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Summary

A few of the samples from this wetland site were
examined, mainly for pollen and seeds, but there are
also some results from beetle remains produced by Peter
Osborne. There is a large wetland flora which is
probably indicative of what was growing in the immediate
surroundings of the site. A few dry land plants
indicate open land and grassland. Others are indicative
of scrub which seems to have replaced alder carr at
about the same time that the site was used. The plant
and insect evidence seems to agree with ideas that the
site was used as a cattle droveway in connection with a
crossing of the River Witham at that point.
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Satngling

& colurnn was zampled through the pests from the present ground surface
down Lo a dapth of 2m (Drmtﬂnq the top, disturbed 25cm mnuqhed tapsoil),
see stiatigraphy disgram , Fig. |, This series of samplesiincludes both
large zatnples taken s 3 om slices of peat, and also a monoTith which was
caltected in metal boxes of 25 % 10 ¥ 10 cm. Additional samgies Wele
coftected from the excavation by Maomd Field.

Labarstory work
The bulk samples {see helc;w for amounts snd genheral appearance of
sievirugd from S0, 73, 100 and 173 cm depth in the column w'er"e dizsparsed
in water and sieved on mezhes of dmm, tmm ahd Q3mm to give size
fraciions that were convenient to sort under a microscope. All remaing
Ware g'cr-’pd nut_, including beetles (see Feter Osborne's report) and a few
fish bones (see Andrew Jones' report). The pollen samples, from 75, 100,
150 and 200 om depth were prepared in the normsl mannerj but aniy the
fiddles ones, from 100 and 130cea had pallen that could be counted.

sample: :

54 a4 litres woody lumps, some chatred material,
shail opercula and partlu digsolyved
shells, fish remains. _

100 6 ltres  black pest, gr anular and hurnifiad.

175 0.4 Titres  fibrous peat and silt; few seeds,
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Strateqy
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it would be maturs! fo try to erarine the evidence for the surroundings
before, during and after the occupation of the site so as to find out what
gffect there had been on the site, and therefore what ‘#‘.E’ﬂt at there, The
sample serfes would give da ta frofn ane place over the Years, and the extra
samples collected by the escavator could add something 85 features of
particular interest tmight have more signs of occupation than the site of
the section & wel site such as this would be expected to have waterfogged.
plant remaing such as pallen and seeds, snd animal remains such &s
insects, malluscs and benes {these last two if the groundwater was nof
too acid) Thess studies would be linked to the other work being done on
the material, notably from  dendrochronclogy, and hopefully dated
Howewar, in the end wih ai@np can tell sbout § site depends upan just what
happers to be preserved.

i the event, shartage of resources have meant that only the mirdmum
wark s been done of the samples, although hopefully the main features
of interest have been discoversd, Furthermaore, pollen did r‘uji appeat to be
well gresetved in all samples. | i

Results
The main evidence comes from macrofossils, of plants and Peter Ozbor ne
inzect work, Thvrp iz spme pollen evidence, tao, from fhlb sectmn which

can be compared with Katharine Groves' pollen diagratm fram nearby, and

Andrew Jones’ fish bore tdentifications.
Wetlgnd
The main sign of the surroundings is, hardiy surprisingly in g peat section,
of wetliand, Typical plants are Aswwwceivs scalerslus (ce!eru leaved

crowioat), Abdwcaiyle velgsris (pennywart), Oesenthe sgystics (water
dropwaort), Mesiss of sgustice (probably water-mint), Soiiwm pelisire
(marsh bedstraw), ASswesp (water-plantaing, 47s ﬁaﬁ’:‘{?’é‘{“ﬁﬁ#‘-‘ (yellow
flag), Sosepsvir species (bur-reeds) and the numerous Cyperdcese
{sedges and club-ruzhes). The lower paat contained numemd‘s large stems
af res s. although these ware not identified, and it is passmle that &

major part of the swamp vegetation such as Awsgmites or Clegiosr 18
unreprasented by closely identifiable remains. The abundant!_;m?ffs* (a1der)

S
RS




5 Octoter 29, 1986

remaitis show that there was probsbly slso carr growing, There are not
very great signs of aquatic vegetation and thus of :atandiﬁ_g vrater, some
possible Agmiss (water-11g) and o trace of Mpvamiylus  (iliieiil
There was probably & riverside swamp growing along the course of the ',
witham with some aquatic vegetation either growing there,or swept there

by flogds. This started forming st the time represented hg the change
Thor inorgenic to peaty organic sedirment  at the bettome-of the profile
which is se Tar uhdated. Other valley pests often have some conhection
witir erosion and prehistoric farming, so this is pmbahlg'aiéa prehistoric.

The insect fauna from sarmple 73 studied by Feter Dsborne also shows
siges of still or very slowly flowing water . There 1§ glso some sigh of
herbivore durdg (zee his report, p *¥%)

firy Tand herbs

These are the plants most Tikely h:: be connected with human activities,
fie list is fairly =mall; there are weeds such as ‘»‘!FH&H& PHELTS

{chink '.*.s?ed;'a and Adaiay (orache) whick were found gs maf:mfasmlb and
Yagrsie (mugwort) pollen, and Flavlags foncecisis (rabwort plantaind

which is mam!u a grassland plant. Seme of the Graminese (grass) pollen

coutd slzo have come from grassland. This is & very small flors for an

grchaenlagical site.

The heetle fsuna adds somewhat to this, with records of ding beetles and
g chafer which feeds upon grass roots, which are suqqéstive of opefy
qrazed ifand. FPertiaps the greater mobility of beetles sllows them to
represent dry land hwﬂvr than the very small flors. -

L5

Scrub

tere i3 & modest sorub Mora consisting of mmrnfoasﬂ records such as
that of Srusws spionss islor),  Kubes Blicosvs (turamtgle), SerfEn
gifcamsss (woody rightshade) and  Sewdvces wigrs (eldé‘r}l and pollen
records such as Asasmws cstherticys (purging buckthornd, éw’;i’:ram;sfm tp.
(wayfaring tree) and Hdice (nettie),

_..E

Charges with time, sccupation
The start of deposition of the peaty sediment would appear to be during
the prehistaric period when farming was causing sufficient grosion for the
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soil to be washed into river valleys and to cause thefe a change in
fiudtalogy, thus starting the formation of peat there. The eyidence i3
ratier slight, as the sediments were not rich in macrofassils, but it
appedrs that the swamp started out with ordy a Hittle alder cerr at first,
Out teter the carr spread, so that the samples st (00 and 73 cm have large
geraunis of glder seeds and catking and ﬁ]oD wood remsing (umdentmvd}
These upper samples also contain more of & scrub and dry land flors g3
well, snd fmay be in some way gssociated with the occupstion horizon
arond 7O cme The sample at 75 i was the richest in 'rﬂa'crofnsqfla, and -
the evidence of dry-Tand bestles has also heen mentioned. Bu thiz ztage
the peat is highly hurmified, -

The uppermost sample has some gre at differsnces in that the hurmitied
pedt §ls0 has some inorganic material, mainly sand. There are signs that it
was 2lightly calcaresus too, with Shees (brittlewort) oogonia present, and
aureraus opercula of @ mollucs, probably Sitdenis, a wate snail. Other
maliuscan shell remains were mostly dizsolved by acid groundwater up to
the. point whete their presence alone could be noticed, hut not their
tdentities. There were also many fish bones, The water conditions seem to
fhiave altered too, with fairly numeraus seeds of Folawagelias (pondweed],
which grows in standing water, ' "

Kathierine Groves' pollen disqram, from & cote taken from the canal bank, 8
lttle distance from the trackway and the pest samples described here,
shows 1ittle change apart from & possible 7i%s (lime) declipe. This leads
to the conclusion that there may not have been great change taking place
an the dry landscape spart from continuing forest clearsnce if g is
assumes that the sediments sampled for her pollen core are roughly
equivalent to the deposits at the Fiskerton site iteelf, |

Archaealagical significancs

Soowhat of oocupation on the site? There seems to be little sign of actusl
aoodpation thers, and  besides, the pi ce o would have been  most
infispitatde, The signs of g dry fﬁudscape that could be occupied, such as
thie weeds and dung beetles, could have arrived in the swamp by nstural
disperssl, or they could have baen brought there, if perhaps this site was a
droyvesyay used for getting the stock to g river crossing. The archaeslogicsl
structures certainly suggest some such activity, If & droveway ewisted

lil
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there, then same of the thormy plants such as the br.:cktl'nﬂr';ﬁahd slog could
have been weed for hedging, and this would explain their presence in this
sywatmp deprsit. - '
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