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Description of works.

Groundworks for a new Tesco store, associated car parking and a service yard were monitored (Fig. 1). The north-
eastern part of the site was formerly occupied by a factory (Brannoc Fibres). 

Reductions to formation level involved a ‘cut and fill’ operation, with the level of the southern and eastern side of 
the site raised using material removed from the area to the north. The only intrusive works in the eastern past of 
the site were the removal of overburden and the excavation of a service trench near a pond, which exposed in situ
subsoil below a 0.1m depth of topsoil and modern debris. A large part of this area had been disturbed, probably 
during the construction of the former factory.

The south-western part of the site was covered by contaminated soil, probably also associated with the former 
factory. 

Much of the north-western part of the site was stripped of topsoil and monitored prior to the bulk removal of clay 
down to the formation level. 

A new retaining wall was constructed along much of the western site boundary. This produced a trench c. 150m 
long and up to 2.2m deep. The general layer sequence was: 
0-0.6m topsoil 
0.6-1.3m subsoil (mid-yellowish brown silty clay with occasional pebbles) 
1.3m+ in situ alluvial clay with pebbles 

No archaeological features or deposits were identified across the site. The few finds were typical of late 18th/19th-
century domestic assemblages.   

Recorder:

Neil Goodwin, Exeter Archaeology

Date sent to HER:

20.3.08



C A R  P A R K 

S T O R E

pond
observed section of 
retaining wall

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of 
The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office. © Crown copyright. 
Exeter City Council. 100025345.

Fig. 1  Location of site. Scale 1:2,500.


