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repositioning of some of the trenches. The positions of the trenches are shown on Figs 4 and
5.

Trenches were excavated under direct archaeological control using a wheeled excavator fitted
with a toothless grading bucket. Topsoil and underlying deposits were removed to the level of
either natural subsoil, or the top of significant archaeological deposits (whichever was
higher).

The standard EA recording system was employed. Stratigraphic information was recorded on
pro-forma context record sheets and individual trench recording forms, plans and sections for
each trench were drawn at a scale of 1:10, 1:20 or 1:50 as appropriate and a detailed black
and white print and colour (digital) photographic record was made. Pro forma registers were
maintained for photographs, drawings and context sheets. Finds were labelled and bagged on
site and taken to the EA offices for processing and cataloguing.

A complete photographic record of the interior and exterior of the hospital (where accessible)
was prepared, along with a written description of the building. Existing survey drawings were
annotated, accompanied by new drawings where necessary. Details of modern hospital
fixtures and fittings were not recorded in detail, and only the major structural changes are
described in section 7 below.

6. EVALUATION RESULTS (Figs 6-8; Pls 1-6)

Relevant detailed plans and sections are included as Figs 6-8 and detailed context
descriptions for each trench are set out in Appendix 2. No archaeological features were
exposed in trenches 4-6.

Trench 1 (Detailed plan and sections Fig. 6, Pls 1 and 2)
This trench measured 30m x 1.8m, was orientated approximately north to south and was
excavated to a maximum depth of 1.8m. Two east to west aligned walls (105 and 107) were
located towards the centre, while a further wall (113) was located at the southern end of the
trench. Natural subsoil was located at a depth of 1.6m below current ground level (72.4m
aOD). Detailed context descriptions for this trench are set out in Appendix 2, Table 1, and all
archaeological features are described below.

Wall 105 was aligned approximately east to west, was 0.26m wide and at least 1.5m deep. It was constructed of
roughly squared random coursed limestone slabs bonded with light yellow-red lime mortar. This wall represents
part of the 1837-8 Workhouse.

Wall 107 was aligned approximately east to west, was 0.4m wide and at least 1.5m deep. It was constructed of
roughly squared random uncoursed limestone rubble bonded with light yellow-red lime mortar. This wall
represents part of the 1837-8 Workhouse.

Wall 113 was Z-shaped, was 0.6m wide and at least 0.7m deep. It was constructed of roughly squared, coursed
limestone bonded with light yellow-red lime mortar. This wall represents part of the 1837-8 Workhouse.

Trench 2 (Detailed plan and section Fig. 7, Pl. 3)
This trench measured 12m x 1.8m, was orientated approximately east to west and was
excavated to a maximum depth of 1.25m (72.74m aOD). The only feature present was a
single posthole (207). Detailed context descriptions for this trench are set out in Appendix 2,
Table 2, and the posthole is described below.
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the original function of this room. The southern room contains a fireplace and is the only
room in this range to be heated. Adjacent to the fireplace is a 19th-century cupboard. Where
visible, the range retains its original roof structure, lined on the inside with lath and plaster.

The east range
The east range is superficially similar to the west range, the main difference being that the
north part of the structure has been partially rebuilt with a first floor added. This rebuilding
utilises a grey limestone and may well be contemporary with the construction of the east
wing of the infirmary, probably either in 1893 or 1897. Masonry near the southwest corner of
the range was rebuilt in the 1960s when the eastern half of the altered south range was
demolished. Much of this range could not be entered due to presence of asbestos. However a
number of features can be identified from its plan and from the accessible areas. The northern
part of the building probably originally contained toilets entered from the northeast courtyard.
The room to the south of the toilets now contains two fireplaces, but may well have been
originally unheated (as with the opposite room in the west range). The fireplaces were
probably inserted in the 19th century when the first floor was added. In the south part of the
range there is wide, sloping masonry in an internal wall that may also represent the position
of another fireplace. Its orientation, however, away from the interior of the large room to the
south, may indicate the feature is a later insertion of unknown function.

The north range
The north range is separated from the remainder of the workhouse by two passages. The
central section originally projected to the north, and part of this range was rebuilt into the
infirmary and is described in section 7.6 below. The connecting rooms were demolished in
the late 19th or early 20th century after the infirmary wings were added, and the range
currently comprises east and west wings, both of which are single storeyed with double-
pitched slate roofs. The interiors of these wings could not be entered during the survey. The
western part of the west wing survives, and at least partially houses electrical equipment. On
the north elevation this original masonry has been rebuilt at its east end, the rebuilding
delineating the position of the east side of the demolished part of the wing to the north. To the
south of this rebuild there is a central chimney stack that may be associated with the original
workhouse, rather than have been added later.

The eastern end has been rebuilt several times, although the eastern elevation retains a
fragment of original masonry. The first rebuild was originally constructed in red brick to one-
and-a-half storey height, but the north end was later raised in the equivalent of two storeys.
During this refurbishment a large door was inserted into the east elevation. Both sections of
roof are double pitched, and are covered with corrugated iron sheets. To the north a double-
pitched single storeyed extension had been added and has subsequently been removed. This
extension had a double pitched roof and contained at least two rooms divided by a brick wall.

The eastern wing comprises two sections, an east-west aligned section with three rooms and a
north-south aligned room. The north wall of the former incorporates a number of wooden
louvred vents as well as small metal vents, whilst the north elevation of the latter incorporates
a chimney stack. It is not clear whether the stack served a chimney within the surviving room
or the demolished room to the north. The only surviving fragment of this room to the north is
a length of wall projecting south from the infirmary range.
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7.3 First floor (Fig. 10)
The first floor of the workhouse was originally confined to the central range and the central
sections of the east and west ranges. In the late 19th century a first floor was added to the
north end of the east range.

The central range
The present arrangement of the octagonal tower reflects the modern use of the site as a
hospital, and all the partitions are modern. However, the building must have been divided
into smaller rooms, mirroring the surviving layout on the ground floor. As a minimum there
were rooms either side of the stairs, and further accommodation to the north of the corridor.
Whether there were three small rooms as at present or a large one is unknown. The north
elevation incorporates a central fireplace, which may hint at only one room being present
north of the corridor.

The east and west wings of this range were both originally divided into two rooms: a large
dormitory with small lobby adjacent to the central tower. Unlike the ground floor there are no
lobbies at the outer ends of the dormitories. This indicates the inner lobbies contained stairs
from the ground to the second floor, whereas the outer lobbies contained stairs rising only to
the first floor. In the west wing lobby there is a chase in the wall marking the position of the
stairs to the second floor. The lintel above adjacent the adjacent lintel is fire damaged.

The windows in the bays to the outside of the lobby partitions each have a single splayed
reveal, a practice that also occurs in the east and west ranges (see below). It seems unlikely
that this is an original feature, and given the presence of modern partitions adjacent to the
windows the windows may have been narrowed in the 20th century to facilitate the insertion
of these partitions to create wards and toilets.

The west and east ranges
The west and east ranges were probably originally large open rooms, but have since been
subdivided. The only original features are fireplaces in the north elevations. In the projecting
sections of the outside (east and west) elevations one window in each range is splayed. As
with the central range, described above, the narrowing of these windows probably relates to
the insertion of the present 20th-century partitions rather than being original features. In both
ranges fire exit doors have been inserted into the south elevations. These led to external metal
stairs (now removed but see www.workhouses.org.uk for a photograph showing the stairs in
place). The only surviving external evidence for these stairs are large brackets for the treads
below the doors.

In the late 19th century the east range was extended, with the provision of two rooms on the
first floor over the existing northern ground-floor rooms. The rooms were heated by
fireplaces in the east elevations, and lit by sash windows in the east and west elevation. These
are of two designs, with both horned and hornless sashes, which almost certainly reflects their
reuse from an earlier building.

7.4 Second floor and roof structure (Fig. 11; Pl. 10)
The second floor layout was originally almost identical to the first floor being present in the
central range and the central sections of the east and west ranges.
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7.6 The infirmary (Fig. 12; Pls 11-12)

General description
The infirmary is detached from the main hospital building and was last occupied by various
health services. The central range has been retained from the 1837-8 workhouse. Nicola
Burley of Heritage Vision has identified expenditure for new wings at Tiverton in 1893 and
1897, and has inferred that these relate to the construction of the end wings of the infirmary
buildings. Although broadly similar in plan and general execution, there are subtle
architectural differences that indicate the two wings are not contemporary and were probably
built separately (in 1893 and 1897). The east wing differs from the west wing, for example, in
that it was constructed with a chamfered brick stringcourse at ground level, and grey
limestone was used in the window voussoirs.

In the centre of the building in an early two-storey, 20th-century addition, with further later
single-storey 20th-century rooms and corridors added to the either side. These later additions
are not described further.

Many of the internal and external door and window opening have been blocked, altered in
size or converted. Several original door frames survive and there are a number of horned sash
windows, all in wooden frames and with a mixture of wood and metal glazing bars. However,
some of these horned sash windows occur in some of the later 20th-century extensions and it
is not clear how many of the windows are actually of 19th-century date.

The ground floor
The central range is formed by the north part of the 1837-8 workhouse and comprises a
central rectangular room, formerly entered by two doors, flanked by rooms on either side.
This central room contains an off-centre staircase to the first floor. There are currently two
rooms on the east side of the range divided by a modern wall. However, this wall is probably
on the line of an original partition since there are two fireplaces in the north elevation, one on
each side of this wall. The eastern part of the range is also currently divided into two rooms,
and it is not known whether the present (solid) wall is original. The present ceiling is modern,
but the original lath and plaster ceiling is preserved at a higher level complete with pugging
(sound deadening).

In the early 20th century a two-storey brick structure was added to the north of this range. It
has now been divided from the range by a corridor and the now-smaller room houses plant.
There is a blocked fireplace in the north elevation of this room.

The late 19th-century east and west ranges were originally near-identical in plan, with both
ranges containing a lobby/stairwell, large room and toilet. Both ranges retain their original
staircases to the first floor; they are slightly different in design. The large rooms have two
fireplaces in their east and west external elevations. In the 20th century the east range was
altered with the large room divided into two smaller rooms, and cupboards inserted into both
corridors. Other alterations to the fenestration have taken place.

The first floor
At first-floor level the 1837-8 central range comprises a central rectangular block flanked by
large rooms on either side. The central block contains a lobby entered from the staircase with
doors leading into the flanking rooms. Along the south side of the block is a large room
heated by a fireplace in the south elevation. The thin partition forming this room is probably
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as a workhouse. The vessel forms include domestic, possibly personal, items such as chamber
pots, cups, bowls and dishes. The scissors are an interesting small find.

This collection is interesting in showing how strongly South Somerset wares dominated the
Tiverton pottery market in the early 18th century.

9. DISCUSSION

9.1 Development of the site and the workhouses

Early history
The evaluation has produced no evidence, either through the presence of features or finds, for
archaeological activity on the site prior to the construction of the workhouse in 1704. The
cartographic evidence, however, suggests that the area was used for agriculture from at least
the medieval period onwards. In view of the lack of early historic finds it seems likely that
the site has been heavily landscaped. This probably occurred at the north end of the site
around 1700 and in 1837-8 when the workhouses were constructed, and to the south in the
later 20th when the hospital building and ambulance station were constructed (an episode that
probably removed the mapped field boundaries).

The 1704 workhouse
It is clear from the evaluation that the 1704 workhouse was thoroughly demolished after it
went out of use, although the cartographic evidence suggests this took place in two phases, in
1836-8 and in the second half of the 20th century. In trench 4 a robber trench along the line of
the footings for the west wall of the east wing was located.

A number of pits and a large basement-type feature were found, all located within the gardens
of the workhouse, although one pit containing building material was found below the
workhouse. Interestingly, the pottery from these features dates to 1710-1740, a period soon
after the workhouse was constructed. The significance is this assemblage is not known, and it
is curious that there is little later material that would be associated with this early workhouse.

The position of the basement-type feature exposed in trench 7 is odd. No structure in this
location is depicted on any historic map, and its position is again within a garden of the
workhouse. The shape, with vertical sides and a flat base, points towards a structural feature
with the masonry having been robbed out, and the feature must represent a basement or
cellar. The stepped profile is slightly odd, but can be explained if the step on the southern
edge of the feature represents its original base, giving a suitable depth for a cellar, and the
deeper northern part of the feature would represent a later enlargement of the structure.

The 1837-8 workhouse and later alterations
Belmont hospital is a good survival of a Scott and Moffatt-designed workhouse, and although
parts of the building have been demolished, notably the eastern half of the south range, the
fabric of the original workhouse has been retained and reused within the later hospital. The
walls uncovered in trench 1 during the evaluation demonstrated that footings of the
demolished eastern part of the south range survive, although all floor surfaces have been
removed. It can clearly be seen from the surviving west part of the range that floor level is
above the present exterior ground surface.
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The evaluation has demonstrated the presence of archaeological features relating to the 18th-
and 19th-century workhouses in three areas:

1. To the west of the site entrance from Belmont Road where there is an 18th-century
basement,

2. At the northeast corner of the site where there are 18th-century pits, and
3. At the south end of the 19th-century workhouse where footings of a demolished range

survive.

At the first location the development will entail the construction of a new dwelling (unit 77a).
At the second location a block of flats will be constructed. These will overlie the position of
the 18th-century workhouse and partially extend into its gardens where the pits were exposed.
At the third location the demolished east part of the south range is to be rebuilt. The footings
of the original range will be destroyed by construction of the new building. However, their
exposure will have the potential to inform on an accurate plan for the new build.
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supervised by A.J. Passmore BSc, AIFA, assisted by suitable qualified EA archaeologists. Exeter
Archaeology is directed by a member of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

6.2 Exeter Archaeology operations are subject to Health and Safety policies prepared by Exeter City
Council which include all aspects of work covered by the Health and Safety at Work Act (1974). All
works within this scheme will be carried out in accordance with current Safe Working Practices and
existing risk assessments.

7. SOURCES CONSULTED

Burley, N. 2008 Belmont Hospital, Tiverton, Devon: historic analysis study to inform proposed alterations &
new development, (unpublished report by Heritage Vision).

Collings, A.G. and Passmore, A.J. 2008 Belmont Hospital Tiverton: an archaeological assessment and historic
buildings appraisal, Exeter Archaeology Report No. 08.46.

Reed, S. 2008 Brief for Archaeological Evaluation and Historic Building Recording: Belmont Hospital,
Tiverton (HES ref. Arch/dc/md/10509).

8. SPECIALISTS CONTRIBUTORS AND ADVISORS

8.1 The expertise of the following specialists can be called upon if required:
Bone artefact analysis: Ian Riddler;
Dating techniques: University of Waikato Radiocarbon Laboratory, NZ; Scottish Universities Research
and Reactor Centre, East Kilbride; Alex Bayliss (EH);
Charcoal identification: Dana Challinor (Oxford);
Diatom analysis: Nigel Cameron (UCL);
Environmental data: Mike Allen (AEA); Vanessa Straker (EH);
Faunal remains: Southampton University Faunal Remains Unit and sub-consultants, Dale Seargantson,
Polydora Baker (EH); Lorraine Higbee (Taunton);
Fish bone identification: Alison Locker;
Foraminifera analysis: Mike Godwin;
Finds conservation: Alison Hopper-Bishop (RAM Museum, Exeter); Salisbury Conservation Centre;
Human remains: Louise Loe (Oxford Archaeology); Dr. James Steele (Centre for Human Ecology,
Southampton);
Lithic analysis: Dr. Linda Hurcombe (Exeter University); John Newberry (Paignton); Olaf Bayer
(Oxford);
Medieval and post-medieval finds: John Allan (Exeter Archaeology) and sub-consultants;
Metallurgy: Chris Salter (Oxford University); Ancient Monuments Laboratory (English Heritage) Peter
Crew (Snowdonia National Park), Gill Juleff (Exeter University);
Molluscan analysis: Terrestrial-Paul Davis (Bristol); Marine- Jan Light (Godalming);
Numismatics: Norman Shiel (Exeter);
Petrology/geology: Roger Taylor (RAM Museum, Exeter); Dr R. Scrivener (British Geological
Survey);
Plant remains: Julie Jones (Bristol); Wendy Carruthers (Llantrisant)
Pollen: Dr Heather Tinsley (Bristol); Elizabeth Huckerby (Lancaster University Archaeological Unit);
Prehistoric pottery: Henrietta Quinnell (Exeter);
Roman finds: Paul Bidwell & associates (Arbeia Roman Fort, South Shields);
Soil Science:Matthew Canti (EH) and sub-consultants;
Textiles: Penelope Rogers (York)

A.J. Passmore
Exeter Archaeology, July 2008, Revised August 2008
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Table 4: Trench 4
Context
No.

Depth (b.g.s.) Description Interpretation

400 0-0.3m Modern made ground Modern made ground
403 0.3-0.5m Mid brown sandy clay Buried topsoil
404 0.5-0.8m Light yellow brown sandy clay Subsoil
407 0.8+ Mid red brown sandy clay Natural subsoil

Table 5: Trench 5
Context
No.

Depth (b.g.s.) Description Interpretation

500 0-0.1m Tarmac Modern surface
501 0.1-0.3m Stone hardcore Surface make-up
503 0.3-0.5m Mid brown sandy clay Buried topsoil
504 0.5-0.8m Light yellow brown sandy clay Subsoil
505 0.8+ Mid red brown sandy clay Natural subsoil

Table 6: Trench 6
Context
No.

Depth (b.g.s.) Description Interpretation

600 0-0.3m Mid to dark brown loamy clay Modern topsoil
601 0.3-0.6m Mid red brown sand Modern made ground
602 0.6-1.2m Mid brown black silty clay Modern made ground
603 1.2-1.5m Mid brown red silty clay Modern made ground
604 1.5-2m Light yellow brown sandy clay Subsoil
605 2+ Mid red brown sandy clay Natural subsoil

Table 7: Trench 7
Context
No.

Depth (b.g.s.) Description Interpretation

700 0-0.4m Tarmac and hardcore Modern surface
701 0.4+ Mid red brown sand Natural subsoil
702 0.4-2.78m E-W aligned linear feature Cellar or basement
703 2.4-2.78m Light to mid yellow brown silty clay Fill of feature [702]
704 2.4-2.74m Mid grey silty clay Fill of feature [702]
705 2.28-2.78m Light yellow brown sandy clay Fill of feature [702]
706 1.8-2.44m Crushed brick and mortar Fill of feature [702]
707 1.8-2.2m Mid to dark grey sandy clay Fill of feature [702]
708 1.3-1.8m Mid yellow brown silty clay Fill of feature [702]
709 0.9-1.3m Light yellow brown clayey sand Fill of feature [702]
710 0.64-2.1m Light to mid yellow brown silty clay Fill of feature [702]
711 0.6-1.84m Mid brown silty clay Fill of feature [702]
712 0.9-1.6m Mid yellow brown silty clay Fill of feature [702]
713 0.4-1m Light brown red sand Fill of feature [702]
714 0.4-1.2m Light to mid red brown silty clay Fill of feature [702]
715 0.4-0.66m Light yellow brown clay Fill of feature [702]
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APPENDIX 3: FINDS QUANTIFICATION, by J.P. Allan

Context Material Date Comments
116 Post-

medieval
pottery

after 1770 5 sherds Staffordshire plain white earthenware

119 Post-
medieval
pottery

after 1680 1 sherd South Somerset trailed slip ware, 2 sherds South Somerset
coarsewares, 1 sherd North Devon gravel tempered coarseware, 12
fragments of large common brick.

300 Post-
medieval
pottery

1710-
1730

4 sherds Bristol-Staffordshire yellow slipware (1 cup), 7 sherds
South Somerset trailed slip ware (1 bucket handled pot, 1 dish, 1
bowl), 9 sherds South Somerset coarsewares (2 cups-1 burnt), 1
glazed limestone fragment, 3 clay pipe stems.

308 Post-
medieval
pottery

1710-
1750

5 sherds Bristol-Staffordshire trailed slip ware (2 dishes-1 burnt, 1
jug, 1 chamber pot), 3 sherds Bristol Staffordshire yellow slip ware
(2 cups, 1 press moulded dish with feathering), 1 sherd Bristol-
Staffordshire grey engobe stoneware, 8 sherds South Somerset
trailed slip ware (4 dishes, 1 jar, 1 jug), 24 sherds South Somerset
coarsewares (1 dish, 2 cups, 3 jars, 3 jugs, 3 chamber pots), 1 sherd
South Somerset double slipware (1 dish), 1 South Somerset ridge
tile, 8 clay pipe stems, 3 fragments English green globular form
bottle glass.

310 Post-
medieval
pottery

1710-
1740

7 sherds South Somerset trailed slip ware (1 dish, 2 jugs, 2 jars, 1
chamber pot), 1 sherd South Somerset slip and mottled green (1
cup), 27 sherds South Somerset coarsewares (1 pan, 1 lipped bowl, 1
jar, 1 chamber pot), 1 clay pipe stem, 3 fragments globular form
bottle glass.

313 Post-
medieval
pottery

1710-
1750

1 sherd Bristol-Staffordshire treacle brown earthenware, 1 sherd
Bristol-Staffordshire press moulded with trailed brown design, 2
sherds South Somerset slipware (2 chamber pots), 6 clay pipe stems
and 1 bowl, 1 fragment green globular form bottle glass, 1 scissor.

318 Post-
medieval
pottery

1700-
1750

12 fragments South Somerset ridge tile, 5 fragments flat tile.

706 Post-
medieval
pottery

1700-
1730

3 sherds Bristol-Staffordshire grey engobe stoneware (1 tankard), 1
sherd South Somerset trailed slip ware, 10 sherds South Somerset
coarsewares (1 bowl), 1 South Somerset ridge tile, 11 fragments clay
pipe stem, 18 fragments of large common brick.


































