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Abstract 
 
An archaeological watching brief was maintained during mechanical and manual 
groundworks for a new extension at Reigate Primary School, Bell Street, Reigate, 
Surrey. No significant archaeological deposits were recorded, although residual 
flintwork and medieval material was recovered from the overburden. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Background 
 
1.1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE), a division of the Centre for Applied 

Archaeology (CAA), Institute of Archaeology (IoA), University College London 
(UCL) was commissioned by J S Surveying Associates Limited to undertake 
an archaeological watching brief during groundworks for development work at 
Reigate Primary School, Bell Street, Reigate, Surrey (Figure 1). The site is 
centred on NGR 525286 150041.  

 
1.2 Topography and Geology  
 
1.2.1 The school lies to the south of the main commercial centre of the town of 

Reigate, to the west of Bell Street (the A217), immediately to the north of the 
site of the town’s Augustinian Priory (Figure 2). The monitored area within the 
site complex lies to the west of the school’s ‘inner courtyard’, adjacent to a 
boiler room and staircase (Figure 3). 

 
1.2.2  According to current data available from the British Geological Survey, the 

underlying bedrock is the Folkestone Formation of sandstone. There is no 
recorded superficial geology (BGS 2013). 

 
1.3 Planning Background 
 
1.3.1 Planning consent for the conversion of an ancillary flat to provide classroom 

space, demolition of an external stair block and erection of new stair block 
has been granted by Reigate and Banstead Borough Council (Ref: 
P/12/01658/F), subject to a number of conditions. Following consultation 
between Reigate and Banstead Borough Council and Surrey County Council 
(Reigate and Banstead Borough Council’s advisers on archaeological 
issues), a condition (no. 4) was attached to the permission which stated that: 
 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological work in 
accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation which has been 
submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.” 
 
REASON: To ensure that the archaeological potential of the site is 
properly recognised and addressed having regard to Policies Pc8 of 
the Reigate and Banstead Borough Local Plan 2005.’ 

 
1.3.2 In accordance with this a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was 

prepared by ASE (ASE 2013) and submitted to Reigate and Banstead 
Borough Council and to the Surrey County Council Archaeologist for approval 
prior to commencement of the work. The WSI outlined the methodology to be 
used in the field, in this case a watching brief, and in the reporting and 
archiving of the results (ibid.). 
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1.4 Aims and Objectives 
 
1.4.1 The aims stated in the Written Scheme of Investigation (ibid.) were to: 
 

‘identify and record any archaeological remains uncovered during 
excavations associated with the new extension.  
 
More specifically the aims of the investigation are: 
 
To identify and record any evidence associated with the medieval 
priory and its post-Dissolution secular use.’ 

 
1.5 Scope of Report 

1.5.1 The current report provides the results of the archaeological monitoring at the 
site carried out in September and October 2013. The on-site monitoring was 
undertaken by Giles Dawkes and Simon Stevens (Senior Archaeologists) and 
by Pip Stephenson (Archaeologist). The project was managed by Neil Griffin 
(Project Manager) and by Dan Swift (Post-Excavation Manager). 
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 Introduction 
 
2.1.1 The Surrey County Council’s (SCC) Historic Environment Record (HER) was 

consulted and a large number of entries within a 1km radius of the site were 
identified during the preparation of the WSI (ibid.). A table of entries is 
included as Appendix 1, and plotted on Figure 2. Listed buildings have been 
excluded. A summary by period is presented below.  

 
2.1.2 The site lies within a Conservation Area, an Area of High Archaeological 

Potential and a Registered Park and Garden (Figure 1). The surviving historic 
structure of Reigate Priory to the south is designated as both a Grade I Listed 
Building (with elements dating back to the 13th century) and a Scheduled 
Monument, the boundary of which lies some 50m south of the site. 

 
2.2 Prehistoric 
 
2.2.1 Evidence of prehistoric activity in Reigate, and across the Weald is sparse. 

Some Mesolithic finds have been excavated in the town and finds from all the 
prehistoric periods have been found in surrounding areas. Environmental 
evidence suggests that the wider landscape of the Weald was wooded during 
this period and little evidence remains for Palaeolithic inhabitation of the area. 
The majority of finds recovered from the Weald are of Mesolithic date and 
suggest temporary, seasonal occupation possibly associated with hunter 
gatherer activity. Neolithic flint has also been discovered at the same sites as 
that of earlier Mesolithic material suggesting possible continuation of similar 
activities in similar locations.  

 
2.2.2 The discovery of Neolithic polished stone axes and pollen evidence suggests 

woodland clearance with the beginnings of agriculture exploitation. This is 
continued into the Bronze Age with evidence of agriculture and hunter 
gathering activities occurring side by side.  

 
2.2.3 A potential Bronze Age site on Park Hill, Reigate Park, c. 900m south of the 

site, was investigated by Oxford Archaeology in 2008, who undertook a 
detailed magnetometer survey where finds had previously been found (HER 
No. 14944). The OA survey identified a small number of anomalies that may 
be of archaeological origin; predominantly linear cut features possibly relating 
to enclosure boundaries, or in the case of the curvilinear features, structures 
such as roundhouses. A small number of broadly contemporary artefacts 
have been found within 1km of the site in addition to a Bronze Age pit in Bell 
Street. 

 
2.2.4 The Iron Age is barely represented in the archaeological record of Reigate 

and comprises two coins, the precise find spot of one (a gold Gaulish coin) is 
not recorded.  

 
2.3 Romano-British 
 
2.3.1 Evidence for the Romano-British period in Surrey is confined to large 

settlements and villa sites and the route systems that link them. Specifically 
in Reigate, there is no evidence for a Roman Settlement within the parish 
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although a small quantity of Roman tile and pottery is recorded as being 
found at The Old Vicarage and a Roman pendant has been found within 
Priory Park.  

 
2.4 Anglo-Saxon 
 
2.4.1 There is little evidence from Reigate for activity during the Anglo-Saxon 

period, with the exception of the occasional find. The place name 
Cherchefelle, the name under which Reigate is first recorded in the 
Domesday Survey of 1086, means ‘open space by the hill or barrow’. It has 
been suggested that the parish consisted of several isolated hamlets, with a 
church, St Mary Magdalene, east of the medieval centre. A solitary burial 
associated with a 7th century glass vessel is recorded at The Old Vicarage 
whilst Saxo-Norman structural remains are recorded at sites in Bell Street, 
High Street and West Street.  

 
2.4.2 In the wider area, the Weald was largely covered by the great forest of 

Andredeswald. There is limited archaeological evidence for settlement in this 
period. It has been suggested that the lack of Anglo-Saxon sites in the Weald 
may be due to an inability to detect them. The majority of known Anglo-Saxon 
sites in this area are cemetery sites in places such as Leatherhead and 
Croydon.  

 
2.5 Medieval and Post-Medieval 
 
2.5.1 The name Reigate is not recorded in the Domesday Book, although it is 

believed that Cherchefelle was located there at that time. The manor was 
granted to William de Warenne when he was created Earl of Surrey in 1090. 
It was probably Warenne that started work on the castle, and by the late 
12th- early 13th-century it had a bailey, becoming one of the main feudal 
castles of Surrey. It was around this time, in the late 12th century that the 
planned new town of Reigate, with characteristic long burgage plots was laid 
out by the lords of the castle, beneath the walls of their fortress.  

 
2.5.2 The sixth Earl of Surrey, another William de Warenne, and his wife Isabel 

founded the Augustinian Priory at Reigate around 1240. Following the Act of 
Dissolution the Priory land and buildings were granted to Lord William 
Howard in 1541 whose niece, Catherine Howard, was Henry’s VIII’s fifth wife. 
Lord Howard set about demolishing a greater part of the buildings, including 
the monastic church, and transformed what remained into a mansion for his 
own use. This house was in turn almost entirely rebuilt or re-fronted in 1779. 
The estate passed through private hands until 1948 when it was acquired by 
Reigate Borough Council. 

 
2.5.3 During the medieval period one main street, the High Street, ran east to west, 

south of the raised ground on which the castle stood, and north of the 
opposite ridge on the lower part of which was the priory. Bell Lane ran from 
the south to the eastern corner of High Street. Nutley Lane, now Pilgrim’s 
way, ran north from the western end of High Street, up the hill, to join the old 
main road east and west on the chalk downs. The High Street retains its 
name and position; eastward it is continued as Church Street, westward as 
West Street. Bell Lane, High Street, and Nutley Lane, now the London road, 
were north and south lines, equally dominated by the castle. 
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2.5.4 The church of the original Cherchefelle stood south-eastward of the castle, 
on a sandy knoll not unlike that on which the castle stands. Apart from 
medieval remains at the Old Vicarage site excavated in the mid-1980s, there 
is no published evidence for medieval settlement outside of the current town 
centre. The town was granted a market before 1276. It had three medieval 
chapels, though little is known of their history.  

 
2.5.5 Results of fieldwork to the south, east and west of the site have recently been 

summarised (Poulton 2012). Excavations c.50m to the south of the current 
site, immediately adjacent to the upstanding buildings of the school revealed 
masonry and burials associated with the Priory’s main cloister (ibid. Figure 7). 
However, a reconstruction of the groundplan of the Priory buildings suggests 
the current work lies some distance to the north of the cloistral buildings (ibid. 
Figure 10). The current site lies adjacent to an extension to the main school 
buildings dating from 1895 (information from ‘Heritage Statement’ supplied by 
the client in support of the planning application). 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1  A watching brief was maintained during all intrusive groundworks associated 

with the redevelopment work, namely the mechanical and manual excavation 
of foundations for the extension. This encompassed an area approximately 
26.3m2 (Figure 3). Monitoring visits were undertaken in September and 
October 2013. 

 
3.2 All work was carried out in accordance with the WSI (ASE 2013) and the IfA 

standards and guidelines (2008) 
 
3.3 All encountered archaeological deposits, features and finds were recorded to 

accepted professional standards using standard Archaeology South-East 
context record forms. Deposit colours were recorded by visual inspection and 
not by reference to a Munsell Colour chart. 

 
3.4 A photographic record of the work was kept and forms part of the site archive 

which is currently held by Archaeology South-East at the offices in Portslade, 
and will be offered to a suitable local museum in due course, although at 
present Reigate Priory Museum is closed. The archive consists of the 
following material: 

 
 

Number of Contexts 7 
No. of files/paper record 1 
Plan and sections sheets - 
Photographs 34 digital images 
Bulk finds 1 box 

     
 Table 1: Quantification of site archive 
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4.0 RESULTS  

4.1 Monitoring of mechanical and manual excavations within the footprint of the 
extension revealed a deep but straightforward stratigraphic sequence. The 
entire area appears to have been heavily disturbed in the recent past 
resulting in deposits of made ground, which directly overlay the sandy clay 
natural. A total of seven contexts were recorded and these are tabulated 
below. 

 
Context  Type Description Max. Deposit 

Thickness 
1/001 Deposit Topsoil 600mm 
1/002 Deposit Made Ground 300mm 
1/003 Deposit Made Ground 500mm 
1/004 Deposit ‘Natural’ - 
2/002 Deposit Made Ground 250mm 
2/003 Deposit Made Ground 500mm 
2/004 Deposit Natural - 

 
 Table 2: List of recorded contexts 

4.2 The natural (recorded as 1/004] and [2/004]) comprised sandy clay and was 
located approximately 1.40m below ground level. This was directly below a 
0.50m thick deposit of brownish grey sandy silt made ground ([1/003] and 
[2/003]). This was overlain by 0.25-0.30m of mid-greyish brown sandy silt 
made ground ([1/002] and [2/002]) which contained modern debris as well as 
residual flintwork and medieval material. The sequence was sealed by 0.60m 
of dark brown silty topsoil [1/001]. 

4.3 No archaeological features or deposits were recorded.   
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5.0 THE FINDS 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
5.1.1 A small assemblage of finds was recovered during the watching brief at 

Priory School, Reigate.  An overview is shown in Table 3 below: 
 

Context Pottery Wt (g) CBM 
Wt 
(g) Flint Wt (g) Glass Wt (g) CTP Wt (g) 

1/001                 1 6 

1/002 1 18 3 218 1 12 1 156     

2/002 1 4 8 378             

Total 2 22 11 596 1 12 1 156 1 6 

 
Table 3: Quantification of the finds assemblage 

 
 
5.2 The Post-Roman Pottery by Luke Barber 
 
5.2.1 The archaeological work recovered just two pieces of post-Roman pottery 

from the site. Context [1/002] produced a relatively large (17g) unabraded 
fragment from an Earlswood jug decorated with external white slip under a 
green glaze. A date between 1225 and 1300 is probable for this vessel. 
Context [2/002] produced a 5g, unabraded sherd from an 18th- century 
Chinese porcelain plate decorated with circumferential blue lines. 

 
5.3 The Ceramic Building Material by Trista Clifford 
 
5.3.1 A total of eleven fragments of roofing tile weighing 586g were recovered from 

two contexts. The fragments were examined microscopically at x20 and five 
different fabrics identified (Table 4). 

 
5.3.2 Thickness varied between 10mm-16mm with a mode average of 12mm.  Only 

one fragment from [2/002] exhibited a probable (circular?) peg hole. One 
piece from [1/002] appears to have been reused in some way, having a worn, 
‘polished’ upper surface.  

 
5.3.3 A date range of c.1250-1500 is probable for the assemblage as a whole. 

Large quantities of roof tile were recovered during previous excavations 
nearby (e.g. Jones 2012) of broadly the same date range, however 
comparison of fabric types was not possible due to a lack of published fabric 
descriptions. 
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Fabric Fabric description Date 

T1 
Dark orange fabric with Abundant coarse rounded coloured 
quartz, v sparse orange ?grog inclusions 1250-1500 

T2 

Mid orange with blocky cream inclusions and streaks, fine 
rose quartz and moderate coarser quartz fairly angular.  
Darker orange streaks.  Coarse moulding sand 1250-1500 

T3 
Pale orange with cream streaks sparse rounded coarse 
rose quartz, red iron rich speckles  1250-1500 

T4 

Clean fabric with lenses of coarse sub angular rose quartz 
sparse calcium carbonate inclusions and black iron rich 
inclusions  1250-1500 

T5 

Silty version of T3? Soft pale brown fabric with sparse 
coarse rose quartz inclusions and sparse to moderate finer 
sand.  1250-1500 

 
Table 4: Fabric descriptions 

 
 
5.4 The Glass by Elke Raemen 
 
5.4.1 A single wine bottle base fragment was recovered from [1/002]. The piece is 

of mid 18th- to mid 19th-century date. 
 
 
5.5 The Clay Tobacco Pipe by Elke Raemen 
 
5.5.1 Context [1/001] contained a clay tobacco pipe (CTP) stem fragment. The 

piece is unmarked and undecorated and dates to c. 1660-1750. 
 
5.6 Flintwork by Karine Le Hégarat  
 
5.6.1 A single piece of struck flint weighing 13g was recovered during the watching 

brief at the site. The flake recovered from made ground context [1/002] 
displays heavy post depositional edge damage. It is made from a dark brown 
flint and is otherwise undiagnostic. 

 
 
5.7 Overview 
 
5.7.1 Finds recovered from Reigate Priory School include pottery, ceramic building 

material (CBM), clay tobacco pipe (CTP), glass and flintwork. Although 
artefacts provide dating evidence, the assemblage is too small to be of 
further potential and none of the artefacts are of intrinsic interest. The group 
is recommended for discard.  
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6.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
6.1 No significant archaeological deposits were encountered during the 

monitoring of the groundworks. There was clear evidence of substantial 
earthmoving in the area in the recent past, probably associated with other 
building work at the site. This has led to considerable mixing of deposits, 
resulting in the wide date range of artefacts recovered from the overburden. 

 
6.2 Unfortunately, the results of this archaeological works did not provide any 

further information about the character of the Augustinian Priory site, either 
during the medieval heyday or after the dissolution. 
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Appendix 1 

 
Abridged entries obtained from a 1km radius search of the SCC HER 

(all text as provided on database) 
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No. ON 
FIG. 1 

HER No. MONUMENT NAME DESCRIPTION 
FULL 
EASTING 

FULL 
NORTHING 

PERIOD 

1 833 Reigate Park: Deer Park mentioned 1532 Further survey of Reigate Manor in 1622  525000 149500 Medieval 

2 851 Possible Mesolithic flint core, Smoke Lane A Mesolithic pigmy core-scraper was found  525800 149300 Mesolithic 

3 857 Human bones, St Luke's churchyard, Reigate Collection of human bones 525150 149060 Post Med 

4 1002 Undated Road Site, North End Of Nutley Lane In 1898 building operations  524900 150900 Romano-Br 

5 1003 Polished Flint Axe, found west of Reigate Station A broken, polished flint axe  524840 150850 Neolithic 

6 1004 Possible Market House undercroft, Reigate 15th century undercroft  524990 150360 Medieval 

7 1030 Iron Age Gold Coins, found near Reigate A Gaulish gold coin, found near Reigate 525000 150000 Late Iron 

8 1039 Reigate Castle (Probably 1216) (Ruinous 1441) Reigate Castle  525200 150350 21st Cent 

9 1043 St Thomas A Beckets Chapel St Thomas A Beckets Chapel.  Medieval chapel  525330 150240 14th Cent 

10 1046 
Probable site of Holy Cross Chapel, a  Medieval 
chantry chapel 

Probable site of Holy Cross Chapel,  525070 150290 14th Cent 

11 1047 Reigate Priory and Hospital Reigate Priory and hospital of Augustinian Canons 525310 149980 13th Cent 

12 1048 Chapel of St Lawrence, Reigate Medieval Chapel of St Lawrence 525380 150210 Medieval 

13 1049 Neolithic hammer stones, Redhill and Reigate The Victoria County History for Surrey  525000 150000 Neolithic 

14 1055 Quakers Meeting House, Reigate Quakers Meeting House, 19th century, 526170 150220 Post Med 

15 1062 St Mary Magdalen's Church, Reigate St Mary Magdalen's Church.   525940 150150 12th Cent 

16 1066 
13th and 14th century pottery sherds, Church 
Street, Reigate 

Collection of 13th and 14th century pottery sherds 525700 150300 13th Cent 

17 1071 Medieval ditch 
Excavations at the Congregational Church, High 
Street 

525160 150230 Medieval 

18 1072 
Medieval and post-medieval finds and features, 21 
High Street, Reigate 

Excavation by Holmesdale Archaeology Group 525270 150200 Medieval 

19 1073 
Medieval sherds, Mesolithic flakes: High Street, 
Reigate 

 525000 150200 Medieval 
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No. ON 
FIG. 1 

HER No. MONUMENT NAME DESCRIPTION 
FULL 
EASTING 

FULL 
NORTHING 

PERIOD 

20 1074 
Medieval buildings and associated finds, Bell 
Street, Reigate 

 525350 150150 13th Cent 

21 1074 
Medieval buildings and associated finds, Bell 
Street, Reigate 

 525350 150150 Saxo-Norm 

22 1927 Icehouse 
Icehouse shown on the 1973 Ordnance Survey 
map.   

525545 150375 Post Med 

23 2337 
Corner of foundation and Penny of Edward IV, 
minted in York in 1476  

Excavation in garden of No 1 Brewery Close,  525360 150120 Medieval 

24 2467 Mesolithic Material, Reigate Mesolithic site found with flint cores, scrapers, 525160 150230 Mesolithic 

25 2468 Mesolithic Flint Flakes  525080 150220 Mesolithic 

26 2469 Flint Implements And Mesolithic Axe, Reigate Excavation at Bell Street, Reigate  525350 150150 Prehistoric 

27 2480 
Remains of 19th century building, Brewery Close, 
Reigate 

Excavation in a garden in Brewery Close,  525360 150120 16th Cent 

28 2482 
Post Medieval Material, Well And Pound, High 
Street, Reigate 

Congregational church, High Street,  525160 150230 19th Cent 

29 2483 Flint Flakes 
Excavation by the Holmesdale Archaeological 
Group 

525200 150300 Prehistoric 

30 2511 Polished Flint Axes, Reigate Three polished flint axes (celts)  526000 150600 Neolithic 

31 3040 
Mesolithic and undated worked flints: Old Vicarage, 
Reigate 

During excavations at the Old Vicarage 525690 150320 Prehistoric 

32 3041 Roman tile and pottery: Old Vicarage, Reigate During excavations at the Old Vicarage 525690 150320 Romano-Br 

33 3042 
Saxon (7th century) glass jar and skeleton: Old 
Vicarage, Reigate 

In excavation at the Old Vicarage 525690 150320 7th Century 

34 3043 
Saxo-Norman occupation, possible site of 
Domesday "Cherchefelle" 

Excavations on the site of the former vicarage  525690 150320 Saxo-Norm 
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No. ON 
FIG. 1 

HER No. MONUMENT NAME DESCRIPTION 
FULL 
EASTING 

FULL 
NORTHING 

PERIOD 

35 3044 
Medieval and Post Medieval hall house: Old 
Vicarage, Reigate 

The principal area of excavations of the Old 
Vicarage 

525690 150320 13th Cent 

36 3045 
Medieval and Post Medieval occupation: 41-51 
High St Reigate 

A rescue excavation at the rear of 41-43 High 
Street 

525200 150200 Medieval 

37 3046 
Medieval pottery and post-medieval feature: Chart 
Lane 

Holmesdale Archaeology Group 525900 150200 13th Cent 

38 3120 Late Bronze Age Bronze Hoard 
Late Bronze Age socketed axe, sword fragment 
and pottery 

525150 149400 
Late 
Bronze Age 

39 3140 Undated Prehistoric Flint Implements, Reigate Undated Prehistoric flint implements.   525000 150000 Prehistoric 

40 3141 Neolithic Flint Implement, Reigate Neolithic flint implement.   525000 150000 Neolithic 

41 3142 Undated Iron Weapons, Reigate An iron spearhead, iron dagger, iron knife blade  525000 150000 Not Known 

42 3661 Mesolithic flint implements Mesolithic flint implements, comprising 14 blades 526000 150000 Mesolithic 

43 3662 Mesolithic flint implements Mesolithic flint implements, comprising 11 blades 525000 150000 Mesolithic 

44 3711 
Reigate Priory Park Grade II  EH Registered Park 
of Special Historic Interest 

The Priory was founded in 1235 (HER 1047)  525060 149738 Medieval 

45 3741 Old Town Hall, Reigate: built circa 1728 The town hall was built in about 1728. 525310 150250 18th Cent 

46 3804 Late Bronze Age barbed spearhead 
A Late Bronze Age spearhead with lunate 
openings 

524820 149500 
Late 
Bronze Age 

47 4215 12th century features and material Medieval features were revealed by developers  525410 150160 12th Cent 

48 4216 Medieval Penny A medieval penny found in a survey  525800 150100 Medieval 

49 4293 Prehistoric Pottery (Probably Late Bronze Age) A small quantity of Bronze Age metalwork  525160 149390 Prehistoric 

50 4294 
Moulded Stone, possible Arch Voussoir, probably 
from Reigate Castle 

During renovation work at Bell Street, Reigate, 525460 150000 Medieval 

51 4295 Medieval Pottery And Features: 22 High Street Sections parallel and at right angles to the High St. 525240 150250 13th Cent 

52 4296 Medieval Occupation: High Street 
Excavations by SCAU in advance of 
redevelopment  

525220 150210 
12th-14th 
Cent 

53 4297 Medieval Features: 12 Bell Street Reigate Excavation at the rear of the standing buildings  525340 150170 Medieval 
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No. ON 
FIG. 1 

HER No. MONUMENT NAME DESCRIPTION 
FULL 
EASTING 

FULL 
NORTHING 

PERIOD 

54 4298 
Medieval occupation: Reigate Garage 24-36 Bell 
Street 

Excavation of sites beneath the former showrooms 525360 150110 
12th-13th 
Cent 

55 4298 
Medieval occupation: Reigate Garage 24-36 Bell 
Street 

Excavation of sites beneath the former showrooms 525360 150110 12th Cent 

56 4299 
Post-Medieval Occupation: Reigate Garage 24-36 
Bell Street 

Excavation of sites beneath the former showrooms 525360 150110 
16th-18th 
Cent 

57 4300 Probable Bronze Age pit, 24-36 Bell Street, Reigate 
Excavations of the area beneath the former 
showrooms 

525360 150110 Bronze Ag 

58 4301 
18th and 19th century pits, wells and stone built 
privy: 15 Bell Street 

Excavation by SCAU in advance of redevelopment  525410 150210 Post Med 

59 4302 
Medieval soil layer, pits and pottery and an earlier 
ditch: 15 Bell St 

Excavation by SCAU in advance of redevelopment  525410 150210 Medieval 

60 4303 Medieval Penny 
Medieval penny found in opposite the parish 
church 

525800 150100 Medieval 

61 4334 
17th Century Building Remains: London Road, 
Reigate 

Section across a building on the Auction Room site 525100 150400 17th Cent 

62 4340 Prehistoric Stone Hammer A stone hammer was found in a garden  525060 150330 
Late 
Neolithic 

63 4374 Bronze Age Potsherd: Reigate A sherd of Bronze Age pottery was recovered  525150 150930 Bronze Age 

64 4413 Neolithic flint tool Neolithic flint tool found (possibly a grubber?). 525240 150480 Neolithic 

65 4414 unfinished tool or arrow, Reigate Castle grounds Unfinished flint implement, possibly a tool or an 525200 150380 Neolithic 

66 4631 18th and 19th century pottery Excavation behind Somers Hall, Slipshoe Street 525037 150338 18th Cent 

67 4631 18th and 19th century pottery Excavation behind Somers Hall, Slipshoe Street 525037 150338 19th Cent 

68 4720 Mound at Priory Park, Reigate It has been suggested that an oval ringwork  524900 149900 Not Known 

69 4834 
Late Bronze Age socketed axe: Priory Park, 
Reigate 

A Late Bronze Age socketed axe and socketed 
gouge 

524900 149400 
Late 
Bronze Age 

70 4835 Roman pendant: Priory Park, Reigate 
A Late Bronze Age socketed axe and socketed 
gouge 

524900 149400 Romano-Br 
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71 4843 15th century pottery: 15-17 West Street, Reigate 
Evaluation by SCAU of an area proposed for 
redevelopment 

524970 150310 15th Cent 

72 4844 
19th century outbuilding: 19-21 West Street, 
Reigate 

Evaluation by SCAU  524940 150300 19th Cent 

73 4845 
Pits containing 14th century pottery: 6 Slipshoe 
Street, Reigate 

A watching brief  525000 150300 14th Cent 

74 4846 
13th/14th century pit and gullies: The Parish School 
Site, London Road 

Evaluation and watching brief  525080 150450 14th Cent 

75 4847 
13th century subsidiary dwellings: Castle Keep, 
Reigate 

Evaluation of the area around the 19th house,  525230 150420 13th Cent 

76 4848 Medieval features: Castle Cottage, Reigate A watching brief by SCAU on limited groundworks  525300 150330 Medieval 

77 4849 Negative evidence,  Reigate Town Hall A watching brief by SCAU on the groundworks  525370 150370 No date 

78 4851 
Negative evidence, Reigate Grammar School, 
Reigate 

Evaluation of the site of a new Art and Technology 526050 150190 No date 

79 4852 Post-medieval features: Castle Cottage, Reigate A watching brief by SCAU on limited groundworks  525300 150330 Post Med 

80 4861 
19th century structure possibly related to water 
management: Priory Park 

A watching brief by SyAS on works - underpinning 525100 149900 19th Cent 

81 4883 Late Bronze Age socketed axe: Reigate Parish A socketed axe of Late Bronze Age date 525000 150000 
Late 
Bronze Age 

82 4884 Iron Age potin coin: Reigate Parish A socketed axe of Late Bronze Age date 525000 150000 Iron Age 

83 4885 
Medieval pottery and chalk floor from original 
building: No.6 Slipshoe Street 

Evaluation by SCAU partly within the standing 
building 

525040 150320 Medieval 

84 4886 19th century brick baking oven A watching brief of work to this property 525120 150270 19th Cent 

85 4887 Mesolithic flint blades A watching brief of work to this property 525120 150270 Mesolithic 

86 4888 13th century pottery and rubbish A watching brief of work to this property 525120 150270 13th Cent 

87 4889 
Post-medieval make up layer above natural sand: 
4-50 High Street, 

Evaluation of land to the rear of these properties 525190 150280 Post Med 
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88 4890 
Spur of moat previously covered by modern bank: 
Castle Keep, Reigate 

A watching brief was maintained on the 
redevelopment 

525230 150420 13th Cent 

89 4891 
13th century features - possible line of castle moat: 
Town Hall, Reigate 

A watching brief by SCAU  525390 150400 13th Cent 

90 4891 
13th century features - possible line of castle moat: 
Town Hall, Reigate 

A watching brief by SCAU  525390 150400 Medieval 

91 4892 
13th/14th century Greensand walls: 22-36 Bell 
Street, Reigate 

A watching brief by SCAU  525370 150120 14th Cent 

92 4893 
Ditches from late medieval/early Post-medieval field 
system 

Evaluation of this site adjacent to the castle 525450 150450 16th Cent 

93 4893 
Ditches from late medieval/early Post-medieval field 
system 

Evaluation of this site adjacent to the castle 525450 150450 16th Cent 

94 4915 19th century capped well, Reigate A watching brief was maintained by SCAU 525490 150320 19th Cent 

95 4916 Negative evidence, 89-91 Reigate Hill, Reigate Evaluation by Wessex Archaeology  525300 151000 No date 

96 4917 
Negative evidence, Land at Reigate Grammar 
School, Reigate 

A watching brief was carried out by  SCAU   526220 150180 No date 

97 4919 
12th century and later pottery and other finds, The 
Barons, Reigate 

Evaluation by SCAU  in advance of redevelopment 525530 150230 12th Cent 

98 4947 Residual 16th century pottery, High Street, Reigate 
Evaluation by SCAU in advance of a residential 
development 

525310 150200 16th Cent 

99 4948 
Negative evidence from watching brief, Reigate 
Castle Grounds, Reigate 

Watching brief carried out by SCAU, 525310 150360 No date 

100 4949 17th century structure, Bell Street, Reigate Evaluation by SCAU prior to the development  525480 150050 17th Cent 

101 4952 
Negative evidence, Reigate Grammar School, 
Reigate 

Archaeological evaluation by SCAU prior to 
development 

526000 150200 No date 
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102 5740 
Post-medieval domestic and industrial features: 19 
High Street 

Evaluation by PCA prior to development  525287 150216 17th Cent 

103 5741 
Medieval pond and associated features:  19 High 
Street, Reigate 

Evaluation by PCA prior to development  525300 150200 Medieval 

104 5907 41-43 High Street, Reigate 
Evaluation and excavation by SCAU prior to 
development 

525200 150200 12th Cent 

105 6062 Nodal point Anti-invasion defence site  : nodal point 525000 150000 20th Cent 

106 6441 Anti tank vertical rail Anti-invasion defence site  : anti tank  526000 150590 20th Cent 

107 6686 Cube Anti-invasion defence site  : cube 525110 150230 20th Cent 

108 6687 Cube Anti-invasion defence site  : cube 525290 150210 20th Cent 

109 6688 Cube Anti-invasion defence site  : cube 525300 150390 20th Cent 

110 6969 negative evidence: 63 West Street, Reigate 
Archaeological evaluation by PCA prior to 
residential development 

524540 150360 No date 

111 14879 
Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead, Park 
Lane allotments 

Discovery of a Bronze Age barbed and tanged 
arrowhead 

524600 149800 Bronze Age 

112 14881 
12th/13th century cesspit and other finds, Brewery 
Cottages, Reigate 

Excavation by RaBACC  525300 150100 16th Cent 

113 14881 
12th/13th century cesspit and other finds, Brewery 
Cottages, Reigate 

Excavation by RaBACC  525300 150100 13th Cent 

114 14881 
12th/13th century cesspit and other finds, Brewery 
Cottages, Reigate 

Excavation by RaBACC  525300 150100 12th Cent 

115 14881 
12th/13th century cesspit and other finds, Brewery 
Cottages, Reigate 

Excavation by  525300 150100 Medieval 

116 14881 
12th/13th century cesspit and other finds, Brewery 
Cottages, Reigate 

Excavation by RaBACC  525300 150100 Medieval 
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117 14882 
Possible Tudor arch voussoir and priory guest 
house, 38-40 Bell Street 

Observation of  refurbishment and extension  525400 150100 Tudor 

118 14882 
Possible Tudor arch voussoir and priory guest 
house, 38-40 Bell Street 

Observation of refurbishment and extension  525400 150100 Medieval 

119 14882 
Possible Tudor arch voussoir and priory guest 
house, 38-40 Bell Street 

Observation of refurbishment and extension 525400 150100 Tudor 

120 14944 Possible Bronze Age site Geophysical survey and evaluation by OA  525100 149430 Bronze Ag 

121 15340 Late Bronze Age spearhead: Priory Park, Reigate Late Bronze Age spearhead found at Priory Park,  524800 149400 
Late 
Bronze Age 

122 15343 
Post-medieval building and finds: 14 London Road, 
Reigate 

Excavation of the surviving north-east corner  525000 150300 17th Cent 

123 15343 
Post-medieval building and finds: 14 London Road, 
Reigate 

Excavation of the surviving north-east corner  525000 150300 17th Cent 

124 15343 
Post-medieval building and finds: 14 London Road, 
Reigate 

Excavation of the surviving north-east corner  525000 150300 18th Cent 

125 15344 New Safeways Site, Reigate Evaluation in advance of a new access road  525100 150100 Medieval 

126 15345 Post-medieval wall: 13 Bell Street Reigate Observation of the digging of foundation trenches 525300 150200 19th Cent 

127 15346 Medieval surface deposits: 13 Bell Street Reigate Observation of the digging of foundation trenches 525300 150200 
12th- 13th 
Cent 

128 15347 Post-medieval floor levels: The Cage, Reigate Observation of works within the Cage by SCAU  525300 150200 Post Med 

129 15348 Negative evidence: 31-37 High Street, Reigate Observation of foundation trenches by SCAU  525300 150200 No date 

130 15349 Roman coin: Reigate parish Earlier 2nd century Roman coin found in Reigate  525000 151000 
2nd 
Century 

131 16140 Undated posthole: 18-24 Wray Park Road, Reigate Watching brief by PCA  525720 150940 Not Known 

132 16141 
Medieval pottery sherd: Reigate Grammar School, 
Reigate 

Evaluation by SCAU recovered a single medieval 
pottery sherd 

525810 150060 No date 



Archaeology South-East 
WB: Reigate Primary School 

ASE Report No: 2013258 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
21 
 

No. ON 
FIG. 1 

HER No. MONUMENT NAME DESCRIPTION 
FULL 
EASTING 

FULL 
NORTHING 

PERIOD 

133 16311 Negative evidence: Wallfield, Reigate Evaluation and building recording by MoLAS  524645 150333 No date 

134 16312 Stantion type Air-raid shelter, Wallfield, Reigate Archaeological building recording by MoLAS  524636 150385 20th Cent 

135 16313 Stantion type Air-raid shelter, Wallfield, Reigate Archaeological building recording by MoLAS  524630 150409 20th Cent 

136 16314 Air-raid shelter, Reigate Priory Building recording survey and watching brief  525388 150020 20th Cent 

137 16522 The Barons, Reigate An 18th century garden of the Barons  525541 150267 18th Cent 

138 16554 The Wilderness, Reigate The Wilderness Estate lay in a rough rectangle  525832 150290 18th Cent 

139 16575 Reigate Lodge park and garden, Reigate This land consists of two parts 525381 150660 18th Cent 

140 16578 Reigate Castle gardens, Reigate Reigate castle is a medieval castle of importance 525010 150562 18th Cent 

141 16578 Reigate Castle gardens, Reigate Reigate castle is a medieval castle of importance 525010 150562 Medieval 

142 17190 World War Two Aircraft Crash: Reigate A World War Two aircraft was destroyed 525420 150940 20th Cent 

143 17585 
18th century finds: Archaeological Supervision, 
Reigate Castle 

On 10th Nov 1995, a commemorative oak sapling 
was planted 

525100 150300 Medieval 

144 18186 
Grotto including steps and south boundary wall at 6 
monks walk, Reigate 

Semi-subterranean grotto with steps 525835 150181 18th Cent 

145 131 
Archaeological Watching Brief on the Installation of  
a Gas Pipeline 

  525280 150300  

146 133 Watching Brief at Reigate Priory School   525295 149986  

147 139 
An Assessment of an Archaeological Excavation at 
19 High Street, Reigate 

  525287 150216  

148 140 
An Archaeological Evaluation at  19 High Street, 
Reigate 

  525287 150216  

149 226 Geophysical survey carried out by English Heritage   525700 150300  
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150 232 Geophysical survey carried out by English Heritage   525000 150000  

151 456 Priory Park, Reigate, Surrey 
Oxford Archaeology undertook a staged 
programme of works 

525100 149600  

152 484 
Archaeological desk-based assessment of 18-24 
Wray Park Road, Reigate 

An archaeological desk-based assessment 525750 150900  

153 490 
An archaeological watching brief at 18-24 Wray 
Park Road, Reigate 

  525720 150940  

154 495 
Priory Park Reigate: HLF Stage 1 to HLF State 2 
linking document 

  525100 149600  

155 497 
Priory Park Reigate, Surrey: archaeological desk 
based assessment 

No detailed information  525100 149600  

156 635 
Archaeological excavation and watching brief at 
"Castle Keep", Reigate 

Archaeological excavation and watching brief  525230 150420  

157 655 Archaeological watching brief    525130 150250  

158 656 
Archaeological impact assessment: Wallfield, 55 
West Street, Reigate 

  524645 150333  

159 657 
Archaeological evaluation report: Wallfield, 55 West 
Street, Reigate 

  524645 150333  

160 658 
Archaeological standing building report: Wallfield, 
55 West Street, Reigate 

  524645 150333  

161 659 
Survey and watching brief of the air raid shelter at 
Bell Street car park 

  525388 150020  
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162 662 Staircase restoration at Reigate Priory   525310 149980  

163 674 
Archaeological evaluation on the site of the 
proposed Music Centre 

A trial trench evaluation  525810 150060  

164 675 Magnetometer survey of Priory Park, Reigate A detailed magnetometer survey  525150 149410  

165 715 A WSI for redevelopment of St Mary’s School   525810 150060  

166 716 
Geophysical survey at Priory Park, Reigate (Part I ? 
Resistance Survey 

Geophysical survey 525100 149600  

167 717 
Geophysical survey at Priory Park, Reigate (Part III 
? Radar Survey). 

Geophysical survey  525100 149600  

168 719 
Archaeological desk-based assessment of 65A and 
65B High Street, Reigate 

A desk-based assessment  525000 150200  

169 870 
An Archaeological Evaluation at 63 West Street, 
Reigate, Surrey 

 524540 150360  

170 871 
An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of 63 
West Street, Reigate 

 524540 150360  

171 1043 
An Archaeological Evaluation of the site of 
proposed classroom block 

  526020 150230  

172 1044 
An Archaeological Evaluation at Emmott House, 
Chart Way, Reigat 

  525830 150390  

173 1045 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at Reigate Town 
Hall, Reigate, Surrey 

  525370 150370  
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174 1046 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at Reigate Priory 
Park, Reigate, Surrey 

  525300 150000  

175 1053 
An Archaeological Evaluation at 6 High Street, 
Reigate, Surrey 

  525310 150290  

176 1054 
A Preliminary Archaeological Assessment of 
Proposed Development of Land 

  525310 150290  

177 1055 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at Reigate Castle 
Grounds, Reigate 

  525310 150360  

178 1056 
An Archaeological Impact Assessment of Bell Yard, 
51a Bell Street, Reigate 

  525480 150050  

179 1151 
An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of 27-
33b Bell Street, Reigate 

  525450 150170  

180 1155 
An Archaeological Excavation at  Reigate Town 
Hall, Castlefield Road 

  525390 150400  

181 1156 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at  Reigate Town 
Hall, Castlefield Road 

  525390 150400  

182 1162 
Redlands House, Reigate: An Archaeological 
Assessment 

  525490 150320  

183 1163 
An Archaeological Watching Brief on the site of the 
former Redlands House 

  525490 150320  

184 1164 
An Archaeological Watching Brief on Land at 
Reigate Grammar School, Reigate 

  526220 150180  

185 1165 
An Archaeological Assessment of proposals for 
redevelopment at  Reigate 

  526220 150180  
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186 1290 
89-91 Reigate Hill, Reigate: Archaeological 
Evaluation 

  525300 151000  

187 1291 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at  22/36 Bell 
Street, Reigate 

  525400 150100  

188 1292 
An Archaeological Evaluation at 51a Bell Street, 
Reigate 

  525480 150050  

189 1293 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at 51a Bell 
Street, Reigate 

  525480 150050  

190 1294 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at 15-17 West 
Street, Reigate 

  524970 150310  

191 1296 
A Preliminary Archaeological Assessment of a 
proposed development  

  525530 150230  

192 1304 
An Archaeological Evaluation of a Proposed 
development site  

  525530 150230  

193 1308 
Ancient Monuments Laboratory report 44/93: 
Geophysical survey of Reigate 

  525000 150000  

194 1309 
Excavation and site watching on the site of Reigate 
Priory 

  525300 149900  

195 1310 
Report  of  an archaeological watching brief at  
Reigate Priory, Reigate 

  525300 149900  

196 1312 
89-91 Reigate Hill, Reigate: Archaeological Desk 
Based Assessment 

  525300 151000  

197 1490 
An Archaeological evaluation at  1-5 Castlefield 
Road, Reigate, Surrey 

  525450 150450  
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198 1492 Reigate Town Hall: Exploratory Trenches   525400 150300  

199 1493 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at  Reigate Town 
Hall, Castlefield Road 

  525390 150400  

200 1494 An Archaeological Assessment    525300 150400  

201 1496 
An Archaeological Evaluation at  44-50 High Street, 
Reigate, Surrey 

  525200 150300  

202 1499 
A Standing Building Survey at Reigate Priory 
School, Reigate, Surrey 

  525300 150000  

203 1506 
An Archaeological Evaluation at No 6 Slipshoe 
Street, Reigate, Surrey 

  525043 150327  

204 1513 
An Archaeological Desk-based Assessment of a 
proposed development site 

  525450 150450  

205 1536 
Tree-ring Analysis of Timbers from Reigate Priory 
School, Bell Street, 

  525300 150000  

206 1582 
Archaeological supervision of the planting of a 
commemorative oak sapling 

 525100 150300  

207 1583 
A report on an Archaeological Watching Brief at  
Castle Cottage 

  525300 150330  

208 1608 
Tree-Ring Analysis of Timbers from Reigate Priory 
School, Bell Street, 

  525306 150032  

209 1609 
An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of 
Land at 1-4 Hartington Place 

  525500 151000  
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210 1776 
Report of an archaeological watching brief at 13 
Bell Street, Reigate, 

  525388 150222  

211 1777 
A report on an Archaeological Watching Brief at  
Castle Cottage 

  525300 150330  

212 1784 
An Archaeological Evaluation at  Reigate Grammar 
School, Reigate, Surrey 

  526050 150190  

213 1786 
Residential Development at Parish School, Reigate: 
Outline Report   

  525080 150450  

214 1787 
An Archaeological Evaluation at 19-21 West Street, 
Reigate, Surrey 

  524940 150300  

215 1788 
An Archaeological Evaluation at  15-17 West 
Street, Reigate, Surrey 

  524976 150314  

216 1997 
A Preliminary Archaeological Assessment of a 
proposed Development  

  525830 150390  

217 2004 
An Archaeological Watching Brief on part of  
Reigate Town Centre  
 

  525300 150800  

218 2005 
An Archaeological Evaluation of part of the new 
Safeways Site  

  525300 149900  

219 2013 
16 and 18 Bell Street, Reigate, Surrey: 
Archaeological Work 

  525300 150100  

220 2014 
An Archaeological Appraisal of the Moat 
Embankment, Castle Grounds, Reigate 

  525400 150200  

221 2015 
An Archaeological Watching Brief at 38-40 Bell 
Street, Reigate, Surrey 

  525400 150200  
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222 2017 
Redlands House, Reigate: An Archaeological 
Assessment 

  525490 150320  

223 2024 
An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of 
Hardwicke Road, Reigate 

  525200 150400  

224 2025 
An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of land 
at The Former Gas Work 

  524900 150700  

225 2026 
An Archaeological Desktop Assessment of Land at 
19 High Street, Reigate 

  525287 150216  

226 2036 
A Preliminary Archaeological Assessment of 
Proposed Development  

  525310 150290  

227 2037 
A Written Scheme of Investigation of Proposed 
Music Centre  

  526220 150070  

228 2047 
Reigate Caves Survey : A Survey of the known 
caves in Reigate Town Centre 

  525300 150300  

229 2082 
46 Historic Building Recording of Old Town Hall, 
High Street, Reigate, 

  525100 150200  

230 2108 
An Archaeological Evaluation Report at 65 A & B 
High Street, Reigate  

  525080 150220  

231 2109 
A Ground Penetrating Radar Survey at Priory Park, 
Reigate 

  525230 149960  
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HER Summary Form 
 
 

Site Code PSR 13 
Identification Name 

and Address 
 

 
Reigate Primary School, Bell Street, Reigate 

County, District &/or 
Borough 

 
Reigate & Banstead District, Surrey 

OS Grid Refs. 525286 150041 
Geology Folkestone Formation - Sandstone 
ASE Project Number 5923 
Type of Fieldwork Eval.  

 
Excav. Watching 

Brief  
Standing 
Structure 

Survey Other 

Type of Site Green 
Field  

Shallow 
Urban  

Deep 
Urban  

Other  
       

Dates of Fieldwork Eval. 
 

Excav. WB.  
23.09.2013 – 
10.10.2013 

Other 
 
 

Sponsor/Client J S Surveying Associates 
Project Manager Neil Griffin/Jim Stevenson 
Project Supervisor Simon Stevens 
Period Summary Palaeo. Meso. Neo. BA IA RB  
 AS MED   PM   Other   

 
 
Summary 
 
An archaeological watching brief was maintained during mechanical and manual groundworks 
for a new extension at Reigate Primary School, Bell Street, Reigate, Surrey. No significant 
archaeological deposits were recorded, although residual flintwork and medieval material was 
recovered from the mixed overburden. 
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OASIS Form (for editing) 
 

OASIS ID: archaeol6-161474 
 

Project details   

Project name Archaeological Watching Brief Report - Reigate Primary School, 
Bell Street, Reigate, Surrey  

  

Short description of 
the project 

An archaeological watching brief was maintained during 
mechanical and manual groundworks for a new extension at 
Reigate Primary School, Bell Street, Reigate, Surrey. No 
significant archaeological deposits were recorded, although 
residual medieval pottery was recovered from the overburden.  

  

Project dates Start: 23-09-2013 End: 10-10-2013  

  

Previous/future 
work 

No / Not known  

  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

5923 - Contracting Unit No.  

  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

PSR 13 - Sitecode  

  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

P/12/01658/F - Planning Application No.  

  

Type of project Recording project  

  

Site status Conservation Area  

  

Site status Local Authority Designated Archaeological Area  

  

Site status English Heritage List of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 
Interest  

  

Current Land use Other 13 - Waste ground  

  

Monument type NONE None  
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Significant Finds POTTERY Medieval  

  

Investigation type '''Watching Brief'''  

  

Prompt Direction from Local Planning Authority - PPS  

  

 

Project location   

Country England 

Site location SURREY REIGATE AND BANSTEAD REIGATE Reigate Primary 
School, Bell Street  

  

Postcode RH2 7RL  

  

Study area 26.3 Square metres  

  

Site coordinates TQ 25286 50041 51 0 51 14 06 N 000 12 18 W Point  

  

 

Project creators   

Name of 
Organisation 
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