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London Archaeologist Vols 1–1 to 14–12
Complete PDFs of every issue of London Archaeologist 
from Vol 1–1 (Winter 1968) to Vol 14–12 (Spring 2017) 
are available online from the Archaeological Data 
Service (ADS).  
     These include the three annual Supplements from 
Volume 8 (1996) onwards containing the Fieldwork and 
Bibliographical Round-ups (before that they were 
included in a specific issue), and the Index for each 

Volume. Much of Volume 15 is also available and more 
is released each April. 
    To access this treasure trove of information, please  
go to https://doi.org/10.5284/1000168. Access is free 
and you can download as many items as you like. 
Adjusting the number of records per page to 200 will 
give you everything on two pages. Please note that Vols 
10–15 come before Vols 2–9 in ADS’s running order.
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Excavations by PCA at 
Brandon House in Southwark 
in 2015 uncovered this 
bowling ball, probably made 
of lignum vitae – a hard 
durable wood – it is in 
remarkably good condition. 
Inscribed HR (see above), the 
initials may stand for 
Henricus Rex, or Henry VIII,  
a king who very much liked 
bowling. Henry’s palaces − 
Hampton Court, Nonsuch 
and Whitehall − all included 
bowling alleys.  

Brandon House lay on the 
west side of Borough High 
Street (see LA 14 (6) (2015), 
160−1) and was the main 
residence of Charles 
Brandon, the first Duke of 
Suffolk, a military leader  
and courtier. Brandon was a 
close friend of Henry VIII, 
and became his brother-in-
law when he married Henry’s 
sister, Mary Tudor.  

Games such as tennis, 
wrestling, jousting and 
bowling provided exercise for 
the elite, allowing them not 
just to socialise but also to 
scheme with their peers.  
They chose the shape of the 
bowling ball – either flatter, 
round weighted or round – 
depending on the type of 
playing surface.  
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