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Summary 

Six small very friable sherds of prehistoric pottery 
from Chysauster were thin sectioned and studied under 
the petrological microscope. This showed that five were 
made from a gabbroic clay, most likely from the Lizard 
Head in Cornwal l . The sixth sample contained inclusions 
of granitic origin and was probably made locally, 
Chysauster lying on granite formations. 

Author's address : 

Department of Archaeology 
University of Southampton 
Highfield 
Southampton 
S09 5NH 

~ Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England 



·. r ~ r ·' .., 
o.J >. \1 ,.,\;',.'I • • ) \ • 1 ; ~ ~, ! ~ • ~\.1, · .. ]: _: · .. · L ... '. , 1 '' . . \.n . .. . J l . • . \.n .. ) - ..: •. \ J 

.. , • • r r 
~l.) \ , . \ :.. • • 

: . "";' : i. t 1 i ._, :-:1 s ' , ·, . . . ' ::..; ... 

'"·r p.at·l<nt 0f .\rchacolo6y , Un iv.:: rsity of Southampton 

l n troduc ti on 

Six sma ll very fri a bl e sherd s of prehistoric pottery from Chysa uster, Co rnwall, 

were submitte J fo r a thin sect i on exam ina tion under the petrological microscope. 

r;,e ob j ect o f the analy s i s \vas twofold: (1) to characterize in de t a il th e fabric s 

in vol ved and c~mp a re them with each other, a nd (2) if possible to suggest likel y 

so urce a reas for th e pott ery. Chysauster lies on the gran ite. 

r e tro logy 

On the ba sis of the range of non-~lastic inclusions present in the six samples 

of pottery, two fabric divisions have been made. 

Grou !) 1 Gabbro AM La b. 8 410196, 8 410217, 8 410219, 8 410221, 8410224. 

The most prominent inclusions are made up of angular grains of partly 

decomposed felspar, so me of which have a ltered t o sericite, fresher plagioclas e 

and colourless or brown g r ains of a mphibol e, many of the latter appearing as 

fibrous agg regates. Also pres ent is a little pyroxene, serpentine and some grains 

o f quartz. This assemblage of minerals closely resembles Peacock's (1969a; 

19 69b) description of the natural weathering cl a y overlying the gabbro on the 

Lizard Hea d in Cormva 11, and this is likely to be the source of the clay used 

for the Chysnuster vess e ls. fhe gabbroic clay of the Lizard was extensively 

utilized for ~ottery making from the Neolithic to the Roman period 
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.:1tn sect :')u_;_~G r r· vcals 1 s c.J t t e r of 

]?. r :sc r i;-t c l ,Js i.o n s ,)£ g r a 11it i c ar i gi. n: qu ;1 rtz , pot.1sh fc: l ~'pa r, b r o1m a n d white 

a n -:l <; t t hj s s t agc the r e i s n o th i ng t o sugges l a n y t h ing o ther tha n a f .J irl y 

lo c .o~.l o ri !?; i !1 fo r thi s ves se l. 
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