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@����The medieval house
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�����������#�*����K�#����#���������$��������������������������$���������$������������<�+��$��
*������K��#������������������������#�����#����$% +������������X�$�����������&��������$����������
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in this part of the building suggests that these may be reclaimed timbers. Among the obvious
architectural salvage are a number of coloured glass panels and a large Victorian Gothic door.

The eastern and southern walls of this building are formed by the stone wall bounding
Countess Wear Road. This wall is constructed of large, grey limestone blocks, with a slate
coping following the pitch of the shallow, sloping roofs behind. To the south the wall turns at
a 45 degree angle to run beneath the north wall of the turret, i.e. forming the lower part of its
north wall. The wall is pierced by a doorway closed by an attractive plank door, decorated
externally with applied fillets, and probably of 19th-century date. Part of the southern jamb
has been rebuilt in late 19th or 20th-century bricks and the lintel is of concrete.

Although these buildings may originate as 19th-century outbuildings or sheds connected with
the house, it is evident that they have been considerably reconstructed in recent years and few
features of any historic significance or interest remain.

4.5 �������		��

The small two-storey turret is constructed in the same manner as the rear range, with thin
vertical studs and diagonal braces. The lower part of the north wall appears to be of stone
construction, as previously described, but the eastern, southern and western walls, together
with the upper parts of the northern wall are all timber framed and seem to have been clad
with horizontal boarding, now hidden by external render. Against the north wall is a brick
fireplace contracting into a narrow vertical flue which rises through the first-floor room and
through the roof. There was formerly a doorway in the east wall, opening into Countess Wear
Road. All the windows are modern replacements.

In the north-eastern corner of the building is a small, narrow staircase with a crude handrail,
leading to the first floor. A hatch is visible in the north-western corner of the first-floor
structure, and this opening appears to be integral with the first-floor frame. At first-floor level
is a small, unheated room. The roof is supported by flimsy common-rafter trusses linked by 
collars no more substantial than necessary to support a ceiling.

This building is presumably of 18th- or 19th-century date; as its construction is similar to that
of the rear range, the two parts of the building may be contemporary. The purpose of the
turret is unknown; it appears to have been designed for a specific function and it may
originally have been weather-boarded or slate-hung rather than rendered. The picturesque
shape of the turret might suggest that it was a prospect tower or a summer house; however the
lack of a fireplace in the upper room and the position of the turret at the rear of the house
where it does not seem well placed to take advantage of the view of the river, seems to
militate against this. It may be an industrial or agricultural structure of some sort; a granary or
store, an apple loft and pound house, or perhaps a net loft.

5 THE 2009-10 RECORDING (pls 3 and 4)

The present, very low-pitched roofs of the eastern extension were observed when they were
removed; they had been entirely rebuilt in the late 20th century, and were of flimsy
construction and in poor repair. Their removal exposed the construction of the north wall of
the turret. The lower part of the wall, against which stands a fireplace proved to be of cob
construction to the height of the demolished roof, above which the upper part of the turret
could be seen to be timber framed (Pl. 3). The framing is clad with wide, horizontal boarding,
the edges of the boards being butted, rather than lapped. The boards meet none too accurately
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