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1. INTRODUCTION (Fig. 1)

This report presents the results of historic building recording undertaken by Exeter Archaeology
in May and June 2010 on the former farmhouse of New Inn Farm, Calverleigh, Loxbeare (SS
92036 14488; Fig. 1), a Listed Grade II building of 17th-century or earlier date (LBS No.
96751). The works were commissioned by Mr H. Pope on behalf of the owner of the property
Mrs Parr and were undertaken in connection with repairs and alterations to the building
undertaken under Listed Building Consent (Mid Devon District Council, application number
10/00718/LBC).

2. THEWORKS

The main elements to the repair and alteration works consisted of 1) repairs to two roof trusses;
2) partial removal of two internal first-floor partitions, and; 3) repairs to a decayed beam and
fractured floor joists. The repairs were undertaken where the structure of the building was
failing. This is discussed in section 6 below.

3. AIMS

The aims of the work were to record elements of the historic fabric of the building to be repaired
or removed, and to record any historic fabric exposed during removal of the first-floor partitions.

4. METHOD (Appendix 1)

The recording work was carried out in accordance with a brief supplied by the Devon County
Council Archaeological Officer (Reed 2010, reproduced as appendix 1) and a subsequent
Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by EA (Passmore 2010).

A desk-based assessment was carried out in order to provide a historical and archaeological
context for the building. The following repositories and sources were consulted:

� Devon Record Office and Westcountry Studies Library (historic maps, records and
secondary sources);

� Devon County Council Historic Environment Service (including Historic Environment
Record entries and aerial photographs);

� Listed building records;
� Exeter Archaeology archives.

The site work consisted of a photographic, written and drawn record (at scales of 1:5, 1:20 and
1:50) of features that would be affected by the works and an inspection of other areas of the
building in order to place the features in context. Following removal of plaster from the
partitions these walls were likewise recorded before cob infill was removed.
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Truss 3 is of a different design from truss 1, and is constructed from larger timbers. It was
formerly closed to the apex but has been partially reopened. Between the trusses are vertical
posts, attached to a lower, secondary collar, that are infilled with cob and covered with lath and
plaster painted white. The cob and covering generally survive only at the base of the truss, below
the raised ceiling of the rooms below. The lower collar has pulled away from the principal rafter,
and a modern brace as been added above to provide structural support. There is a primary collar
higher up the truss. The lower collar is lap-jointed and the higher is notched lap-jointed and
attached with pegs. The side purlins are trenched into the back of the principal rafters. The
common rafters are thin and frequent, and are of a less regular form than around trusses 1 and 2.
The ridge purlin to the west is set diagonally into the apex of the rafter, whereas the later ridge
purlin to the east is set into a raised yoke.

Truss 4 is of the same basic design as truss 3 and has two collars, although the lower one is
positioned higher than that in truss 3, possibly reflecting the higher ceiling in the rooms below.
The lower collar has pulled away from the principal rafter. The truss is open except for studs
hanging from the lower collar that support the ceiling below.

Truss 5, similar to truss 1, is also open and has a low-level collar. This truss is located adjacent to
the east wall of the property, to the east of the stack forming the lobby entrance. The roofspace is
blocked beyond this truss, forming the party wall between the two properties. This partition is
almost certainly of mid-19th-century date.

The east end of the roof is hipped and incorporates a chimney stack.

6.2 The first-floor partitions

West partition
This partition is located at the west end of the building over the ground-floor hall, and divides
two bedrooms from a corridor and another bedroom. The partition is formed from vertical studs
attached to the lower collar, which extend upwards as far as the ceiling. Several of the studs have
been reused; these display rows of pegholes. The voids between the studs are infilled with cob,
and the partition is covered with lath and plaster. Throughout the first floor layers of plaster, both
painted and covered with wallpaper, are visible, along with patches of modern cement render. In
the southwest bedroom this lath and plaster supports a moulded cornice that lines up with a
moulded beam above the south side of the room. The partition was observed to overlie some of
the earlier layers of plaster, indicating that the partition is a secondary feature. The partition
incorporates a central doorway, that has been raised in height. The single visible post has a
chamfer and a high-level flat stop. At its north end the upper section of the partition, below the
dislodged collar, has recently been repaired.

Middle partition
The next partition divides two bedrooms and extends across the corridor where it divides a small
store from the stairwell. The construction technique is the same as used in the west partition, and
the wall also incorporates a central doorway. Again, this doorway has been raised and its head
removed. The infill between the studs to the north of this door has been partially removed.
Significant repairs were only undertaken to the southern half of the partition; the north end was
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APPENDIX 1: The Brief

BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING

Location: New Inn Farm
Parish: Calverleigh
District: Mid Devon
County: Devon
NGR: 292036,114488

Planning Application no: n/a

Proposal: repairs to listed building (LBS ref: 96751)

Historic Environment Service ref: Arch/dc/md/16208

1. INTRODUCTION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

1.1 This brief has been prepared by the Devon County Council Historic Environment Service (HES)
with regard to the archaeological works - in this case a programme of historic building fabric recording -
required in support of a Listed Building Application to the Local Planning Authority. This brief has been
produced specifically for the above site and at the request of Catherine Marlow, Mid Devon Conservation
Officer.

1.2 The principal aim of this scheme is to make a record of the historic building prior to the
commencement of the development. However, subsequent recording may be required during the course
of the proposed works where previously obscured historic fabric or architectural features are exposed by
such works.

2. WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION

2.1 This document sets out the scope of the works required to record the historic fabric affected by
the proposed development and will form the basis of the Project Design to be prepared by the
archaeological consultant and approved by the HES and the Local Planning Authority (LPA).

2.2 The Project Design must be submitted by the applicant or on their behalf by their agent or
archaeological consultant and approved by the HES and the Local Planning Authority prior to any
development commencing on site.

3. PROGRAMMEOF ARCHAEOLOGICALWORKS

3.1 Desk-based assessment
The programme of work shall include a desk-based appraisal of the site to place the development area
into its historic and archaeological context. This work will consist of map regression based on the
Ordnance Survey maps and the Tithe Map(s) and Apportionments. An examination will also be made of
records and aerial photographs held by the HER. The reporting requirements for the desk-based work
will be confirmed in consultation with the HES.

3.2 Historic building recording
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