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Abstract

This report presents the results of an extensive programme of archaeological
trenching, ‘strip, map and sample’ investigations, full excavations and watching brief
carried out by Archaeology South-East (ASE) on land at ‘Wickhurst Green’,
Broadbridge Heath, West Sussex for Countryside Properties, between June 2008
and October 2013. The archaeological investigations, totalling 46 ha of investigation,
were conducted prior to the residential development of the site in fulfilment of the
attached planning condition. The fieldwork and post-excavation assessment stage
was conducted under the overall management of RPS on behalf of Countryside
Properties.

The excavations represent perhaps the largest single archaeological investigation
conducted within the Weald of West Sussex, an area little investigated by such work.
It compliments recent projects within the Surrey Weald at Horley (ASE 2009b and
Swift in prep) and at Gatwick Airport (Network Archaeology forthcoming). The site is
located on gently sloping land close to the River Arun attractive to ancient settlers
and farmers, and the excavations have revealed multi-period remains dating from the
Mesolithic to the post-medieval period.

This report is written and structured so as to conform to the required standards for
post-excavation analysis work. Preliminary analysis of the stratigraphic, finds and
environmental data has highlighted the potential of the site to address the original
research aims and to calculate the significance of the findings. Together these
elements have been drawn together to produce a new research agenda and task list
suggesting what further work is needed in order to enable suitable dissemination of
the findings by final publication.
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1.1

1.1.1

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

INTRODUCTION
Site Location

The archaeological fieldwork took place on a proposed development site
known as ‘Wickhurst Green’ located on land south of Broadbridge Heath,
West Sussex (Figure 1; National Grid Reference centred on 514717 130698).

The site is bounded to the east by the A24, by the A264 and the village of
Broadbridge Heath to the north, and by the A264 Five Oaks Road to the west.
The south of the site was bounded by the River Arun and its floodplain. The
site is bisected by Wickhurst Lane and a roughly parallel public bridleway.

The fieldwork was conducted in accordance with the agreed Written Scheme
of Investigation (RPS 2011) and comprised ‘strip, map and sample
excavations’ of major infrastructure (roads, services, attenuation ponds etc)
leading to full excavations where significant archaeological remains were
encountered. In effect the strategy was designed to provide an ongoing
evaluation of the site during the early phases of groundworks (undertaken by
the Main Contractor, Breheny). The iterative process was augmented by ftrial
trenches where spatial coverage from the infrastructure provided insufficient
confidence of archaeological presence/ absence and significance. Where
significant archaeology was found to extend from infrastructure strips into
proposed adjacent housing areas, the associated archaeological excavations
were extended into those areas in order to mitigate the effects of the
associated impacts.

The site was divided into plots (designated BB1-11) that were investigated
using the above described method. Archaeological areas within these plots
were humbered sequentially (numbered Sites 1-12) with associated
extensions as appropriate (Figure 2a).

A large part of plot BB 11 was archaeologically evaluated, but the entire
footprint of this was only to be cleared if construction impacts were proposed.

Although ‘Site’ designations were appropriate during on-site mitigation
purposes these are not further discussed in this report in order to treat the
revealed archaeological remains as a coherent whole.

Geology & Topography

According to the Geological Survey of England and Wales 1:63,560 map
(Sheet 302, Horsham), the natural geology of the site comprises Weald Clay.
An outcrop of Paludina Limestone exists on a nearby hill to the south-east
and deposits of alluvium and 3™ and 4™ terrace river gravels exist in the Arun
Valley to the south of the site.

The site is situated on pastureland which slopes gently to the south and is
divided by mature hedgerows many of which may be ancient in character.
Two groups of buildings occupy the site, with a modern house and farm
buildings at Heath Barn, and a scatter of houses and a farm complex along
Wickhurst Lane.

© Archaeology South-East 2013
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1.2.3

1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.3.5

The topography is generally level or slightly sloping at ¢. 30-35m OD.
However, to the south-east, beyond the site boundary, a prominent hill (High
Wood Hill) reaches a height of ¢. 58m OD.

The Scope of the Project

An Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Stage 1) was prepared by
Archaeology South-East (ASE 2007) in support of the outline planning
application. That assessment document should be referred to for complete
background information on the geological, archaeological and historical
background of the site, as well as for initial predictions of lower archaeological
potential.

Outline planning permission for the residential development of the site was
granted by Horsham District Council. Following the advice of the West Sussex
County Council’s Archaeologist (in the County Council’s capacity as advisor
to Local Planning Authorities (LPA’s) on archaeological planning matters), a
planning condition was imposed on this permission. The archaeological
condition (22) reads as follows:

Condition 22: Archaeology

The developer shall arrange for an archaeological organisation or
appropriately qualified archaeologists to observe the excavations and record
archaeological evidence that may be uncovered as a result of the
development in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which shall
be submitted to and approved by the LPA prior to the commencement of
development [of each reserved matters approvall.

A Scheme of Archaeological Resource Management and Written Scheme of
Investigation was prepared by RPS (2011) and approved by John Mills
(WSCC Archaeologist) prior to excavations. This document should be referred
to for the full planning background of the project.

Due to the generally low archaeological potential of the site outlined by the
DBA (ASE 2007), as well as the nature of the non-intensive archaeological
remains encountered by ASE on ‘Land East of the A24’ (ASE 2009a, 2012a,
2012b, 2013a, forthcoming), the West Sussex Senior Archaeologist (advisor
to the LPA) did not require an intensive pre-commencement trial trench
excavation across the site prior to Full Planning Permission. Instead RPS and
the West Sussex Senior Archaeologist agreed that the most suitable
methodology to enable targeting of archaeological mitigation works would be
an archaeological ‘Strip, Map and Sample’ procedure, as outlined above.
Archaeological stripping, to remove a probable c¢. 0.15m of subsaoil, in addition
to topsoil, was considered inappropriate for housing areas, unless
archaeology could be shown to be extending into those areas.

ASE conducted a limited archaeological field evaluation (Stage 2) comprising
of four trenches, all 20m by 2m in width, during June 2008 (Figure 2a). The
trenches were implemented as a supplement to the preceding DBA (ASE
2007) and were specifically targeted in order to investigate a purported deer
park boundary. The results of this evaluation are fully accounted in a previous
report (ASE 2008) and are integrated into this document where necessary.

© Archaeology South-East 2013
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1.3.6

1.3.7

1.4

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.5

1.5.1

1.5.2

ASE conducted further work prior to the main programme of archaeological
investigations (Stage 3- phase 1). This comprised the excavation of three
newt translocation ponds under strip and map conditions and was followed by
an archaeological field evaluation designed to evaluate the impact of the
installation of a ground workers construction compound (Stage 3- phase 2).
This took place immediately prior to the main strip, map and sample (Stage 3-
phase 3) beginning with the stripping of the western section of the duel
carriageway through the site. The results of the Stage 3 works are
incorporated within this document.

The final stage (Stage 4) of work comprised Historic Building Recording on
farm buildings due to be demolished at the site. This ran concurrently with
Stage 3 but has been reported on separately (ASE 2012c). The results are
discussed in brief where relevant.

Circumstances and Dates of Work (Figure 2a)

As discussed above (section 1.3), the need for archaeological work arose as
a condition of the planning permission.

A specific history of all archaeological work relating to the site is as follows:

Stage 1
desk-based archaeological assessment compiled (ASE 2007)

Stage 2
ASE limited archaeological field evaluation June 2008 (ASE 2008)

Stage 3

phase 1 ASE monitoring of newt translocation ponds

phase 2 ASE archaeological field evaluation to mitigate groundwork’s
compound April 2012

phase 3 ASE archaeological strip, map and sample on infrastructure works
with additional excavations, watching briefs and trenching where necessary
May 2012 — October 2013

Stage 4
ASE Historic Building Recording on farm buildings due to be demolished
within the site August 2012 (ASE 2012c)

Archaeological Methodology (Figure 2b)

Top and subsoil deposits were removed using a mechanical excavator fitted
with a flat ditching bucket to reveal any archaeological features cut into the
underlying clay.

Small cut features such as pits and postholes were half-sectioned by hand
and/or excavated by whole as necessary, linear features such as gullies and
ditches were excavated by hand at regular intervals according to the
requirements of John Mills, West Sussex Senior Archaeologist and the
archaeological consultant (RPS).

© Archaeology South-East 2013
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1.5.3

1.5.4

1.5.5

1.5.6

1.6

1.6.1

1.6.2

1.6.3

All excavation work was carried out in line with WSCC Recommended
Standards Archaeological Conditions (WSCC 2007) and in line with the
Written Scheme of Investigation (RPS 2011) using pro-forma ASE record
sheets. All excavated deposits and features were recorded according to the
professional standards as laid out in IfA guidelines (IfA 2008). Precise
planning was achieved using GPS digital survey equipment.

All archaeological artefacts and ecofacts retrieved from sealed archaeological
contexts were hand-collected.

Archaeological features were bulk sampled following a strategy agreed
between the West Sussex County Council Archaeologist, the English Heritage
Science Advisor and the archaeological consultant. Where deposits with
potential for palaeoenvironmental remains were encountered, column
samples were taken where possible.

Exhaustive details of the adopted archaeological methodology are
documented in the RPS Written Scheme of Investigation (2011) and in the
preceding field evaluation report (ASE 2008).

Organisation of the report

This report presents an assessment of the findings of the excavation and
watching brief, integrated with the results of the phase 1 evaluation, where
relevant.

This Post-Excavation Assessment (PXA) outlines the original research aims
of the project; provides an interim statement on the archaeological findings;
provides quantification of the finds and environmental material recovered from
the site; informs as to the archaeological potential of the findings and their
significance. The Updated Project Design (UPD) outlines a proposed
publication project, listing revised research aims, and a proposed task
sequence for the programme of works.

The principle underlying the concept of post-excavation assessment and
updated project design were established by English Heritage in the
Management of Archaeological Projects 2 (MAP2; 1991).

© Archaeology South-East 2013
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21

2.1.1

2.2

2.2.1

222

2.3

2.3.1

232

2.4

2.4.1

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
Desk-Based Assessment

A detailed desk-based assessment was carried out by ASE (2007). The DBA
forms the basis of much of the historical and archaeological background
below. The report determined that the site had a generally low potential for
containing archaeological deposits of prehistoric to medieval date. The site
was considered to have a moderate to high potential of containing
archaeological deposits of post-medieval date, particularly associated with a
number of known historic sites of the period. Recent intensive farming was
thought likely to have truncated archaeological deposits across much of the
Site to an unknown extent.

Palaeolithic

Potential for alluvial deposits and terrace gravels associated with the River
Arun to incorporate Middle/Late Pleistocene deposits was recognised. In
addition it is feasible that peat deposits may exist in the vicinity.

Although the presence of Palaeolithic artefacts associated with such deposits
is rare from the Upper Arun Valley, it was noted that such deposits could
contain important paleo-environmental and/or faunal remains. The
development avoided impacts to the Arun River Gravels and alluvium by
remaining above the floodplain, however the presence of feeder streams
within the site was considered to be likely.

Mesolithic

During the Mesolithic the Weald would have been thickly covered with post-
glacial primary forest, however, palaeoenvironmental analysis is now
indicating that at least limited, localised clearance was being undertaken from
this time (Holgate 2003, 30-31). It seems probable that such activity was
intended to encourage game. The small amount of prehistoric material known
from the wider area tends to be of Mesolithic date and reflects activities
associated with resource exploitation, likely comprising hunter gathering
activity on a seasonal basis.

No dense artefact scatters of this date have been encountered in the
immediate vicinity of the site. The area around Horsham is, however, well
known for occurrences of Mesolithic finds and such finds have in the past
been linked to a so called ‘Horsham Culture’. Archaeological field-walking of a
wide area by Archaeology South East on Land East of the A24 showed no
particular concentrations of Mesolithic artefacts, although flint-work and burnt
flint was recovered in low densities across the site. This material was possibly
associated with activity on higher ground to the south (ASE 2009a). These
finds suggested the likelihood of Mesolithic activity at the present site.

Neolithic
A gradual intensification of Wealden woodland clearance is likely for the

Neolithic, however, it is considered that such activity would still likely to have
been limited and localised in scale. The heavy clays of the region would have

© Archaeology South-East 2013
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242

2.5

2.5.1

252

2.6

2.6.1

2.6.2

2.7

2.7.1

2.7.2

not been conducive to early farming and such activity may have been largely
restricted to the more tractable soils on the Wealds edge (i.e. the Greensand,
Downland and Coastal Plain). Exploitation of the Weald may have been
undertaken on a largely seasonal basis and may perhaps have included
hunting. As in the Mesolithic the region’s rivers may have provided highways
into the interior from the coast.

Neolithic finds within the Weald tend to be sparse and this is the pattern within
the vicinity of the site, where only a single chance find of a poorly-
provenanced Neolithic plano-convex flint knife has been recorded.

Bronze Age

Again evidence of Bronze Age occupation in the Weald is limited in nature,
although this is perhaps due to a general lack of fieldwork for settlement sites
have been encountered (for example America Wood, Ashington; Priestly-Bell
1994 the ‘North West Zone’ of Gatwick Airport (Wells et al 2005) and even
monuments such as barrows are known to exist.

No Bronze Age finds or sites have been encountered in the vicinity of the site.
Although the Weald Clays and dense tree cover would have remained
unpromising to these early farmers perhaps larger settlement sites await
discovery on the lighter soils or river valleys of the region.

Iron Age

Recently discovered settlement sites close to watercourses such as at the
large-scale excavations North-East Horley (ASE 2009b and Swift in prep)
show that Iron Age, probably largely pastoral communities, existed within the
Sussex Low Weald. Such sites, when added to examples from the Wealden
periphery of Kent (e.g. large-scale excavations at Brisley Farm near Ashford,
Stevenson 2013) and against a wider backdrop of agricultural intensification
and resource exploitation, indicate that the region was perhaps (at least in
part) actually quite well utilised by this date. This is also reflected in the known
exploitation of iron ore deposits, and the presence of fortified hilltop
enclosures, perhaps suggesting some level of control of this industry.

The only evidence of Iron Age activity previously known from the vicinity of
the site comprised a single sherd of possible Iron Age pottery found during an
archaeological evaluation at Christ’'s Hospital in 2002.

Roman

Evidence for Roman activity in the Weald is also sparse, and is confined
mainly to the arterial network of Roman roads, way-stations and ironworking
or industrial sites. Few settlement sites have been found in the High Weald
(Rudling 1999), although some sites such as villas at Chiddingfold in Surrey
and Wiggonholt in West Sussex are known from the less bleak periphery
(Gardiner 1990).

The Recent discovery of a Romano-British settlement site at Southwater
(Doherty forthcoming) together with known Roman tile works at Baystone

© Archaeology South-East 2013
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2.8

2.8.1

2.8.2

2.9

2.9.1

292

293

Farm, a quernstone and 2" century Rubbish pit from Hills Place, attest to
some Roman activity in the vicinity of both Horsham and the site itself.

Early Medieval

During the Anglo-Saxon period, the Weald was largely covered by the great
forest of Andredeswald. The heavily forested nature of the region limited
settlement at this period, and the iron-working industry seems to have shrunk
in scale in comparison with Roman times. What is known is that the Weald
was an important area for seasonal swine pastures. These were established
as extra-territorial parcels of land associated with parent manors situated on
better soils elsewhere in the region. Horsham originated in such a way as a
detached pasture of the manor of Washington, first attested in AD 947, but
probably established several centuries earlier (Hudson 1986, 131). Parts of
Broadbridge lay within detached portions of Sullington, remaining so until
1878 (Hudson 1986, 129). Both Washington and Sullington lie on the fertile
Greensand shelf situated at the foot of the South Downs scarp. Many of the
north-south aligned roads, tracks and footpaths in the region originated at this
time as droveways.

Little is currently known of the nature of Saxon occupation in the surrounding
rural area, although Old English place name evidence clearly indicates
occupation within the period (including Horsham itself and the Wickhurst
element of ‘Old Wickhurst Lane’). Horsham is not mentioned in Domesday,
although its appearance in a pre-Conquest charter suggests a settlement of
some nature (Darby & Campbell 1962, 420). By the 10" century, the multiple
estates had begun a process of fragmentation into smaller units, and it is from
this process that the separate parish of Horsham probably derives, although
the date of this process is unclear. The settlement pattern, which largely
developed from the Mid-Late Saxon period, tends to conform to the Ancient
Countryside pattern (Rackham 1986), comprising an irregular landscape of
fields carved out of the woodland, with settlement largely comprising a
dispersed pattern of hamlets and isolated farmsteads. The area falls within the
Weald Sub-Province within the South Eastern Province in Roberts &
Wrathmell’s rural settlement classification (Roberts & Wrathmell 2000).

Medieval

Horsham developed during the medieval period as a market town serving the
surrounding rural hinterland, and had achieved borough status by 1235. The
town expanded during the 13" century, becoming a prosperous market town.

The rural landscape to the west of the town comprised a mainly pastoral one
of irregular assarts (fields carved from the woodland and other waste) with
small patches of common demesne arable around scattered settlement foci,
usually enclosed at an early date leaving little trace in the documentary record
(Chapman & Seeliger 2001).

The area around Broadbridge was of poor quality, as reflected in the ‘Heath’
place-name element (suggesting soil acidification), and was utilised as
common pasture by the late 13" century (Hudson 1986, 166). A manorial
centre was established in the richer soils of the Arun valley (Broadbridge
Manor, still surviving as Broadbridge Farm), first recorded in 1243, when it
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294

295

210

2.10.1

2.10.2

2.10.3

2.104

2.10.5

was held by William de Covert from the de Braose lords of Bramber Rape.
Records from 1298 indicate 50 acres of demesne arable (i.e. farmed directly
by the Coverts) and 27 acres of meadow.

By 1272, a deer park had been established within the manor, although the
addition of the phrase ‘...by what warranty they know not’ (Salzman 1941, 30)
suggests it was not strictly legal — deer parks required royal approval before
they could be set up, as did parks devoted to smaller game (free warren). The
existence of a curvilinear field boundary at the foot of the hill immediately
south-east of Broadbridge Farm may fossilise the location of the park
boundary, as medieval parks often had an oval shape to enclose the greatest
area, with the shortest length of (maintenance-requiring) boundary. The
manor included a water mill, first attested in the 1298 (Stidder & Smith 2001,
23), and gained further income from nine quarters of salt recovered from the
salterns at Beeding in the Adur valley (Holden & Hudson 1981, 137).

Medieval sites in the vicinity comprise the purported park discussed above, as
well as Parthings Farmhouse, a Grade |l Listed Building of 15" century date.
Broadbridge Farm presumably comprised the manor house of Broadbridge.
The earliest fabric of the building dates to the 15th-century, although one post
from a possibly earlier hall survives (Hudson 1986).

Post-Medieval

The post-medieval period saw Horsham retaining its function as a market
town. The layout remained fundamentally medieval in nature, with piecemeal
suburban development on all sides. By 1524, the town had the highest
average wealth in Sussex, and was referred to in 1730 as the ‘Metropolis of
the Weald’ (Hudson 1986, 132) In 1648 the town played a small part in
national events when it was the scene of a Royalist uprising, swiftly crushed
by the New Model Army.

The later post-medieval period saw a continuing rise in prosperity, partly due
to the presence of a large barracks and the holding of assizes in the town,
culminating in its status as joint county town of West Sussex (with Chichester)
in 1889. By 1939, Horsham had acquired its present function, a dormitory
settlement serving London. The expansion of the western suburbs reached
the River Arun, close to the site boundary, by 1927.

The agricultural landscape around Broadbridge Heath is largely that of a
fossilised late medieval landscape, comprising small irregular fields carved
from the surrounding woodland, much of which has been left as shaws, often
managed for woodland products through coppicing — woodland remained an
important resource until modern times, with the Hills estate, east of the site,
containing woodland valued at £3850 in 1813 (Hudson 1986, 130).

The farming regime was largely pastoral, including some sheep farming,
although arable land increased to form half the parish by 1844. This trend
reversed in the second half of the 19" century, as the land reverted to dairy
pasture to provide London with milk.

A number of landscape parks were established in the area, including Hills
Place established in the 18" century (with possible landscaping by Capability
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2.10.6

2.10.7

2.10.8

2.10.9

Brown) but destroyed by 1811, and the large Denne Park, a 16" century
foundation still in existence.

The medieval deer park at Broadbridge does not seem to have survived into
the post-medieval period — John Speed does not indicate a park here on his
1610 map (although he also omits Denne Park, which appears to have been
in existence by 1588 — Hudson 1986, 131).

Areas of open waste such as Broadbridge Heath immediately north of the
site, were used as common pasture for manorial tenants and for other uses
such as executions until enclosed in 1858. A number of stone quarries and
sand and clay pits provided alternative or additional employment for farming
communities.

Scattered across the landscape are a number of large farms, often
comprising buildings of early post-medieval date, but occupying much older
sites. Smaller building plots along the roadsides often represent illegal
encroachments (squatter settlements) onto former wasteland — the hamlet of
Broadbridge Heath originated in this way ¢.1800 (Hudson 1986, 145). Some
modification of the field pattern, including the grubbing out of shaws and
hedgerows, took place during the 19" century when advance in technology
allowed arable farming to be carried out on a much greater scale than before.

Broadbridge Farm remained in occupation throughout this period, with
responsibility for maintaining the New Bridge attested in records from 1628
(Windrum 1978, 182).

2.10.10 The watermill at Broadbridge, a large 4-storey building with two wheels and

six pairs of stones, remained in private use until 1900, when the Urban
District Council bought it in connection with the nearby sewage works
established from 1875 onwards.

2.10.11 In 1896 an isolation hospital (for infectious diseases) was built at the farm.

2.10.12 In 1909, both Broadbridge and the adjacent Hills Farms were bought by the

Council and incorporated into the sewage disposal scheme.

2.10.13 During the Second World War, part of the surrounding area was taken over

by the War Office and used for billeting anti-aircraft and bomb disposal units
(Greig, Leslie & Readman 1994, 86; Leslie & Mace 1999). Further wartime
activity close to the site occurred in 1943 when a Luftwaffe Focke Wulf 190
fighter was shot down and crashed into Wickhurst Lane (Burgess & Saunders
1995, 68).

2.10.14 Post-medieval sites are recorded within the vicinity including a field name

referencing a fulling mill on the 1844 Tithe Map, which may survive as a
series of earthworks identified during the DBA walkover. Other sites include
Second World War Pillboxes and anti-tank obstacles related to the Arun Stop
Line, the disused Guildford — Horsham railway line, in use 1865-1965; a
parkscape shown on late 19" century mapping; Christ's Hospital railway
station; the remains of Slinfold Mill, a watermill; the site of Broadbridge Mill; a
possible small industrial complex at Christ’s Hospital; 18"-19" century walls
and drains located during an archaeological evaluation in western Horsham in
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2000; a 16™ century barn and a 17" century granary at Parthings Farm. The
Listed Buildings are all Grade II.

2.10.15 Some of the hedgerows forming the boundaries of fields are of historic
interest where they correspond with boundaries shown on historic mapping.
The historic character of the region is analysed by a Historic Landscape
Characterisation (HLC) project for the West Weald (Bannister 2001).

2.10.16 A curvilinear cropmark that was interpreted in the HER as an undated
univallate enclosure was shown in the DBA (ASE 2007) to have once formed
part of the Horsham Urban District Council sewage works.

2.11 Undated

2.11.1 Undated sites in the vicinity comprised a well excavated in Sparrow Copse in
1963; a negative watching brief carried out in 1994/5; field names
incorporating the element ‘Castle’; a watching brief during topsoil stripping at
Weston’s Farm in 1995 that produced undated pottery and a stone culvert;
undated pottery and flint found as part of an A-Level project; undated
sandstone diggings apparently deepened to form bell-pits for the extraction of
clay ironstone.
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3.11

3.2

ORIGINAL RESEARCH AIMS & OBJECTIVES
Original Aims

The general aim of the work is to recover sufficient evidence to detail the
nature, date, function and importance of the archaeological features within the
site.

To excavate, record and remove any human burials legally.
Original Research Objectives

RO1: To establish whether the site contains any evidence for Mesolithic to
early Neolithic camps or clearances and in particular whether there is a
relationship with such sites with the edge of floodplain location;

RO2: To inform how the landscape was used and to what level of
intensification in the prehistoric periods, and in particular whether current
conceptions regarding the light nature of settlement and farming in the Weald,
in the vicinity of watercourses, are applicable on the basis of this site;

RO3: To inform how the landscape was used and to what level of
intensification in the Romano-British period, in particular whether tile works
within the vicinity extend onto the site, and if so establish what level of
industrialisation they represent;

RO4: To inform how the landscape was used and to what level of
intensification in the Anglo-Saxon period;

RO5: To inform how the landscape was used and to what level of
intensification in the medieval period;

ROG6: To establish whether there are any post-medieval agricultural, industrial
or occupation related elements, or WWII military features within the site, not
currently known of from cartographic or historical sources.
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41.4

415

4.1.6

417

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS
Overview

The excavations revealed evidence of activity at the site dating from the
Mesolithic to the post-medieval periods.

Periods with associated and closely dated features are discussed below.
Some periods on site were only represented by a small number of features or
residual activity such as stray finds. While these periods will be discussed
within the framework of the stratigraphic narrative (below) they await definitive
phasing at publication (analysis) stage pending the results of further
stratigraphic analysis and scientific dating etc.

The earliest occupation of the site dates to the Mesolithic period. This
comprised probable short stay or hunting camps represented by
concentrations of flintwork within features. Together with this evidence a
general ‘background scatter’ of flintwork attests to transient activity of this
date.

Generally low or transient activity of Neolithic date was encountered. This
comprised flintwork and rare sherds of pottery. A possible structure or
mortuary enclosure may be ascribed to this period, although this is yet to be
supported by radiocarbon dating.

The only Bronze Age feature is a potentially Middle Bronze Age pit located
within the central area of the site. In addition, a curated bronze axe was
recovered from a medieval feature.

Extensive occupation from the Middle to Late Iron Age with perhaps some low
or transient activity in the preceding Early Iron Age was recorded. The Middle
Iron Age occupation comprised roundhouses within four distinct locations in
the central and eastern areas of the site. The structures included an
interesting and apparently unique, spiral ring-gully around a post-built
structure in the vicinity of, a separate cluster of four other structures, more
typical of domestic roundhouses. The spiral gully-defined structure may relate
to a workshop and/or livestock shed, although there are other (religious or
domestic) possibilities. A ditched landscape enclosure at the base of ‘High
Wood Hill’, associated with another possible roundhouse gully, was probably
also founded at this date. If so, this land division forms the beginnings, or the
earliest recognisable phase, of a long-lived landscape boundary feature that
was later incorporated by the Late Iron Age and Roman landscape and
perhaps eventually utilised as a medieval park. A medieval/post-medieval
version remains in existence to the present day.

At this stage of analysis, it appears that a shortfall of activity occurred from
the end of the Middle Iron Age until the 1% century AD. However, it is not yet
clear if the landscape was unoccupied during this time or whether activity in
the intervening period was more extensive than is currently thought. It is clear
that the Middle Iron Age foci were abandoned, however. The period of
potential abandonment may be reduced if, during further analysis, the Late
Iron Age pottery can be better separated from the Latest Iron Age-Early
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41.8

4.1.10

4.1.11

4112

4.1.13

4.2

4.2.1

Roman material. If so it may be possible to assign more features to the Late
Iron Age.

A Latest Iron Age-early Roman phase dates to the years running up to and
immediately post-conquest (c. AD40-70). This was one of the busiest phases
of activity at the site with the laying out of tracks, enclosures and field
systems, as well as settlement evidence including at least one roundhouse
with nearby plots, stock pens or allotment gardens. In addition, two small
square enclosures were dated to this phase and are likely to be related to
mortuary activity (potentially barrows). Two urned cremations were found in
close proximity to the easternmost of these enclosures.

Late 1°-3™ century activity (c. AD 70-270) largely comprised the modification
of landscape features founded during the preceding phase and the laying out
of a new enclosure and a track or hollow way. It is likely that settlement at the
site was minimal during this phase. The land was mainly utilised for organised
pastoral and arable activity at this time. Maintenance of this landscape
appears to gradually decline after the 1% century AD.

The late Roman period sees further contraction with a general lack of
maintenance of ditch systems and the gradual abandonment of the Early-
Middle Romano-British agricultural system. The main identifiable activity in
this phase is the deposition of refuse in the upper levels of still open earlier
ditches (including mid-late 4™ century pottery) and the continued use of the
hollow way.

There is no archaeological evidence for the Saxon period apart from one
sherd of Late Saxon pottery. This may in part be due to poor preservation.

Medieval settlement and farming activity appears to divide into two phases
dated from the late 11" to late 12" centuries (Saxo-Norman period) and from
the late 12" to the end of the 13" century and included several rectangular
foundation trench defined buildings. The first phase of occupation was
associated with the laying out of field-systems, elements of which survive to
the present day, accompanied by associated settlement and track ways. The
second phase largely comprised continuation of the occupation sites and the
modification of this landscape. This is followed by some shift and contraction
in settlement by the late medieval period, although maintenance of the field-
systems appears to have continued.

The post-medieval activity is divided into three phases, which mainly
comprised the retention and modification of the medieval fieldscapes and the
addition of two complexes of ‘out barns’ or farmyards with associated
compounds.

Natural deposits

Excavations in all parts of the site revealed a typical stratigraphic sequence of
c¢. 0.30m of top and subsoil overlying Weald Clay. This clay is highly variable
ranging from an orangey-brown to a mid-grey colour, and consists of areas of
almost pure clay, to areas of silty-clay, both of which contain frequent
inclusions of ironstone and manganese.
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4.3

4.3.1

43.2

4.3.3

434

44

441

442

443

Deposits of alluvium associated with silted watercourses and a backfilled
pond were encountered, as well as shallow deposits of colluvium on dip-
slopes. Small superficial outcrops of sandstone were also encountered across
the site.

Site Sequence

On both the plans and in the text, individual contexts are referred to in
squared brackets [00]. Where context have a prefix number, for instance
[105/002], then the first number denotes an evaluation trench number, the
second the context. Geoarchaeological trenches were prefixed thus [GA0/00]
and trenches from the preceding evaluation thus [1a/000].

Most contexts have been sub-grouped during post-excavation analysis and
interventions are generally referred to in the text by their sub-group label
(SGPQO0).

Environmental samples are listed within triangular brackets <00> and
registered finds thus: RF<0>.

The archaeological results are organised via subheadings. It must be noted
that formal grouping or land-using has not been undertaken so all ‘proto-land
use’ entities are provisional at this stage and may change at the next stage of
analysis. The context register is reproduced in Appendix 11 of this report.

Period 1: Mesolithic (Figures 3 and 4)
‘Hunting Camp 1’

Trial trenching undertaken to evaluate and mitigate the impact of the ground
works contractors’ construction compound, in the topographically higher
central northern area of the site, revealed evidence of Mesolithic short stay
‘occupation’ or activity. This comprised a scatter of flintwork within a slight
hollow or depression in the natural clay (SGP 2007). This scatter of 50 flints
and flint fragments comprised flint knapping debris and included six microliths
and microlith fragments, a small notched piercer, a backed knife and a single
platform blade core. The scatter may be of Late Mesolithic date (see Worked
Flint report) and could relate to a short stay hunting camp or a survival of a
specific activity area within an originally larger site. There was no evidence of
an associated structure/s, such as stake-holes, within the hollow.

The siting of the ‘camp’ in a slightly elevated location may have potentially
provided a higher, drier location, possibly a clearing in the woodland from
which to better spot game.

‘Hunting Camp 2’

Another area of possible Mesolithic short stay camp-like activity was
encountered east of the centre of the site. This comprised a group of tree
throws, [3353] [3498], [3500] and [3502] (SGPs 1472, 1540, 1541, 1542) filled
with dark yellow brown silt clay and containing fire-cracked flint and charcoal
flecks. These features also contained Mesolithic flintwork comprising flint
knapping debris (see Worked flint report section 5) that suggests that the
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4.5

4.5.1

452

453

throws were perhaps utilised by Mesolithic people during a short stay or
hunting foray. Conversely, as with camp 1, they may represent specific
activity areas within a larger site. It is also possible that the tree-holes
represent a deliberate tree-felling episode undertaken in order to create an
open clearance to attract game.

Transient Activity

In addition to these camps, further Mesolithic flintwork was recovered from
across the site. Although this material showed no particular concentrations, it
is possible that further potential ‘short stay’ camps existed at the site. These
may have been truncated by later activity which dispersed the worked flint.
The flint assemblage contains numerous tools which suggest that a broader
range of activities was occurring (such as hide preparation) as well as the
short stay hunting/fishing and resource gathering.

Period 2: Neolithic
Low, residual and/or transient activity

Some tiny fragmented sherds of possible Neolithic Impressed Peterborough
ware (Middle Neolithic ¢. 3500-2500 cal BC) were found residually within an
early post-medieval pit [739] (SGP 311). This rare occurrence of possible
Neolithic pottery when taken with the presence of a light ‘background scatter’
of potential Neolithic flintwork indicates some ‘low level’ activity at the site.
The presence of tools such as scrapers may indicate that a range of activities
such as hide preparation may have been undertaken at the site.

Potential Neolithic Features (Figure 5)

A group of shallow gully-like features [3439], [3441], [3443], [3445], [3447],
[3449], [3453], [3455], [3457], [3459] and [3461] (SGPs 1511-1516 and 1518
— 1522) were located to the east of Old Wickhurst Lane. In plan, these formed
an apparently isolated c. 3.5m square ‘enclosure’. As well as the gullies, the
feature was seen to terminate in the south-west with a potential posthole
[3451] (SGP 1517) and to cut a potential pit [3506] (SGP 1544). This was
located on the eastern side. Besides the earlier pit, the only other feature
located within the interior of the ‘enclosure’ comprised posthole [3504] (SGP
1543). All the associated features were filled with similar deposits of mid
brown yellow silt clay with occasional charcoal flecks and fragments of
sandstone.

Unfortunately, complete excavation only produced 15 worked flints. These
included burnt flakes and blades similar to those from the nearby ‘Hunting
Camp 2’ Three environmental samples were taken (<207>, <208> and
<209>) which may provide reliable dating material in the form of four charred
nutshell fragments from <207> (two of which were identified as hazelnut).
These fragments are considered suitable for radiocarbon dating (see Table
26), however, the shallow depth and potential low integrity of these samples
in terms of association with the use of the features must also be recognised.
In addition to the flintwork and nut fragments, a tiny piece of (intrusive?) slag
or magnetised material was retrieved from <209>, which may also indicate
that problems with deposit formation should be anticipated.
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4.5.6

4.6

4.6.1

46.2

4.7

4.71

4.7.2

The feature has parallels with segmented mortuary or monumental
enclosures of the Thames Valley or perhaps with possible small square
‘houses’ (e.g Fengate, Pryor 1974, Hey et al 2011) of earlier Neolithic date.
An alternative explanation is that the feature had been subject to a degree of
truncation and was in fact a LIA/ER square mortuary enclosure (see below).

Although potentially of Neolithic origin, the date of this interesting feature
remains uncertain pending the results of scientific dating and further research.

The retrieval of fragmentary rim and shoulder sherds from a distinctive bowl
of possible Early Neolithic origin found in pit or ditch [2668] may suggest that
the feature is also Early Neolithic, although the bowl could also be Early Iron
Age (see section 4.7.1). Most of the pits and postholes in this vicinity are as
yet un-phased, though perhaps a Neolithic date will be assigned to these
during further analysis.

Period 3: Bronze Age
Low, Residual and/or Transient Activity

Only two features contained likely Bronze Age pottery. These were a sub-
circular pit [320] (SGP 110) filled with mid brown grey silt clay and a ditch
[1774] (SGP 748). While pit [320] is currently un-phased but may be a Bronze
Age feature, ditch [1774] is presently assigned to Phase 4.3 and 5.1 and the
pottery, if Bronze Age, is considered residual.

The only other Bronze Age activity was occasional stray finds of Bronze Age
flint-work and an interesting find of a copper alloy axe head RF <3>. This
artefact had clearly been curated in the medieval period within an isolated pit,
and therefore it is unclear if it was originally associated with Early Bronze Age
activity in this vicinity or brought to the site from further afield (see below).

Period 4: Iron Age
Low, Residual and/or Transient Activity

As discussed above (4.5.6), although the bowl from pit or ditch [2668] (SGP
1153) could be Early Neolithic in origin, it is thought more likely to belong to
the Early Iron Age. Given the intensive use of the site in the Middle Iron Age,
precursory Early Iron Age activity would not be unexpected. Many of the other
features in the general area of [2668] remain un-phased at present. It is
hoped that further refinement of dating/phasing at analysis stage will improve
this situation.

Phase 4.1 Middle Iron Age (Figure 6)

The Middle Iron Age occupation of the site is typified by areas of enclosed
and unenclosed roundhouse settlement with associated four-post structures
and pitting. A concentration of four apparently unenclosed, roundhouses (1-4)
was encountered in the north-west of the site. These were spatially related
and clustered close together on a north-east/ south-west alignment with
entrances (where defined) facing south-east; the larger two showing some
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degree of repair/reconstruction. Situated approximately 60m to the north of
this cluster an interesting post-built structure within a spiral shaped gully was
recorded. The remains of up-to three further roundhouses (Roundhouses 5-7)
were found across the site, one of which was situated within a large
enclosure. It should be recognised that the term ‘roundhouse’ is used
generically here to refer to all circular structures as it is possible that some of
the structures represented out-buildings such as stores, or animal huts.

Roundhouse 1 (Figure 7)

The largest of the roundhouse ‘ring gullies’ measured between 12 and 13m in
diameter. It was defined by two phases the earliest of which comprised the
innermost gully. This was filled by mid-light blue grey silt clay with orange
mottling and charcoal flecks. It incorporated finds of pottery as well as a piece
of kiln furniture (from intervention [1015]). The later gully was filled with light
blue grey clay silt with moderate inclusions of charcoal and fired clay. A
fragment of hearth lining was retrieved from intervention [949] on the gullies
eastern side.

The entrance to this roundhouse would have likely been situated on the
south-eastern side (in order to be positioned out of the prevailing winds and to
allow entry of morning light into the interior of the building), however
disturbance from a 19" century land drain, as well as a deliberate ‘sealing off
or a slight shift in the entrance between the two phases, had served to
obscure the location to some degree. Alternatively the slight kink towards the
interior at the entrance might well have been required in order to drain water
down-slope (to the south) as a northern termination of the gully at the
doorway would have flooded the entrance area. A simple ‘bridge’ across the
drain would have facilitated access into the building. The large size of this
structure may indicate its use as a communal building or perhaps as a
dwelling for an occupant(s) of some status. If the settlement layout is best
understood as that of an extended family group, the largest dwelling may
have been for the family elders or the ‘head family’.

Internal features comprised postholes for the uprights of the buildings frame
and/or internal partitions as well as pit [946] (SGP 420). This sub-circular
feature measured approximately 0.55m in diameter and 0.28m in depth it was
filled by mid grey blue silt clay with orange mottles which incorporated
occasional inclusions of sandstone fragments. This deliberate backfill
contained moderate quantities of charcoal as well as numerous sherds of
diagnostic pottery which may relate to a placed deposit (perhaps a
‘foundation deposit’ associated with the construction of the building or a
‘closing deposit’ associated with the end of its use). Postholes on the
immediate exterior of the ring gullies such as [954] (SGP 424) may be
interpreted as cuts for rafters or projecting structural beams.

Roundhouse 2 (Figure 7)

The external diameter of this roundhouse was approximately 7.3m (based on
the complete circuit phase). Again this building showed signs of at least two
phases of construction due to a shift in its defining gullies. The earlier of the
associated gullies may have been truncated to some degree as it was found
in plan not to extend beyond its relationship with the later feature. An
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alternative explanation for this arrangement may be that it forms part of a
porch like projection, perhaps intended to restrict entry to the interior of the
main building, to keep the cold out, or to house domestic animals such as
dogs. Both gullies were filled by a mid-light grey blue clay silt with occasional
inclusions of charcoal flecks.

Roundhouses 3 and 4 (Figure 7)

The smallest of this cluster of ‘roundhouses’ were defined by two gullies of
around 6m diameter that may or may not have been in use
contemporaneously. Both gullies were filled by light brown grey silt clay with
occasional inclusions of charcoal and sandstone fragments. It is also possible
that these structures had a shared entrance. The three pits or postholes
([1649], [1714] and [1760]) that possibly relate to a porch like structure or
similar may however be contrary to this theory.

The small size of these two buildings, together with the wide (perhaps shared)
entrance, may indicate their use as something other than a dwelling.
Roundhouse 4 was defined by a half circle gully and could have enclosed a
D-shaped building rather than a circular form. Support for this interpretation
may be provided by the north-east facing entrance gap for roundhouse 3,
whose northern entrance terminal physically connected the western terminal
of roundhouse 4. This is significant because if roundhouse 4 was a circular
building contemporary with roundhouse 3, its entrance would have opened
straight into the eaves and exterior wall roundhouse 4. In addition light would
have been prevented from entering via the entrance of roundhouse 3.
Perhaps the most elegant solution is for a D-shaped form for roundhouse 4,
following the shape of the associated gully. A straight south-east facing side
to the building would have allowed full access to the entrance of roundhouse
3. It is not difficult to imagine D-shaped buildings with vertical sided straight
sides as representing animal stalls. Other interpretations for these two smaller
buildings include use as stores, detached kitchens, or some other specialised
function. Again the presence of internal postholes and postholes on the ring
gully edges may indicate details of associated construction.

‘Spiral Structure’ (Figure 8)

This intriguing group of features comprised a spiral gully filled with up to three
distinct deposits. The gully was deepest at its western ‘external’ terminus.
This indicates that the feature was intended to drain down-slope to this end.
The primary fill of the gully comprised mid brown grey silt clay with occasional
charcoal flecks. This was overlain by a ¢.010m thick deposit of dark brown
grey silt clay with frequent inclusions of charcoal and fired clay as well as
occasional-moderate inclusions of slag and Middle Iron Age pottery. This
burnt backfill may represent either the burning down of the building itself or an
intensive period of hearth/bonfire deposition. This fill was overlain by a
shallow deposit of light blue grey silting which incorporated occasional finds of
industrial waste.

Environmental samples from the ‘spiral gully’ <152> <153> <154>
incorporated oak charcoal and a hazel nutshell fragment as well as finds of
pottery, magnetised material and fired clay. The circular internal space of the
‘spiral gully’ was occupied by a post-built structure (Contexts [3086], [3092],
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[3094], [3100], [3107], [3115], [3117], that showed some signs of repair
(postholes [3109], [3113]). This structure can best be interpreted as a D-
shaped building or perhaps a small circular building with a south-east facing
porch. There are various possible interpretations of function to be tested at
analysis, with use as a metal working workshop or forge, as a stock shed
perhaps used for milking, lambing or for keeping the breeding bull penned.
The latter may explain the funnel-like entrance arrangement. However, a
religious use for buildings of unusual forms (such as a shrine), is also often
suggested, particularly for buildings with unusual entrance arrangements or
entrance alignments.

‘Roundhouse’ 5 (Figure 9)

The features associated with this possible ‘structure’ were located in an
elevated position and comprised short lengths of segmented ditch or
elongated pits [2569], [2571], [2624], [2642] and [2650] (SGP’s 1107, 1108,
1132, 1141, 1145 and 1159) forming a rough semi-circle. Although no dating
material was recovered from these features the prevalence of Middle Iron Age
roundhouses at the site and the proximity of two four-post structures
associated with this phase, makes a Phase 4.1 origin for this ‘structure’
probable. This said the analysis stage may result in the feature being re-
allocated if the dating evidence can be refined.

‘Roundhouse’ 6 (Figure 9)

The presence what is thought to be the partial remains of a ‘ring gully’
[71/031], [71/033] and [71/046] (SGP’s 2111, 2114 and 2119) were located in
the east of the site close to the A24. The truncated gully, surrounded by
features allocated to the Middle Iron Age, was approximately 4.5m in length
0.5m in width and 0.16m in depth. The gully was filled by deposits of light blue
grey clay silt with occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks. The gully was seen
to terminate at posthole [71/037] (SGP 2113), this feature was filled with the
same deposit as the partial ring gully indicating that they may have silted-up
contemporaneously.

Four-post Structures

A number of four-post structures were encountered across the site. The best
preserved example comprised of four postholes [3377], [3388], [3393] and
[3395] placed at equidistant intervals to form four corners of a square. They
were all of similar approximate diameters (0.30m) and depths (0.3m-0.35m)
and filled with deposits of mid-light grey brown silt clay with occasional
charcoal inclusions. The usual interpretation of granaries, while still valid, may
be less likely in a Wealden context. Although it is possible that some limited
cereal production was being undertaken on site the heavy clays of the region
are thought to be non-conducive to an economy based on arable production.
An alternative explanation for these features is that they are the remains of
fodder racks for the benefit of the communities grazing herd.

Other Features

Waterhole [3421] measured 5.5m in length, 3.8m in width and was ¢.1.7m in
depth. The feature was filled by four consecutive silt layers. Although flintwork
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was encountered within these fill deposits the only other datable find
comprised a single sherd of Late Iron Age pottery. This sherd was retrieved
from the upper levels of a slowly accumulating silt deposit (3423) which was
clearly of a secondary nature. It is thought, due to the proximity of Middle Iron
Age features (such as four-post structures), and the clearly slow deposition of
associated fill deposits, that this feature originated at an earlier date than the
associated pottery sherd would suggest. At this stage, a Middle Iron Age date
is thought most likely with the large feature remaining as an extant depression
in the landscape until final cessation of soil accumulation in the Latest Iron
Age.

Pit [1000] was located away from the main focuses of Middle Iron Age activity
as revealed by excavations. This feature was notable due to potential
deliberate deposition of a mostly complete grog-tempered ovoid jar. This
vessel represents a probable placed vessel and a potential example of early
grog-tempering (see section 5.2 prehistoric pottery report).

Landscape Enclosure (Figures 6 and 10)

Evidence of a large enclosure system was encountered at the base of the
slope of ‘High Wood Hill’, in the south-east area of the site. This comprised a
ditch that drained downslope on a north-east/south-west orientation as well as
a perpendicular curvilinear example that followed the base of the contours of
High Wood Hill. The fill deposits of these ditches contained Middle Iron Age
pottery, but differed, in that the ditch running at the base of the slope was
filled by deposits that were clearly derived from waterborne silt. The ditch on
the side of the hill, on the other hand, was filled by colluvial deposits and
deposits derived from weathering of the features edges. Clearly the base of
High Wood Hill was subject to periodic water inundation, perhaps due to the
location of a nearby spring or streamline. Attempts to drain this area are
indicated by the cutting of further ditches downslope of the junction in the
enclosure.

The location of this Middle Iron Age enclosure may be the ancestor of an oval
landscape boundary associated with further perpendicular field boundaries
running upslope. The later landscape form was utilised in the Late Iron Age,
and would later, with slight modification, possibly be utilised as a medieval
park. The landscape form survived to the modern day. Although boundaries
at this location could be expected, due to topographic and hydrological
reasons, the fact that a Middle Iron Age phase exists where later enclosures
are evidenced, perhaps lends credence to continuity of this element of
landscape feature.

‘Roundhouse’ 7 (Figure 10)

4.7.18

The remains of another ring-gully, situated in the north-west corner of the
landscape enclosure described above, were recorded. The slightly ovoid gully
was approximately 10m in diameter had sharply sloping sides onto a rounded
base that sloped gently away from the terminal ends. It was filled by two
distinct deposits, the earlier of which comprised mid yellow brown silt clay
with occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks and sandstone fragments.
Overlying this was accumulations of mid brown grey silt clay. This contained
occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks and manganese.
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4.7.19

4.7.20

The lower deposit was interpreted as deriving from a mixture of natural silting
and re-deposition of the features sides due to weathering. The upper deposit
was clearly derived from silting of the feature. Only the uppermost deposit
was dated by Middle Iron Age pottery of 400-100/50 BC. Material derived
from environmental samples <227> and <228> included fragments of fired
clay, loom weights and flintwork along with Quercus and Maloideae charcoal
and carbonised cereal grain.

Due to a general lack of structural evidence and the partial sub-oval rather
than circular form of the gully in plan, it is possible that the interior space was
not utilised for a building but for some other purpose, such as a stock coral.
However, the single internal pit [4008] contained pottery, fired clay, structural
daub with wattle impressions, fragments of loom weight and flint. These hint
at the presence of occupation associated with a wattle and daub walled
building.

Circular Space (Figure 6)

4.7.21

A number of postholes or pits [3525], [3580], [3578], [3575], [3719], [3526]
and [3512] (SGP’s 1553, 1547, 1554, 1574, 1573, 1575 and 1636), at the
east of the site and located, within the interior of the landscape enclosure,
were all of similar form and dimensions (apart from (SGPs 1547 and 1574)
which showed signs of disturbance). They were all filled by similar deposits of
mid yellow brown silt clay with occasional-moderate inclusions of charcoal.
Although only one of these features was dated to the Middle Iron Age, it was
determined that spatially they form an arc or circular area. Perhaps the space
was also demarked by a fence or hedge with no other surviving traces and
served a communal and/or livestock related function. Fuel ash slag was
recovered from pit [3512].

Watercourses (Figure 6)

4.7.22

4.7.23

The former watercourses encountered within the site comprise up to three
minor channels that are orientated on a north-south, north-east-south-west
and east-west orientation respectively. An intervention through the north-
south stream (GA5) did not reach the bottom of the watercourse, however,
the lowest deposit [GA5/012], (smooth organic grey-brown silt clay with
occasional woody fragments) provided a radiocarbon date of 540-400 cal BC
from a piece of oak <202> as well as a date of 50 cal BC- cal AD 70 from the
bulk sediment of the same deposit.

The problems with radiocarbon dating Quercus (oak) are well recognised,
however, as the stream was not bottomed it is possible that the watercourse
was extant during the Middle Iron Age as well as the Late Iron Age/Early
Roman period. This would be consistent with the other encountered
archaeological remains currently dated to this phase, perhaps indicating that
a move towards the cleared landscape characterised by the pollen record
from this deposit may have begun by the MIA. Perhaps clearance of local
woodlands, increased erosion and water run-off within the area lead to the
formation of these tributaries in the lower-lying areas of the site. However, it is
also possible that they were of older derivation, with only the silting
representative of the wider clearance of woodland for agriculture.
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4.7.24

4.7.25

4.7.26

4.7.27

4.7.28

4.7.29

4.7.30

Phase 4.2 Late Iron Age (Figure 11)
Rectilinear Enclosure

The features associated with the rectilinear enclosure in the southern central
area of the site, have been dated by stratigraphy as well as by a general lack
of post-Roman Conquest pottery. They comprise the western side of a
rectilinear enclosure defined by a right angled length of ditch that was
truncated in places by later activity. This was filled by similar deposits of mid
grey brown silt clay along its length. A short stretch of ditch that was again
truncated by later activity was situated someway to the east. Although little
pottery was recovered from this feature, it is thought from stratigraphic and
spatial relationships, to represent the onset of Late Iron Age activity in the
area associated with the eastern side of the enclosure.

The activity within the enclosure may have included metalworking as possible
smithing waste was recovered from ditch [2873] (fill [2874] SG1250) and pit
[4241] (within the enclosure) contained a worn piece of bloomery tap slag.
Despite this, iron-working is thought to have been limited and secondary in
nature (see section 5.8). A possible whetstone was recovered from one
section [2610] through the ditch.

Several short lengths of ditch, on the same orientation as the enclosure ditch
described above, were situated to its east. Although currently dated to this
phase by spatial relationship and a general lack of diagnostic post-conquest
pottery, it is possible that these features may be related to slightly later
activity in this general area. They may be related to drainage of the enclosure
into a nearby watercourse.

Landscape Enclosure

It is probable that the earlier phase of oval landscape enclosure at the base of
‘High Wood Hill’ remained as an extant feature in the area during this period.
It is also possible that the Latest Iron Age/Early Roman version of this
enclosure was already in existence by this phase.

Other Features

The majority of other features currently dated to this phase comprise pits.
These are dated by a pottery assemblage that overwhelmingly indicates a
pre-conquest date. This said, it is possible that these features may relate to
the earlier years of Phase 4.3, activity which was found to be more intensive
at the site.

One side of a probable enclosure was dated by pottery to this phase was
encountered within evaluation trench 87 (Figure 2b).

Shallow, irregular pit [2200] SG938 contained a small quantity of grains and
some charred weed seed, as well as possible nutshell fragments, a piece of
fired clay and a moderate sized group of pottery containing no recognisably
Roman fabrics.
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4.7.31

4.7.32

4.7.33

4.7.34

4.7.35

It is likely that the phase 4.1 waterhole described above was still open during
this phase as a depression/feature in the landscape.

Watercourses

It is likely that the Middle Iron Age watercourses were still extant during this
phase. Although a radiocarbon date of 50 cal BC- cal AD 70 was retrieved
from the lowest deposit [GA5/012] <202> of a stream channel; this feature
was not bottomed suggesting that sediment deposition may have been
occurring during the earlier 1* century BC or before. Additionally, features
associated with the Rectilinear Enclosure were seen to be overlain by the
upper flood deposits of the watercourses.

Phase 4.3 Latest Iron Age/Early Roman (Figure 12)
‘Field-system’

The dominant feature of this phase is a field-system comprised of a long
distance boundary that stretched for a minimum of 380m from north to south
within the site. Interventions through this ditch showed it to be sharply sloping
in profile with a rounded base. It was filled with mid brown grey silt clay. The
feature provided a ‘spine’ from which two long curving boundaries on its
north-eastern side extended to a streamline. These ditches were both filled by
generally dark deposits; however, while the southerly of the two displayed a
homogeneity of fills along its length, the northerly ditch was separated into
three distinct episodes. These comprised a c. 0.30m thick mid grey brown silt
clay with occasional charcoal inclusions that was overlain by a thinner dark
black brown silt clay with frequent charcoal inclusions. This backfill and/or
turf-line was sealed by a layer of re-deposited natural. It is thought that the
charcoal rich layer may relate to the decommissioning of the boundary and
associated vegetation before it was sealed and levelled.

A further curving axial boundary and a parallel counterpart ditch on the south-
western side of the ‘spinal boundary’ described above was related to a
track/droveway close to the modern line of Mill Lane. The curving boundary
displayed fairly homogenous fill deposits as it progressed south-west from the
focus of contemporary activity. However, as it approached a probable stock
enclosure described below, distinct horizons could be seen. These comprised
probable episodic silting deposits, as well as a reasonably compact layer of
charcoal, similar to the northerly curving boundary described above. The
curving boundary has been interpreted as a stock droving feature against
which herds could be run in-order to bring them to pasture and associated
stock enclosures within the central southern area of the site. Finds retrieved
from the feature included Late Iron Age/early Roman pottery as well as flint-
work and glass beads. Environmental sample <108> showed the associated
charcoal layer to incorporate oak charcoal, magnetised material and a single
seed of possible crane's-bill.

Stock Enclosure
This enclosure comprised of two sub-rectangular compounds the

westernmost of which was directly associated with the ‘field-system described
above. The eastern enclosure was apparently bisected by the north-south
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4.7.36

4.7.37

4.7.38

aligned watercourse (followed by the modern field-boundary) and contained
what has been interpreted as a mortuary related feature, in addition to a
possible cremation or pit used for rubbish disposal; [1705] (this contained a
large pottery assemblage as well as burnt bone, charcoal, knife fragments,
fired clay and a nail).

It is likely that the enclosure’s primary function was for livestock control and
pasture as there was little evidence of placed deposits or other ‘ritualistic’
activity encountered within the enclosure ditch. Parts of this ditch system
showed evidence of early Roman re-cutting (occasionally on slightly different
alignments) however, due to spatial and stratigraphic relationships, the
earliest phase of fill deposition (silting) has been equated with Phase 4.3
activity. A general lack of contemporary dating material and domestic refuse
from the associated enclosure ditches perhaps indicates a lack of settlement
within the enclosures thus strengthening interpretation as livestock related
compounds.

The western enclosure appears to have been the focal point for the
surrounding landscape and incorporated an internal sub-rectangular
enclosure, perhaps a pen or similar. The enclosure was large enough to
contain entire herds of cattle or sheep and is interpreted as a stock coral
potentially used for overnight corralling and/or overwintering, to check for
disease or pregnancy, for branding and/or for milking (cattle). Although not
certainly dated to this phase, the ‘sub-enclosures’ central position within this
compound makes a Phase 4.3 date for this feature group probabile.

Two waterholes or sumps [1955] and [3845] were located at the north-eastern
corner and on the western side of one of the compounds. Both of these
features had sharply sloping, near vertical sides onto a rounded base,
however, while [3845] clearly silted contemporaneously with its associated
feeder ditch, [1955] (the deeper of the two) showed a sequence of fill deposits
as well as signs of phasing. This feature was up-to 1.25m in depth and was
filled with two consecutive silt deposits. The lower of these comprised light
grey brown silt clay of 0.45m thickness this was overlain by light blue grey
clay silt with occasional inclusions of charcoal flecks. The upper fill of the
waterhole or sump was seen to be cut by Phase 4.3 ditch [1878] this in-turn
was re-cut by ditch [1990]. It is possible that [1878] originally fed the sump
and that the pit feature was not maintained for as long as the ditch, however,
it is equally plausible that the waterhole may have been an earlier feature in
the landscape and was utilised as a convenient marker for, and sump in, the
later ditch system. Both of these features are thought to represent early forms
of livestock trough.

Settlement Enclosure(s)

4.7.39

This presented perhaps the most intensive activity at the site and comprised
two low-lying elongated enclosures that (perhaps due to the proximity of a
watercourse) displayed much evidence of re-cutting. These enclosures were
orientated on an east-north-east to south-south-west axis, with drainage
ditches on the south-western and southern sides. The two enclosures were
not physically connected but instead left a negative space that has been
interpreted as a north-south aligned corridor between them to allow livestock
from the open grasslands to the north access to the adjacent watercourse to
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4.7.40

4.7.41

4.7.42

4.7.43

4.7.44

4.7.45

the south. An undated tree throw [4229/4230], was the sole feature found
within the access corridor and was backfilled with large quantities of daub
including a flat piece with dotted lines from fill [4213]. Subdivisions within the
enclosure system possibly relate to individual animal pens, allotments and
perhaps small arable areas. A concentration of domestic material within the
associated ditches (including large quantities of pottery) perhaps indicates
that roundhouses or other dwellings were more prevalent in these enclosures
than the single surviving example (Roundhouse 8) would suggest.

Amongst the domestic refuse deposited within the associated ditches of this
enclosure system were large quantities of pottery, including an intact vessel
from ditch [2303] and large assemblages from ditch [4253]. Environmental
samples from the ditches also indicated a high density of domestic refuse and
included small quantities of burnt bone as well as a fragment of a child’s shale
bracelet. Kiln bars were retrieved from ditches [2441] and [2291], a pottery
waster was found in ditch [2334], a possible fishing weight (RF <516>) was
found in ditch [67/012] and a possible gaming counter (RF <526>) was found
in ditch [2293].

Roundhouse 8 (Figure 13)

A single uninterrupted ring gully ¢. 7.5m in diameter was located within the
western settlement enclosure. Interventions through the gully showed a
contrast in fill deposits across the feature. On the southern and eastern sides
the gully had obviously been subjected to periodic flooding from a nearby
watercourse. This resulted in an alluvial like fill. The remaining fill deposits
seemed to be derived from slightly drier depositional processes. The gully
clearly cut earlier alluvial deposits associated with the nearby watercourse
and was therefore excavated during a drier period of water regression. The
latest upper fills represent inundation which most likely incurred when the
building was abandoned.

Finds recovered from the gully included a large assemblage of pottery, slag,
fired clay, flint and nails. Environmental sample <174> included charcoal of
oak, poplar/willow and ash.

Possible internal structural evidence was identified in the north-western half of
the structure where large postholes were filled by similar deposits of light-mid
brown grey silt clay.

In addition to these features was a centrally located pit of ¢. 0.35m diameter
[2770]. This was filled by frequent inclusions of fired clay within a mid-red
brown silt clay matrix. Environmental sample <164> from this depositional pit
or hearth included small amounts of unidentifiable charcoal, fired clay and
magnetised material.

It is possible that the restricted amount of structural evidence from this
‘roundhouse’ may indicate an open front facing the nearby watercourse. If
ironworking was being undertaken at this location (as is perhaps indicated by
the finds assemblage) such a construction style would possibly be beneficial
for associated activities such as quenching.

Landscape Enclosure
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4.7.46

4.7.47

4.7.48

4.7.49

As noted above the Middle Iron Age phase of curvilinear enclosure at the
base of ‘Highwood Hill’ received a degree of development during or by this
phase. The ditch of the main curvilinear boundary (that may be of Phase 4.2
foundation) was filled with two deposits that are perhaps related to different
phases of use/disuse. This feature was augmented by three or more
perpendicular field boundaries extended out to the south, dividing hillside into
concentric land parcels. These fields thus radiated out from the summit of the
hill beyond the edge of the site (much like slices of a cake). The ditches were
dated by rare finds of AD 10-70 pottery from the disuse fills and potentially
comprise pastoral or (perhaps less likely) arable fields. As discussed, the
rarity of finds means it is possible that the ditches were originally in use
contemporary with the Middle Iron Age phase of landscape enclosure, and if
so the ‘curvilinear enclosure’ originally formed the eastern area of the hillside
field system. If so, the identification of a Middle Iron Age phase of landscape
enclosure within a Wealden context would be of some significance.

Mortuary Features (Figure 14)

The remains of two interconnected sub-square gully defined features were
identified on the higher ground to the west of the north-south aligned palaeo-
channel and within the stock enclosure/field. The gullies were filled with
identical deposits of mid yellow brown silt clay. Environmental samples
retrieved from these deposits showed them to have received some degree of
modern disturbance due to the presence of rootlets and un-charred seed. No
relationship could be detected between the two features as they seemed to
have silted contemporaneously. However, the form of the features suggests
the larger of the two may have existed first. No artefacts were encountered
within the gully fills, although a small quantity of charcoal was retrieved from
environmental sampling. Despite extensive cleaning and complete
excavation, no internal features were encountered, however, the ‘enclosures’
are thought to relate to cremation related mortuary activity and were almost
certainly associated with internal barrow mounds.

Four pits or postholes were aligned perpendicular to the above described
features. These were largely unremarkable, apart from charcoal rich pit [1167]
(SGP 524) which was thought in the field to perhaps relate to an
unaccompanied cremation. Environmental sampling of this feature failed to
recover burnt bone but it is thought that the pit was dug for the deposition of
the charcoal, as there was no evidence of in-situ burning. So called ‘token
cremations’, containing very small amounts of cremated bone, are not
uncommon on prehistoric landscapes (e.g. ASE 2010) and the symbolic
deposition of pyre debris is suspected in this instance.

A further square mortuary enclosure was encountered in the eastern half of
the site. The defining gully of this feature survived to a greater depth and was
dated by pottery to AD 40-70. Within the interior of the enclosure was
encountered a shallow re-deposited natural clay (perhaps from the gully
arisings) which contained a single piece of prehistoric flint-work. It is thought
that this deposit is the remains of a mound with the ditched enclosure. As no
burial remains were encountered within these features it is possible that they
were inserted into such a mound and later removed by the plough.
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4.7.50

4.7.51

4.7.52

4.7.53

4.7.54

4.8

Phase

4.8.1

Supporting evidence for the mortuary interpretation of these square
enclosures was encountered close to the example described above. Two
cremations, [85/007] and [85/013], were situated some 5.5m and 7m to the
east respectively.

Cremation [85/007] contained a simple narrow necked jar (85/006) with
cremated human bone (possibly of a single adult), cremated pig cranium and
two iron La Téne Il brooches. The vessel was placed upright and intact but
was fragmented by the weight of soil around it. The vessel had been
perforated multiple times on the lower vessel wall after firing and was partially
sealed by the re-deposited arisings of the pit.

Cremation [85/013] comprised a sub-rectangular cremation pit that was
initially filled with deposits of charcoal and the cremated remains of an adult
(85/012 and 85/010). A lens of re-deposited natural clay (85/011) mixed with
these deposits perhaps represents backfilling of remains dug from a pyre
deposit. After the burial was placed a fragmentary vessel was set down in a
central position prior to an episode of backfilling to seal the pit.

Other Features

It is thought that waterhole [3421] finally silted during this phase and ceased
to be an extant feature in the landscape. Further features comprised isolated
pits (mainly for rubbish deposition) and ditches that were encountered in
evaluation trenches. The later could not be conjectured into proto land-use
entities due to their isolated nature.

Watercourses

A radiocarbon date of 50 cal BC- cal AD 70 was retrieved from the lowest
encountered deposit [GA5/012] <202> of a north-south stream channel. This
deposit (smooth organic grey-brown silt clay with occasional woody
fragments) indicates both that the streams encountered within the site were in
existence during this phase and that the local environment was likely open
grassland (probably pasture), with some cereal cultivation and woodland
nearby. This fits well with the archaeological features encountered and
additional indications of a heathland habitat (probably derived from the area
later occupied by ‘Broadbridge Heath’ to the north of the site) suggest that
extensive clearance and acidification of soils had occurred by the end of this
phase.

Period 5: Romano-British
5.1 Early to Mid-Romano-British (Figure 15)

Although only a few isolated features contained mid Roman assemblages,
including black burnished ware styles, it is clear that the Phase 4.3
agricultural landscape persisted and continued to be utilised as the Roman
period progressed. The limited amount of contemporary pottery recovered
from features is thought to be reflective of a contraction of settlement rather
than a lack of agricultural/pastoral exploitation of the site.

‘Field-system’
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4.8.2 ltis likely that the Phase 4.3 field-system continued in use. This is due to
spatial and stratigraphic relationships with the stock enclosures discussed
below.

Drove/Hollow way

4.8.3 This proto land-use entity comprised two, shallow, roughly east-west
orientated ditches. The northerly of the two had been truncated to some
degree and only survived to a length of ¢.18m. The southerly was overlain by
deposits of livestock poaching (trampling). Although the southerly ditch was
dated by only a single Roman sherd, the associated features were clearly
intended to allow access of stock to the enclosures described below. It is
possible that this drove/hollow way continued in use as an unmaintained
route way into the Late Romano-British period (see below).

Stock Enclosures

4.8.4 Finds of post conquest pottery from the upper fills of the stock enclosure
ditches show that the enclosures which originated in Phase 4.3 still existed at
this time, but were falling out of use during the later 1% to 2" centuries AD.
Additionally a further rectilinear enclosure was added on the east side of the
north-south aligned paleo-channel. This was on the same alignment but was
clearly both stratigraphically later than the Late Iron Age/earliest Roman
enclosures it truncated, and incorporated diagnostic Roman sherds within its
fills, as well as a small amount of smithing waste (see section 5.8) and part of
a rotary quern (RF <545>) from ditch [4373] (see section 5.9).

Landscape Enclosure

4.8.5 The oval enclosure at the base of ‘High Wood Hill' continued to be used
during this phase, however, maintenance of the ditches appears to have
declined and eventually ceased as the phase progressed.

Other Features

4.8.6 Other features include pits and an oven [1800] (SGP’s 759, 760 and 761) as
well as a possible cremation or rubbish pit [1818] that contained small
quantities of unidentifiable burnt bone.

Watercourses

4.8.7 ltis probable that the watercourses endured during this phase and continued
to provide water for stock and influence field/enclosure boundaries. The
pollen record suggests local woodland clearance to have continued.

Phase 5.2 Late Romano-British (Figure 16)

Drove/Hollow way

4.8.8 A single, small abraded sherd of Late Romano-British pottery was

encountered within poaching (layer SGP 412). This deposit had accumulated
after the ditches associated with the phase 5.1 drove/holloway had ceased to
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be maintained. This deposit therefore provides evidence that this route way
might still have been in use in the Late Romano-British period.

Refuse Deposition

4.8.9 During the Late Romano-British period, reasonable quantities of waste
material accumulated in the upper levels of the silted-up ditches founded in
Phase 5.1 suggesting that, whist these features were apparently not being
maintained, this part of the site at least was still occupied (or was re-
occupied) at this time. This accumulation is limited to the eastern-most stock
enclosures and collected material includes fired clay fragments, kiln bars, a
piece of a glass vessel, hobnails a triangular flat Kimmeridge shale object (RF
<507>) as well as pottery (SGPs 1398, 1402, 1406, 1796, 1806, 1830, 1850,
1865 and 2092). This deposition of Late Roman domestic or industrial refuse
strongly suggests that a very Late Roman settlement existed in the vicinity.

Landscape Enclosure

4.8.10 ltis probable that the oval enclosure at the base of ‘High Wood Hill’ continued
to endure though no specific evidence of Late Roman activity was found.

Watercourses

4.8.11 The watercourses show a hiatus of sediment deposition following the Late
Iron Age /ER period. It is likely that this hiatus may have begun in the Late
Roman period and perhaps suggests that woodland was recolonizing the site
and/or that flooding was occurring. This correlates well with known climatic
changes and a wetter cooler environment during the period. Suspected
flooding may have caused abandonment of the earlier settlement sites and
agricultural systems. In addition the general change in demography
attributable to the period may have witnessed a retreat in settlement at the
site.

4.9 Period 6: Early Medieval- Early Saxon to mid-Late Saxon
Low, Residual and/or Transient Activity

4.9.1 There is no evidence for the Early or Middle Saxon occupation or farming
within the site. Only two sherds of Saxon pottery were of clear pre-Conquest
origin (10" to mid-11" century) these were found alongside a large sherd of
late Roman mortaria and CBM within pit [2509] (SGPs 1079 and 1080) this
feature was fairly irregular in form although it had slightly stepped sides to the
north and south. It was filled by a sequence of silting deposits with inclusions
of charcoal and fired clay. It was cut by later sub-circular pit [2507] (SGP
1078) from which the clearly intrusive Saxon pottery perhaps derives.

Landscape Enclosure

4.9.2 ltis thought that the oval enclosure at the base of ‘High Wood Hill' remained
extant during this period however no dateable Saxon evidence was found.

410 Period 7: Medieval
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Phase 7.1 AD 1050-1175 Saxo-Norman (Figure 17)

4.10.1

Several foci of medieval settlement were encountered and it has been
possible to reconstruct much of the associated landscape context for these
foci. The most significant area of settlement was situated on the course of the
new duel carriageway at the extreme western end of the site and was
comprised of rectangular buildings set within settlement enclosures or
farmyards. At the moment, the contemporary pottery which dates this phase
(7.1) could just as easily be considered pre- or post-Conquest. However, it is
considered probable that a concerted reoccupation of the site begins in the
Late Saxon period and, although at present the evidence for this is slim, it is
hoped that more detailed analysis of the pottery may make it possible to
confirm a suspected pre-Conquest origin.

Building 1 (Figure 18)

4.10.2

4.10.3

4104

4.10.5

Building 1, within the western settlement, was rectangular in plan and very
slightly bow-sided in form. It measured c. 21m in length and was up-to 6m in
width. The building was largely of wall trench or sill-beam construction
(Contexts [1361], [1367], [1366], [1369], [1371], [1380], [1381], [1389], [1471],
[1475], [1479], [1481], [1487], [1501], [1505], [1507] and [1525]) which
comprised c. 0.2m deep vertical-sided and flat-bottomed clay-silt filled cuts
with few noticeable inclusions apart from pottery and nails. Possible earth-fast
post or stake-holes were also recorded (Contexts [1363], [1375], [1383],
[1385], [1387], [1503], [1509], [1521], [1523], [1527], [1529], [1531], [1375],
and [1531]. These were filled by similar deposits to the beam slots. It is
possible that some posts relate to an earlier structure or to later activity. A
single sandstone block was encountered within the line of one sill beam. This
may represent an attempt to underpin or repair Building 1 or to serve as a pad
for a structural timber.

Within and abutting the sill beam line were structural cuts for upright beams or
perhaps a cruck frame (Contexts [1391], [1378], [1469], [1477], [1495] and
[1499]). A cross passage was located in the centre of the building and internal
postholes (Contexts [1307], [1310], [1317], [1319], [1683] and [1685]) may
relate to internal partitions.

A shorter and less substantial structural cut (Contexts [1473], [1483] and
[1489]) was located at the south-eastern corner of the corner of the building.
This feature terminated in a posthole [1677], [1679] and is interpreted as the
truncated remains of a chamber.

Three postholes (Contexts [1300], [1302] and [1305]) located to the south of a
large possible cess pit [1314] may relate to a separate latrine. A fragment
from an iron tool RF <532> was found within the cess pit.

Enclosure and Driftway (Figure 17)

4.10.6

A linear corridor defined by two parallel ditches led up to an enclosure
surrounding Building 1 from the east. The southernmost of these remained
extant right into the late post-medieval period. This route way was orientated
on an east-north-east to west-south-west alignment and was probably for the
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4.10.7

movement of stock animals and may have linked up with the track-way
associated with Mill Lane; beyond the northern edge of the site.

A ditch-defined enclosure surrounding Building 1 was roughly rectangular in
plan and continued beyond the western limits of the site. Access to this
enclosure from the route way to the east was by means of a gap between the
outermost enclosure ditches. The inner ditch was a steep sided feature filled
with consecutive silting deposits. While defining and enclosing an area
around Building 1, gaps between this and the outermost enclosure ditch were
clearly meant to channel access around the enclosure.

Hollow way

4.10.8

Abutting the northern edge of the enclosure and driftway was a large deposit
of light brown grey clay silt [2269] and [2587] (SGP’s 968 and 1116). This is
interpreted as an area of livestock poaching that that marks the likely location
of a drove or Hollow way.

Building 2 (Figure 19)

4.10.9

Building 2 comprised the remains of three continuous lengths of wall trench
within which post and stake-holes were encountered. These structural cuts
survived to a greater depth (¢.0.30m) on the southern side, perhaps
suggesting that there had been some truncation on the northern edge. No
trace of internal features survived within the building footprint. A short length
of ditch immediately to the south of the building (Contexts [2364] and [2377])
which contained domestic refuse (including large quantities of charred oat fill
[2365] perhaps relates to a plot boundary or midden associated with the
structure.

Potential Truncated Buildings (Figure 19)

4.10.10Two other potential buildings were represented by truncated remains to the

north and south of Building 2. The southerly of these comprised a short length
of shallow gully [505] and [506] accompanied by two postholes (Contexts
[501] and [503]) filled by similar deposits of silt clay with occasional charcoal
inclusions. To the north was a discontinuous L-shaped ditch or structural cut
(Contexts [2450], [2475], [2491] and [2599]) within which was encountered a
small posthole [2452]. This enclosed an area of metalled surface [2477].
Although this surface is currently assigned to phase 7.2, high amounts of
phase 7.1 pottery existed alongside phase 7.2 pottery suggesting that the
floor was re-surfaced at least once.

Yard Plots or Pens

4.10.11 To the east of Building 2 a system of ditches formed rectilinear enclosures.

These potential yard plots or pens were filled by deposits of light grey clay silt
and showed evidence of re-cutting in the 13" century. Two pits [2260] and
[2266] were located within these areas.

Field-system
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4.10.12 It is likely that the post-medieval field-system shown on the Tithe and the 1%
Edition Ordnance Survey maps originated in the Saxo-Norman period. This
was evidenced by similar alignments of post-medieval field boundaries with
dated medieval examples. In addition some Saxo-Norman ditches ‘T-d’ into
(and did not extend beyond) supposed later boundaries indicating the latter
were part of an earlier (medieval) field-system.

4.10.13 The curved nature of some of the ditches also hint at the medieval origins of
the fields. Inverted ‘S’ and ‘J’ shaped boundaries are often noted as indicators
of medieval fields (Brandon, 2003). Although dating material was sparse this
is to be expected due to ongoing maintenance or ‘cleaning out’ of these
features.

Enclosure and Associated Trackways

4.10.14 A large sub-rectangular enclosure was situated in the central part of the site.
This was defined by ditches linked with Mill Lane to the south, as well as to
two track-ways to the east and one to the west. The potential function of Mill
Lane as a droveway and the association of the two eastern tracks with a
watercourse, point to a livestock related function for this enclosure. It may
represent a holding area for livestock pastured on the nearby heath. Features
within it include pits (including [807] that contained a horse shoe fragment (RF
<531>) and a small sub rectangular ditched enclosure. Pottery retrieved from
the features dated from the mid-12" to early 13" century. The features are
thought to relate to an animal pen measuring ¢.7m in length and ¢.5m in
width.

Building 3 (Figure 20)

4.10.15 Building 3 was orientated on a north-east to south-west axis and was similar
to Building 1 in form, however, there was no evidence of a wall trench at the
north-eastern end and a greater reliance on earth fast posts (just within the
wall line) may indicate a need to bear a greater roof weight or an upper floor.
Two large postholes [1429] and [1616] within the south-eastern part of the
wall line may relate to an entrance. A short length of ditch or (less likely)
possible structural cut [1269] and [1279] (SGP’s 572 and 577) close to the
north-west of Building 3 was filled with domestic waste including much
charcoal, fired clay and pottery and bears remarkable similarities to the
potential plot boundary or midden found close to the southern side of Building
2.

Structure

4.10.16 A right-angled length of gully (Contexts [1417], [1419] and [1452]) was
stratigraphically earlier than Building 3. This was filled by mid brown grey clay
silt with occasional inclusions of charcoal and fired clay. Within the feature
were two post or stake holes [1446] and [1448] filled similar deposits to the
gully. This feature resembled the other medieval wall trenches on site, but
was much less substantial. It perhaps relates to a building that preceded
Building 3.

Compound/Enclosure
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4.10.17 Surrounding Building 3 was a sub-rectangular enclosure defined by ditches
on its northern and eastern sides, a track to the west and a fence-line to the
south. The alignment of the ditch on the northern side was clearly fossilised
by a post-medieval field boundary. The compound/enclosure also contained
several large pits, possibly for storage (Contexts [1345], [1396] and [1400]),
smaller pits (one with a fragment of rotary quern (RF <544>), a potential
furnace or hearth [1398] and an irregular gully of possible industrial or
livestock related function.

4.10.18 At the southern end of the track which formed the western boundary of the
compound described above, was a small sub-rectangular enclosure or
structure. This was defined by a gully. The possible structure occupied a c.
4m long by c. 3.2m wide space. The fill of the gully contained a quantity of
small fragmentary sherds dating to AD 1075-1175 and (a tiny amount of)
Romano-British pottery. Inclusions comprised occasional fragments of
sandstone and fired clay. Environmental sampling (<218>, <219>, <221>,
<222> and <223>) produced small quantities of charcoal (including oak). The
feature is thought to relate to an animal pen, or perhaps a small hut-like
structure.

Drove/Hollow way

4.10.19 Linear ditches and an erosion hollow to the immediate west of ‘Old Wickhurst
Lane’ may relate to the early use for the lane. The earliest feature associated
with this route way is a sinuous ditch—like feature (SGP’s 1962, 1964, 1968,
1982, 2068 and 2084) filled by mid brown grey silt clay that contained
moderate inclusions of manganese and charcoal. It was noted to have an
irregular base. Finds recovered from the feature included a later 12"- century
‘chimney pot’ from [4509] as well as pottery spanning the date range AD
1150-1275. Although this may indicate a Phase 7.2 origin for the ditch or
erosion, evidence of re-cutting (e.g. SGP 1969) and overlying trample
deposits (SGP’s 1963, 1971, 1972 and 2069) are thought to have introduced
large quantities of Phase 7.2 pottery into this earlier feature. What was
recorded as largely homogenous poaching deposits (SGP’s 1963, 1971, 1972
and 2069) were in all likelihood linked to various episodes of disturbance,
therefore accounting for the mixed pottery assemblage. This would have
comprised an un-metalled droveway primarily used for livestock movement. In
all likelihood the ditch represents the delineation of the western extent of the
medieval forerunner of ‘Old Wickhurst Lane’.

Landscape Enclosure

4.10.20 Although no material of this date was recovered from the enclosure at the
base of ‘High Wood Hill’ it is likely that the ditches that form the oval shown
on the 1% Edition OS were dug during this phase. This hypothesis is
strengthened by the fact that the surrounding major land divisions were
probably also of 11"/12™ century inception. This enclosure was clearly based
on earlier examples of MIA and LIA/ER date which ran parallel to this
landscape feature.

Other Features
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4.10.21 Other features dated to this phase include pits, tree-throws and an area of
‘midden’ activity.

4.10.22 A circular pit [1126] (SGP 505) with steep almost vertical sides and a flat
base was located in the central southern part of the site, within the Phase 7.1
fields. It was filled with a single deposit of dark brown grey silt clay [1127] that
contained a large quantity of c. AD 1125-1200 pottery, a copper-alloy axe (RF
<3>) of later Early Bronze Age date (see section 5.11) and a whetstone (RF
<503>. Environmental sampling of the feature <56> enabled the recovery of
charcoal, fired clay and more pottery. The pit is thought to have been dug for
the specific deposition of the finds and although the axe is clearly of earlier
origin, the pit did not seem to have disturbed an earlier feature. The axe is
therefore thought to represent a curated find. The pit is of particular interest
as an example of possible ritualistic or symbolic behaviour in the medieval
Weald.

4.10.23 A ‘rubbish pit’ [2007] was located to the south of this. This feature had a
resemblance to the large pits found in the Compound/Enclosure described
above and yielded finds of pottery, structural daub (with wattle imprints) and a
farrier nail. Environmental samples <113>-<116> included weed seed,
charcoal and nutshell fragments.

Watercourses

4.10.24 It is likely that the watercourses recorded in earlier periods were still extant to
some degree and continued to dictate the division of the land. The sediments
encountered within the associated channels show a hiatus between the Late
Iron Age/Romano-British and the post-medieval/modern periods. It may be
likely therefore that woodland was recolonizing the site (causing stabilisation
of soils) and/or that flooding was occurring which removed any contemporary
sediment from the sequence. Additional to the channels, numerous ponds
shown on the Tithe and 1°" Edition OS may have originated at this time and
been associated with stock husbandry either as a primary use or as a by-
product. This may have followed extraction of sandstone (for building) or
calcareous soils for use in marling.

Phase 7.2 AD 1175-1300 High Medieval (Figure 21)
Building 4 (Figure 22)

4.10.25 Building 4, located within the medieval farmyard enclosures in the extreme
north-west of the site, was defined by wall trenches or cuts for sill beams with
accompanying evidence of earth fast posts set within the wall lines. Also, as
with earlier buildings, both the wall gullies and associated postholes were
filled by almost identical deposits. As well as pottery, the terminal of a scale
tanged iron handle was recovered from structural cut [304]. No internal
features were identified. Building 4 extended beyond the limits of the
excavation. The building may represent a replacement for Building 1 within
the associated enclosure.

Enclosure and Driftway
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4.10.26 The enclosure and driftway which led to Building 2 in Phase 7.1 apparently
continued to be used during the 13" century, however, the innermost
enclosure ditch appears to have fallen out of use by Phase 7.2 and an
additional ditch was added on a north-east-south-west alignment.

Allotments or Pens

4.10.27 Building 2, the potential truncated buildings and the nearby hollow way in this
part of the site had fallen out of use by this phase. Expansion and alteration of
the Phase 7.1 allotments or pens is attested however with the Phase 7.1
divisions forming the basis of the later enclosures.

4.10.28 Deposits and features within these small enclosures included areas of
potential livestock poaching [2601] as well as a cylindrical pit, well or sump
[2588] and a floor layer or metalled surface [2477] fill [2478]. Pit, well or sump
[2588] was filled with consecutive deposits of silting and slumping comprised
of light brown grey clay silt and re-deposited natural from the features edges.
These fill deposits were consistent with water-logging and contained large
quantities of pottery mainly of AD 1225-1325 date, but with moderate to high
levels of residual 12" century ceramics. The metalled surface or floor layer
[2477] comprised frequent sub-angular fragments of sandstone as well as
domestic waste. The high quantity of residual 12" century material amongst
the large associated pottery assemblage perhaps indicates that this feature
was originally related to one of the potential truncated buildings.

Field-system

4.10.29 The 13" century field-system at the site is largely the continuance of the
Phase 7.1 divisions, however, there was some modification to the overall
pattern, for instance; the compound/enclosure and the track-way surrounding
Building 3 had fallen out of use by this date: The eastern ditch was reused as
a long irregular field boundary.

Enclosure and Associated Trackways

4.10.30 One of the eastern trackways associated with this enclosure (Figure 17) had
likely fallen out of use by this time and the remainder was clearly modified on
only a slightly different alignment (Figure 21). It is likely however, that the
enclosure itself was still fed by Mill Lane and continued to perform a livestock
related function. The inception of further ditch features within the enclosure’s
interior surely relates to livestock channelling and sorting perhaps associated
with livestock coming from pasture on Broadbridge Heath to the north.

Drove/Hollow way

4.10.31 The large quantities of Phase 7.2 pottery associated with this route way
indicate its continued use. Attempts to re-delineate the western side of the
drove were evidenced by efforts at re-cutting the earlier ditch (e.g. SGP 1969)
stratigraphic relations associated with the largely homogenised poaching
deposits (SGPs 1963, 1971, 1972 and 2069) were impossible to record due
to the nature of the processes involved with their formation. A short-lived
north-west - south-east aligned ditch truncated the earlier drove-side ditch.
This indicates that maintenance of this feature probably ceased sometime in
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the late 13" century. Continued traffic within the route way was evidenced by
further build-up of poaching deposits. Final colluvial silting [4514] (SGP 1974)
of the hollow depression within the drove/hollow way possibly occurred at the
end of this phase and during the late medieval period the route may have
braided to the east onto the modern line of Wickhurst Lane.

Landscape Enclosure/Park

4.10.32 The enclosure at the base of High Wood Hill has been postulated as the

location of Richard Covert’s park known in 1272 from documentary evidence.
Although the results of the preceding evaluation associated with this
boundary were inconclusive (ASE 2008) it seems probable that this
landscape feature existed during this phase and would have formed one of
the most likely locations for such a holding (see ASE 2007). Indeed the post-
medieval boundary showed some evidence of an earlier ditched phase and
although the associated bank was not of the height often expected of
earthworks associated with ‘park pales’ the feature had been subject to much
disturbance and partial re-alignment in the modern era. Alternatively, the
medieval park boundary may be associated with the curving course of Five
Oaks Road and Farthings Hill these may have been associated with the River
Arun to effectively form a sub-oval enclosure.

Other Features

4.10.33 Other features dated to this phase include pits and tree-throws. Pit [2246]

was situated close to earlier midden activity and is notable for its inclusion of
a small piece of crucible with copper alloy slag adhering (see section 5.8).

4.10.34 It is likely that the watercourses were still extant at this time.

Late Medieval

4.10.35 Evidence of 14™ and 15" century activity was extremely limited. Only a single

4.1

deposit [4412] (SGP 1922) of dumped material (including slag) or metalling
was found to be specifically dated to these centuries. Perhaps late medieval
climatic, demographic and economic changes saw a contraction of land-use
at the site. Alternatively this lack of activity may be due to the sites possible
imparkment at this stage. It is probable, however, that the 13" century field-
systems and Old Wickhurst Lane would have stayed extant due to their
continuity into the post-medieval period.

Period 8: Post-medieval

Phase 8.1 AD 1550-1675 (Figure 23)

Field-system

4.11.1 The early post-medieval field-system is largely one of inheritance from the

medieval period. There is some modification to the overall layout and some
evidence of field amalgamation, but also interestingly of subdivision
(especially to the east); perhaps indicating an intensification of arable
production or a conversion or division of a block of pasture. It is likely that the
site at this time incorporated areas of woodland as well as thick shaws
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following contraction during the late medieval period. It is probable also that
the ‘park’ at Broadbridge was ‘disparked’ during this phase (15987?) resulting
in its’ incorporation into the wider field-system.

4.11.2 Evidence of field amalgamation is exemplified by ditch [59/014] (SGP 2081).
The upper fills of this feature comprised mid grey brown silt clay with lenses
of re-deposited natural clay [59/017] (SGP 2082). This was interpreted as a
backfill and/or levelling deposit and dated by pottery to the 17" century. This
evidence of the effective ‘decommissioning of the ditch’ overlay successive
silting deposits [59/015] and [59/016] related to the gradual disuse of the
feature in the late medieval period. The ditch was also shown to be a recut of
medieval (Saxo-Norman) ditch [59/011] (SGP 2080) which followed the same
alignment.

Enclosure and Associated Trackways

4.11.3 The medieval livestock enclosure remained in use during this phase but was
significantly expanded. Further modification is evidenced by a lack of
associated track-ways other than Mill Lane.

Drove/Hollow way

4.11.4 Context [4500] (SGP 1966) is interpreted as the western roadside ditch and
relates to the straightening and consolidating of the medieval drove/hollow
way of Wickhurst Lane. This was filled by mid blue grey clay silt with
occasional inclusions of manganese. It most likely continued in use during
Phase 8.2 before being re-cut on a slightly different alignment in the late post-
medieval and modern periods.

Other Features

4.11.5 Three possible rubbish pits [323], [652] and [739] were encountered within the
wider Phase 8.1 field-system. Two of these [323] and [739] were dated by
pottery. They were both sub-oval in plan and roughly 0.7m in diameter.

Watercourses

4.11.6 The watercourses at the site show a return to sediment deposition from this
time. The upper layers of the sediment sequence from GA5 are indicative that
the accumulation of sediment occurred in a stagnant environment. The pollen
record perhaps indicates a decline in the wooded environment with an
introduction of some species that occur in parks and gardens. It also shows a
return to grassland, pasture with some arable. If the ponds were not of
medieval origins they were likely excavated at this time.

Phase 8.2 AD 1675-1800 (Figure 24)
Field-system

4.11.7 Only minor additions to the field system occurred during the later 17" and 18"
centuries (Phase 8.2).

Building 5
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4.11.8 Building 5 was perhaps the first structure to be built at Heath Barn however
the proximity of medieval buildings perhaps indicates it may have comprised
a shifted farmstead. Building recording work during the dismantling of the
structure (ASE 2012c) showed it to be of timber-framed and weather boarded
superstructure over a dwarf brick wall. The first construction phase has been
dated to c. 1700. The building is interpreted as having been an open-fronted
cattle shelter-shed at this time. In its initial form the building was at least four
bays in length, however, only the three southernmost bays of this had
survived.

Trackway

4.11.9 The enclosure associated with ‘Mill Lane’ fell out of use during this phase and
subsequently a new track-way was defined through the site. This perhaps
indicates that livestock movement was a diminishing occurrence at this time.

Farmyard 1 and Associated Buildings (Figure 25)

4.11.10 A farmyard was created at Five Acre Barn/Hares Hill Farm during this phase.
This comprised a small cluster of buildings within a walled yard. Up to four
buildings are shown at this location on the Tithe map of 1844, however, only
the two smaller structures had survived at the time of historic building
recording (ASE 2012c). The buildings were not entered during the HBR work
owing to their advanced state of decay, however, judging by elements of their
construction, they were probably built at some point in the 18" century. The
larger of the two buildings appears to have served as a shelter shed. Itis
known from the 1% Edition OS that it was located on the south side of the yard
with its east end adjoining a larger building. The latter probably comprised a
barn. The other surviving building was a smaller two-bay timber-framed
structure. This was also interpreted as a possible animal shelter.

4.11.11No archaeological excavation took place in the areas of these two long
buildings. Due to their length, these structures were perhaps barns or long
shelter-sheds. Although they have been ascribed to this phase they could be
earlier in origin.

Drove/Hollow way

4.11.12 No changes to Old Wickhurst Lane were encountered apart from re-cutting
or continuity in use of the associated roadside ditches.

Other Features

4.11.13 A large sub-oval pit [557] within the central northern area of the site
measured ¢. 3.5m in length, ¢. 2m in width and ¢. 0.9m in depth. It had
sharply sloping near vertical sides and was filled by re-deposited natural
overlain by a subsoil like deposit. It was somewhat uncertainly dated by a
single fragment of clay tobacco pipe of AD 1660-1720. The feature may be a
sawpit (John Mills pers com.).

Watercourses
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4.11.14 The watercourses show a return to sediment deposition from this time. The
upper layers of the sediment sequence from GA5 are indicative that the
accumulation of sediment occurred in a stagnant environment. The pollen
record perhaps indicates a decline in the wooded environment with an
introduction of some species indicative of parks and gardens. This occurred
alongside a mixed pasture and arable environment.

4.11.15 In addition to the channels, numerous ponds may have originated at this time
and may have been associated with stock husbandry. These may originally
have been excavated as marl quarry pits. Only two were investigated
archaeologically. The first [2764] (SGP’s 1200 and 1201) produced tiny
pieces of coal and slag from the clearly modern backfill and levelling deposits
[2768] and [2769] <149> but no datable material from the lower deposits. The
other, [59/018], was filled by modern backfill and levelling deposits as well as
a mixed silt clay [59/003] with frequent inclusions of post-medieval rubbish
including pottery, sandstone fragments, CBM (of 18™-19™ century date) and
glass shaft and globe bottles (dated c. 1650 to ¢. 1750). This pond was not
bottomed and the material within this layer of rubbish deposition provides a
terminus ante quem only for the feature.

Phase 8.3 AD 1800-1940 (Figure 26)
Field-system

4.11.16 As discussed above, the late post-medieval fields largely evolved from
medieval (Phase 7.1) land division. Many of the late post-medieval ditches
still existed at the time of the archaeological works. The sinuous course of
some of these feature likely indicate medieval origins as well as the longevity
of ox-ploughing within the Sussex Weald (see Brandon 2003).

Farmyard 2 and Associated Buildings (Figure 27)

4.11.17 This farmyard comprises the development of a compound and further
buildings in the area of Building 5 (Phase 8.2). The north end of Building 5
was modified at this time (c. 1900) by the addition of two timber-framed bays.
Historic map evidence (Tithe and 1% Ed OS) indicates that this structure, (a
modified open-fronted shelter for cattle, with a separate enclosed bay)
occupied the location of an earlier building dated to at least AD 1844 (ASE
2012c). As well as these new buildings, a walled yard was also built at this
time.

Trackway

4.11.18 Ditch [684] was added to the Phase 8.2 trackway at this time. The 1% Edition
OS map indicates that a field-boundary effectively ‘cut-off’ the northern end of
the trackway suggesting that the track had developed into a bounded footpath
or bridleway by this time.

Farmyard 1 and Associated Buildings
4.11.19 This was enlarged during this phase with extra yard walling and the addition

of another building. This additional building, which is shown on the 1% Edition
OS map, did not survive to the present day and was not in an
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archaeologically investigated area. A layer of metalling or made ground
[2955] was recorded, however, to the west of the farmyard and comprised
mostly of sandstone fragments with occasional pieces of blast furnace slag.
This probably represents ground consolidation of a wet area close to a
stream.

Drove/Hollow way

4.11.20 Little change to Old Wickhurst Lane is revealed on either the 1° Edition OS

map or from the archaeological evidence during this phase apart from the
slight re-alignment of the roadside ditch ([4465], [4469], [4502] and [4536]).
The open access to Five Acre Barn/Hares Hill Farm is closed off during this
phase to only be accessed via a gateway and track rather than the potential
stock-funnelling features associated with the earlier post-medieval phases.

4.11.21 Although the lane is recorded on the 1% Edition OS as an un-metaled

greenway it was perhaps beginning to lose its stock droving capabilities and
associations with Five Acre Barn/Hares Hill Farm (see above). An earlier
stone road surface was found beneath the modern tarmac in Trenches 97-
100. This was largely comprised a ¢.0.3m thick layer of flint gravels and
sandstone fragments. The only dating evidence retrieved from this surface
comprised two fragments of 18" — 19" century tile from [100/003].

4.11.22 A thicker, more substantial stone surface was encountered in Trench 99

[99/003] this was comprised of much larger blocks of Horsham Stone
(<0.5m2) on a bed of sandstone fragments with rare slag metalling. This
thicker surface crossed an area of wet ground and may have been an attempt
to causeway the road. Unfortunately, due to the presence of services, this
potential causeway could not be further investigated. The only dating material
comprised post-medieval tile.

Other Features

4.11.23 Other features dated to this phase include pits and tree-throws. It may be

possible to incorporate more during further analysis.

Watercourses

4.11.24 The watercourses at the site show a return to sediment deposition from this

time. The upper layers of the sediment sequence from GA5 are indicative that
the accumulation of sediment occurred in a stagnant environment. The pollen
record perhaps indicates a decline in the wooded environment with an
introduction of some species indicative of parks and gardens. This occurred
alongside a return to grassland, pasture with some arable.

4.11.25 Quantities of rubbish used to consolidate areas of wet ground were recorded

412

in silted channels across the site (Contexts [31/004], [1690] and [3150]. In
addition to these channels, numerous ponds shown on the 1% Edition OS
were in existence at this time. Two excavated ponds [59/018] and [2764] were
clearly backfilled and levelled during the late 19" — late 20" century.

Undated
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4.12.1 Most undated features are pits, tree-throws (often burnt-out) and ditches but
there are also hearths [3941] and a pit, [1252] that contained possible
fragments of saddle quern (RF <541> of potential Neolithic or Bronze Age
date). It is hoped that with further analysis, scientific dating and specialist
integration the majority of these will be assigned to a phase. Many undated
postholes also exist within the site and it is hoped that further spatial analysis
will help confirm whether concentrations of these relate to structures,
buildings or fence-lines.

4.12.2 Other features pending phasing are likely cremation [1694], contain a small
amount of burnt human skull but no dating evidence. Potential cremation
[1898] contained no burnt bone however the presence of hobnails within the
fill deposits, as well as tiny quantities of burnt bone and further hobnails from
pit [1909] nearby are perhaps consistent with Roman funerary activity. The
presence of alder charcoal (which was found in both features, samples <92>
<93>) is also perhaps indicative of Roman cremation activity.

4.12.3 Some rather enigmatic wide, parallel linear features, similar in nature to the
ploughed out remains of ridge and furrow, were also encountered within the
central northern area of the site. These were situated close to a curved post-
medieval boundary that may have earlier, medieval, origins. These features
are thought to relate to medieval/post-medieval arable agricultural activity
(planting on ridges between), or perhaps hollowing from livestock movement.

4.12.4 Potential Bronze Age features also currently remain un-phased.
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Type Description Quantity Notes
Context sheets Excavation, watching brief and 5156 Individual context sheets
Stage 2 and 3 evaluations
Section sheets Excavation, watching brief and 96 Al Multi-context
Stage 3 evaluation permatrace sheets
Digital Plans Excavation, watching brief and All Multi-context DWG plan
Stage 2 and 3 evaluations features
Photos Excavation, watching brief and All Black and white
Stage 2 and 3 evaluations contexts transparency
Colour slide
Digital
Environmental Excavation, watching brief and 268 Individual sample sheets
sample sheets Stage 3 evaluation
Context register Excavation, watching brief and All Context register sheets and
Stage 2 and 3 evaluations contexts digital
Environmental Excavation, watching brief and All Environmental sample
sample register Stage 2 and 3 evaluations sampled register sheets
contexts
Photographic Excavation, watching brief and All Photograph register sheets
register Stage 2 and 3 evaluations contexts
Drawing register Excavation, watching brief and All Section register sheets
Stage 2 and 3 evaluations contexts
Small finds register | Excavation, watching brief and 1 Small finds register sheets

Stage 2 and 3 evaluations

Table 1: Stage 3 site archive quantification

42

© Archaeology South-East 2013




Archaeology South-East
PXA & UPD: ‘Wickhurst Green’, Broadbridge Heath
ASE Report No: 2013198

5. QUANTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT: FINDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL

5.1 Introduction

5.1.1 All bulk finds from the excavations at Wickhurst Green in Broadbridge Heath
have been washed and dried or just air dried as appropriate. Finds were
quantified by count and weight and subsequently bagged by material and
context. Metalwork objects have been x-radiographed where appropriate.
Finds are all packed and stored according to IFA guidelines (2008). None of
the bulk finds require further conservation.

5.1.2 It should be noted that phases used are preliminary and are therefore subject
to change. Finds were all recorded in full on pro forma sheets for archive and
data was entered onto Excel spreadsheets. The full quantification of the bulk
finds assemblage can be found in Appendix 1

5.2 The prehistoric and Roman pottery by Anna Doherty

5.2.1 A very large assemblage of prehistoric and Roman pottery, totalling nearly ten
thousand sherds, was recovered from the site (quantified by period/phase in
Table 2). The majority of the pottery dates to the Late Iron Age/ early Roman
period (Phases 4.2/4.3/5.1). Smaller quantities of material from several other
periods were also recorded, including significant assemblages of Middle Iron
Age (Phase 4.1) and Late Roman date (Phase 5.2). There are numerous
well-stratified pottery groups, including over 20 large groups from individual
contexts (>100 sherds) and over 60 moderate groups (30-99 sherds).

Period/Phase Sherds Weight (g) | ENV EVE

3 2 4 1

4 (?Early Iron Age) 18 32 2

4.1 Middle Iron Age 708 3080 145 1.41

4.2 Late Iron Age 1168 7504 405 4.64

4.3 Late Iron Age /Early Roman 5704 41492 2988 26.93

4.3/5.1 611 4638 428 2.96

5.1 Early Roman 817 3984 454 3.9

5.2 Late Roman 193 1676 115 2.69

Unstratified/residual/uncertain phasing 229 1594 163 0.53

Total 9450 64004 4701 43.06

Table 2: Quantification of Prehistoric and Roman pottery by Period/Phase

5.2.2 The pottery was recovered in a variety of different depositional contexts
although the maijority came from ditches. This is perhaps reflected in the
relatively low average sherd weight (fewer than 7 grams). Pottery was also in
general heavily abraded although this is probably caused in part by the heavy
clay geology of the Weald, which tends to have a detrimental effect on the
surface condition of ceramics. The assemblage also includes two vessels
possibly associated with an unusual form of funerary practice and some other
evidence for structured forms of deposition across the Middle Iron Age to
Early Roman periods.
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Methodology

5.2.3 All of the stratified, hand-collected pottery was recorded using a x20 binocular
microscope and quantified by sherd count, weight, Estimated Vessel
Equivalent (EVE) and Estimated Vessel Number (ENV). Unstratified sherds
were scanned to determine whether they included any intrinsically interesting
pieces but this material is largely composed of bodysherds and is of a similar
character to that from the stratified assemblage. This material has been
broadly quantified by sherd count and weight during general finds processing
(Appendix 1) but has not been included in the detailed pottery quantification.
Sherds from the residues of environmental samples were also scanned.
Diagnostic sherds and/or contexts which had not produced well-dated hand-
collected pottery were quantified in detail with the rest of the assemblage.

5.2.4 Prehistoric pottery has been recorded according to a site specific fabric type-
series formulated in accordance with the guidelines of the Prehistoric
Ceramics Research Group (PCRG 2010). In the absence of an established
typology for Sussex, Late Iron Age and Roman fabrics, forms and styles of
decoration have been recorded using codes from the Southwark/ London
type-series (Marsh & Tyers 1978; Davies et al 1994). Where appropriate,
additional cross-referencing has been made to other Late Iron Age/early
Roman type series (including Hawkes & Hull 1947). Data was recorded on
pro-forma sheets and entered into an Excel spreadsheet.

Site specific fabric codes

CALC1 Matrix varies from silty to fine sandy, containing sparse/mod hard white
crystalline inclusions which react with acid.

CALC2 White or ?iron-stained soft yellowish/orange calc inclusions c.1-2.5mm often
quite rounded- may be of the same type seen in some of the grog tempered
fabrics set in a background matrix with no obvious grog. Background matrix
generally non sandy but contain rare large quartz grains up to 0.8mm

CALCS3 Poorly sorted hard white inclusions 0.2-3mm (sparse mod)

FLIN1 Common mod/poorly sorted flint most 2-4mm but ranging from 0.2-5mm
dense quartz free matrix PROBABLY MBA?

FLIN2 dense silty matrix with sparse ill-sorted flint 0.5-3mm (Peterborough ware)
FLIN3 A dense matrix with sparse/moderate flint of 0.5-2mm in a dense matrix
sometimes with rare naturally occurring calcareous inclusions of a similar type

seen in CALC2

FLIN4 Common, moderately to well-sorted flint mostly 0.5-1.5mm (some up to 2mm)
in a silty matric

GLAU1 Sparse/moderate glauconite 0.2mm, with rare flint of ¢.0.5mm

GRFL1 Similar to GROG1 but containing sparse flint of 1-2mm
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GROG1 Moderate/common grog of 1-2mm and rare/sparse soft pale coloured
calcareous sedimentary inclusions of a similar texture and size range to the
grog but often leached out on surfaces.

GROG2 On a continum with GROG1 but with a much larger proportion of calcareous
inclusions (moderate or common in frequency) and only sparse grog. The
inclusions are sometime of slightly larger size than GROG1 (c.1.5-2.5mm)

GROG3 Coarser grog up c. 1-3mm although less easily distinguished from the matrix
than the others. May contain rare large calcareous or flint inclusions up to
5mm. Associated with very crudely handmade vessels

QUAR1 Common to abundant fairly angular quartz of ¢.0.3-0.4mm in matrix with few
other inclusions

QUARZ2 Sparse large rounded quartz of up to 0.8mm in a background matrix which
fairly free of silt-size quartz. It has the soapy feel of grog-tempered wares
although no grog fragments could be distinguished in the matrix. Contains
rare red iron rich inclusions and rare flint

QUARS3 Very silty matrix but only sparse/mod large grains of quite rounded
moderately sorted quartz ¢.0.1-0.4mm possibly containing some rare
glauconite and rare flint (0.5mm)

?Middle Neolithic

5.2.5 Some tiny fragmented sherds of a single vessel, totalling just 2 grams in
weight, feature impressed decoration, possibly using twisted cord. This vessel
is in an ill-sorted flint-tempered fabric (FLIN2) and has relatively thin-walls.
Although difficult to date with any degree of certainty, the combination of flint-
tempering and impressed decoration points strongly towards the
Peterborough Ware tradition of the Middle Neolithic (¢. 3500-2500 cal BC).
However, the sherds were found alongside post-medieval pottery and are
almost certainly residual in pit [739].

Middle Bronze Age to Early Iron Age

5.2.6 Two small bodysherds in a coarse flint-tempered ware (FLIN1) were found in
pit [320]. Although the fabric type is probably most typical of the Middle
Bronze Age, coarse flint-tempered wares are known in other prehistoric
periods. Sherds in a slightly finer flint-tempered ware (FLIN3), possibly more
characteristic of Late Bronze Age assemblages, were recorded in three
contexts, all of which were phased to later periods.

5.2.7 Fragmentary rim and shoulder sherds from a distinctive bowl form with a
flaring open profile and sharply carinated shoulder were recorded in fabric
CALC2, found in association with a single bodysherd in quartz-rich fabric,
QUARZ2, in ditch fill [2667]. Determining the date range of this group is difficult
because of the almost total absence of published prehistoric pottery
assemblages from this area of the Weald. Some consideration was given to
the idea that the bowl might be of Early Neolithic date. Although the sherds
are not dissimilar to forms from the earliest British ceramic tradition (Carinated
Bowl ¢.4000-3650 cal BC), Early Neolithic pottery from the South-East is
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5.2.8

almost exclusively flint-tempered. Of course, flint would have been much less
freely available in the Weald than in ceramically richer regions, such as the
Downs, and this could perhaps have resulted in locally varying tempering
choices. However, it remains the case that both of these fabric types are very
atypical of the Neolithic and the bowl in particular appears rather too well-fired
to be of earlier prehistoric date.

The other period where sharply carinated bowl forms are prevalent is the
Early Iron Age. Again the lack of comparative pottery data from this period
makes it difficult to confirm whether the calcareous rock-tempered ware,
CALC2, should be considered an Early Iron Age fabric type; however, as it
occurs in some frequency on site during the Middle Iron Age, it seems
possible that its origins are slightly earlier. On balance therefore this context
group has been tentatively assigned to the Early Iron Age.

Phase 4.1: Middle Iron Age

5.2.9

The fabrics from the Middle Iron Age phase (4.2) are quantified below in
Table 3. One of the most striking aspects of this assemblage is clear reliance
on one fabric, CALC2, whose principle coarse inclusion is a soft calcareous
sedimentary rock. A slightly coarser variant, CALC3 was also noted in small
quantities. Several of the other fabric types which appear in deposits
assigned to this phase are considered wholly intrusive and, excluding these,
the calcareous fabrics make up over 90% of estimated vessels. Intrusive
material includes Roman fabric types SAND1 and OXID. Although grog-
tempered wares were probably in contemporary use to some extent in the
Middle to Late Iron Age, it is notable that fabric GROG1 only occurred in tiny
quantities in features which were assigned to Phase 4.1 on
spatial/stratigraphic grounds, including some which also featured Roman
fabrics. It was never associated with any other Middle Iron Age pottery and is
also considered wholly intrusive. One sherd in fabric GROG2 was associated
with a bead rim jar form which could be of Middle to Late Iron Age date. This
was found in ring gully [950] alongside a few other sherds in fabric CALC2
and is therefore considered quite likely to be part of a contemporary group.
More generally though, this fabric type was found in isolation or with other
intrusive material. A third grog-tempered fabric, GROGS3, is of a very different
character, containing much coarser grog and other rare large rock fragments.
This was mostly associated with one fragmented but near-complete vessel in
a typical Middle Iron Age ovoid jar form. Other probable contemporary fabric
types, appearing in very small quantities include a well-sorted flint-tempered
ware (FLIN4), a sandy fabric (QUAR2) and a glauconitic ware (GLAU1).

Fabric Expansion Sherds | Weight (g) | ENV
CALC2 Calcareous rock tempered ware 2 | 538 1576 126
CALC3 Calcareous rock tempered ware 3 | 4 54 1
FLIN4 Flint-tempered ware 4 7 120 2
GLAU1 Glauconitic ware 1 3 14 1
GROG1* | Grog-tempered ware 1 10 30 7
GROG2 | Grog-tempered ware 2 5 16 2
GROG3 Grog-tempered ware 2 137 1244 3
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5.2.10

Phases 4.2, 4.3 and 5.1: Late Iron Age/earlier Roman

OXID* Unsourced (Roman) oxidised ware | 2 20 1
QUAR2 | Quartz-rich fabric 2 1 6 1
SAND1* | Coarse (Roman) unoxidisedware 1 | 1 0 1
Total 708 3080 145

Table 3: Quantification of fabrics in Phase 4.2 (*denotes fabrics which are
considered likely intrusive in this period)

Form and decoration

Only 22 diagnostic forms were recorded and some of these were partial rims
which could not be confidently assigned to a specific form class.

Nevertheless, it is clear that bead rim and necked to slightly everted jar

profiles predominate. Several examples of bead rim saucepans were
recorded as well as two simple ovoid jar forms. One example of a pedestal
base was also noted. Another very clear trend is the total absence of
decoration from the Phase 4.1 assemblage. This may have implications for
the chronology of the assemblage (see below)

5.2.11 Phases 4.2, 4.3 and 5.1 seem largely to represent continuous pottery use
during the 1% century AD (although a small number of mid Roman contexts
are also included in the latter). For this reason, pottery from these phases is
considered as a single assemblage; however, evidence for chronological
difference between the phases is discussed below.

Code Expansion .
. |z s |8
Pz 2 |§ |E
AHSU Alice Holt/Surrey ware 8 76 6 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
AVGF Arun Valley fine grey ware 14 34 9 0.2% 0.1% 0.2%
AVOF Arun Valley fine oxidised ware 8 12 4 0.1% 0.0% 0.1%
AVWH Arun Valley (Wiggonholt) white 12 58 5 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
ware
CALC1 Calcareous rock tempered ware 1 27 132 15 0.3% 0.2% 0.4%
CALC2 Calcareous rock tempered ware 2 351 1388 | 55 4.2% 2.4% 1.3%
CALC3 Calcareous rock tempered ware 3 34 3 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
FINE Unsourced fine wares 8 22 5 0.1% 0.0% 0.1%
FLIN Miscellaneous flint-tempered wares 30 1 0.0% 0.1% 0.0%
FLIN3 Flint-tempered ware 3 3 24 3 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%
GRFL1 Grog and flint-tempered ware 1 13 44 9 0.2% 0.1% 0.2%
GROG1 Grog-tempered ware 1 5977 | 46086 | 3316 | 72.0% | 80.0% | 77.5%
GROG2 Grog-tempered ware 2 694 3278 346 8.4% 5.7% 8.1%
NFSE North French South-East English 2 42 1 0.0% 0.1% 0.0%
ware

NGWH North Gaulish white wares 39 116 14 0.5% 0.2% 0.3%
OXID Unsourced oxidised ware 28 88 4 0.3% 0.2% 0.1%
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Code Expansion .
z 2 3
35 < 3 < N
5 | @ > |3 D >
7 = & 7 2 o
OXID1 Coarse oxidised ware 1 (possibly 83 500 26 1.0% 0.9% 0.6%
Arun Valley)
OXIDF Unsourced fine oxidised wares 3 2 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
OXRC* Oxfordshire red-slipped ware 2 2 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
PORD* Portchester D ware 6 44 1 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%
QUAR1 Quartz-rich fabric 1 1 2 1 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
QUAR3 Quartz—rich fabric 3 19 46 1 0.2% 0.1% 0.0%
SAND Unsourced coarse unoxidised 91 592 15 1.1% 1.0% 0.4%
Roman wares
SAND1 Coarse unoxidised ware 1 (possibly 890 | 4890 | 430 | 10.7% | 8.5% 10.1%
Arun Valley)
TR/TRIM | Terra Rubra (or RB imitation) 13 72 1 0.2% 0.1% 0.0%
Total 8300 | 57618 | 4275 | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%

Table 4: Quantification of fabrics in Phases 4.2-5.1 (*denotes fabrics which are

C

5.2.12

5.2.13

5.2.14

5.2.15

onsidered intrusive in this period)
Fabrics

Grog-tempered wares, GROG1 and GROG2, make up the majority of fabrics
throughout the Late Iron Age/early Roman period but they constitute a
progressively smaller proportion of the assemblage over the course of the 1
century AD (together they account for 93% of ENV in Phase 4.2 but only 71%
in phase 5.1). These two fabrics are on a continuum with each other but the
latter tend to have more frequent and coarser leeched calcareous inclusions.

A small but significant number of pre-existing Middle Iron Age fabrics occur in
Phase 4.2 (particularly fabric CALC2), but these account for a tiny — and
perhaps entirely residual — element by Phase 4.3. However, one or two
examples of this fabric were associated with simple, necked jar forms which
are quite typical of the 1°' AD at Broadbridge Heath and with a lid, a form
which is fairly atypical of the Middle Iron Age. This suggests that this fabric
remained in contemporary use to some extent in Phase 4.2. A different fabric
(CALC1) with alkaline inclusions was also noted from Phase 4.2 onwards.
This usually resembled other quartz-rich fabrics from the site but contained
sparse or moderate opaque, hard, light-coloured rock/mineral inclusions with
an apparent crystalline structure.

Imported Gallo-Belgic wares were also recorded in reasonable quantities
considering the land-locked nature of this part of the Weald. These include 14
examples of North Gaulish white ware and a probable imported Terra Rubra
vessel (although at present the possibility that this could be a high quality
Romano-British imitation has not been ruled out).

Roman sandy fabrics increased as grog-tempered wares declined. In Phase
4.2, only six sherds in post-conquest fabrics were recorded and these may be
entirely intrusive to this phase. Thereafter Roman wares increase a little to c.
10% of ENV in Phase 4.3 and ¢.25% in Phase 5.1. There are surprisingly few
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5.2.16

5.2.17

5.2.18

examples of regionally traded wares and a very large proportion of the coarse
sandy wares, including unoxidised and oxidised variants (SAND1; OXID1) are
of a very similar fabric type. These typically contain moderate to common
rounded, moderately-sorted grains of quartz in a micaceous matrix. Surfaces
are frequently unevenly fired and often highly affected by abrasion. These
fabrics are quite similar to the products of the Arun Valley, whose production
sites are mainly clustered around the Pulborough area and probably
distributed via Stane Street. It has previously been suggested that platters
bearing illiterate stamps from the Roman London were from an Arun Valley
source (Davies et al 1994, 89 and fig 142 no 477-479; Rigby 1978). It is
interesting to note that one of the sherds from a platter in fabric SAND1 also
has a similar abraded stamp. Several of the fine wares and white wares from
the site are also considered fairly typical of the Arun Valley industry. It should
be noted, however, that a single badly-warped waster sherd was recorded in
the current assemblage, perhaps indicating that pottery production was
occurring somewhere nearer to the site

Whilst the distinctive regionally traded products of the Alice Holt industry are
not very well represented in the current assemblage, it should be noted that
early products of this industry are not always standardised or evenly fired
and, in terms of inclusion type/size, have some similarities to Arun Valley
wares. It is hoped that a limited programme of petrographic/chemical analysis
will help to determine the origin of these wares more certainly.

Phase 5.1 also includes a few isolated features of mid Roman date (c. AD
120-200/250) which are ceramically quite different in character to the rest of
the assemblage. Although the fabric types are largely made up by similar
Roman sandy wares, these groups completely lack grog-tempered fabrics.
This marks a clear difference from ceramic traditions in East Sussex, where
grog-tempered wares continued to be made throughout the Roman period.

Forms

Jars are by far the most common form element in the assemblage (Table 5).
Although some other form variants like bead rimmed jars were recorded, the
vast majority of forms have simple, necked profiles. Features such as
cordons, ripples or strongly carinated shoulders, which are so typical of the
‘Belgic’ tradition, are only represented by a few examples each. In this
respect the assemblage has many similarities to the ‘East Sussex ware’
pottery style seen in other parts of the Weald. A large subset of the jar forms
comprise smaller — often thinner walled — examples, termed jar/beakers.
Some of these have similarities to butt-beaker or globular beaker forms
although they are generally associated with undecorated coarse ware fabrics
and it is unclear whether these would have been used differently to normal
jars. More certainly assigned butt-beakers/globular beakers make up the next
most common form group. Gallo-Belgic style platters and plain lids are the
only other forms represented by more than one or two examples.
Interestingly, both flagons and cups are only associated with imported Gallo-
Belgic fabrics. Bowls were absent except in the few groups of mid Roman
date, where two examples of black-burnished style rounded rim (4H) forms
were recorded. These were associated with a few other mid Roman forms
in