unused land.

Mid/late 17th century – early 18th
century (Phase 3; Fig. 4)
A slightly later subsoil horizon overlain
by a gravel dump layer were recorded
in the north part of the site. A largely
sterile accumulated layer and a number
of pits were encountered further to the
east, whilst a silty charcoal layer was
present further to the south. The
charcoal layer dated to the mid/late
17th century, and it is possible that the
high charcoal content may relate to
domestic or industrial activity in the
vicinity at this time. The horizon was
post-dated by mortar-rich dumps and
demolition deposits dated to the late
17th/early 18th century. Two postholes

and three NNW–SSE oriented robber
cuts truncated the demolition deposits,
and it is probable that these features
formed part of a 17th-century building
occupying the south-west part of the
excavation area (Building 1). A mound
of tile, wall plaster and chalk, recorded
in this area, possibly represented a spoil
heap generated during the eventual
removal of Building 1.

The Finds
The Phase 3 deposits produced a rich
assemblage of pottery, clay tobacco
pipe, ceramic building material and
glass dated to the mid/late 17th – early
18th century. Much of the assemblage
was collected from layers concentrated
in the south-west of site and it is
probable that the assemblage had
derived from Building 1. It is of

particular interest that a high number of
butter pots were retrieved from the
deposits; they may suggest a retail
premises or area of food manufacture
existed on site or nearby. Frechen and
Westerwald stonewares and Chinese
porcelains were well represented,
which may suggest a slightly elevated
socio-economic status for the resident
population. The assemblage of pantile,
red brick, floor tile, white mortar and
plaster indicates a high-status building
located on the site or in the vicinity,
whilst quantities of horse bone may
suggest that a knacker’s yard was
located nearby.

Small amounts of metal-working
waste were also collected, as too were
multiple metal objects. Amongst them
were a number of structural fittings
(including fragments of lead window
came), items of personal adornment
(including a copper-alloy pendant and
dress accessory pins) and two coins
(one a Charles I rose farthing). Further
finds include a copper-alloy rumble
bell, an item which would have been
worn as a dress accessory or on a horse
harness, and also a rare example of a
copper-alloy toy musket (Fig. 5). The
hollow-cast toy musket measured

 112 mm in length, with a rudimentary
pan for priming powder that could be
fired with individual grains of birdshot.
The distinctive ‘fish-tail’ butt style of
the toy musket is modelled on English
muskets in use from 1600–1640.

Fig. 2: Area E1: Evaluation Trenches and Excavation Area

Fig. 3: view of excavation area – looking south-west towards Paddington Green
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Early 18th century – late 18th/early
19th century (Phase 4; Fig. 6)
A widespread layer of compacted
gravel, an accumulated silt layer and a
number of waste disposal and drainage
features were attributed to the early
18th century. These deposits were
overlain by early-18th-century
dump/levelling deposits, which were in
turn covered by internal mortar floor
surfaces and the scars of internal
partition walls. A charcoal layer,
occupation deposits and a number of
pits were recorded within the internal
space and may be associated with
activity undertaken inside the building.
A linear cobbled surface was located to
the south-east and was truncated along
its north-eastern edge by a NNW–SSE
oriented robber cut (Fig. 7). The robber
cut denotes the back wall of the 18th-
century property, and it is probable that
similarly aligned robber cuts located
further to the north-east denote part of
the same building (Building 2). The
south-west corner of a second 18th-
century building (Building 3) was
located to the immediate north, the
brick foundations of which were

exposed beneath the later building
fabric of 13 Paddington Green.

Both buildings remained in use
throughout the 18th century. Made
ground and drainage features from this
time were recorded within the footprint
of Building 2, possibly indicating that
there were damp/drainage problems
within the building during the early/mid
18th century. Modifications to the
internal areas were subsequently
undertaken, with a compacted, finely-
crushed red brick/pottery floor
deposited. A number of small rooms
facing Paddington Green were
subsequently constructed and were
represented by a mixture of brick

foundations, linear robber cuts and
robber pits. Building 2 was thoroughly
robbed out during the late 18th/early
19th century, whilst Building 3
remained standing and survived as an
incorporation within the 19th-century
building of 13 Paddington Green.

19th century (Phase 5; Fig. 8)
Two new buildings were constructed
during the 19th century (Building 4 and
Building 5), with their walled front
gardens occupying the previously
developed land fronting onto
Paddington Green. The party-wall
between Building 4 and Building 5, as
well as the back-wall of both properties,

Fig. 4: Phase 3: Mid/late 17th century – early 18th century

Fig. 6: Phase 4: Early 18th century – late 18th/early 19th century

Fig. 5: Phase 3 toy musket

Fig. 7: view of Phase 4 cobbled surface – looking south-west
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was recorded during the initial
evaluation of the site. Modification was
undertaken within the property
boundaries of Building 4 and Building 5
later in the 19th century, with vaulted
cellars, possibly for coal storage,
constructed adjacent to the garden
walls. Extensions were also built to the
rear of the buildings, whilst Building 3
was also modified and remained in use
throughout the 19th century.

19th-century property history (Fig. 9)
Buildings 3, 4 and 5 represent the 19th-
century remains of 11, 12 and 13
Paddington Green, and the individual
property histories are well documented
during this time. At 11 Paddington

Green, the 1851 census records that
Sophia Symmonds ran a school for
twelve pupils,15,16 whilst the census
records of 1861 to 1891 document that
the property was the home of Richard
Metcalfe, his family and their servants.
Metcalfe used the premises, and that of
10 Paddington Green, to practice as a
hydrotherapist (Fig. 10).17

The 1851 census for 12 Paddington
Green records that the house was
occupied by Thomas Barlow
(Government Clerk), his family and a
servant,18 whilst in 1861 the property
was rented by a number of residents
including John Cross (Ship Broker),
James Tomlinson (Timber Merchant)
and Edward Ellison (an ‘Agent of

Woollens and Stuffs’).19 The property
was rented by Jonathan Knight
(Whitesmith) and Charles Warner
(Actor) in 1871,20 whilst by 1881 the
property was listed as the residence of
John Thomas (Wire Worker), his wife,
their six children and their servant.21 At
some point between 1882 and 1891
Richard Metcalfe, resident at 11
Paddington Green, acquired the lease
of the property.22

George W. Millichip (owner of a
local omnibus company), his wife, their
children and their servants were listed
as residents of 13 Paddington Green in
the 1851 census.23 By 1861 the
property was occupied by the Cook
family,24 whilst in 1871 James Redding

Fig. 8: Phase 5: 19th century (overlain on
Ordnance Survey 1869–72)
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(Boot Maker), his wife, their adult
children and a servant are named as
occupants.25 Part of 13 Paddington
Green was also rented by Ignatius Paul
Pollaky, who worked as one of the first
private detectives in Britain and opened
his ’Private Inquiry Office’ at 13
Paddington Green in 1865 (Fig. 11).26

Pollaky continued to work from the
property during the following decades
and by the time of the 1881 census
Pollaky, his family and their servants
were listed as being resident there.27

By the 1890s 11 and 12 Paddington
Green were in use as the Paddington
Radical Club Ltd,28,29 with the club
steward and his family residing at 11
Paddington Green during this time.30

The club’s prospectus described it as ‘a
place of resort after a hard day’s toil,
where the weariness of labour may
cease by social intercourse and mutual
change of opinion’.31 Reverend Doctor
William Stainer acquired 13 Paddington

Green prior to the 1891 census and
established one of six ‘Stainer Homes
for Deaf and Dumb Children’ on the
premises.32 At the same time the rear of

13 Paddington Green was leased to J.P.
Barradell & Co., a bottle manufacturer
and merchant.33

Fig. 9: Ordnance Survey, First Edition, 1869–1872 showing trenches and location of Buildings 4 and 5

Fig. 10: Priessnitz House, Hydropathic Establishment; Metcalfe's Turkish Baths, Paddington Green,
London; 188136
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Discussion
The absence of archaeological evidence
dating to the Roman period is
unsurprising considering the established
belief that the area was undeveloped
woodland at this time. A settlement at
Paddington Green is well documented
during the medieval period, however
the absence of medieval archaeological
deposits  and the limited
quantities of residual medieval material,
implies that the settlement was not

located on site or in the immediate
vicinity. Instead, the available evidence
suggests that this site was undeveloped
land throughout the medieval and early
post-medieval periods, probably being
agricultural land until the mid-17th
century.

The archaeological investigations
demonstrated that the eastern surround
of Paddington Green was developed
during the mid/late 17th – early 18th
century, with associated finds being
indicative of industrial activity, retail,
food manufacture and a knacker’s yard
on site at this time. An assemblage of
finds indicative of a middle class
population were also collected,
suggesting that properties along the
eastern frontage of Paddington Green
was relatively affluent at this time. The
site was redeveloped with residential
properties during the early 18th
century and conform with the
description of Paddington Green as ‘a
rural retreat’34 in the latter part of the
18th century.

Nearby Edgware Road grew as a
busy, commercial thoroughfare during
the early-mid-19th century and the
character of Paddington Green became
a less desirable place of residence at
this time. The earlier buildings on site
were removed and three terrace
buildings, Nos. 11, 12 and 13
Paddington Green, were constructed.
The individual histories compiled for
the terraced houses record a ‘fairly
comfortable’35 population during the
second half of the 19th century, with
the eclectic mix of commercial

functions attesting to the changing
community that had developed in
Paddington Green by the end of the
post-medieval period.
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Fig. 11: caricature of Ignatius Pollaky in
F. Betbeder Figaro’s London Sketch Book of
Celebrities (1874).
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