
SUMMER 2017   London Archaeologist   1

Joint Editors
Jenny Hall and Diana Briscoe

Features Editor
Becky Wallower

Secretary/Advertising
Becky Wallower

Marketing Manager
position vacant

Managing Editor
Peter Rowsome

ISSN number
0024-5984

SUBSCRIPTIONS
£16 post free UK or Europe, £25 rest of 
world, for four issues per year

Contact 
Dr Jo Udall
Membership Secretary
63 Dinmont House
Pritchard's Road
London E2 9BW

Subscribe or renew your subscription 
online at the CBA Online Shop:
https://shop.britarch.ac.uk/Other-
subscriptions/London-Archaeologist-  
Subscription/

London Archaeologist 
is published quarterly by the 
London Archaeologist Association
44 Tantallon Road
London
SW12 8DG

Registered charity number 262851

Printed by
Charlesworth Group
Wakefield

Website
www.londonarchaeologist.org.uk

Summer 2017   Volume 15   Number 1

Commentary
2 Gromaticus

Feature
18 Just the job: Breaking London’s Code

Epigraphist Roger Tomlin has one of the rarest jobs in the 
country, but one that contributes significantly to the 
archaeological record. Becky Wallower visited him in 
Oxford to probe both his work and the results of a major 
project for MOLA.
 

Research
3 EDWARD I’S ENTRANCE CAUSEWAY AT THE TOWER 

OF LONDON 
Excavations of the causeway, revealing phases of 
remodelling
Shane Maher

10 POST-MEDIEVAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE LOCAL 
TOBACCO PIPE INDUSTRY BEYOND NEWGATE
Part 2 report on the later discoveries at 5–7 Giltspur Street, 
City of London
Heather Knight and Jacqui Pearce, with Lyn Blackmore

21 THE MERE BANK, CROYDON
A lost and forgotten earthwork remains an enigma
Graham Gower

Obituary
8 Ivor Noël Hume

Letter
20 Letter to the Editors

Books
26 Reviews

News
28 Mosaic

Diary
Inside back cover

Front cover
This reproduction of a Roman 
stylus writing tablet gives a 
vivid impression of how one of 
the 405 such tablets recovered 
from the Bloomberg site on the 
Walbrook in the City of 
London may have appeared. 
Reconstructed photographically 
by Andy Chopping at MOLA, 
the image incorporates the 
drawn/traced interpretation of 
the inscription by epigraphist 
Roger Tomlin. This is overlain 
on a photo of blackened 
beeswax from Andy’s own 
hive, which is merged into the 
photograph of tablet 29. 

The interpretation can be 
read as: Taurus to Macrinus 
his dearest lord, greetings. 
Know that I am well, Lord, 
which I hope you are in your 
turn. When Catarrius had 
come and had taken the beasts 
of burden away, investments 
which I cannot replace in 
three months. Yesterday I was 
at (the house of) Diadumenus, 
but he (Catarrius) arrived 
unexpectedly for a single day… 

Roger Tomlin’s work as an 
epigraphist, and in particular 
in interpreting the Bloomberg 
writing tablets, is discussed in 
the Just the job feature by 
Becky Wallower on p18. 
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