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Front cover 
 
The great Cosmatesque 
pavement in the sanctuary of 
Westminster Abbey was created 
by Italian craftsmen for Henry 
III’s new church in the 1260s.  
It was the starting point for a 
20-year investigation and 
conservation project, which has 
revealed the pavement as part 
of an extensive, integral mosaic 
scheme at the heart of Henry’s 
Abbey. Warwick Rodwell and 
David Neal’s two-volume book 
on this project won the 2020 
London Archaeological Prize. 
The story behind the many 
discoveries is told in Becky 
Wallower’s feature on p 94.  
The painting on our cover is 
one of hundreds by David Neal 
that record every tessera. 
Painting: © David S Neal


