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Abstract

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land at 24 Rattle Rd, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex (NGR 563517 104551). One 10m long trial trench was excavated in advance of a proposed new residential construction (Planning Reference: WD/2006/1212/O). The site lies c. 800m east of the Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM 27013) of Pevensey Castle. One gully of probable Romano-British date was recorded. Seven other pottery sherds from the Roman and medieval periods were recovered from the subsoil. 
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1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
Archaeology South-East (ASE), a division of University College London Field Archaeology Unit, was commissioned by Rene Godfrey to undertake an archaeological evaluation of land at 24 Rattle Rd, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex prior to the construction of a detached dwelling. (NGR 563517 104551) (Fig. 1).
1.2
Outline planning permission has already been granted by Wealden District Council (ref: WD/2006/1212/O), however, due to the archaeological potential of the site, the East Sussex County Archaeologist (ESCC) (Wealden District Council’s adviser on archaeological issues) attached a planning condition to the application requiring a programme of archaeological work to be undertaken prior to construction. The recommended programme was in the form of a Stage 1 evaluation by trail trenching.
1.3
A Method Statement outlining the requirements was prepared by Neil Griffin of Archaeology South-East and submitted to East Sussex County Council for approval. This document outlined a strategy for the archaeological evaluation of the site by one mechanically excavated trial trench. 
1.4
The British and Geological Survey Sheet 319 (1: 50 000 map) shows the site lies on Tunbridge Wells Sand. 
1.5
The fieldwork was undertaken by Paul Riccoboni (Field officer) and Leonie Pett (Site Assistant). The project was managed by Neil Griffin (Project Manager) and Louise Rayner (Post-excavation Manager).

2.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 
The site is located c. 800m west of the Scheduled Ancient Monument of Pevensey Castle (SAM 27013) (Fig. 1). This monument includes the Anderita Saxon Shore fort, traces of later Norman defences, an enclosure castle, a 16th Century gun emplacement and World War II defences situated on a low spur of sand and clay which now lies around 2km north west of the present East Sussex coastline at Pevensey. During the Roman and medieval periods the spur formed a peninsula projecting into a tidal lagoon and marshland, but coastal deposition and land reclamation have gradually built up the ground around it so that it is now completely land-locked. 
2.2
Archaeology South East have previously undertaken archaeological projects within Pevensey. An excavation was conducted at Pevensey & Westham CE School in 2004 (James and Barber 2004). The main focus of the site comprised of a series of major boundary ditches separating the medieval settlement from the marshes to the south, together with evidence for a small timber framed structure.
2.3
A field evaluation of land at Pevensey Church farm (Greatorex 2000) revealed substantial in situ structures and associated floor layers. The recovered artefactual evidence currently suggests the survival here of more than one large building dating to the 12th/13th Centuries. 
2.4
The study site has been used as the garden of 24 Rattle Rd. Of particular relevance to this area of Pevensey was the discovery of the possible Roman branch road between Rattle Road and Springfield Close. An excavation uncovered the remains of a shale Roman table top (Record No. TQ 60 SW30), now held at the British Museum. It is thought that a possible Roman settlement may have been destroyed here in the 1960s during development work. 
3.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY

3.1 The objectives of the archaeological evaluation were to ensure that features of archaeological interest were properly examined and recorded, and to therefore establish if there are any archaeological deposits at the site which may be affected by the proposed development. Particular attention was to be made to the extent, character, height below ground level, condition, date and significance of the deposits. 

3.2 The groundwork comprised the excavation of a 10m long trench which was 2.0m in width. This trench was positioned to provide a good coverage of the area of development (Fig 2). The trench was accurately located using offsets from known points with 50m tapes. 
3.3 The site was scanned prior to excavation using a CAT scanner. The trenches were then excavated by a 7 tonne 360º tracked excavator fitted with a 1.5m wide ditching bucket. The trench was excavated under the constant direction of staff from Archaeology South East. 
3.4 All encountered archaeological deposits, features and finds were recorded according to accepted professional standards in accordance with the Specification using standard Archaeology South-East context record sheets. Deposit colours were verified by visual inspection and not by reference to a Munsell Colour chart.

3.5 A full photographic record of the work was kept (black and white prints and colour slides) and will form part of the site archive. The archive is presently held at the Archaeology South-East offices at Ditchling and will be offered to a suitable local museum. 
3.6 An overall site plan was maintained at a scale of 1:50, sections were drawn at 1: 10. The site was levelled with respect to a Bench Mark on the corner of 99 Rattle Road. This Bench Mark measured a height of 9.45m AOD. 
4.0 RESULTS (Fig. 3)
4.1
Trench 1 was excavated to a length of 10m and to depths of between 600mm (7.96m AOD) at the north eastern end of the site and 600mm (7.80m AOD) at the south western end of the trench. The following stratigraphy was recorded (latest to earliest). Context 1/001 was a dark greyish brown topsoil. It had a loose consistency and a silty clay texture. It contained modern fragments of tile and occasional stones and gravels. Directly beneath 1/001 was Context 1/002. This was a light greyish brown coloured silty clay. Two sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from this deposit. A Victorian field drain was also seen within this Content crossing the trench on a north-south orientation. Context 1/003 was a light orange brown coloured clay silt. This natural deposit was firm and contained manganese staining throughout. 
4.2
Cut through Context 1/003 was Cut 1/004. This was a linear shaped feature, with sharp, almost straight sides and a rounded base. This linear feature was interpreted as a gully. Cut 1/004 was filled by 1/005. This was an mid greyish brown silty clay, which was a firm consistency. Manganese flecking and occasional flint shingle was seen throughout. This fill contained pottery of Romano-British date. One intrusive sherd of 12th – 14th century date was also recovered.  

5. FINDS 
Trista Clifford incorporating comments by Lucy Sibun

5.1
The evaluation produced a small assemblage of mixed-date pottery, ceramic building material (CBM) and bone from two contexts, the quantification of this is shown on Table 1.

	 
	Pottery
	Weight (g)
	CBM
	Weight (g)
	Bone
	Weight (g)
	Burnt clay
	Weight (g)

	[1/002]
	7
	34
	4
	14
	1
	26
	 
	 

	[1/005]
	6
	28
	2
	4
	 
	 
	2
	4


Table 1: quantification of finds from RRW06

5.2
Context [1/002] (subsoil) produced two conjoining sherds from a wheelmade sand-tempered flanged bowl c AD 250–400. The prototype for these bowls was produced by the Black Burnished Ware 1 industry in Dorset, but this form was widely copied by other late Roman industries. This context also contained some medieval sherds, probably Pevensey ware dating to the 12th–14th century. A piece of cattle longbone with butchery marks was also recovered from the subsoil [1/002]. 

5.3
Context [1/005], from a gully, produced several fragments of Roman grog-tempered ware, along with a fragment of Pevensey ware, again dated c 12th–14th centuries. This context also contained two fragments of burnt clay, probably Roman in date, which appear to be part of a metal working crucible. 
6. INTERPRETATION

6.1
The archaeological evaluation proved that archaeological remains do exist on the proposed development site. 
6.2
The most significant discovery was the probable drainage gully, located in the trench on a north-south orientation. The presence of grog tempered ware (AD 250-400) and fragments of a probable Roman metal working crucible provisionally date this feature to the Romano-British period. No other associated features were recorded within the evaluation trench.

6.3
The presence of 12th – 14th century pottery sherds within the subsoil and intrusive in the gully suggests that some activity was taking place in the area during the medieval period. The nature and depth of the topsoil and subsoil (which contained a Victorian field drain) would suggest that this land was once arable. The mixed assemblage of Roman and medieval pottery sherds within the subsoil (and the fill of the gully) support this theory. The natural geology lies intact beneath this overburden. Preservation of the archaeological feature was good, although very ephemeral and difficult to see.
6.4
The methods utilised for the project are considered to be appropriate, and the confidence rating for the results are high. 
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