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Description 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out on improvement works to the drainage on the north 
side of St Saviours Church immediately to the west of the main entrance. This work was required by 
Diocese as a condition of Faculty. 
 
The excavation of a new service trench extending from the north wall of the church to the within c 1m of 
the churchyard wall was monitored. It avoided an existing (now disused) soak-away and connected the 
drainage into the main services in the road. 
 
Results (Fig. 1) 
The new service trench measured approximately 10m long, 400mm wide and was excavated to maximum 
depth of 300mm. Natural subsoil was not encountered. 
 
The typical sequence of deposits consisted of 150mm of dark brown loamy topsoil containing slate chips 
and frequent small stones, overlying brown clay subsoil containing abundant slate fragments and stones, 
occasional mortar fragments, and occasional unarticulated human bone fragments. A small number of 
recent ceramic sherds were recovered from this subsoil. They were discarded. 
 
Excavation of the new service trench exposed the eastern end of a brick lined burial vault at a depth of 
approximately 270mm. It comprised a lining of red brick bonded with lime mortar, capped by slate 
flagstones. This tomb is likely to be of mid 19th century date. No other features or deposits were 
observed.  

A plan as well as any other relevant drawings must be attached showing the location and extent of site, 
areas investigated and features exposed. 

 
Recorders: GY 
 

 
Date sent to HER: 
 
      

 
Please email completed form to:  archaeol@devon.gov.uk or post to County Archaeology Service, Environment 
Directorate, Matford Lane Offices, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QW.  Information recorded on this 
form will be added to the Historic Environment Record, and made available to all researchers.   
Any plans or photographs embedded within or attached to this form remain the copyright © of the recorder, and 
must not be reproduced in any publication without the explicit consent of the copyright holder. 




