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Description of works.

A watching brief was undertaken during works by South West Water to renew the mains supply in an area of the 
Lower Town. The route (Fig. 1) extended along Church Street from Fore Street, then southwards to Queen 
Square, terminating at Cockpit Hill; a total distance of c. 200m. 

The trench was 0.4m wide and 0.9m deep.

Along Church Street, the trench was excavated through areas of undisturbed in situ red-brown clay, exposed at a 
depth of 0.5m, directly beneath the modern road makeup. There was occasional disturbance from modern 
services. No archaeological features were observed.   

At the east end of Church Street the trench was excavated along the line of the previous main, leaving the fill of 
the earlier trench undisturbed on both the sides and the base of the trench. This use of the larger earlier trench 
continued southwards for c. 30m, and was reported to be the case for the remainder of the route.   

The spoil was removed from site with no opportunity to inspect it for finds.
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Fig. 1  Location of trench with observed areas indicated in red. Scale 1:1,000.

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of 
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