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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 This document forms a brief summary of monitoring works during the de-installation of 

the sculpture ‘Ajar’. The watching brief was commissioned by the City of London’s Built 

Environment Department following advice from Kathryn Stubbs, Assistant Director of 

the Historic Environment at the City of London. The location of the sculpture within the 

former graveyard of the church of St Botolphs without Bishopsgate means it was deemed 

to have the potential to affect buried archaeological remains. 

 

1.2 Previous monitoring works within the immediate area had uncovered ledger stones and 

grave markers within 500-800mm of the present ground surface, (MOLA SBQ10, CA 

BWB12). These had been used to create level ground following clearance of the 

graveyard site in the early 1860s, and subsequently buried below imported topsoil to 

create the present gardens. No such features however had been observed during the 

installation of the sculpture ‘Ajar’ in June 2016 due to the shallow excavations, (no more 

than 300mm). 

 

1.3 This report comprises the OASIS data collection form accompanied with 4 photos of the 

de-installation works which comprised de-turfing of the area immediately surrounding 

the sculpture and lifting of the sculpture followed by re-instating the soil. No 

archaeological deposits or finds were observed during these works. 
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Fig.1: Location plan of the sculpture and observations



 

 
Fig.2: ‘Ajar’ facing NW 

 

 
 



 
Fig.3: Exposing the base-plate of the sculpture ready for lifting, facing N 

 



 
Fig.4: Exposed sand and shingle base below sculpture 

 



 
Fig.5: Backfilling and making good, facing NW 
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