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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background

The modern town of Dartford originated as a small Romano-British settlement on Watling

Street, the main road through Kent from London to Dover.  There was then a Saxon

settlement and a medieval market town.  The town stands beside the river Darent, c. 3.75km

from its confluence with the river Thames.  It is some 11km west of Gravesend, 21km north

of Sevenoaks and 22.5km east of London.

This study aims to provide an evaluation of the archaeological and historical remains of the

settlement as a basis for informing decision-making in the planning process where

archaeological deposits may be affected by development proposals. The Kent County Sites

and Monuments Record (SMR) was checked for information relating to the study area (see

below).

In recent years there have been numerous mainly small-scale archaeological investigations

within the settlement and the surrounding area. Considerable quantities of casual finds have

also been reported, often from antiquarian sources. There has, however, been limited

environmental and topographical survey work in the town and its history is largely drawn

from documentary sources.  There are very few surviving historical features in and around the

town but there is archaeological evidence for the Romano-British settlement, and

archaeological, historical and documentary evidence for Dartford’s Saxon and medieval

occupation.  In archaeological terms, Dartford is seen as important because of its documented

history, rather than because of any very significant archaeological deposits, although more

concentrated investigations may change this view.

1.2 Situation

Dartford lies between two hills, close to and partly on the flood plain of the river Darent, at

NGR TQ 545740.  The historic core centred on the High Street lies mainly on an area of

flattish land, just above the flood plain, between 5m and 10m OD, whilst the hills to the east

and west rise to 30m and 35m OD (Figure 1).  Geologically, the town is situated on outcrops

of Boyn Hill Gravel, Upper Chalk, Flood plain gravel and alluvial deposits laid down by the

river Darent (Figure 2).

1.3 Study area

The area selected for general study lies between NGR TQ 525725 and TQ 555755.  More in-

depth study focusing on the evolution of the settlement and its historical components is

centred on the historic core of the settlement between TQ 535737 and TQ 548745.

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA
There are many archaeological data for the town and its surroundings, although many have

been chance finds made between the early nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries, and it is

only since the 1960s that excavations using detailed recording methods have been undertaken.

The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) for the area of study records the following evidence

(see also Figure 3).

2.1 Prehistoric

TQ 57 SW  21- Acheulian implements were found in 1952 during deep excavations connected

with the building of the new Technical College, approx. TQ53607383 (Tester 1953, 72-76).
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TQ 57 SW 27 - About half a dozen Acheulian ovate hand axes found in Pearson’s Pit north of

Heath Road and Princes Road at TQ53107359 are held in Dartford Museum (Strong 1973, 80-

83).

TQ  57 SW 38 - A middle Acheulian ovate hand axe was found in 1961 in the garden of 48

Broomhill Road, at c. TQ52597412 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 44 - A neolithic arrowhead was found in the garden of 11 York Road, at

TQ54977380.  No further information is available.

TQ 57 SW 63 - A late bronze age founder’s hoard was discovered in 1935 during road works

near Watling Street, at TQ525744.  There were six bronze socketed axes with single loops,

fragments of three other socketed axes, part of a looped palstave, part of a winged axe, part of

a sickle, a fragment of a bronze sword and also 20 pieces of bun-shaped bronze raw material

(Brailsford 1947, 175-177).

TQ 57 SW 64 - An Acheulian ovate flint implement was discovered north of Heath Lane, at

TQ 534735 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 68 - Palaeolithic and Acheulian implements were found in 1934, north of Warren

Road at TQ 54217254.  The site of the pit is now occupied by a housing estate and the finds

are thought to be in Dartford Museum (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 85 - Fragments of two iron age urns of c. 200 BC were found c. 1932, east of King

Edward Avenue at TQ 53677438, probably in the grounds of the County Hospital (Dartford

Library Records).

TQ 57 SW 113 - A palaeolithic hand axe was found in Lowfield Street, at TQ 541728

(Wymer 1968, 331).

TQ 57 SW 115 - A palaeolithic hand axe was found east of Hawley Road, at TQ 544726

(Wymer 1968, 331).

TQ 57 SW 116 - A palaeolithic hand axe was found in York Road, at TQ 549737 (Wymer

1968, 331).

TQ 57 SW 117 - A palaeolithic hand axe was found in King Edward Avenue, at TQ 536742

(Wymer 1968, 331).

TQ 57 SW 118 - A palaeolithic pointed hand axe was found in Tower Road, at TQ 535742

(Wymer 1968, 331).

TQ 57 SW 119 - A palaeolithic hand axe was found in the grounds of the Technical College

south of Miskin Road, at TQ 535738 (Wymer 1968, 331).

TQ 57 SW 120 - Palaeolithic flint implements were found north of Heath Lane, at TQ 533737

(Wymer 1968, 328).
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TQ 57 SW 121 - Palaeolithic implements were found close to West Hill School, at TQ

533744 (Wymer 1968, 328).

TQ 57 SW 123 - Four palaeolithic hand axes were found south of Shepherd’s Lane, at TQ

529737 (Wymer 1968, 328).

TQ 57 SW 124 - A palaeolithic cordate hand axe was found in Broomhill Road, at TQ 526744

(Wymer 1968, 328).

TQ 57 SW 134 - Mesolithic tranchet axes were discovered north of Heath Lane, at TQ 533737

(Wymer 1977, 14).

TQ 57 SW 169 - Flint implements and pottery were found at TQ 541735 (RCHME 1988).

TQ 57 SE 67 - A chipped mesolithic axe head, stained orange-red, and two parts of a

mammoth tusk were found in 1956 west of Darenth Road, in a gravel pit at TQ 55027255

(Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SE 121 - Palaeolithic flint flakes have been discovered in Darenth Road gravel pit, at

TQ 550730 (Roe 1968, 148).

TQ 57 SW 211 – An excavation at St. Saviour’s Avenue in the 1970s (TQ 541740) found a

palaeolithic flint implement (DDA 1977, 1980).

TQ 57 SW 216 – During an archaeological evaluation at Lowfield Street prehistoric

occupation material was discovered. The remains were believed to be of later bronze age or

early – mid iron age date (KARU 1994, CAT 1997).

 

TQ 57 SW 221 – During evaluation work at St Edmund’s church in 2001a number of struck

flints were recovered which were interpreted as of later neolithic or bronze age date (HAT

2001).

TQ 57 SW 226 – During evaluation prior to housing development at Powdermill Lane a

number of neolithic flakes and blades were recovered (CAT 2001, 2002).

TQ 57 SW 227 – During the same evaluation palaeolithic deposits were discovered in a

number of test-pits (CAT 2001, 2002)

TQ 57 SW 229 – During excavation at Princes Road / Lowfield Street in 1998, the Canterbury

Archaeological Trust discovered a quantity of struck flints which have been interpreted as of

late neolithic to early bronze age date (CAT 1998a).

2.2 Late iron age and Romano-British

TQ 57 NW 21 - Romano-British foundations have been reported from the Telegraph Paper

Mills (now the Dartford Paper Mills) at TQ53827505, but there is no corroborative evidence

(Payne 1897a, li-lii).
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TQ 57 NW 22 - A skeleton discovered whilst digging out foundations at 6 Joyce Green Walk

lay supine with its right knee raised; it had no grave-goods but was probably Romano-British.

(Dartford Library Records).

TQ 57 NW 24 - Remains of an extensive early iron age or Romano-British cremation

cemetery were found at Sandpit Road TQ53407525.  The gravel pit has been worked out since

c. 1945.  No finds from this site are in Dartford Museum, and the site has since been filled in

(Maidstone Museum Records).

TQ 57 NW 29 - Fragments of a first century Romano-British flagon and bones were found at

34 Oslerberg Road, Temple Hill in 1962, at TQ54657512.  The finds were presented to

Dartford Museum (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 NW 40 - Romano-British burials were discovered in 1980 and 1983 in the back garden

of 17 Trevithick Drive, at TQ54747505.  The five inhumations in individual graves probably

represent a small cemetery.  Two of the graves contained pottery dated to the last quarter of

the first century AD (DDA 1980 and 1983)

TQ 57 SW  7 - Romano-British material has been found in the vicinity of the High Street at

TQ54217402 - A pavement of plain red tesserae under the corner shop at the entrance to

Lowfield Street (Spurrell 1889, 312). TQ54227402 - A small globular vessel, found in 1833,

according to the British Museum ‘definitely not Romano-British’ (Dunkin 1844, 91).

TQ54297398 - Foundations of a Romano-British building were exposed in 1866 to the west of

the church (Spurrell 1889, 312). TQ543740 - Romano-British pottery, dating mainly to the

first century and including some Samian ware, was found to the south of the Hugh Street

(Balls 1959, xlvii).   TQ54317406 - Romano-British pottery sherds were found to the north-

west of the church (Dale 1958, lxii). TQ54217399 - Upchurch ware was found in Lowfield

Street c. 1938 (TDDAS 1938, 12-13).  Second century coarse ware and a Samian ware platter

were found on the site in 1960 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 9 – Remains of a cemetery on East Hill.  In about 1792 workmen discovered a

human skeleton in a large sarcophagus and quantities of pottery c. 1m below the surface.  A

second stone sarcophagus, larger than the first, was found in the upper part of the field c.
1797.  The body in this was covered in chalky cement, which retained the impression of grave

clothes.  In 1804, a workman, digging in the field for gravel, found a large number of

skeletons orientated north-south, and buried side by side in wooden coffins.  Finds included a

tear jar of clear green glass, an earthenware vessel and fragments of corroded iron.  In 1822,

another stone coffin with a female skeleton, traces of linen covered with cement, and a coin of

Constantinopolis were found (Dunkin 1844, 16).

In 1965, 35 graves with traces of wooden coffins from an inhumation cemetery on East Hill

were discovered in an east-west excavation trench centred at TQ54657383.  The human

remains were in poor condition, due to the nature of the soil.  In 1988 more graves were

excavated between Sterndale Road and an artificial scarp to the north.  Eighty-three were

excavated and a further 103 were visible after the soil was stripped off.  Very few grave-goods

were recovered, although two burials were in lead coffins and another contained pottery,

bronze objects and a glass vessel.  The layout of the cemetery suggests that there may have

been grave markers.  At the northern end of the cemetery there were pagan burials with grave-

goods and a few coffins; in the south there were later Romano-British Christian burials
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aligned east-west in coffins and mostly without grave-goods (Cockett 1973, 220-221; Leyland

1989, 33-35).

TQ 57 SW 10 - In 1887 a Romano-British ligula (strap) of unusual form was found with

bones in Highfield Road, at approx. TQ53837397.  It is made of bronze, richly inlaid with

silver and banded with a black material (Payne 1889, 206).

TQ 57 SW 11 and SW 178 - A Romano-British villa was discovered in 1895 in Tenter’s Field

east of Central Park, at TQ54647345 (Payne 1897b, 50-51).  Excavations carried out ahead of

landscaping in 1979 revealed a building at least 30m long east-west and c. 15m wide, remains

of store rooms, a kitchen and a room with an opus signinum floor.  A rubbish pit outside the

kitchen contained vast quantities of pottery, bone pins and needles, fragments of glass, a

bronze brooch and iron nails.  Evidence suggests that the villa was demolished sometime

between AD 250 and 300.  There may also have been a large barn with stores and stabling, but

nearly a half of the features had been ploughed away in antiquity (Baker 1986, 7, 8-9, 50).

TQ 57 SW 12 - Romano-British foundations were discovered in Walnut Tree Avenue in 1886,

at TQ54177299.  The remains included numerous tiles, extensive foundations of wide rooms

and passages, and coins of Romano-British date (Spurrell 1889, 312).

TQ 57 SW 13 - A Romano-British bronze bowl was found pre-1892 in the road at the north-

west corner of Dartford church, at TQ54377400 (Maidstone Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 15 - A perfectly preserved first century Romano-British brooch was found at the

west end of Heath Lane, at TQ53247345 (Maidstone Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 19 - Romano-British pottery reported from Priory Close may derive from roughly

TQ53617464 (Spurrell 1889, 307).

TQ 57 SW 26 - A Romano-British pot, possibly a cinerary urn, was found in ‘Pearson’s Pit’

north of Heath Lane and Princes Road, at c. TQ53077353 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 35 - A silver coin of Vespasian was found on West Hill, at TQ53657417 (Spurrell

1889, 312).

TQ 57 SW 36 - Evaluation excavations on land east of Holy Trinity Church, at TQ54357405,

in 1995 and 1996 revealed a Romano-British ditch, occupation deposits, much first and

second century pottery, a little later pottery and a Roman coin dated c. AD 81-96.

Seventeenth to nineteenth century graves were also encountered (SEAS 1996).

TQ 57 SW 39 - A Roman quadrans coin ‘showing wolf and twins’, was found in 1936 in

Heath Lane, at TQ534735 (Cumberland 1936, 16).

TQ 57 SW 40 - A coin of Antoninus Pius was found in Princes Road in 1936, at TQ533733

(Cumberland 1936, 16).

TQ 57 SW 41 - Two Romano-British earthenware vessels, one of which was inscribed

‘MANSVETVS’, were found accompanying a female inhumation in Heath Lane, at

TQ530732.  Both vessels have since been lost (Dartford Museum Records).
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TQ 57 SW 42 - An excavation at Park Place, at TQ54597393, unearthed stone foundations c.
1m thick , a coin of Agrippa and ‘many broken urns of very crude workmanship and various

forms’.  Sherds of green-glazed pottery and a silver crucifix were also found.  The date of the

foundations cannot be determined from the report (VCH III, 89).

TQ 57 SW 43 - A brass coin of Antoninus Pius was found at the junction of Princes Road and

Lowfield Street, at TQ541733, and given to Dartford Museum (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 45 - A coin of Vespasian was found c. 1961, at TQ525745 (Dartford Museum

Records).

TQ 57 SW 50 - A coin of Nero was found in the gutter at the east end of Essex Road, at

approx. TQ53947420.  It had probably been thrown out of one of the nearby front gardens (OS

Record Card).

TQ 57 SW 52 - Traces of Romano-British foundations were found in 1941, at the north-west

entrance to the St Vincent’s Boys’ Home, at TQ54767467 (Clark 1942, xxxvi).

TQ 57 SW 55 - A small pot of dark brown ware, probably dating to the late first century BC

or the first century AD, was found in 1959 on Temple Hill, at TQ54887497.  The pot had

accompanied a burial which was scattered and lost (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 57 - Possible iron age or Romano-British potsherds were found in 1959 during

building operations at Temple Hill, at TQ54937491  Possible seventeenth century plague

burials were also uncovered.

TQ 57 SW 59 - A first century Romano-British flagon of white clay on display in Dartford

Museum, and a second held in store there, were found in Spital Street, at c. TQ53987407

(Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 67 - A Romano-British coin-mould was dug up in a garden in the High Street, at c.

TQ542741.  The mould is the first example to have been found so far south in England, and is

held by the British Museum (Keyes 1933, 454). 

TQ 57 SW 73 - A sestertius of Marcus Aurelius (AD 161-180) was found in 1956 under the

turf at Heath Lane tip, at TQ52887324 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 75 - A Romano-British first century AD bronze fibula brooch was found in 1912

to the north of Heath Lane, at TQ534735.  It is in Dartford Museum (Dartford Museum

Records).

TQ 57 SW 79 - A first century AD Romano-British flagon was found in Hythe Street, at

TQ542744 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 80 - The lower half of an early first century Romano-British pot of coarse reddish

clay, with grooved and pointed-stick decoration, was found in 1959 in Oakfield Lane, at

TQ53337277 (Dartford Museum Records).
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TQ 57 SW 91 - Romano-British interments were found c. 1900 west of Temple Hill, at

TQ540746.  The skeletons were orientated north-south, with the head to the north.  Both

graves were c. 1m below the surface.  The only associated find was a brass coin of Claudius

(Payne 1900, lii).

TQ 57 SW 107 - Late iron age and Romano-British potsherds were found in the High Street,

at TQ54337400 (Dale 1971, 210-215).

TQ 57 SW 138 - Romano-British pits, ditches, foundations, occupation debris and pottery

were found on the west side of Lowfield Street, at c. TQ541740 (Wilson 1974, 459; Wilson

1975, 283).

TQ 57 SW 166 - At least two metalled Romano-British tracks approaching the ford of the

river Darent were discovered during 1974-1986 excavations on the lawn of Bridge House, at

TQ54457396.  Successive fording points and evidence of an early bridge were recorded.

Romano-British building material and pottery plus medieval potsherds from later deposits

were recovered.  South of the ford the course of the river in Romano-British times was

different from that of today (Baker 1986, 4 and 50).

TQ 57 SW 172 - Romano-British pits, ditches and foundations were found during rescue

excavations on the east side of Lowfield Road, at TQ542739 in 1973.  Late first- to fourth

century pottery and domestic rubbish were recovered.  Five medieval hearths, associated

floors and thirteenth and fourteenth century pottery suggested that there had later been a row

of medieval timber buildings there (Borthwick and Davies 1973, 110-115).

TQ 57 SW 174 - Evidence for Romano-British, medieval and post-medieval occupation were

found at Oakfield Lane County Primary School, at TQ54057289 (RCHME 1988).

TQ 57 SW 177 - Excavations in 1977 and 1980 at St Saviour’s Avenue, at TQ54427402,

discovered a Romano-British metalled surface, probably a subsidiary trackway from Watling

Street.  The eighteenth century waterfront, consisting of cobbles and flints with an oven or

hearth built of roof tiles, was also found (Baker 1986, 50).

TQ 57 SW 193 - Scatters of Romano-British and medieval potsherds and an eighteenth

century rubbish pit were found in 1992 in an archaeological test-pit on derelict land near The

Phoenix Public House, at TQ541741 (DDA 1992).

TQ 57 SW 194 - Excavations in advance of redevelopment of The Mason’s Arms public

house, at TQ54007415, uncovered a Romano-British deposit containing much domestic

rubbish, including pottery, bronze brooches and the bones of a human foetus (KAS 1990).

TQ 57 SW 212 – An excavation at St. Saviour’s Avenue revealed a Roman metalled surface

which was interpreted as a trackway leading from Watling Street (DDA 1977, 1980).

TQ 57 SW 215 – Excavation at Holy Trinity Church carried out by Archaeology South East in

1996 discovered a ditch. The fill contained evidence of wheat, barley, corn and vetch as well

as the bones of cattle, sheep or goat and small mammals. The pottery assemblage included a

wide range of types – mostly of Kentish origin but also Verulamium and Camulodunum
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fabrics and some Samian ware. The date of the assemblage ranged from 70-150 AD (ASE

1997).

TQ 57 SW 219 – An archaeological evaluation was carried out by Hertfordshire

Archaeological Trust in 2000 prior to redevelopment at St Edmund’s church. A number of

features and three burials were discovered which were believed to be of late iron age date.

Roman pottery was also found across the site and two Romano-British structures were

discovered which are believed to date from the early Roman period (TQ 57 SW 230)  (HAT

2001).

TQ 57 SW 222 – During evaluation work in 1998 in advance of the construction of a

supermarket at the Priory Centre a truncated Romano-British topsoil was discovered which

contained two cremation burials. Subsequent work discovered a possible gully and another

cremation or pyre (CAT 1998, 1999)

TQ 57 SW 223 – During an evaluation at the site of the former Dartford Adult Education

Centre in 2002 an iron age ditch together with Romano-British burials, bronze age pottery and

palaeolithic flints were discovered (CAT 2002)

TQ 57 SW 224 – During evaluation work prior to the development of a site at East Hill House

a substantial iron age ditch was discovered. Aligned NW – SE it was 2.2m wide and 2.3m

deep and a late bronze age or early iron age sherd was recovered from its fill (CAT 2002)

TQ 57 SW 225 – Evaluation prior to housing development at Powdermill Lane in 2001

discovered a first to second century field system (OA 2001, 2002)

. 

TQ 57 SE 18 - During building work in 1955 at Temple Hill County Primary School, at TQ

55177496, a number of rubbish pits containing coarse ware of first century AD late iron age

type and some animal bones and teeth were found.  The pits indicate that there was a

settlement in the area.  A silver denarius of Domitian was found at the site of the new school

at Fullwich Road in 1953 (Grove 1953, 157;).

TQ 57 SE 19 - First century Romano-British cremation burials were discovered in 1955

during the excavation of the foundations of the new school at Temple Hill, at TQ 55147478.

Approximately 15 vessels, some almost complete and others represented by single fragments

were found together with calcined bones (Tester 1956, 253-254).

TQ 57 SE 26 - A first century brass coin was found in 1936 on the Carrington Road

Allotments, at TQ550742.  Obverse: ANTONINUS AUG. PIUS T.P. XIII, with the head of

Antoninus Pius.  Reverse: S.C. with Felicitas holding a cornucopia (Cumberland 1936, 16).

TQ 57 SE 43 - A worn and indecipherable Romano-British brass coin was found in the garden

of 40 St Vincent’s Avenue in 1951, at TQ55067467.  Presented to Dartford Museum, but no

longer held there (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SE 134 - Evaluation excavations in 1992, west of Farnol Road at TQ55227494,

revealed post-holes for both substantial and small posts, although it was not possible to

identify specific structures related to them.  Struck flints, daub and late iron age and Romano-

British potsherds were also found (CAT 1992).
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2.3 Saxon

TQ 57 SE 21 - A skeleton of a child of about seven years of age, found in 1937 in the cutting

c. 90m north of the railway bridge at Bow Arrow Lane, at TQ55457451, was probably of

Saxon date (Priest 1937, 15).

TQ 57 SE 23 - Several tumuli believed to be a Saxon cemetery once stood on the summit of a

prominent ridge north of Brent Road, at TQ55337347 (Spurrell 1889, 307).

TQ 57 SW 34 - An Saxon occupation site, at The Burroughs Welcome Chemical works at

TQ54597452, revealed animal bones, sherds of coarse hand-made pottery and a bone pin at a

depth of c. 1m below a modern floor.  They have been attributed to the seventh century AD

(Tester 1956, 256-259).

TQ 57 SW 37 - Three Saxon spearheads, a shield-boss, a brass ring c. 7cm in diameter and a

few yellow beads were found by workmen in 1818, at TQ54817297 (Spurrell 1889, 307).

TQ 57 SW 207 - An Saxon inhumation cemetery was found in 1997 during an evaluation

excavation in advance of housing development on land adjacent to Holy Trinity School, at

TQ53757405.  Twenty burials were found in 1997, five had been found earlier.  Twenty-four

were single inhumations and one a double coffin-burial with an adult and a neonate.  Grave-

goods, including iron knives, seax, shears, a key and a bronze pin, suggest a probable eighth

century date.  A late bronze age to iron age pit, three eleventh to fifteenth century pits, and

post-holes with two parallel beam-slots from an eleventh to twelfth century structure were

also found (ASE 1997).

TQ 57 SW 220 – Prior to redevelopment at the site of St Edmund’s church and vicarage in

2001 an archaeological evaluation and excavation were carried out by the Hertfordshire

Archaeological Trust. Together with evidence of late iron age activity (TQ 57 SW 219)

extensive early medieval evidence was discovered. A ditch and possible grubenhaus were

found during the evaluation and then a large cemetery containing 51 burials was discovered

during subsequent excavation (HAT 2001, 2002).

2.4 Medieval

TQ 57 SW 14 - Site of St Edmund’s chapel and cemetery, at TQ54667399; one of three

chapels mentioned in Domesday Book and demolished after 1547.  The chapel was reputedly

built of flints and stood nearly in the centre of the burial ground (Dunkin 1844, 96-107).

TQ 57 SW 90 – The former site of Dartford Priory. This was a house of Dominican nuns, or

Sisters of The Order of St Augustine and the only one of its kind in England. It was founded

by Edward III in 1349 and dissolved in 1539 when Henry VIII built a manor house on the site.

Several portions of medieval walling survive on the site.

TQ 57 SW 136 - Timber and stone structures, pits, hearths and thirteenth to eighteenth century

pottery were found in Spital Street, centred on TQ54057408 (Webster and Cherry 1975, 245).

TQ 57 SW 141 - A ditch with medieval pottery has been found at TQ543740 (Mynard 1973,

187-199).
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TQ 57 SW 156 - Site of the medieval manor house of Horsman’s Place, Lowfield Street, at

TQ54077383.  First mentioned in 1321, it was rebuilt several times and demolished c. 1800

(Baker 1983, 289-290). 

TQ 57 SW 163 - Medieval pottery and some Romano-British potsherds were found c. 1975

during investigations to the rear of 32 Spring Vale, at c. TQ53937389 in (DDA 1975).

TQ 57 SW 164 - Romano-British and medieval potsherds were found c. 1974 during a small

excavation in the back garden of 37 Orchard Street, at TQ54107425 (DDA 1974).

TQ 57 SW 167 - Excavations c. 1977 off Bullace Lane, at TQ54397410, revealed a late

medieval chalk and flint trackway leading from the river in the general direction of the

medieval priory.  At that time the river was much wider and the track may have been used for

carting shiploads of building materials during the building of the royal manor house on the

priory site (Baker 1986, 50)

TQ 57 SW 173 - Investigations in 1977 to the rear of 38 High Street, at TQ54287407,

discovered the foundations of a medieval building standing at right angles to the north side of

the High Street.  The building had mortared chalk and flint foundations with evidence of

timber-framed walls and a tiled roof.  Numerous post-medieval rubbish pits, probably from a

nearby inn, had cut the foundations, the largest containing wine bottles, clay tobacco-pipes

and domestic pottery (Baker 1986, 28, 29).

TQ 57 SW 228 – During an archaeological excavation by the Canterbury Archaeological

Trust in 1998 at Lowfield Street, a copper alloy buckle dating from twelfth to fourteenth

centuries was discovered (CAT 1998a).

2.5 Post-medieval

TQ 57 SW 28 - A late sixteenth or early seventeenth century brick kiln was discovered in

1912 in Pearson and Sons’ brickfield off Heath Lane, at TQ530733.  The kiln was constructed

of bricks 20x10x5cm (8x4x2 inches) in size, and had probably been made on site.  Roofing

tiles with square peg holes were also found (Priest 1931, 92-5).

TQ 57 SW 33 - Site of Dartford Gunpowder Mills south of Manor Way (Powder Mill Lane),

centred on TQ54807290.  Built as a paper-mill in the 1580s, it was converted into a

gunpowder factory in 1732 and continued to produce gunpowder and explosives until the end

of World War I.  The site was excavated and the structures preserved in 1983 and 1984

(Dunkin 1844, 305-307; Keyes 1933, 395; Philp 1984, 1-15)

TQ 57 SW 139 - The remains of a well lined with chalk-blocks were discovered in 1974 to the

rear of The Royal Victoria and Bull Hotel, High Street, at TQ 54177403.  The fill contained

two complete stoneware bottles, fragments of clay-pipe stems and part of a red earthenware

dish.  The stoneware bottles must have been made for The Bull Inn between 1700 and 1750

(Garrod 1975, 286-288).

TQ 57 SW 142 - Site of the Bridewell (gaol) on the west side of Lowfield Street, at TQ

540735.  Built in 1702, it was demolished in 1932 (Priest 1932, 11-12).
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TQ 57 SW 162 - Excavations c. 1986 revealed the site of a post-medieval clay tobacco-pipe

factory at 15 -17 Overy Street, at TQ 54517405.  It operated 1832-1892.  An almost complete

range of types was recovered (Baker 1986, 32-33).

TQ 57 SW 165 - Evidence of post-medieval occupation was revealed at Acacia Hall south of

the High Street, centred on TQ 54417391 (DDA 1978).

TQ 57 SW 175 - Excavations in 1989-90 to the rear of the former Mason’s Arms Public

House, at TQ 54187403, uncovered several post-medieval rubbish pits containing eighteenth

and nineteenth century pottery and glass, and medieval and Romano-British potsherds and

tiles.  There was also evidence for a clay tobacco-pipe workshop, probably nineteenth century

(DDA 1990, 51, 1).

TQ 57 SW 176 - Excavations in 1976 at Overy Street car park, at TQ 54467406, discovered a

chalk floor and a sixteenth century wall by the riverside, below which were deposits

containing Romano-British material (Baker 1986, 27).

TQ 57 SW 179 - Excavations in 1977 in Woodman’s Yard, Bullace Lane, at TQ 54277414,

revealed two post-medieval rubbish pits.  One contained a wealth of sixteenth and seventeenth

century glazed pottery; a complete pig skeleton was buried in the other.  Traces of a Romano-

British metalled track or minor road running north from Watling Street were also recorded

(Baker 1986, 28, 50).

TQ 57 SW 194 Evidence for an eighteenth century clay tobacco-pipe workshop and

eighteenth to nineteenth century rubbish pits were found when excavating in advance of

redevelopment of The Mason’s Arms Public House, TQ54007415, although most of the

discoveries were Romano-British  (KAS 1990).

TQ 57 SW 206 - The site of Phoenix Mill, east of Hythe Street, at TQ 54267468.  Built as a

seed crushing and cattle-cake manufacturing plant in 1796; it burnt down in 1852 and was

rebuilt as a paper mill.  The site has subsequently been redeveloped with modern industrial

buildings (OS Record Card).

TQ 57 SW 8 - The site of a denehole, at TQ 52857390 (Dartford Museum Records).

TQ 57 SW 213 – A slot cut into the riverbank revealed the eighteenth century waterfront

consisting of cobbles and flints leading down to the river (DDA 1977, 1980).

TQ 57 SW 214 – Excavation by the Dartford & District Archaeological Group discovered a

small industrial site containing part of an oven or hearth made of roof tiles. Seventeenth

century documents show the land was owned by a series of people all of whom were glovers

by trade (DDA 1977, 1980).

TQ 57 SW 217 – A building recording survey carried out by Oxford Archaeology in 2001 at

5-9 Overy Street, recorded a seventeenth century timber framed three storey building (OA

2001a)

TQ 57 SW 218 – A building recording survey carried out by Oxford Archaeology in 2001 at

1-3 Overy Street recorded a two storey seventeenth century timber framed building (OA 2001)
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TQ 57 SW 1014 – A royal manor house was built on the site of Dartford Priory in c.1543. The

manor house, a two storeyed L-shaped brick building, is incorporated within the premises of

the engineering company at the site.

3 HISTORICAL RECORDS
3.1 Domesday Book:

The Domesday Survey of 1086 recorded that Tarentefort (Dartford), in the lathe of Sudtone
(Sutton-at-Hone) in Achestan (Axton) hundred, was held by King William.  The manor was 1

½ sulungs (c. 130hectares) in extent, with land for 40 ploughs.  There were also 142 villagers,

10 smallholders and 3 slaves, a mill, 22 acres of meadow and 40 acres of pasture, 8 small and

3 large dens of woodland in the Weald for the pannage of pigs and 2 hithes (harbours or

quays).  It was valued at £60 in 1066, and was assessed as either £60 or £90 in 1086.  Some

disputed land included a meadow and a further 10 acres of meadow, an alder grove, a mill,

and 20 acres of arable land.  The manor church (worth 60s.) was held by the Bishop of

Rochester, and three other small churches are mentioned.  

3.2 Origin of place name

The place name of Dartford first appears as Tarentefort in 1086, probably meaning ‘the ford

on the river Darent’.  The place-name can be traced to its present form thus:

1086 Tarentefort … 1089 Darenteford
1196 Derentford … 1219 Derteford
1544 Dartford   

4 HISTORICAL DATA BY PERIOD
Dartford, situated at the tidal head and lowest bridging point of the river Darent, and at the

northern end of the rich and fertile Darent valley, is a place of considerable antiquity.  Chance

finds and many small-scale excavations have yielded evidence for activity and settlement from

the palaeolithic period to the Middle Ages.

4.1 Pre-urban evidence

4.1.1 The Prehistoric period
The lower Thames valley is the richest and most well-known area in the country for

palaeolithic archaeology and Quaternary geology. Flint artefacts from the lower palaeolithic

period are found in abundance in deposits in the Dartford to Northfleet area. Fragments of an

early human skull, associated with hand-axes and dating to around 400,000 years ago, were

found at Barnfield Pit, Swanscombe, and are amongst the earliest such remains in Europe.

Important palaeolithic remains have also been found at Bowman’s Lodge Pit and Wansunt Pit

on Dartford Heath, and there is much debate about whether Pleistocene deposits at Dartford

Heath are the same date as those at Swanscombe or relate to an earlier part of the Thames

sequence. Many hand-axes have been found around the town, particularly on the west slopes

near Heath Lane and Miskin Road.  

Scatters of neolithic flint implements have been found in the area, particularly to the south of

Dartford in the floodplain of the river Darent.  A hoard of 17 bronze age gold penannular-

brooches and a founder’s hoard have also been discovered. Late bronze age/early iron age

features were recorded at a site at the junction of Princes Road and Lowfield Street. The finds

include two rare copper alloy pins of continental origin that may have been deposited as a
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votive offering. The presence of a high status late bronze age/early iron age site is suggested

in the vicinity. An iron age settlement has been recorded recently at Temple Hill (SMR No TQ

57 SW 219, 230).

4.1.2 The Romano-British period
Dartford may have grown up as a trading centre for the rich farming communities and villa

estates of the Darent valley, and may also have served as a posting station on Watling Street

(Margary route 1).  The cemeteries discovered on the high ground above Dartford suggest that

there may have been a sizeable settlement there.  The cemetery on the south side of East Hill,

300m south-east of Dartford parish church, contained more than 240 inhumation burials, some

in stone coffins and many in wooden coffins; they date from the late first- to fourth centuries

AD, the later burials being probably Christian (TQ 57 SW 9).  More research is needed to

decide whether Dartford was a small Romano-British town rather than a minor roadside

settlement.

4.1.3 The Saxon period
Little is known about the early Saxon period at Dartford and only a limited amount of

archaeological evidence has so far been found in and around the town.  A probable occupation

site has been discovered next to the river Darent 500m north-east of the parish church but no

structures were identified although there was an occupation deposit containing domestic

rubbish, hand-made pottery and a seventh century bone pin/needle.  A fifth-seventh century

(based on provisional dating) cemetery with at least 51 graves was excavated recently on

Temple Hill (SMR No. TQ 67 SW 220) about 1km to the north east of the town. A cemetery

of unknown size is inferred by the discovery of three iron spearheads, a shield-boss, a ring and

beads at Powder Mill Lane, to the south side of the town.  Several Saxon barrows,

representing another cemetery of unknown extent, possibly of sixth or seventh century date,

were recorded on a prominent ridge above the town on the south side of East Hill; they have

since been destroyed.  Yet another cemetery of unknown extent lies on West Hill beside

Watling Street; at least 25 graves containing grave-goods of seventh-and eighth century date

have been excavated.

By the late Saxon period, Dartford was part of a royal estate, and with Sutton-at-Hone it had

eight small and three large dens in the Weald.  It may have developed into a market town

before the middle of the eleventh century, for it had much potential.  For example, it was

probably the economic centre of the royal estate, its position at the crossing of the river Darent

provided excellent communications, and it was an ecclesiastical centre.  

4.2 Urban evidence

4.2.1 The medieval period
In 1066,William the Conqueror acquired the Saxon royal estate with Dartford at its centre, and

transformed it into a royal manor.  By that time it had a parish church two hithes

(harbours/quays) and a population of 650-800 people.  During the following centuries

Dartford grew into a market town on the pilgrimage route to Canterbury, with hospitals, a

Dominican priory, chapels, and a hermitage. 

4.2.1.1 Markets and fairs

Although there was probably a market at Dartford before the Norman Conquest, its first

market charter was granted by Edward I in the late thirteenth century, and confirmed in 1305.

The market must have been held west of the church, where the High Street widens out
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slightly, a common arrangement in medieval undefended market towns.  A market cross

similar to that at Sevenoaks was provided for in a will of 1442.

Dartford also had an annual fair on the eve, day and morrow of the festival of St Margaret

(29th July).  

4.2.1.2 The manor

The Crown owned the manor of Dartford from the mid-eleventh century and it was held by

Norman tenants until the loss of Normandy in the early thirteenth century when all English

lands held by Normans were forfeit to the Crown.  Thus, Dartford reverted to royal hands, in

which it stayed until the Reformation.  It was amalgamated with the manor of Chislehurst c.

1330. 

4.2.1.3 The church

The parish church of Dartford is one of only three Kentish churches to be dedicated to the

Holy Trinity.  The other two, Canterbury cathedral and Milton Regis church, were minster

churches, and Dartford was probably the same: it had three dependent chapels in 1086.  It

must have been founded in the late Saxon period, perhaps first built of timber but then rebuilt

in stone as late Saxon stone mouldings were reused in the Norman tower.  The earliest stone

church may have consisted of a nave and chancel with a tower, but there is no certain

evidence for the last feature.  The church and its three dependent chapels are mentioned not

only in Domesday Book but also in the Domesday Monachorum of c. 1089 and in the roughly

contemporary Textus Roffensis..  At the end of the eleventh century Bishop Gundulf diverted

the income of the church to the almonry of Dartford priory, but the income was returned to the

see of Rochester in 1185.  In 1291 it was listed as Dethesford and valued at £30 (Taxatio of

Pope Nicholas IV).

A large, squat tower of flint and tufa was added to the north side of the chancel c. 1100.  The

chancel was rebuilt with a Lady Chapel to the south during the first half of the thirteenth

century, and a chapel dedicated to St Thomas Becket was built on to the north side c. 1220-

1250 to cater for the Canterbury pilgrims.  During the early fourteenth century the nave was

completely rebuilt, and there were major alterations in the fifteenth century.  The church

reached its greatest extent c. 1450 when the Lady Chapel was enlarged and a two-storey vestry

was added to the north end.  An extra stage was added to the tower c. 1478 to accommodate

six new bells recast from the old ones. 

4.2.1.4 Other religious organisations

Chapel of St Edmund
In 1326 John de Bikenore of Dartford founded the chapel of St Edmund King and Martyr on

the east side of the town.  A chaplain was licensed, and the chapel was endowed with 5 marks

for his support.  Bikenore’s widow and son Robert were the patrons until 1371 when the

advowson passed to Dartford priory.  The chapel was ruinous by 1496 and was dissolved in

the reign of Edward VI, although the churchyard continued to be used for burials until the

beginning of the nineteenth century.  

The hermitage and chapel of SS Mary and Katherine
The cell of the hermits who maintained the ford over the river Darent before a bridge was

built c. 1410 stood on the east bank of the river.  The Bishop of Rochester licensed the hermits

to receive alms for conducting travellers, particularly pilgrims, across the ford, and at the same
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time the lord of the manor provided boats for the river crossing.  In 1330 the rent for the

passage over the river was worth 13s. 4d.

In 1338 a chapel dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Katherine Martyr was founded

at the crossing, and from then onwards the hermits were connected with the chapel.  Even

when the first bridge was constructed, the hermits remained active in controlling the ford, for

the bridge was for pedestrians only.  Their duties ceased c. 1535, and thereafter the cell and

the chapel fell into disrepair.  Their remains were demolished when the bridge was widened in

1754.

The hospital of the Holy Trinity
An almshouse for five poor persons was founded in 1452, to be maintained by the vicar and

churchwardens of Holy Trinity parish church.  It stood close to the church and near the bridge,

and at the time of its foundation was the only almshouse in West Kent.  The remains of the

building and its chapel were demolished in 1754 when the bridge was widened (Bushell 1976,

75; Fowler 1926, 217; Porteus 1979, 77).

The hospital of SS Mary Magdalen and Laudus
A leper hospital dedicated to SS Mary Magdalen and Laudus was founded on West Hill on the

outskirts of Dartford before the middle of the thirteenth century, but is first mentioned in

1256.  In 1485 a licence allowing the hospital to collect alms was issued; this may have been

the hospital’s only source of income, apart from bequests.  It is mentioned in a will of 1491,

and in the rental of the manor of Temple in 1509 where it is referred to as the ‘Spytell House’.

It survived into the post-medieval period. 

The manors of the Knights Templars and the Knights Hospitallers
In c. 1186 Henry II granted to the Knights Templars a carucate or c. 20 hectares of land in

Dartford, which was to become the Manor of Temple.  The Knights Hospitallers acquired

lands in Dartford at about the same time; they had a manor at Sutton-at-Hone by 1199 and

later established a Commandery with a church there. 

When the Templars were dissolved in 1323 their estates were settled on the Hospitallers, who

acquired more land from Edward III in 1327.  By 1402 they held c.25 hectares in the marsh

belonging to the manor of Sutton and c. 20 in the Manor of Temple at Dartford.  At the

Dissolution the Crown seized the properties, and the Commandery was sold.  All the

remaining property was sold at the beginning of the seventeenth century.

The Dominican priory
Proposed by Edward II in 1321 as the only house of Dominican nuns in England, it was not

until 1345 that the Chapter of Rochester approved the King’s plan and placed the house under

the care of the friars of King’s Langley, Hertfordshire, six of whom resided at Dartford.  By

1356 the buildings were sufficiently advanced for 14 nuns to take possession, with their

prioress being Matilda.  The next year Edward II granted 200 marks for the construction of the

church and 100 marks for lead for the roofs of the church and other buildings; building work

was completed by 1361.  

It is doubtful whether the priory ever housed the 40 nuns for which it was originally designed,

but it made up its numbers through the daughters of nobles and gentlefolk who were sent there

for their education, and the many well-born women who used it as a retreat.  The house was
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granted many rights, lands and privileges by Edward III and his successors, and early in the

fifteenth century the sisters must have felt themselves virtually independent for they tried,

unsuccessfully, to free themselves from the control of King’s Langley.  The many donations

of land, property and money increased the prosperity of the priory, which was valued at £380.

9s. ½d. in 1535 (Valor Ecclesiasticus).

The Priory was dissolved in 1539, the nuns were pensioned off and the property sold.  The

priory buildings, however, remained in the hands of the Crown and Henry VIII began to

convert the priory into a royal residence, similar to those he was building at Rochester and

Canterbury.

4.2.1.5 The royal manor house

The nunnery was largely demolished in 1541 when foundations for the new royal apartments

were laid, apparently within a moated enclosure.  The project was completed in 1544 at a cost

of about £6,600.  There were two sets of apartments, for the king and queen respectively, each

including a presence chamber and chapel, but the exact layout cannot be reconstructed.  The

apartments, however, had glazed windows and the whole structure lay around two courtyards

surrounded by a battlemented wall with an east and a west gate.

4.2.1.6 Industry and trade 

The quayside
Two hithes or quays on the tidal stretch of the river Darent north of the parish church were

recorded in 1086, and by the end of the medieval period there were four small quays.  Small

ships brought building materials for the parish church and priory in the thirteenth and

fourteenth centuries, and c. 1541 materials for the royal manor house were landed at Priory

Wharf (later Queen’s Wharf).  Agricultural products were shipped out, particularly to the

London markets.  

Fishing
Fishing must have been fairly significant in the medieval period.  Until the early sixteenth

century the royal manor was entitled to six salmon every year and the priory received a yearly

rent of £50 for a fishery.

 

Inns
During the medieval period inns for travellers and pilgrims were established in the High

Street, which was on the line of the London to Dover road.  By 1508 they included Le Bell Inn

(later The One Bell Inn) on the corner of Lowfield Street, The Hart Inn and Le Hole Bull Inn

(where the Royal Victoria and Bull Hotel stands today) on the south side of the High Street,

and The Sarazen’s Head Inn, Le Maiden Hedde, The Cock-on-the-Hoop, The Bulls Head, The

Swan and The King’s Crown Inn on the north side.

4.2.2 The post-medieval period
4.2.2.1 Markets and fairs

The weekly Saturday market and the annual fair continued to be held until the nineteenth

century.  Its corn market was one of the biggest in Kent and until 1769 it was held in Corn

Market House, which had been built in 1576 in the middle of the High Street on the site of the

medieval market cross.  It was a timber-framed structure with windows on each side, standing

on wooden columns providing a covered area for market stalls.  An external wooden staircase

gave access to the hall.  At the same time butchers’ shambles were built over the Cranpit
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Stream near The Bull Inn, whilst the fish market was held adjacent to The One Bell Inn at the

west end of the High Street.

Corn Market House was demolished in 1769, because it had become inconvenient for trading

and a hindrance to traffic, and was replaced by a new market hall on the south side of the High

Street.  By c. 1840 the market had expanded to 30-40 butchers’ stalls and a similar number of

fishmongers and greengrocers encroaching on the High Street.  A cattle market was held every

month in the yard of The Bull Hotel. The corn market moved there, but was closed in the

1890s when traders began to deal directly with London..  General produce stalls continued to

line the High Street on Saturdays until 1936 when road improvements led to the market being

moved to Market Street.  Today, Dartford has two weekly markets, in the High Street on

Saturdays and at Instone Road on Thursdays.

4.2.2.2 The manor 

The manor remained a possession of the Crown until 1584 when Edmund Walsingham of

Chislehurst acquired it.  In 1613 his heir separated the manors of Chislehurst and Dartford and

sold Dartford to Sir Robert Darcy who also owned Dartford Place (formerly the priory) and

the former lands of the Templars (later Temple Farm).  The manor then passed through

various families, being held by Sir Charles Gould at the end of the eighteenth century.

4.2.2.3 The church

In 1702 the six old bells were recast and two new ones cast to form a peal of eight.  Ninety

years later the church was heavily restored when its south-west corner was removed for road

widening.  The nave wall was heightened and a clerestory inserted at the same time.  There

was a second restoration by A. W. Blomfield in 1862-3 when the chancel arch was rebuilt, the

chancel and sanctuary floors were raised’ and a new east window inserted.  In 1877 he also

added a steep-pitched roof to the nave.  The flint facing and quoins of the tower were restored

in 1910.  

4.2.2.4 The royal manor house

After the death of Henry VIII, Edward VI granted the property to Sir Thomas Seymour in

1547, and in 1548 Anne of Cleves was given it.  Queen Mary restored the priory to Dominican

sisters in 1557, but on her death it reverted to Elizabeth I who retained it and stayed there

during her progresses through Kent in 1559 and 1573.  Some of the buildings were

demolished in 1598.  In 1612 Sir Robert Darcy acquired what remained, and his family held it

until the reign of Charles II when it became a farmhouse.  Only the west gatehouse and the

south-west corner of the outer court escaped demolition; they survive as ruins today. 

4.2.2.5 Other religious organisations

The first Wesleyan church in Dartford was founded in 1794 in two converted cottages in

Hythe Street, but a new one was built off Hythe Street in 1798, and enlarged in 1819.  A Zion

chapel built in Priory Road in 1794 survived only until 1821 when it was converted to a

National School.  It later became a chapel for Strict Baptists, who also opened the Antioch

chapel in Lowfield Street in 1848.  An Independent chapel was built in Lowfield Street in

1819; the Congregational Home Missions Society adopted it in 1847 before erecting the

Congregational church (now United Reform church) on West Hill in 1882.  A Baptist chapel

was opened in Waterside in 1844, and the Baptist church in 1868.  The Spital Street Methodist

church was built in 1845 and enlarged in 1910, and the Primitive Methodist church was built

on East Hill in 1874.  In 1886 the Salvation Army opened a hall in Overy Street, moving to a
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new citadel in Hythe Street in 1912.  The St Anselm’s Roman Catholic church was built in

Spital Street in 1900, whilst the Presbyterians opened a church in Watling Street in 1910.

Various other Christian organisations became established in the town during the twentieth

century and several earlier churches were rebuilt.

4.2.2.6 Schools

Grammar school
In 1576 the Grammar School for boys was endowed and until 1709 it was held in an upper

room of Corn Market House in the High Street.  It then moved temporarily to the parish

church, then to the master’s own house, and finally in 1865 the school was built on its present

site.

Charity and National schools
When it was founded in 1748, The Charity School was held in the St Thomas Becket Chapel

in the parish church with whose Sunday School it merged in 1816.  The National School on

West Hill opened in 1826 and had 200 pupils by 1842.  In 1877 it absorbed the infant school

which had stood in Waterside since 1843. 

4.2.2.7 The house of correction and bridewell

In 1611 a house in the High Street became a House of Correction for the town’s criminals, and

was still functioning in 1785.  A large brick-built Bridewell was built in Lowfield Street in

1720, remaining in use as a gaol until 1818 when the new Maidstone Gaol was opened.  It was

demolished in 1932. 

4.2.2.8 Industry and trade

The quayside
In 1566 there were at least four quays or wharves on the river Darent to the north of the town

i.e. the Town Wharf, the Queen’s House quay (formerly the Priory’s Wharf), one belonging to

the Rochester Bridge wardens and one privately owned.  The lord of the manor, who was also

steward of the town, licensed landings there.  Seven small ships were recorded then, but no

fishing is mentioned.

By the nineteenth century there were three large wharves, the Lower Wharf, Steam Crane

Wharf and Phoenix Wharf.  They were built to accommodate barges carrying raw materials to

the newly established industrial plants by the river north of the town.  River traffic declined to

a mere trickle in the twentieth century when the road system was improved. 

Ironworks
An iron-working mill for slitting iron bars for window bars, barrel hoops, nails and wire was

established c. 1590.  In the mid-seventeenth century John Browne founded a brass mill; it was

converted to a sawmill in 1780 and then became a cotton mill. 

In 1792 John Hall established an iron foundry in Waterside for building marine steam engines.

The engineer Richard Trevithick spent 1833, the last year of his life, working at Hall’s and is

buried in Dartford.  Guns and gun carriages were also made, and as the ironworks expanded it

diversified its production to provide equipment for the local paper mills, cement works, zinc

works and gas works, and became a major employer in the town.
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Paper manufacturing
In the 1580s, John Spilman, jeweller to Elizabeth I, erected the first English paper mill to be

worked as a commercial success.  He leased two water mills on the river Darent and converted

them for manufacturing white paper.  Other paper mills were built nearby.  One near

Brooklands to the south of the town was erected by 1679, and rebuilt c. 1756.  There was yet

another mill by 1787, and the Phoenix Paper Mill, manufacturing machine-made paper, was

opened c. 1852.  Ten years later Ettick Forest Paper Mill was built.  It became The Daily

Telegraph Paper Mill in 1866 and was renamed the Dartford Paper Mills in 1929.  More paper

mills were built in the twentieth century.

Gunpowder manufacture
The first gunpowder mill at Dartford, was opened in a former paper mill in 1739.  After

explosions in 1745 and 1775, it went bankrupt in 1778 but began to flourish after it was sold.

By the early nineteenth century it was one of the largest gunpowder manufactories in Britain

with several mills, numerous outbuildings and stores, and a network of waterways to control

the water for powering the mills.  There were, however, many explosions.  One in 1790, for

instance, destroyed four mills and killed seven workers; another in 1794 killed 11 workmen,

and two years later six were killed.  An explosion in 1827 killed three workers, and in 1833 at

least 16 separate detonations destroyed several mills, damaged buildings in the town and

killed eight workers and several horses.

In 1850 the works amalgamated with Charles Laurence and Son of Battle to become Pigou,

Wilks and Laurence, and by the late nineteenth century had expanded to more than 100

buildings.  Despite further explosions and casualties, the works remained one of the country’s

most important producers of military gunpowder until the end of the nineteenth century, but

then the invention of smokeless powders, particularly cordite, threw the mills into decline.

Production of explosives ceased c. 1907, and the works were abandoned.  A cartridge-filling

factory, however, which was founded nearby in 1884 continued in production until after

World War II. 

Breweries
There were a number of small breweries in Dartford in the seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries, including a malthouse in Hythe Street c. 1686 and two breweries in High Street and

Lowfield Street.  The Lowfield brewery continued brewing, although under various different

owners, until 1924 when it was closed and the buildings demolished.  The Oak Brewery in

Hythe Street was established during the 1830s, rebuilt in 1890, and demolished in 1939.  The

Crown Brewery on the north side of the High Street lasted for only 20 years after its

beginnings in 1835 and, finally, the Wilmington Brewery in Hythe Street was established in

1860 and demolished in 1984.

Coaching services and inns
Stagecoaches travelled along the London to Dover road via Dartford from the mid-

seventeenth century, and once the road was turnpiked in 1836, some 72 coaches passed

through Dartford every 24 hours.  It was a main staging post, although the destination for only

a few coaches.  Local coaches from Sevenoaks and Gravesend and carriers’ wagons

supplemented the long-distance transport, which was served by four coaching inns, The Bull

Inn, The Bull and George Inn, The Eight Bells Inn and The Black Boy Inn.  Coaching services

declined with the arrival of the railway, and had more or less ceased by the 1860s. 
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4.2.2.8 The railway

By 1845 an omnibus service connected Dartford to Greenwich where passengers could join

the train to London.  In 1847 work began on the line from Greenwich to Strood via Woolwich

and Dartford, and a station was opened at Dartford in 1849.  In 1866 a new line from London

to Dartford via Sidcup (the Dartford Loop-Line) was opened and two platforms were provided

at Dartford Junction Station.  In 1895 the London to Dartford via Bexleyheath line was

opened.  By 1910 Dartford Station had three platforms (Bushell 1976, 93 and 100; Porteus

1979, 90).

4.2.3 The modern town
When Celia Fiennes visited Dartford in the late seventeenth century it was ‘a little neate

town’; a century later it was ‘a handsome and wealthy town’ with about 400 houses, a

gravelled highroad and stone-curbed footway, and a handsome bridge.  The greatest growth

came in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries with the expansion of the industrial areas

to the north and south.  The population increased to meet the industries’ employment

demands, and housing estates were built west, south and east of the historic core.  

House building and industrial expansion continued during the second half of the twentieth

century, changing the face of the early town (Figures 5-9).  In 1974 Dartford District Council

was formed when the Municipal Borough of Dartford, Swanscombe Urban District and the

Rural District were amalgamated.  Today, the town centre still maintains some of its character

as a coaching town, particularly in the High Street where several fine inns still stand, but the

town is also a modern shopping and trading centre with all the associated features.  The local

industries and service trades provide much local employment, but increasing numbers

commute to work elsewhere.  The rail service to the capital is good, and the A2 trunk road

connects with the M25 at the Dartford tunnel and bridge crossing.  In 1986 the Dartford

International Ferry Terminal opened, providing a freight service to and from the Continent.

The built-up area and population are still growing.  Although modern urban growth has

destroyed most of the historic buildings in the core of the town, the centre still retains some of

its earlier character. 

4.2.4 Population
In 1086 the manor of Dartford had a recorded population of 155, probably representing a true

figure of 650-800.  There were 218 householders in 1301, representing 800-1,100 inhabitants.

The Hearth Tax of 1663 suggests that c. 1,279 people lived in the town, and by the 1790s

there were c. 400 dwellings housing a population of roughly 2,500.  At the first official census

of 1801 the population of Dartford is given as 2,406 and by 1831 it had nearly doubled to

4,715.  The rapid growth continued, reaching 6,224 by 1851, 8,298 by 1871 and 18,644 by

1901.  In 1991 Dartford had 63,514 inhabitants. 

5 URBAN CHARACTERISTICS
The following summary of the principal urban characteristics in Dartford has been divided

into those of the medieval and post-medieval periods (ie. pre- and post-dating c. 1540).  The

summary is not comprehensive; most nineteenth century maps give details of additional

features.  Thus an attempt has been made to list only the principal post-medieval features.

Figure 10 shows the historic buildings in the town, some of which also appear in the urban

features section below.
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5.1 Medieval plan components and urban features (Figures 11 and 12)

A settlement at Dartford seems first to have developed during the early Romano-British

period but was probably abandoned at the end of the fourth century or early fifth century.  Late

fifth or early sixth century Saxon cemeteries indicate a resumption of occupation, although the

site of the settlement has not yet been located.  By the late Saxon period (tenth or early

eleventh century), however, a settlement had become established at Dartford along the former

Roman Watling Street (PC1) at a ford (PC2) across the river Darent on the west bank of

which there was a probable minster church (PC6) and perhaps a market place (PC9).  There

must also have been a quayside (PC3) on the riverside to the north, connected to the

settlement by Hythe Street (PC4), whilst Lowfield Street (PC5) used the former Roman

Darent valley route to provide access inland to other settlements along the valley and to the

dens in the Weald.  Although sizeable, this settlement is unlikely to have been urban in the

medieval and later sense of the word, but it must have formed the focus for further

development after the Norman Conquest.  The High Street (PC10) developed, St Edmund’s

chapel (PC7), the hermitage and chapel of SS Mary and St Katherine (PC8), the hospital of St

Mary Magdalen (PC11), the hospital of the Holy Trinity (PC12), a Dominican priory (PC13)

were all founded and groups of possible tenement plots (PC14-PC23) and at least one  large

building plot (PC24) grew up.

The early plan form of Dartford seems relatively simple, comprising the principal elements of

church, market, tenement plots, chapels, hospitals, priory, quays, ford, the High Street, roads

etc.  The chronological framework for its development is, however, less clear.  

PC1. Roman Watling Street, also known as the London to Dover Road.

PC2. Site of the early ford over the river Darent; the first bridge was built c. 1410.

PC3. Probable site of the quays/landing stages recorded in the medieval period.

PC4. Hythe Street, formerly Waterside.

PC5. Route south towards the Weald (later Lowfield Street).

PC6. The Parish Church of the Holy Trinity and its churchyard. 

a) (MUF1) The parish church of the Holy Trinity and its churchyard.  Founded

before the Norman Conquest, some of its original fabric survives in the tower

(DoE 1975, 6).

PC7. Site of St Edmund’s Chapel and graveyard, East Hill.

a) (MUF2) St Edmund’s chartered churchyard and the site of the chapel of St

Edmund.  The chapel fell into ruin after the Reformation but the cemetery is

still in use.

PC8. The site of the chapel of SS Mary and Katherine and the hermitage, demolished when

the bridge was widened in 1754.

PC9. The medieval Market Place.
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PC10. The High Street.

PC11. The site of the Leper Hospital of St Mary Magdalen.

a) (MUF3) Twisleton’s Almshouses, 6-22 West Hill.  Founded in 1572 when the

former leper hospital became the Spital Almshouses.  Rebuilt in 1704 by John

Twisleton.  The building consists of a single-storey L-shaped block, in red

brick with a tiled roof (DoE 1975, 15).

PC12. Site of the Hospital of the Holy Trinity, demolished when the bridge was widened in

1754.

PC13. The site of the Dominican priory and later royal manor house.

a) (MUF4) Site of the Dominican priory, Priory Road.  Founded in 1344,

dissolved in 1539.  Rebuilt 1541-1545 as a royal manor house, it later became

Priory Farm which was demolished to make way for an iron foundry.  Modern

engineering works now occupy much of the site.  The gatehouse of the royal

manor remains.  It is an L-shaped building of two storeys, in red brick with a

tiled roof and with a blocked carriage archway at the north end of the north

wing.  The interior of the gatehouse contains sixteenth century stone fireplaces

and ceiling beams, but has otherwise been modernised and is now The Manor

Heritage Site (DoE 1975, 7).

PC14. Group of tenement plots fronting the east side of Bullace Lane and the north side of

the High Street. 

a) (MUF5) 82 High Street.  An early fifteenth century timber-framed building

with a long frontage facing Bullace Lane.  The first floor is jettied and

plastered.  At the east end is a red brick chimney breast which is recorded as

being added in 1465.  To the north is an early nineteenth century extension

(DoE 1975, 6).

PC15. Group of tenement plots fronting the west side of Bullace Lane and the north side of

the High Street.

a) (MUF6) The Wat Tyler Public House, 80 High Street (known as The Crown

and Anchor Inn until the 1970s).  A timber-framed building of two storeys

faced with painted brick to the ground floor.  A plaque commemorating Wat

Tyler on the Bullace Lane side (DoE 1975, 5-6).  

PC16. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of the High Street and the east side of

Hythe Street.

PC17. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of Spital Street and the west side of

Hythe Street. 
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a) (MUF7) The Coach and Horses Public House, Spital Street, now The Bizznizz.

A fifteenth to sixteenth century timber-framed building, with contemporary

moulded ceiling beams and a late seventeenth or early eighteenth century

staircase (DoE 1975, 12).

PC18. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of Spital Street.

PC19. Group of tenement plots fronting the south side of Spital Street.

PC20. Group of tenement plots fronting the south side of the High Street.

PC21. Group of tenement plots fronting the east side of Lowfield Street.

PC22. Group of tenement plots fronting the south side of Overy Liberty (bottom of East Hill).

PC23. Group of tenement plots fronting the east side of Overy Street

PC24. Large building plot fronting the west side of Lowfield Street.  The site of Horsman’s

Place, a large house recorded by the early fourteenth century, rebuilt in the fifteenth

century by Thomas Horsman, after whom it is named.  Demolished in the twentieth

century.  A health centre now occupies some of the site.

5.2 Post-medieval plan components and urban features (Figure 13) 

During the seventeenth to early nineteenth centuries, the essential plan form of Dartford was

largely retained and so no post-medieval plan components map has been produced. There was

massive industrial and domestic expansion in the nineteenth century.  New buildings replaced

many earlier structures, gaps were infilled, many shops were built, new roads and terraces of

houses were constructed to the east, west and south of the town.  This growth in both industry

and housing continued through the twentieth century, particularly in areas of former farmland

around the periphery of the town.  Meanwhile the introduction of new shops, stores,

commercial premises, schools, chapels, etc., involved further replacement of many older

buildings, and to the north the railway and new industrial complexes replaced most of the

earlier ones.

PC1. Watling Street, the London to Dover Road.

PC2. The bridge over the river Darent widened in 1754 and 1792, rebuilt in 1922.

PC3. The Dartford wharves and quaysides, sites of Lower Wharf, Steam Crane Wharf and

Phoenix Wharf.

PC4. Hythe Street (formerly Waterside).

PC5. Lowfield Street, the main road to Sevenoaks along the Darent valley.

PC6. The Parish Church of the Holy Trinity and its churchyard.

a) (PMUF1) The parish church of the Holy Trinity.  The west corner of the nave

was cut off in 1792 to allow the widening of the High Street, and the church
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was modified in brick at the same time.  Further restoration 1862-1863 (DoE

1975, 6; Newman 1980, 255).

PC7. The Upper Burial Ground, East Hill

a) (PMUF2) St Edmund’s chartered cemetery.  The churchyard contains nine

eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century stone table-tombs, some good eighteenth

century headstones with cherub, skull or hourglass motifs, some early

nineteenth century headstones with urns or other classical revival motifs, and a

monument to three Dartford protestant martyrs burnt at the stake in the town in

1555 (DoE 1975, 3).

PC8.  The Market Place in the High Street.

PC9. The High Street.

PC10. The site of the former Cattle Market off Lowfield Street (1st edition OS map).

PC11. Twisleton’s Almshouses, rebuilt in 1704.

PC12. Site of the royal manor house and Priory Farm (former Dominican priory site).  Now

occupied by industrial works, the gatehouse remains (see above and main text).

PC13. Group of tenement plots fronting the east side of Bullace Lane and the north side of

the High Street.

PC14. Group of tenement plots fronting the west side of Bullace Lane, the north side of the

High Street and the east side of Hythe Street.

PC15. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of Spital Street and the west side of

Hythe Street. 

a) (PMUF3) Methodist church, Spital Street.  Built 1844-1845, it consists of a

recessed central gable flanked by two crenellated towers with crockets and

pointed lancets with hood moulding.  The portico has three pointed arches

(DoE 1975, 12).

b) (PMUF4) Site of the Brewery, Hythe Street.  (1st Edition OS map).

PC16. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of Spital Street.

a) (PMUF5) Kent House, Spital Street.  Built as the county court in the mid-

nineteenth century.  Yellow brick, royal cartouche above a round-headed door

case.  Now The Court House Public House (DoE 1975, 12).

b) (PMUF6) The Royal Oak Public House, Spital Street.  A timber-framed

building, probably seventeenth century, refaced in the nineteenth century (DoE

1975, 13).
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PC17. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of West hill and the east side of Priory

Hill.

a) (PMUF7) 25-29 West Hill.  A range of eighteenth century buildings.  No. 25 is

stuccoed over lath and plaster, 27 and 29 are of stock brick.  All have later shop

fronts (DoE 1975, 14).

b) (PMUF8) The Zion Strict Baptist chapel, Priory Hill.  Built in the eighteenth

century, the structure is weatherboarded (DoE 1975, 11).

PC18. Group of tenement plots fronting the north side of West Hill.

a) (PMUF9) Range of the former Dartford Union Workhouse, West Hill.  Built in

yellow brick c. 1838, with later alterations.  The east wing is of three storeys,

comprising a first floor dormitory above the mid-nineteenth century Women’s

Hall.  On the ground floor are a former Register Office and a strong room with

mortises for the strong room door.  The middle and west wings are each of two

storeys (DoE 1975, facing page 14).

b) (PMUF10) Dartford Union Workhouse Buildings, West Hill.  Built in yellow

brick c. 1838 with later nineteenth and twentieth century alterations.  The range

to the north-east comprised the Able Women’s Hall and Lying-in Ward.  The

centre spine range contained the cookhouse and Master’s buildings, with the

Master’s kitchen and pantry on the first floor.  The north range contained the

chapel within the three-storey range and the north-western range comprised the

Able Men’s Hall and Accident Ward (DoE 1975, facing page 14).

c) (PMUF11) Former Police Station, West Hill.  Built in yellow brick in 1843,

used as a workhouse ward for tramps after 1872 when the original plan was

much altered (DoE 1975, facing page 15).

PC19. Group of tenement plots fronting the south side of Spital Street and the High Street. 

a) (PMUF12) The Royal Victoria and Bull Inn, High Street.  Built in 1703 as a

coaching inn on the Dover to London road.  The building runs back in two long

wings separated by a galleried yard, now with a glazed roof (DoE 1975, 4).

PC20. Group of tenement plots fronting the south side of the High Street. 

a) (PMUF13) Home House, 45 High Street.  A large eighteenth century three-

storey, red brick house (DoE 1975, 4).

b) (PMUF14) The Bridge House, High Street.  A two-storey, brown brick,

eighteenth century house with a nineteenth century extension in matching style

on west side (DoE 1975, 5).

PC21. Group of tenement plots fronting the west side of Lowfield Street.
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a) (PMUF15) The Two Brewers Public House, 33 Lowfield Street.  A seventeenth

century timber-framed building, refaced in the nineteenth century (DoE 1975,

7-8).

b) (PMUF16) 41-43 Lowfield Street.  Almshouses built by John Johnson in

Queen Anne Dutch style and dated 1889, replacing four sixteenth century

almshouses.  The buildings are two-storeyed and of yellow brick with red-brick

dressings made to order by the Elham Valley Brick Company (DoE 1975, 8).

PC22. Group of tenement plots fronting the east side of Lowfield Street.

PC23. Group of tenement plots fronting the south side of the High Street and the west side of

Darenth Road.

PC24. Group of tenement plots fronting the east side of Overy Street.

a) (PMUF17) 1-9 Overy Street.  Two seventeenth century timber-framed

buildings with tiled roofs and some weatherboarding; under restoration and

redevelopment 2002 (DoE 1975, 9).

Not located in a plan component or shown on urban features map

a) (PMUF18) Site of the Wesleyan Girl’s School, Westgate Road (1st edition OS

map).

b) (PMUF19) Site of the National School, West Hill (1st edition OS map).

c) (PMUF20) Dartford Public Library, Museum and the Dartford Veterans Club,

Market Street.  Built in 1916 and presented to the town by Andrew Carnegie.  It

is a one-storey red brick building with stone dressings, a hipped slate roof and a

central octagonal cupola and dome (DoE 1975, 9).

6 THE POTENTIAL OF DARTFORD
6.1 Archaeological resource overview

There have been a quite a few medium and small-scale archaeological investigations within

the town and its immediate outskirts over the past century, the only large-scale excavation

being that of the Romano-British cemetery on East Hill in 1988.  Much of the archaeological

evidence for the town has been the result of chance discoveries made during the nineteenth

and first half of the twentieth centuries, with few detailed records of the work carried out.

There has been little environmental or topographical survey work.  Thus, little is known about

the surviving archaeological sub-surface deposits outside areas of destruction such as cellars

and deep basements.  A cellar survey is needed before areas of destruction can be estimated.

The layout of the centre of Dartford appears to have undergone few substantial changes

throughout its history, although many of the buildings have been replaced or altered, leaving

little in the way of surviving historic buildings.  The areas in the historic core around the High

Street and Spital Street were built on from the early twentieth century onwards with virtually

no archaeological input; so much information may have been lost.  Dartford has had a
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diversity of archaeological and historical features of all dates from the Romano-British period,

many of which have been lost.  

The limited archaeological work and chance discoveries, however, indicate that some areas of

sub-surface archaeological deposits still survive in those areas that have not been deeply

cellared, although medieval and later stratigraphy may be comparatively thin and subject to

damage by more modern intrusive damage.  There may, therefore, be good potential for the

survival of archaeological deposits whereby the evolution and development of the Romano-

British settlement, the probable early Saxon settlement, and the medieval market town could

be established.  This will depend on locating surviving areas of intact medieval and earlier

stratigraphy.  

6.2 Research questions

The purpose of this document is to develop policy for Dartford’s urban archaeological

deposits, particularly the historic core.  Almost none of the medieval and post-medieval

components of the town has been archaeologically investigated and there is virtually no

archaeological evidence for the medieval economic base of the town.

Archaeological deposits have been subjected to some disturbance by cellars and modern

development.  Accordingly, Dartford’s archaeological potential may relate more to answering

specific questions as to its origins, chronological development and situation within Kent’s

urban network rather than to extensive area excavation where more general questions relating

to urban archaeology might be investigated.

6.3 Key areas for research 

The following need to be investigated:

6.3 1 The origins of Dartford

The nature, date and extent of the earliest settlement at Dartford

The nature, chronology, extent and economy of any Romano-British settlement

The origins, development and influence of any early routeways

The origins, location and development of the church of Holy Trinity 

Any evidence for the status of the church as a minster

The nature, chronology and extent of any Saxon settlement 

The location, date and nature of any Saxon hythe

The influence of the river Thames and hythe on the development of the town

Any evidence for the development of the Saxon royal estate, and its influence on the

town

Any evidence for a Saxon market

The nature, date and extent of any remains which can be classed as urban or proto-

urban

6.3 2 Dartford in the medieval period

The nature and development of the church of Holy Trinity

The origin, location and development of the market

The origins, location and development of the manor, and its impact on the

development of the town

The origins, location and development of the Dominican priory

The form, character and chronology of individual properties
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The morphological development of the town and the relationship of individual plots to

the settlement framework

The location, date and nature of the quays

The origins, location and development of the hospitals

The economy and industry of the town, including trade and commerce

The origin and development of suburbs

6.3 3 Dartford in the post-medieval period

The nature, extent and chronology of occupation within the historic core

The economic base of the town including its trading, commercial and industrial

elements

The origins, development and location of the markets

The development of the church of Holy Trinity

The development of the manor

The form and character of individual properties, and their relationships to the wider

settlement framework

The impact of the railway on the development, character and spatial organisation of

the town

The origin and development of the suburbs

6.3 4 General questions

The evidence of artefactual remains interpreting the town’s origins and urban history

The palaeo-environmental history of the area prior to the development of the town, and

of the town and the surrounding area

The discovery and study of both structures and artefacts would illuminate these topics.  Small-

scale archaeological sampling in individual properties in Dartford could provide answers to

specific questions.  Consideration should be given, however, to large-scale excavation over a

number of adjacent properties, which would provide a wider picture, if desk-top assessment

and field evaluation demonstrate the case.  The position and importance of Dartford in the

hierarchy of Kent towns can only be solved through excavation, field survey and consultation

of historical documentation.
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APPENDIX I: KENT AND MEDWAY STRUCTURE PLAN – MAPPING

OUT THE FUTURE: DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING
GUIDANCE (SPG 3)  ON ARCHAEOLOGY IN HISTORIC TOWNS

1. Introduction

1.1 The Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey, undertaken by Kent County Council,

assesses the archaeological potential of the historic towns in Kent and Medway, particularly in

relation to potential impacts from development. It constitutes draft supplementary planning

guidance (as revised following consultation). Following adoption of the Kent and Medway

Structure Plan (KMSP) (anticipated in late 2005) this draft guidance will be taken forward as

Supplementary Planning Guidance to KMSP Policy QL8 [Archaeological Sites] which sets

out the requirements for the conservation and management of archaeological sites and finds.

The draft KMSP and the draft supplementary guidance on archaeology (SPG3) were subject to

full public consultation in late 2003. The draft supplementary planning guidance has been

revised in the light of the responses received to that consultation. Policy QL8 is also the

subject of a Proposed Change put forward in 2004 prior to the Structure Plan Examination in

Public.  

Policy QL8: Archaeological Sites

The archaeological and historic integrity of scheduled ancient monuments and

other important archaeological sites, together with their settings, will be

protected and, where possible, enhanced. Development which would adversely

affect them will not normally be permitted.

Where important or potentially important archaeological remains may exist,

developers will be required to arrange for archaeological assessment and/or

field evaluation to be carried out in advance of the determination of planning

applications.

Where the case for development affecting an archaeological site is accepted, the

archaeological remains should be preserved in situ. Where preservation in situ

is not possible or justified, appropriate provision for preservation by record will

be required.

  Source : Kent and Medway Structure Plan:Deposit Plan September 2003 as amended by

Propsed Pre – Examination in Public Changes: June 2004   

1.2 Precisely defining what is a town is not straightforward; for the purposes of this study,

places that can be seen historically to have fulfilled roles as central places socially and

economically, and perhaps with a market, have been included. Inevitably the distinction

between village and town is not always clear. The Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey

includes some medieval towns that are no longer of urban character and extends to towns

which developed in the eighteenth century. Roman towns that now only survive as buried

remains in a rural context are not included. The Guidance is concerned with the impact of

development on archaeological remains within towns rather than sites in the surrounding

countryside. In particular it seeks to raise awareness of areas of archaeological importance
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within a town, provide more accurate information on the extent of these areas and establish a

consistent approach towards dealing with the impact of development proposals across Kent

and Medway
1
. Canterbury and Dover have not been included in the Extensive Urban

Archaeological Survey, as a more detailed Urban Archaeological Database is being developed

for Canterbury and one is proposed for Dover.

1.3 The Guidance is aimed at local planning authorities, developers and their advisers. It

may also be of interest to landowners, householders and local historical groups.  Pending

adoption of the Kent and Medway Structure Plan, this Guidance amplifies Policy ENV18 of

the adopted Kent Structure Plan 1996. Local Planning Authorities are encouraged to take the

guidance into account in the preparation of their Local Plans/ Development Plan Documents

and site specific Supplementary Planning Documents. The Guidance does not apply outside

the identified urban areas and should be read alongside existing Local Plan policies on

archaeology. The Guidance has been issued both as a Kent and Medway edition containing

maps for all the settlements to which it applies and a district edition containing maps only for

those settlements falling in the respective district area. There is no difference in the wording

or application of the Guidance in either edition.

2. SPG Background

2.1 Kent’s historic towns, some of which have been occupied since Roman times or even

earlier, contain a wealth of evidence of past ways of life. This may take the form of buried

archaeological deposits, standing buildings or structures, such as castles or town walls, or the

present street patterns which may reflect past urban forms. At the same time, our towns need

to develop as thriving communities. The Guidance aims to reduce conflict between the need

for development and the need to preserve important archaeological remains, through the

preparation of an ongoing and integrated strategy for conserving the urban archaeological

resource.

2.2 The Government’s policy on archaeological remains is set out in PPG16: Archaeology

and Planning. It states (para. 6) that:

‘Archaeological remains should be seen as a finite and non-renewable resource, in many
cases highly fragile and vulnerable to damage and destruction. Appropriate management is
therefore essential to ensure they survive in good condition. In particular, care must be taken
to ensure that archaeological remains are not needlessly or thoughtlessly destroyed. They can
contain irreplaceable information about our past and the potential for an increase in future
knowledge. They are part of our sense of national identity and are valuable both for their own
sake and for their role in education, leisure and tourism.’

2.3 Archaeological remains are not always buried below ground and in many cases historic

buildings within a town will contain important archaeological information, irrespective of

whether they are Listed Buildings or not. Indeed, as noted in PPG15 (para. 2.15):

‘Some historic buildings are scheduled ancient monuments, and many which are not
scheduled are of intrinsic archaeological interest or stand on ground which contains`
archaeological remains.’

                                                
1
 Please note that Kent County Council provides an archaeological service for the Medway area on behalf

of Medway Council.
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2.4 The means by which provision for archaeological preservation or recording is secured

is also discussed in PPG16. In the event that archaeological work may be required prior to a

planning decision being taken (para  21 ):

`it is reasonable for the planning authority to request the prospective developer to arrange for
an archaeological field evaluation to be carried out before any decision on the planning
application is taken.’

If the planning authority is willing to grant planning permission but requires that preservation

in-situ or archaeological recording take place (para 30):

`it is open to them to do so by the use of a negative condition i.e. a condition prohibiting the
carrying out of development until such time as works or other action, e.g. an excavation, have
been carried out by a third party. ‘

3. Urban Archaeological Zones and Guidance

3.1 The Guidance relates to 46 towns in Kent and Medway as listed in Section 9. A plan has

been produced for each town (for Dartford here Figure 14) providing archaeological response

zones based on the known importance of archaeological deposits in that town, which again

derives from the Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey. The boundaries of these zones are

related to the possible extent of archaeological deposits rather than modern boundaries. Key

documents in assessing the archaeological potential of Kent’s towns are the Ordnance

Surveyors’ Field Drawings of c. 1800 (held by the British Library). These provide consistent,

fairly detailed cartography of the various towns before the population explosion of the 19
th

century. While they do not map the extent and layout of the towns in the medieval period, they

nonetheless provide a useful baseline for assessing the extent and layout of the towns in the

Middle Ages. In the case of applications for Listed Building Consent or where the building is

historic in character, and where the proposal impacts on the historic fabric, then the Local

Planning Authority will need to consider whether or not to consult the County Archaeologist in

respect of considerations of archaeology or industrial archaeology.  Similarly, developers

considering proposals in these areas are encouraged to consult the County Archaeologist at an

early stage in the design process. Four types of Urban Archaeological Zone have been identified

although they will not necessarily be present in all the towns. The zones indicate:

Zone 1 – Areas of known national importance;

Zone 2 – Areas of known archaeological potential where clarification of the nature of this

potential is required;

Zone 3 – Areas where archaeological potential is thought to be lower; and

Zone 4 – Areas in which archaeological remains have been completely removed.

Further information detailing the state of knowledge of the archaeology of each of these towns

including analysis of their topography and historical development is available in the form of an

Assessment Report. These reports can be purchased from the County Archaeologist (see section

7 for contact details).
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3.2 Zone 1 identifies, as suggested in PPG16 (para 16), archaeological remains of known

national importance, and comprises both Scheduled Monuments and unscheduled remains.

PPG16 (para 8) states that:

‘Where nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or not, and their
settings, are affected by proposed development there should be a presumption in favour of their
physical preservation.’

3.3 Scheduled Monuments (formerly known as Scheduled Ancient Monuments) are

protected under Part 1 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, and

prior consent from the Secretary of State is required for all works affecting such monuments,

whether or not those works require planning permission. Local planning authorities should

secure, through the development control process, the protection of nationally important

remains that are not scheduled.

3.4 Development proposals within Zone 1 that are likely to affect nationally important

archaeological remains whether scheduled or not, should include a detailed archaeological

assessment of the remains and a mitigation strategy setting out how the remains will be

protected. Buildings and foundations may need to be designed and/or located to allow

preservation of archaeological remains. Such considerations should be addressed at an early

stage in the design process, if possible before a planning application is actually submitted, in

order to avoid unnecessary costs.

3.5 The archaeological and historic integrity of sites within Zone 1, together with their

settings, should be protected and where possible enhanced. Where development would

adversely affect them permission will normally be refused.

3.6 Where permission is granted, conditions will normally be applied, or agreements

entered into, to ensure that any necessary mitigation strategy is implemented. Applications for

planning permission and other consents that affect the fabric of historic buildings, or other

historic structures or earthworks, and/or that disturb the ground, should be accompanied by

the following:

i.) a detailed report on the character and extent of any archaeological remains likely to be

affected; and

ii.) a mitigation strategy detailing how any possible archaeological impacts would be

avoided.

3.7 Zone 2 contains archaeological remains, some of which may be of national importance

but whose precise extent, quality or level of importance is currently not clear, and where

clarification of potential is required. Early consultation with the local planning authority,

preferably prior to the submission of a planning application, will enable the implications of

the proposals to be assessed, the appropriate course of action identified, and expensive

redesign costs avoided.

3.8 The archaeological and historic integrity of sites within Zone 2, together with their

settings, should be protected and where possible enhanced. Further information will be needed

in this respect before informed decisions can be made. Therefore development proposals
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within Zone 2 that affect the historic fabric of buildings, or other historic structures or

earthworks, and/or that disturb the ground, should be accompanied by a detailed report on the

character and extent of any archaeological remains likely to be affected. Field evaluation may

need to be carried out and the results made available prior to the determination of a planning

application.

3.9 If significant archaeological remains are found to be affected by the proposals,

preservation in situ of the remains will normally be sought. In some cases the need to preserve

important archaeological remains may result in planning permission having to be refused. If

permission is granted, a mitigation strategy detailing how preservation in situ is to be achieved

should be submitted to and agreed with the local planning authority. Where preservation in
situ is not justified appropriate provision for archaeological investigation, recording, analysis,

publication and archiving will be required, in accordance with a written specification and

timetable to be agreed with the local planning authority. Conditions will normally be applied

to permissions or agreements sought to implement the mitigation strategy or programme of

archaeological work.

3.10 Zone 3 contains archaeological remains which on current evidence are of lesser

importance. Development proposals within Zone 3 that affect the historic fabric of buildings,

or other historic structures or earthworks, and/or that will disturb the ground should include

provision for archaeological investigation, generally in the form of monitoring and/or

borehole investigation, and the recording of finds and information of archaeological interest.

If extensive or particularly important archaeological remains are unexpectedly encountered

during the development process, there may be a need to arrange for their physical preservation

and/or a more detailed programme of archaeological investigation and recording. Where

permission is granted, conditions will normally be applied or agreements sought to implement

the archaeological work.

3.11 Zone 4 comprises areas where archaeological remains are known already to have been

entirely removed by previous development, or other activity, including archaeological

excavation. This Zone is only defined on the plan where it lies within the study area. 

4. Outside the Urban Archaeological Zoned Area

4.1 Archaeological remains may be known or thought likely to exist outside the areas

covered by the Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey and the Urban Archaeological Zones.

Developers considering proposals in these areas are encouraged to consult the County

Archaeologist at an early stage in the design process.

5. Updating of the Urban Archaeological Zones

As new archaeological and historical information concerning the historic towns becomes

available, it may be necessary for the County Archaeologist in conjunction with the Local

Planning Authority to revise the boundaries of the Urban Archaeological Zones.  

6. Glossary of Terms

Scheduled Monument

Under the Ancient Monument and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 the Secretary of State has a

duty to compile and maintain a schedule of monuments, such monuments having statutory

protection. Monuments on the schedule are by definition of national importance and the
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appropriateness of addition to the list is assessed against a set of criteria as set out in PPG16

Annex 4.

PPG15

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (Department of the

Environment and the Department of National Heritage 1994)

PPG16

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (Department of the Environment

1990)

NB PPG15 and PPG16 are currently being revised and consolidated into a new Planning

Policy Statement for the Historic Environment – PPS15

Assessment

This is normally a desk based activity bringing together all known evidence relating to the

importance or potential of a given site or area.

Evaluation

This is normally supplementary work undertaken in the field (either non-intrusive such as

fieldwalking or geophysical survey, or intrusive such as boreholing or trial trenching) to

obtain further information on the character, extent, date and potential of a given site or area.

Mitigation

Archaeological mitigation aims to minimise the effects of proposed development and

normally consists of either preservation in situ of the archaeological remains, and/or

archaeological investigation, recording, publication and archiving, where preservation is not

justified or possible.

7. Useful Addresses and Contacts

County Archaeologist

Heritage Conservation Group

Kent County Council

Invicta House

County Hall

Maidstone

Kent

ME14 1XX

Tel: 01622-221541

English Heritage

Eastgate Court

195-205 High Street

Guildford

GU1 3EH

Tel: 01483 252038
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8. List of Settlements to which draft SPG3 Applies

Appledore

Ashford

Charing

Chatham

Chilham

Cranbrook

Dartford

Deal

Edenbridge

Elham

Faversham

Folkestone

Fordwich

Gillingham

Goudhurst

Gravesend

Headcorn

Hythe

Ightham

Lenham

Lydd

Maidstone

Marden

Margate

Milton Regis

Minster in Thanet

New Romney

Northfleet

Queenborough

Ramsgate

Rochester

Sandwich

Sevenoaks

Sheerness

Sittingbourne

Smarden

Tenterden

Tonbridge

Tunbridge Wells

West Malling

Westerham

Whitstable

Wingham

Wrotham

Wye

Yalding
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