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SUMMARY  
 
In December 2013 Archaeology South-East (a division of the Centre for Applied 
Archaeology, UCL) carried out a programme of historic building recording at 
Riverside Studios, Crisp Road, Hammersmith, London W6 9RL, and of the Queen’s 
Wharf office building adjacent (NGR: 523131 178103).  The work was commissioned 
by CgMs Consulting in relation to the proposed redevelopment of the existing 
buildings on the site. 
 
Riverside Studios originated in 1920 as Gwynnes’ pump factory, which was 
expanded in 1932 by William Foster & Co. and sold the following year to the Triumph 
Film Company, marking the start of the site’s long association with film and television 
production. It was adapted for this purpose with the insertion of two film studios and a 
dubbing theatre, together with attendant offices, dressing rooms and technical 
facilities. Mainly used for ‘quota quickies’ to fulfil the requirement for British-made 
films, notable productions nevertheless included The Seventh Veil and Father Brown, 
starring Alec Guinness. 

   
The Studios were acquired by the BBC in 1954 as a temporary facility anticipating 
the construction of nearby Television Centre, and as a test-bed for various technical 
aspects of that place, particularly lighting and production control. The building was 
extended on all four sides and its studios variously refitted and expanded, making 
this the most technologically advanced facility of its type in the world at that time. A 
number of notable productions followed, such as Dr Who and Z-Cars, until the BBC 
disposed of the site in 1974. It became an arts and theatre space with the 
involvement of such luminaries as Samuel Beckett, Kenneth Brannagh and Alan 
Rickman, Yoko Ono and David Hockney, and hosted noted dance companies from 
Britain and across the world. Latterly the Riverside has returned to television 
production, spurred by the success of TFI Friday in the mid-late 1990s.  
 
Adjacent to the Riverside Studios lies Queens wharf, the site of which had been 
acquired by the engineering firm Rosser & Russell Ltd in 1874. Their factory here 
was replaced by the present office building in the 1970s. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In December 2013 Archaeology South-East (a division of the Centre for 
Applied Archaeology, UCL) carried out a programme of historic building 
recording at Riverside Studios, Crisp Road, Hammersmith, London W6 9RL, 
and of the Queen’s Wharf office building adjacent (NGR: 523131 178103).  
The work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting in relation to the proposed 
redevelopment of the existing buildings on both sites, and has been designed 
to meet the requirements of an anticipated planning condition related to 
these works (Meager 2013b). 

1.2 The Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service has advised that the 
building be subject to recording at English Heritage Level 2 prior to its 
alteration.  

 
1.3 The requirement for work was made in accordance with the requirements of 

the Government’s new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  The 
NPPF took effect on the 27th March 2012. 

 
 
2.0 SCOPE & METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1 The scope of work and methodology for the building recording is detailed in a 

Written Scheme of Investigation produced by CgMs Consulting (Meager 
2013b).  The work was also carried out in accordance with the relevant IfA 
standards and guidance and the Greater London Archaeology Advisory 
Service’s Archaeological Guidance Papers nos 3-5. 

  
2.2 The building was recorded to English Heritage Level 2 as defined in 

Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (English 
Heritage 2006).  A Level 2 record is essentially a descriptive record, which in 
this case is to be supplemented by additional contextual information 
regarding the site’s history and present use as a television studio (Meager 
2013b, 6). 

 
2.3 The site was visited by Michael Shapland, Amy Williamson and Ron 

Humphrey on the 9-12th December 2013 in order to carry out the recording 
work. This entailed the compilation of written notes, the verification of existing 
measured survey drawings, and the production of a photographic record.   

 
2.4 The drawn record comprises plans, sections and external elevation drawings 

of Riverside Studios, and plans of Queen’s Wharf. These are based on 
existing measured drawings supplied by CgMs Consulting, which have been 
verified for their accuracy, and amended and annotated where necessary.  
The resulting scaled drawings are included within the report as Figures 5-7, 
31 & 32. 

 
2.5 The photographic record was made using high resolution digital photography.  

Within the report selected digital images have been reproduced as plates, 
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together with a full index of the digital photography and location plots 
(Appendix 2).   

 
2.6 The site is subject to an archaeological desk-based assessment by CgMs 

Consulting (Meager 2013a): for the purposes of this historic building record, 
additional background research was undertaken in order to place the building 
within its social and historical context. Research included examination of the 
paper archive held at Riverside Studios, oral histories from present staff 
members, and reference to secondary published sources. Other sources 
were identified and/or accessed via the internet.  

 
 
3.0 SITE LOCATION 
 
3.1 The site lies within the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, 

fronting onto the Thames at the foot of Hammersmith Bridge (Figure 1). It is 
bounded by Queen Caroline Street to the northwest, Crisp Road to the 
Northeast, the Thames to the southwest and by a narrow passage from Crisp 
Road to the Thames to the southeast (Figure 2). The Riverside Studios 
occupies the southeastern half of the site (NGR: 523131 178103) and 
Queen’s Wharf the northwestern (NGR: 523108 178136).  

 
 
4.0 HISTORIC BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 Unless noted to the contrary, the following background history of the site is 

derived from the existing Desk Based Assessment (Meager 2013a) 
augmented by Richard Kempton’s online history of television studios in 
London.1 

   
4.2 The origins of the settlement of Hammersmith lie in the Anglo-Saxon period, 

at which time it is thought to have been centred around the confluence of the 
Hammersmith Creek with the Thames, at Furnivall Gardens to the northwest 
of the site. The stretch of Queen Caroline Street, which bounds the site to the 
northwest, was formerly known as Hammersmythstrete, indicating its early 
importance to the settlement.  

 
4.3 The earliest known building on the site was ‘The Chancellors’, a manor 

house which gained its name through its origins in the possession of the 
chancellor of St Paul’s Cathedral from at least the mid-17th century (Faulkner 
1839). It is shown on several early maps of the area (Meager 2013a, Figs 3-
6). The house, which had been demolished by 1867, was 17th century or 
earlier in date, and lent its name to The Chancellors pub adjacent to the site. 
This pub was much-frequented by performers and staff from Riverside 
Studios.  

 
4.4 With the arrival of the railways and the burgeoning economic development of 

Hammersmith, ‘The Chancellors’ was replaced by a pair of wharfs and 
                                                 
1 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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several short terraces of housing, including River Terrace, between 1853 and 
1867. Little trace of Kensington Vestry Wharf survives, but the adjacent 
Queens Wharf preserves its name and the adjacent slipway onto Queen 
Caroline Street.  

 
4.5 Queen’s Wharf had been acquired by the heating engineering firm Rosser & 

Russell Ltd in 1874 (Figure 3), who manufactured gunnery systems for 
Sopwith Camel aircraft there during the First World War. Interestingly, the 
firm carried out a number of important contracts for the BBC, including at 
Television Centre, but it is unknown whether these included the 
Hammersmith Studios (Roberts & Yunnie, n.d.). The factory was replaced by 
the present office building in the early 1970s (Figures 4-7). 

 
4.6 Kensington Vestry Wharf – the later site of Riverside Studios – was 

purchased by the manufacturing firm Gwynnes Ltd in 1899, who were 
probably responsible for filling in the wharf and constructing an ‘engineering 
workshop’ on the site (Figure 8), depicted on the 1913 Ordnance Survey map 
of the area (Figure 9). This was principally used for the manufacture of 
pumps, turbines and hydraulic machinery: during the First World War it was 
requisitioned for the production of pumps and Clerget aircraft engines for the 
Admiralty and War Office.2  

 
4.7 Although Gwynnes were responsible for developing the industrial use of the 

site, their factory as depicted in 1913 extends partially beyond the southeast 
boundary of the site (Figure 9), and its footprint bears limited resemblance to 
subsequent plans of the building. A notice in The Times of 26 March 1920 
states that ‘New Fitting and machine shops are now nearing completion at 
Hammersmith’ under Neville G. Gwynne, the company’s managing director. 
The core of what became the Riverside Studios building probably therefore 
dates to this time.  

 
4.8 Gwynnes went bankrupt in 1927, and the site was bought by William Foster 

& Co. of Lincoln, an agricultural machinery company who had used their 
experience in manufacturing traction engines to develop the first tanks. They 
acquired Gwynnes’ pump factory as a going concern, before relocating it to 
Lincoln and selling the Hammersmith site to the Triumph Film Company, 
which marks the beginning of the long history of film and television 
production on the site. Prior to the completion of this sale in 1933 the 
premises was partially rebuilt, including the addition of the existing three-
storey block towards the northeast end of the building (Figures 10-12). 

 
4.9 The Triumph Film Company adapted the existing factory buildings to meet 

their needs (Figures 13-16). The 1920 range was subdivided to 
accommodate two large studios, necessitating the removal of the columns 
running between the two bays of the existing factory, and the insertion of bow 
trusses to support the new lighting rig. Various associated support facilities 
were built, whilst the 1932 Three Storey Block block was used for offices and 

                                                 
2 http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Gwynnes; accessed 6th December 2013. 
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dressing rooms. In 1936 it was modified to incorporate a projection room for 
a new dubbing theatre (Figure 17). 

 
4.10 A succession of film studios owned or leased the site – then known as the 

Hammersmith Studios – between 1933 and 1954. The companies involved 
and the films made here are detailed elsewhere:3 briefly, the studios were 
moderately successful under the Triumph Film Company and subsequently 
the Twickenham Studios, before being given over to wartime films under 
Jack Buchanan after 1939. The Seventh Veil (1946) proved a major post-war 
success, but financial difficulties from the end of the decade combined with a 
decline in productions to ensure the studio’s fate. Alliance Films bought the 
site in 1948, and last film to be made there was Father Brown (1954), 
starring Alec Guinness. 

 
4.11 The site was purchased in 1954 for use as a television studios by the BBC, 

who were riding the wave of the medium’s renewed popularity following the 
coronation of 1953 (Figures 18-22). They required the site as a stop-gap 
whilst a dedicated Television Centre was built at nearby White City, but more 
than this they intended Riverside Studios as a test-bed for new technologies 
and methods of production which would later be adopted at the new site 
(Appendix 3; 1957b: see Appendices 3 & 4). Despite its temporary nature, 
Riverside Studios was therefore the most advanced studio of its type in the 
world at that time. Opened in 1956, they were given official recognition by a 
visit from the Queen Mother on 29 March 1957. Television Centre was 
completed in 1960, but the BBC did not dispose of Riverside Studios until 
1974. 

 
4.12 As with the site’s history in motion pictures, the television programmes made 

at Riverside Studios have been detailed elsewhere.4 Popular early 
programmes include the Six-Five Special, Hancock's Half Hour, Quatermass 
and the Pit, Z-Cars, Dixon of Dock Green and Dr Who (Figures 23-25): due 
to the prohibitive cost of editing, these were all performed and transmitted 
live. Hancock's Half Hour provides interesting continuity with the pre-BBC 
Riverside, as its star Sid James had appeared in at least one film made here 
in that earlier era. Blue Peter was regularly filmed here from the later 1960s, 
and the long-running Playschool would be one of the last BBC programmes 
to be made here. The BBC also has a long history of filming live popular 
music at the studios, with performances by The Beatles, the Rolling Stones 
and The Animals for Open House in the mid-1960s, regular editions of The 
Old Grey Whistle Test, and episodes of Top of the Pops. David Bowie’s 2003 
performance in Studio 1 as part of the Reality tour, which was the biggest 
interactive music event of its time with live satellite links to cinemas across 
Europe and Asia, continued this tradition (Figure 26).5 It is said that the 
house band for the Six-Five Special would reside in the nearby Chancellor’s 
pub, periodically returning to play when they saw the credits roll on the pub 
TV: the pub was known in those days as 'Studio 3', and continues to display 

                                                 
3 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
4 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
5 http://www.liztray.com/LT/files/bff67ebf100c97798e71cd2265a4a7ee-4.html 
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memorabilia from all periods of film and television production at the Riverside 
on its walls (Figure 27).  

 
4.13 The last programmes of the BBC era were made in Studio 1 in 1970, 

although due to its superb Thameside location the BBC continued to use the 
facilities to film the Boat Race, which continues to the present (Figure 26). 

 
4.14 Following the eventual departure of the BBC in 1974, the Riverside Studios 

passed to the local council who determined its future use as an arts centre, 
with the former studios converted to rehearsal and performance spaces, the 
dubbing theatre as a cinema and the Crisp Road range as a gallery (Figures 
28 & 29). The first theatre season was in 1978 under the artistic directorship 
of Peter Gill, with the support of a fundraising appeal led by, amongst others, 
Laurence Olivier, John Gielgud, Peggy Ashcroft, Peter Hall, David Hockney, 
Yehudi Menuhin and the Earl of Snowdon. Early repertory members included 
Brian Cox and Martin Shaw (Figure 28), and highlights from the many 
theatrical and dance productions and art installations can be found on the 
Riverside Studio website.6 A complete run of programmes and ephemera 
from these years, including Samuel Beckett’s involvement there shortly 
before his death (Figure 28), is held within the building’s archives.  

 
4.15 Studio 2 was sporadically used for television production after 1974, but after 

financial difficulties the building was refurbished in 1994 under the 
directorship of William Burdett-Coutts, with Studio 2 as the live performance 
space and Studio 1 as a dedicated television studio used by TFI Friday 
between 1995 and 2000 (Figure 30).   

 
4.16 From 2002 until the present day, television production in Studio 1 has been 

run by a company called Riverside TV Studios, which refurbished the space 
using fittings and equipment from their previous studio in Bow. Studio 2 
returned to dedicated television work in 2013: the size of both studios 
continues to make them ideal for comedy, quiz shows, entertainment and live 
music, with seated audiences of 250-300. 

 
5.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDINGS 
 
5.1 Riverside Studios – Layout and External Development 
 
5.1.1 The Riverside Studios comprises a number of structures of different dates, 

extending up to three stories in height, which have been aggregated together 
to form a single studio building (Figures 31 & 32). The exterior of each will be 
first described in turn, then attention will turn to the building’s interior. 

 
 Gwynnes’ Factory (1920) 
 
5.1.2 The earliest building on the site is Gwynnes’ rebuilt factory of 1920, which 

runs northeast-southwest from the river front (Plate 1). It is of two ranges of 
unequal width, each with a double-pitched roof covered in corrugated iron. 

                                                 
6 http://www.riversidestudios.co.uk/theriversidestory/main.cfm 
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Plans and elevations of the structure survive from 1932, before its conversion 
into a film studio (Figures 10-12). The valley between the two roofs across 
the southwestern half of the building has been modified to enclose a box 
truss which now supports the roof structure. This was inserted by the BBC in 
1955 to replace the building’s internal dividing wall in this location, to enable 
the enlargement of Studio 1 (detailed in Appendix 3). 

 
5.1.3 The factory is of yellow London stock bricks in a Flemish bond, rendered on 

its southwest elevation (Plate 1). It had large flat headed windows with iron 
lintels and projecting sills, all of which are now blocked (Plate 2). It had wide 
flat-headed doorways towards the northeast end of both its long elevations, 
of which only that to the northwest survives, much-widened to provide vehicle 
and scenery access to Studio 2 (Plate 1). It retains its 1933 soundproof film 
studio doors, which have cast iron hinges by Charles Collinge of Lambeth. 
There were three smaller doorways in its southwest elevation, of which one 
survives, linking Studio 1 with its scenery transit dock (Plate 3). Its two-leaf 
timber doors and their furniture also date from 1933, albeit much obscured 
with later insulating panelling. 

 
5.1.4 In 1932 the windows along a section of the factory’s northwest elevation – 

comprising much of the wall visible internally in Studio 1 – were opened up to 
communicate with a single-storey workshop extension, for which plans exist 
(Figures 10 & 13). Its long wall survives incorporated into the site’s boundary 
wall with Queen’s Wharf, showing that it was of London stock bricks in a 
Flemish bond (Plate 4). A stub of its northeast wall also survives, above the 
generator block which replaced it in 1955 (Plate 5). 

 
Three Storey Block (1932) 

 
5.1.5 The three-storied block runs perpendicularly to the northeast elevation of 

Gwynnes’ Factory, which it abuts (Plates 2, 6 & 7). It was constructed as a 
pattern makers’ shop in 1932 for the General Motor & Tyre Co. (Figures 10-
12), who presumably occupied the building between the departure of William 
Foster & Co. to Lincoln in 1930 and its 1933 sale to the Triumph Film 
Company. It is of Fletton bricks in an English bond, and has a pitched roof 
with stepped brick coping which has been modified to accommodate large 
water tanks within the roof space. Its first and ground floors extend to the 
northeast with single-pitched roofs: a ground floor extension was demolished 
with the construction of the Crisp Road range in 1954. 

 
5.1.6 Unlike Gwynnes’ factory, this block retains many original windows. Most on 

the northwest elevation have segmental brick heads and projecting brick sills, 
and are of iron-framed manufacture with pivoting central lights (Plate 2). A 
larger, flat-headed first floor window would presumably have accommodated 
a hoist. Those on the southeast elevation are flat-headed with modern 
fenestration (Plate 7). The wide original entrance on the northwest elevation 
was replaced by a simple Modernist recessed doorway by the BBC in the 
1950s, which then comprised the building’s main entrance (Plate 2). Inside, 
they retained only the stairs and ground-floor dressing rooms from the film 
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studio era, converting the rest to accommodate a telecine suite, studio 
control suite, 100-seat restaurant, kitchen and service hoist (Appendix 3, 7; 
Figures 13-16 & 18-22). 

 
 Dubbing Theatre (1933) 
 
5.1.7 The dubbing theatre – presently a cinema – was installed across the western 

quarter of Gwynnes’ factory by the Triumph Film Company in 1936, 
necessitating the demolition of this part of the factory building (Figure 17). It 
is of concrete framed construction with brick piers and infilled panels of brick, 
and rises to second floor level (Plate 8): the auditorium itself is at first and 
second floor level, leaving free space at ground floor level. It has a flat roof 
and is featureless externally aside from a single steel-framed window with a 
flat concrete lintel and projecting sill at first floor level. A modern brick lift 
shaft enabling disabled access to the cinema abuts its southeast elevation 
(Plate 7). 

 
 Crisp Road Block (1955) 
 
5.1.8 The Crisp Road block was constructed as part of the BBC’s conversion of the 

Triumph Film Studios, replacing an earlier building on the site (Plate 6). It 
accommodated a scene transit dock, dressing rooms and carpenters’ shop 
for Studio 2, as well as a new boiler house and chimney for the whole 
complex (Figure 18). The original plan had been to install a turntable and an 
additional scene transit dock, but this idea was dropped in view of the size of 
the vehicles involved (Appendix 3, 7). 

 
5.1.9 The block is constructed in the same manner as the other ranges of the BBC 

era: a concrete frame extending to below-ground sill-beams, infilled with 
stock brick and painted, and a flat roof (Plate 6). Its simple square chimney is 
slightly tapering and formed of bricks in an English bond. The original block 
had no entrances and only modest high-level window lights (Figure 21). This 
scheme was replaced with large glass panels across the southeastern half of 
the block in 1993, and a large glazed entrance with cantilevered porch 
inserted to the large new reception space and café. The upper levels of the 
former boiler house are now occupied by offices at first floor level. The 
northwestern half of the block houses Studio 3, a small performance space, 
and as such retains its blind brick walls. 

 
 Southeastern Block (1955) 
 
5.1.10 The BBC added a long, narrow block between the southeast wall of 

Gwynnes’ factory and the existing site boundary wall, upon which it rests, in 
1955 (Plate 8). It is constructed in identical fashion to the Crisp Road block. It 
housed an engineers’ workshop, stores, and staff facilities (Appendix 3, 7; 
Figure 18), and is presently divided into dressing rooms and offices. It has a 
first-floor doorway and metal fire escape in its northeast elevation, and a 
small metal-framed window adjacent. Both have flat concrete lintels. Its 
southwest elevation faces the Thames, and as such has a modern inserted 
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glazed doorway at second floor level with a steel balcony so as to take 
advantage of the view. The long southeast elevation of the block is plain. 

 
 Thameside Block (1933 & 1955) 
 
5.1.11 This two-storey block occupies much of the building’s Thameside terrace, 

and abuts the gable end wall of Gwynnes’ factory (Plates 1 & 9). It was built 
as a scenery transit dock for Studio 1, and is of the same flat-roofed 
concrete-framed construction as the other BBC-era extensions (Figures 18 & 
21). It has been partially converted to office use. 

 
5.1.12 Adjacent are two small detached structures built for the Triumph Film Studios 

in 1933 (Figure 13). The northwestern of the pair originated as a workmen’s 
WC: it is two stories in height, constructed of Flemish bonded bricks with 
blocked flat-headed windows at ground level (Plate 10). The upper level is a 
modern addition with a single-pitched corrugated plastic roof and an external 
metal stair. The southeastern detached block was originally an electoral 
transmission station but is presently used as a workshop. It is of English 
bonded bricks and has a wide doorway with a flat concrete lintel and a two-
leaf steel door, and retains several small louvred windows from its original 
function. A generator room and film store were constructed adjacent, but no 
longer survive. 

 
5.1.13 The 1955 BBC scenery transit block and the two adjacent, earlier structures 

are presently incorporated into a single space by an ephemeral corrugated 
steel and plastic shed, which also extends along the northwestern side of the 
site (Plate 10). Fire regulations in the 1950s did not permit the BBC to roof 
this area originally (Appendix 3, 18), but the difficulty of manoeuvring scenery 
when exposed to the weather has since necessitated its shelter nonetheless. 

 
 Generator Block (1955) 
 
5.1.14 The generator block abuts the northwest elevation of Gwynnes’ factory 

(Plates 5 & 11). The original building here was a single-storey workshop 
constructed for Gwynnes’ in 1932 and retained by the Triumph Film Studios 
as a carpenters' shop (Plates 10 & 13). This was replaced by the BBC in 
1955 into a two-storey brick structure with four transformer rooms, a switch 
room, a large property dock, store, ventilation system, an office and a first-
floor battery room (Appendix 3, 18; Plates 18 & 19). A large, brick electricity 
sub-station was installed here by EDF Energy in the mid-2000s, the noise of 
its construction causing great disruption to the television productions in the 
adjacent Studio 1.7 

 
5.1.15 The block is of Fletton bricks in an English bond. It is two stories in height 

with a flat roof and plain doorways and windows with flat concrete lintels and 
sills (Plate 5). Several doors have apparently been re-used from the 1932 
building: some are labelled ‘Dreadnought Ferrous Doors 1930’, and another 
is a four-panelled pine door of a type not seen elsewhere in the Riverside 

                                                 
7 Conversation with Trevor Ramell, head of maintenance, 12th December 2013. 
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(Plate 11). The southwestern end of the structure has a substantial louvered 
opening at ground level which acts as the air intake for the studio ventilation 
system. Above, two small iron hatches with concrete lintels give service 
access to the large fan associated with this system. 

 
5.2 Riverside Studios: Internal Ground Floor Description 
 
 Entrance Foyer and Café 
 
5.2.1 The present entrance foyer from Crisp Road was installed in 1993. It is 

simple, bright and modern in style, with white-painted walls, a glazed 
frontage and exposed services and concrete frame (Plate 12). Decoration is 
limited to film posters, and reproduction illuminated signs to the cinema and 
Studio 3, which are copies of earlier examples from the public bar entrances 
to Studios 1 & 2 (Plate 13). The space was originally subdivided into four 
dressing rooms; the café and kitchen occupies the double-height space of 
the former boiler house at the southeast end of the block (Plate 14). It was 
originally equipped with a pair of cast iron oil-fired boilers and a smaller gas-
fired boiler for summer loads. It supplied cast iron radiators throughout the 
building, of which none now survive (Appendix 3, 23). 
 

5.2.2 The foyer extends beneath the southeast part of the Three Storey Block, the 
former small BBC-era dressing rooms of which have been partially opened 
up to facilitate circulation (Plate 15; Figure 18). This was the location of the 
Riverside’s reception and booking office between 1974 and 1993, replacing 
that in the northwest elevation of the Three Storey Block. The hatches of the 
old reception remain boarded-over in the wall opposite the stair to the cinema 
(Plate 15). The cinema stair was inserted for the film studios in 1933, and 
awkwardly obscures the original 1932 windows. It is open well with quarter-
pace landings and has concrete treads. The balusters are steel with a 
stainless steel handrail; an early use of architectural stainless steel (Plate 
16). 
 

5.2.3 Between 1974 and 1993, much of the space formerly occupied by the BBC-
era workshop and scene dock was used as an art gallery and bookshop 
(Figure 29). Many acclaimed artists have shown at Riverside including Nick 
Danziger, Yoko Ono, Anthony Gormley and David Hockney, the latter of 
whom had helped lead the fundraising appeal to establish the arts complex 
here in the mid-1970s.8 It was also used for dance performances, particularly 
when Gaby Agis was choreographer-in-residence at the Riverside 1984-86. 
Intended as a financial support, the bookshop was a fun place to work, 
socialise and even perform impromptu DJ sets,9 but as was not a financial 
success, it was closed when the complex was run along more commercial, 
television-orientated lines from the mid-1990s. 
 
 
 

                                                 
8 http://www.riversidestudios.co.uk/theriversidestory/main.cfm 
9 Conversation with Shira Macleod, cinema manager, 12th December 2013. 
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Public Bar and Thameside Terrace 
 
5.2.4 The public bar (Plate 17) is largely contained within the footprint of the 1936 

Dubbing Theatre, and was formed from opening up the space occupied by 
dimmer rooms, a band room and various staff technical facilities from the 
BBC era (Figure 18). The original concrete piers supporting the first-floor 
Dubbing Theatre have been left in place, and dominate the bar, which was 
redecorated in the autumn of 2010.10 It continues the clean, modern 
appearance of the foyer with its white walls and exposed ceiling vents and 
services, but with a much dimmer atmosphere provided by a great number of 
reproduction industrial ceiling lamps in stainless steel. Also present are a pair 
of illuminated signs at the entrances to Studios 1 & 2, which have red ‘sound 
on’ and ‘vision on’ warnings in a stencil font to alert the unwary. These 
appear to be original BBC-era features, and have been replicated at the 
entrances to Studio 3 and the cinema in recent decades (Plates 13 & 55). 
 

5.2.5 The bar’s walls continues the tradition of gallery space first begun in the 
Riverside’s Crisp Road block (Plate 18): in 1990 they were transformed by 
Yoko Ono into a ‘graffiti wall’, which stills exists beneath the layers of while 
emulsion.11  
 

5.2.6 The bar’s kitchen and WCs are contained within the ground floor of the 
BBC’s Southeastern Block (1955). The WCs are in their original locations, 
but retain only their door swings from this period. The kitchen is located 
within a large former workshop, which – judging by its location adjacent to 
the Block 2 control suite - was used for those equipment repairs not sent to 
the larger maintenance facility at the nearby BBC Lime Grove studios 
(Appendix 4). 

 
5.2.7 The building’s Thameside terrace (Plate 19) is presently as a seating area for 

the bar in clement weather, whence it is accessed via the narrow corridor 
leading through the Studio 2 dressing rooms. It is bounded to the southeast 
by the original boundary wall of Gwynnes’ factory, which contains a modern 
door to the public footpath outside, and to the southwest by a railing of stock 
brick piers and tubular steel, installed by the BBC (see Appendix 3, p. 18). It 
was used to film a number of notable television sequences including the 
opening of the first alien pod in Quartermass and the Pit (1958/9) and the 
first Dalek ever to land on earth in an early episode of Dr Who in 1964 
(Figure 24).12 To this day, it also remains an ideal place from which to film 
the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race (Figure 27). 
 
Studio 1 

 
5.2.8 Studio 1 (Plates 20 & 21) was initially constructed in 1933 as one of two 

stages by the Triumph Film Company (Figures 13 & 15). It was originally 
contained across the whole width of Gwynnes’ 1920 factory, although the 

                                                 
10 Conversation with Trevor Ramell, head of maintenance, 12th December 2013. 
11 Conversation with Shira Macleod, cinema manager, 12th December 2013. 
12 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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row of columns supporting the factory’s two ranges remained in place until 
1955. A lateral wall was inserted across the factory to form the smaller Studio 
2. The southwest elevation is black-painted brick and retains one of the few 
doorways original to the factory, which retain their 1933 soundproof timber 
doors (Plate 3). A second such opening, now blocked, lies adjacent. The 
studio’s northwest elevation is unusual in the industry because its brickwork 
and the blocked, flat-headed windows of the 1920 factory wall have been left 
visible and unpainted (Plate 22). Many television programmes have therefore 
taken advantage of this elevation, which is richly textured and takes well to 
artificial lighting, as the cost-free backing for sets and live music acts (e.g. 
Figure 26).13 
 

5.2.9 The BBC retained the 1933 wall dividing Studios 1 & 2. The first Cyberman 
spaceship was constructed against this wall in 1966, for the series Dr Who 
(Figure 25). The BBC added a large doorway at its northwest end enabling 
the two studios to be linked for particularly elaborate productions (Appendix 
3, 7). As an example, the 1958 film A Town Has Turned To Dust (1958), 
starring William Shatner, has a typical Wild West street running through 
these doors.14  
 

5.2.10 In 1954 the BBC decided to enlarge Studio 1 beyond the long spine wall 
dividing the two ranges of Gwynnes’ factory. This had many attendant 
problems, not least that the original angle-trusses of the factory and later film 
studio roof would need to be supported. To this end, the former spine wall 
was replaced by a large box-truss at wall-plate level, contained within a new 
roof structure (Appendix 3, 6; Appendix 3, p. 7-10; Plates 1 & 23). This is 
supported by large concrete piers on the studio’s southwest and northeast 
elevations. 

 
5.2.11 The other major adaptation made by the BBC was the insertion of a free-

standing six-legged lighting gantry into the studio, prefabricated off-site by 
Dorman Long & Co. of Middlesbrough (Appendix 3, 7; Plates 24 & 25). This 
was to avoid the risk of over-loading the original trusses supporting the 
studio’s roof, which would otherwise have suspended the lighting grid. The 
gantry piers had foundations dug deeply beneath the studio floor, and its 
considerable capacity enabled the Riverside to become the first studio in the 
world to be provided with a comprehensive lighting system (Appendix 4, 21). 
Its red-painted frame supported 79 motorised lighting hoists, the fixings for 
which remain: it was duly adopted for the first five studios to be built at the 
new BBC Television Centre.15 

 
5.2.12 Prior to 1954, the floor of Studio 1 was of timber (Appendix 3, 7). This was 

sufficient for film work, whose format enabled pre-determined shots to be 
executed by cameras running on rails, but was unsuited to television work 
which in those days was filmed and broadcast live, and so required TV 
cameras to have continuous free movement about the studio. There were 

                                                 
13 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
14 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
15 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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four television cameras in Studio 1, of which the cranes alone weighed c. 2 
tons and had a crew of four (Appendix 4). A strong, perfectly smooth floor of 
asphalt was duly laid and fitted with eye-bolts to accommodate trapeze wires 
(Appendix 3, 7). Great brick-built trenches with timber covers crossed the 
floor to carry the cables for the original television equipment, which were of 
considerable girth, and to facilitate connecting Studios 1 and 2 for joint 
productions without trailing cables through the single door between them 
(Plate 26).16 The studio floor was re-laid in 2006.17  

 
5.2.13 Another problem anticipated by the BBC at Riverside, and subsequently 

applied at Television Centre, was the considerable heat that the lighting, 
personnel and equipment necessary for television production would 
generate. Ducts supplied from the Generator Block crossed beneath the floor 
in large brick trenches and ran up the southwest and northeast walls of the 
studio, supplying cool air below lighting gantry level and extracting it from the 
roof space (Plate 27). The ducts themselves remain, and are lined with 
acoustic material to prevent reverberation. Due to their different heat 
production, and to minimise the risk of a fire spreading, the studios, control 
rooms and dubbing theatre each had a dedicated ventilation system 
(Appendix 3, 23). 

 
5.2.14 Following the departure of the BBC in 1974, Studio 1 was given over to 

theatre and dance under successively Peter Gill and David Gothard, and 
used as rehearsal space by noted dancers such as Michael Clarke.18 The 
space fostered the careers of Kenneth Brannagh and David Parfitt, who 
founded their Renaissance Theatre Company here in 1987 with actors 
including Emma Thompson, Samantha Bond and John Sessions. The young 
Hugh Grant and Nigella Lawson also performed here, in a school theatrical 
production of Brecht’s The Caucasian Circle.19 

 
5.2.15 The Riverside’s financial situation necessitated the return of television to 

Studio 1 in 1993. Its first great success was TFI Friday which occupied the 
studio between 1995 and 2000 and made prominent use of its setting for live 
music and celebrity performances. There were few dedicated sets and the 
substantial audience wandered freely, meaning that much of the unvarnished 
studio and its equipment, particularly its brick wall and red lighting gantry, 
were visible throughout each broadcast. The metal stair to the lighting gantry 
(Plate 28) and first-floor control rooms on the southeast side of the studio 
also featured heavily, as host and guests made their way from the main 
performance space to the interview room where the Studio 1 Green Room is 
presently located (Figure 30). It is a relatively new stair: the truncated ‘C’-
beam of its predecessor is visible protruding from the wall beneath.   

 
 
 

                                                 
16 Conversation with Nik Whybrew, operations director, 12th December 2013. 
17 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
18 Conversation with Shira Macleod, cinema manager, 12th December 2013. 
19 The Independent, September 22nd 1994. 
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Studio 1 Dressing Rooms 
 
5.2.16 Like the public bar adjacent, the dressings rooms for Studio 1 lie partially 

within the area of Gwynnes’ 1920 factory and partially within the 
Southeastern Block of 1955. The engaged piers of the original factory outer 
wall are visible along the corridor to the Thameside terrace; the doorways to 
the rooms in the 1955 extension are all later insertions. The area retains 
much of its 1950s layout and function, excepting that the doorways 
communicating directly with Studio 1 have been blocked, a former workshop 
is now the Client Production Office, and the former make-up room has been 
subdivided into a kitchen store.  
 

5.2.17 There are four principle dressing-rooms in this area, which are of very 
modern fitting and appearance with laminated floors, suspended ceilings and 
en-suite WCs (Plate 29). They have in most cases been created by joining 
several smaller BBC-era dressing rooms rooms together. Oddly, there is no 
dressing room no. 3: when the Riverside TV Studios company which 
presently operates the facility relocated from their previous premises in Bow 
they took much of the fittings and equipment with them for the refurbishment 
of the Riverside, but apparently the sign for dressing room 3 was lost 
somewhere en-route, necessitating its re-Christening as dressing room 5.20 

 
Studio 1 Scenery Dock 

 
5.2.18 The dedicated scenery dock abutting the southwest side of Studio 1 was 

installed in 1955 to satisfy the need to change scenery more quickly in 
television production compared to film. This is because an entire TV show 
had to be rehearsed and broadcast in toto, rather than filmed piecemeal like 
a motion picture, due in part to the high cost of editing at that time (Appendix 
4, 6). 
 

5.2.19 The main dock is of the same brick-infilled concrete frame construction as 
the rest of the BBC-era additions to the site (Plate 30). It re-uses an original 
wide external doorway to the factory to transport the scenery into Studio 1: 
two other such doorways have been blocked. The structure was formerly 
double-height and open at ground level, but has since been subdivided into 
offices at its southeast end, including the insertion of a first floor level and the 
provision of external windows along the Thameside terrace (Plate 31). The 
relatively early date of internal steel stairs and external newel indicate this 
was done soon after the building’s construction, probably prior to the BBC’s 
departure in 1974. The focus for storing and maintaining scenery has moved 
to the former open yard adjacent and its scatter of modified small 1933 brick 
sheds, which have been wholly enclosed in an ephemeral corrugated steel 
shelter, in contravention of the prohibition of such a structure due to fire 
safety by the local council in the early 1950s (Plates 10 & 32).  

 
 
 
                                                 
20 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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Studio 2 
 
5.2.20 Studio 2 (Plates 33 & 34) was the first to be brought into use by the BBC, 

since it is wholly contained by the larger of the two bays of Gwynnes’ 1920 
factory and therefore needed relatively little structural modification. It already 
had non-load-bearing bowstring trusses between its roof trusses, originally 
installed in both Studios 1 & 2 in 1933 to support the new film lighting grid 
(Figure 15). This meant that (unlike in Studio 1) a lighting gantry could be 
supported with only minimal strengthening work (Appendix 3, 18; plate 35). 
The roof space is therefore dense with steel supports from three different 
phases of the building’s construction and use.  
 

5.2.21 A wide external doorway original to the 1920 factory is retained in the 
northwest wall (Plate 2), with a smaller doorway likely belonging to the 1933 
film studio inserted in the wall adjacent. Also of the film studio era is the two-
leaf steel fire door leading northeast to the Studio 2 dressing rooms, which 
was manufactured by Crittall & Co. of Braintree, Essex (Plate 36). The 
construction of the southeast wall, which was removed in Studio 1, is visible 
here, consisting of brick piers supporting the 1920 roof trusses, infilled with 
concrete during the film studio era. It has several blocked doorways within its 
fabric. The southwest wall is characterised by a layer of thick sound 
insulation, and a wide BBC-era doorway enabling it to be connected with 
Studio 1. 
 

5.2.22 The BBC installed a floor, cable-runs and ventilation system in this area of 
the type described above for Studio 1, and provided it with three cameras to 
its larger twin’s four (Appendix 4, 9). As with Studio 1, its red-painted steel 
lighting grid was of the highest specification for its day (Plate 37), paving the 
way for how both Lime Grove and the new Television Centre would be 
equipped. It had 62 motorised hoists in this area, of which the frame and 
pulleys for one survives beneath the lighting control gallery on the northeast 
side of the room.21 

 
Studio 2 Dressing Rooms 

 
5.2.23 The dressing rooms for Studio 2 are contained within the ground floor of the 

Three Storey Block of 1932, and originate with its conversion to film studio 
use in 1933 (Figure 13). Unlike the functional BBC-era dressing rooms of 
Studio 1, several in this location have elaborate coffered ceilings, plaster 
cornices and moulded architraves (Plate 38), installed in recent years by 
scenery department as a fitting backdrop for their stars. Three of these 
dressing rooms have been lost to form a large office servicing the relocated 
reception desk in the Crisp Road Block. The stair and external doorway at 
the northwest end of the block date from the 1933 film studio (Plate 39); the 
stair has quarter-pace landings, a tubular steel handrail and nosed stone or 
concrete treads. 
 

                                                 
21 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 



Archaeology South-East 
Riverside Studios & Queen’s Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith, London 

Historic Building Record 

                                                                                                                                                                    

 15

5.2.24 Several of the larger spaces in this area, such as the make-up room, have 
been subdivided into smaller dressing rooms, offices and stores. One such is 
the former store-room for the back-projection screens and equipment, 
installed by the BBC in 1955 and vital for key television productions such as 
Z-Cars (Appendix 3, 18). This were an essential technology for its day, 
despite its habit of continuing to run when a vehicle was supposed to be 
stationary (‘don’t bother to stop – I’ll jump out here’),22 but has long since 
been superseded. 
 
Generator Block 

 
5.2.25 The generator block was constructed in 1955 abutting the northwest side of 

Studios 1 & 2, replacing the Triumph Film Studio’s 1933 carpenters’ shop. It 
is divided at ground level by an open passage to an inserted doorway to 
Studio 1. Much of its southwestern end is occupied by an electricity sub-
station and inaccessible plant rooms at this level, excepting the high voltage 
electricity intake room, which is double-height to its first floor gallery level, 
accessed via a BBC-era steel stair. It has smooth concrete walls dominated 
by the boxed-in ventilation duct for Studio 1 at ceiling level. It contains 
modern electricity switch cabinets. Adjacent is a plant room containing 1950s 
ventilation machinery with a contemporary fuse board and switch (Plate 40). 
 

5.2.26 The area to the northeast of the passage to Studio 1 consists of a number of 
small, oddly-shaped rooms used for storage and equipment maintenance. 
The direct entrance between this area and Studio 2 belongs to the film studio 
era, and is abutted by the concrete of the BBC structure. The wide, timber-
covered floor trenches installed by the BBC to carry cables between the two 
studios survive well in this area (Plate 26). 

 
Studio 3 

 
5.2.27 Studio 3 is a small studio space wholly within the Crisp Road Block, created 

principally as a theatre space in 1994 from a former carpenters’ shop and 
redundant scene transit dock (Plate 41). It is of concrete-framed construction 
infilled with brick and painted black, and has retractable banked seating and 
a modern lighting grid and ventilation system. The lighting grid is simply 
bolted between the concrete beams of the building’s roof. The studio is 
occasionally given over to television use, such as for Channel Four’s 
weekend show T4 in 2006.23 

 
5.3 Riverside Studios: Internal First Floor Description 
 

Cinema 
 
5.3.1 The present cinema was built for the Triumph Film Studios in 1936 as a 

dubbing theatre, wherein the edited movie footage would be projected for a 
full orchestra to score, or dialogue to be added, which would be recorded for 

                                                 
22 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
23 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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the finished film’s release (Figure 17). The room is a fine survival of the early 
days of transition away from silent cinema, and would have been the height 
of contemporary technology. As such it was used to record the music for 
many films, not limited to those made at the riverside: in the late 1950s a 
BBC technician found several scores including that for The Cruel Sea behind 
the projection screen.24 It was retained by the BBC in 1955, due in part to a 
shortage of dubbing space elsewhere in London until Television Centre came 
into use. Coat hooks and light fittings original to the dubbing theatre survive 
in the store in the west corner of the room. 
 

5.3.2 Although the dubbing theatre sits within a bay of Gwynnes’ original factory 
building of 1920, it is a wholly new concrete-framed brick structure of 1936. 
Its combination of a projection booth, excellent acoustics and space enough 
for an orchestra made it ideal for conversion into a cinema in 1987, when 
permanent banked seats were installed and a new entrance accordingly 
made in the northeast wall at second floor level (Plates 42 & 43). The old first 
floor entrance survives, but now accesses only the cavity beneath the 
seating, now used as storage for film posters. Wall panels were installed to 
help the acoustics, and a striking carpet fitted, the pattern of which was 
intended to evoke the ripples on the water of the Thames.25  A plaque in the 
auditorium commemorates the cinema’s opening by Vanessa Redgrave on 
2nd November 1987. 

 
5.3.3 The cinema projection room has been retained from the 1936 dubbing 

theatre (Plate 44). It has a modern digital projector and a pair of older 33mm 
film projectors, the one taking over from the other when the time comes to 
change a reel of film, and there is a bench for the cutting and splicing of film 
reels. Beneath is a ventilation plant room, a VHS cassette library and a 
pleasant office used by the cinema manager which is notable for a likely 
surviving BBC-era desk, one of a handful throughout the building. Due to the 
flammability of early nitrate-based film stock, this part of the building is 
separated by fireproof iron Dreadnought doors of Victoria Street, London, 
dated 1930.  

 
Studio 1 Control Suite 

 
5.3.4 The control suite for Studio 1 was inserted by the BBC within Gwynnes’ 

factory, at the southeast end of the studio (Figure 19). As such, it is of 
characteristic concrete-framed construction. When installed, there was 
debate as to the best layout for television production: whether the lighting 
console should be housed within the same room as the director and vision 
mixer, or the room where the vision operator racked the cameras. As with 
other matters, the Riverside was used as a test-bed for best practice at the 
future Television Centre, meaning that the former arrangement was used for 
Studio 2 and the latter for Studio 1.26 The layouts of the two control suites 
were also different, with a viewing window and monitors to the front in Studio 

                                                 
24 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
25 Conversation with Guy Hornsby, executive director, 12th December 2013. 
26 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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1 and to the side in Studio 2 (Appendix 4, 11). Two different dimming and 
control systems were also trialled (Appendix 4, 9, 23). 
 

5.3.5 The layout of the control suite has changed since the 1950s, when it was 
thought essential that a direct view be provided to the studio floor. Large 
observation windows were installed, overhanging at 25 degrees from vertical, 
which gave them the best possible view, reduced reflection and 
accommodated monitors above (Appendix 3, 15). This contrasts with the 
present, when television screens alone allow technicians to monitor 
productions (Plate 45). There were also windows between the various control 
rooms, motorised to open. Since TV programmes were filmed live, the 
lighting rig had to accommodate remotely-operated hoists and tracks, and to 
alter and dim the lighting mid-show. This required close co-operation with the 
producer, hence the need for adjacent, directly communicating rooms 
(Appendix 4, 6). The windows between the control suite and the studio still 
exist beneath later plywood, but they are orphaned from the former use by a 
new corridor to the Studio 1 gantry level. Vision Control now lies at the 
northeast end of the suite, then Production Control, then Sound Control, 
each with modern internal fittings and sound-proof doors. Their most recent 
refurbishment was early in 2012.27 
 

5.3.6 At the southwestern end of the control suite, the former Apparatus and 
Maintenance Rooms have been replaced by a computer server room and the 
Green Room, where artists and performers relax in between filming (Plate 
46). During the occupancy by TFI Friday, this was the celebrity ‘bar’ where 
guests were interviewed beneath a conspicuous iron-framed casement 
window overlooking the Thames (Figure 30). This was replaced with modern 
PVC when the room was refurbished in 2003. 28 Additional control and client 
rooms are accommodated along a corridor to the rear of the control suite, 
within the BBC’s 1955 Southeastern Extension, in the place of former offices.  

 
Studio 2 Control Suite 
 

5.3.7 The control suite for Studio 2 lies within the 1932 Three Storey Block. The 
large windows remain between the studio floor and the Sound and Vision 
control rooms (Figure 19), now the Lighting and Production Galleries 
respectively (Plate 47). A new Sound Gallery has been inserted in the former 
corridor to the studio’s upper-level gantry. The present fittings date from 
2013, when Studio 2 returned to full-time television use.29 
 
First Floor Offices 

 
5.3.8 Much of the first floor of the Three Storey Block has been given over to office 

space hired out to various production companies, in place of the BBC-era 
Apparatus and Maintenance Rooms and Telecine Suite. These had been 
offices in 1933 (Figure 14): the old corridor running the length of the building 

                                                 
27 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
28 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
29 http://www.tvstudiohistory.co.uk 
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at this level, removed in 1955, has been restored. Offices have spread to the 
upper levels of the adjacent 1955 Crisp Road Block, where redundant plant 
and ventilation rooms were formerly located, accessed via an open-air 
walkway and a doorway inserted in a now-blocked window of the Three 
Storey Block (Plate 48). Each office is of a clean modern refurbishment, and 
none retains traces of any former use (Plate 49), although the corridor linking 
this area to the cinema has a number of 1950s electrical switches and fuse 
boxes. The Riverside’s archive, which mainly preserves material of the post-
BBC era, is located adjacent.  

 
Generator Block 

 
5.3.9 The upper level of the northeast half of the generator block – being that part 

used for storage and maintenance – is accessed via an open-well concrete 
stair with quarter-pace landings opposite the entrance to Studio 2. This 
cramped space with its small kitchen, sofas and dartboard is the preserve of 
socialising technicians taking advantage of its relative inaccessibility 
combined with its close proximity to Studios 1 & 2 (Plate 50). This is well-
needed, as productions commonly film during the day, leaving the technical 
set-up for the subsequent production to carry on through the night. 
 

5.3.10 The first-floor gallery level of the southwestern half of the block – being that 
part occupied by plant rooms – is comfortless in comparison. Its cramped 
space is dominated by modern electrical switch cabinets, with a space given 
over to the storage of studio lighting and assorted cabling.  

 
5.4 Riverside Studios: Internal Second Floor Description 
 

Rehearsal Room 
 
5.4.1 The rehearsal room – confusingly referred to as ‘Studio 3’ in earlier sources – 

is located within the second floor of the Three Storey Block (Plate 51). Now 
partially subdivided and used as offices – including a strikingly-decorated 
relaxation space with a false fire surround and Chesterfield sofas – this is a 
large, light room open to the iron trusses of the building’s roof. During the 
BBC era it was a 200-seater canteen of a new ‘dining-car’ layout, imposed by 
its great length in proportion to its width (Figure 20; see illustrations in 
Appendix 3, 17-20). A service hoist was installed in the building’s existing 
south stair, which is now the main access to the cinema auditorium 
(Appendix 3, 19). 
 

5.4.2 The roof-space at the northwestern end of the building was partially rebuilt in 
the 1950s to house three large steel water-tanks on brick piles. It is accessed 
via a fixed ladder on the landing to the stairs at this end of the building. A 
doorway opening out into mid-air from this space was presumably the route 
by which the tanks were originally manoeuvred into place.  
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Southeastern Offices 
 
5.4.3 The upper level of the Southeastern Block (1955) originally housed a 

ventilation plant room (Figure 20), the services for which are still present, 
capped by a large wooden box in the floor.30 The space is now subdivided 
into modern offices, of which that at the southwestern end of the space is 
well-appointed with a modest balcony overlooking the Thames. 
 

5.5 Queen’s Wharf: External Description 
 
5.5.1 Nothing now remains of the Rosser & Russell Ltd manufacturing plant which 

was established on the site of the former Chancellor’s Wharf in 1874 (Figure 
3), and replaced by the existing office building in the early 1970s (Plates 52-
54; Figures 4-7). The building is three stories in height with an additional 
storey along its River Terrace frontage and a basement car-park from Crisp 
Road. The southwest side of the building curves round to follow the site’s 
Thames frontage, which meets Queen Caroline Street at a concrete slipway, 
a reminder of the site’s past function as a wharf. A public footpath runs 
northeast/southwest beneath the building, connecting Queen Caroline Street 
with River Terrace. The building itself is of concrete-framed construction 
infilled with tinted glazing, and has a flat roof studded with lift shafts and 
ventilation plant. Its northeastern half rests on a plinth of London stock bricks 
in an English bond, which has louvres ventilating the car park beneath.  

 
  

                                                 
30 Conversation with Nik Whybrew, operations director, 12th December 2013. 
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6.0 DISCUSSION 
 
6.1 Despite the Riverside Studios’ relative lack of architectural merit – Gwynnes’ 

original factory and its BBC-era accretions are at best functional examples of 
their type – the building’s fabric is of considerable interest and importance for 
the changes it manifests and the events it has housed. Many late 19th and 
early 20th century industrial buildings in London have been converted to uses 
quite different from those originally intended, but few have undergone such a 
series of profound transformations whilst remaining relatively intact and 
continuing to influence the activities within. What began as a factory, with the 
Thames as its main focus and link with the commerce of capital and Empire, 
became switched around: a functional office block newly-constructed at its 
rear was now the façade of a film studio which had no use for the Thames 
and very little even for exterior photography. The building approached by 
thousands from the river would now be viewed by millions who had never 
even seen its exterior: its focus was now internal, as its newly bricked-up 
windows turned their blind gaze to the world. In recent decades a balance 
has been struck as the post-BBC arts space welcomed the public to café, 
bookshop and riverside bar, and the reception was moved from a side 
passage to the newly-glazed block fronting Crisp Road. Nevertheless, the 
building draws its visitors deep within to dark cinemas, enclosed studios and 
windowless bars. Just as little of the building’s function can be seen 
externally, little of the building can be seen beneath layers of paint and 
scenery once that purpose has drawn its audience inside. 

 
6.2 The interior spaces of the Riverside have been singularly transformed over 

its nine decades’ use. At the top of the Three Storey Block, what began as an 
office became a 100-seater restaurant in the most modern style, which gave 
way to a rehearsal space and occasional studio which has since come full 
circle and become an office once more, albeit one with incongruous 
flourishes – such as an artificial chimney-piece – which are nostalgic for the 
era of the building’s initial construction. A 1986 cinema occupies a 1933 
dubbing studio doubtless used for many of the productions now screened 
there, which may even have live orchestral accompaniment familiar from 
before the days of recorded sound, all of which is managed from a desk left 
over from the era of BBC television which directly replaced motion picture 
work at this site. A similar story could be repeated for practically every room 
of the buildings, whose functions oscillate from fabricating pumps to hosting 
the forgotten arts of the telecine and back-projection to housing cutting-edge 
computer technology. Other rooms have remained resolutely the same, the 
extent of becoming constructs of an artificial past, such as the Studio 1 
dressing rooms with their coffered ceilings and architraved doors, or the 
reproduction signs welcoming visitors the cinema and Studio 3 (Plates 13 & 
55).  

 
6.3 The building’s interior has not only changed according to its required purpose 

over the years but, more subtly, has itself influenced the manner in which 
these purposes have been carried out. This is inevitable, as technicians daily 
navigate their way across a palimpsest of eighty years of changing film and 
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television technology, attaching modern lights to a then-revolutionary BBC 
lighting grid suspended upon trusses installed by the Triumph Film Company 
in 1933 beneath a factory roof of 1920 (Plate 35). In this way, a pump factory 
in Hammersmith which became a BBC studio has influenced the way 
television production is carried out across the world, through the agency of its 
far more famous progeny down the road in White City. 
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8.0 DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 
 
A full archive intended for deposition with the LAARC has been prepared.  The 
archive has been assigned the site code CRP14. The full site archive will be 
prepared in accordance with the LAARC guidelines General Standards for the 
Preparation of Archaeological Archives Deposited with the Museum of London 
(Museum of London 1999).  The archive will comprise a hard copy of the full 
report, a pdf version of the report on CD, the full photographic record with 
registers, field notes and drawings. 
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1933 first and second floor plan of the Triumph Film Studios
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1933 Section drawing of the Triumph Film Studios
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

1933 Section drawing of the Three Storey Block for the Triumph Film Studios
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The 1936 Triumph Film Studios Dubbing TheatreDrawn by: MGS

© Archaeology South-East

Report Ref: 2013334

Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

Plan of the proposed Triumph Film Studios dubbing theatre, 1936

Live orchestral accompaniment in the cinema, evoking its origins in the 1930s as a film 
dubbing studio
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Ground Plan of the Riverside Studios for the BBC (1955)
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

First Floor Plan of the Riverside Studios for the BBC (1955)
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

Second Floor Plan of the Riverside Studios for the BBC (1955)
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

Elevation drawings of the Riverside Studios for the BBC (1955)
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Section drawings of the Riverside Studios for the BBC (1955)
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Filming Dixon of Dock Green at the Riverside

A script for Dixon of Dock Green, March 1st 1958
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Dr Who: The Daleks invade the RiversideDrawn by: MGS
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

The first Dalek lands on earth, filmed at the Riverside on 27 August 1964

The location of the first Dalek landing in front of the Riverside, viewed from Hammersmith Bridge
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Dr Who: Cybermen at the Riverside Drawn by: MGS
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

The interior of the cyberman spaceship during ‘The Tenth Planet’.

The construction of a Cyberman spaceship in the east corner
 of Studio 1 for the 1966 episide cycle ‘The Tenth Planet’, 

the first to feature them and the last to star the first Doctor, William Hartnell.
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Present-day production at the RiversideDrawn by: MGS
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

David Bowie performs in front of the exposed wall of Studio 1, September 8th 2003

Filming the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race from the Riverside’s terrace, March 29 2008
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The Chancellor’s pub, Crisp RoadDrawn by: MGS
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

Mementos of film and television production at the Riverside Studios on display in the 
Chancellor’s pub

BBC staff outside the Chancellor’s pub (’Studio 3’), Crisp Road, in 1967
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Theatre Production at the RiversideDrawn by: MGS
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

The early days of theatre at the Riverside, including (from left) Alan Bates (4), Peter Gill (9), 
Brian Cox (10) and Martin Shaw (14)

Samuel Beckett at the Riverside in 1986
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Art and artists at the RiversideDrawn by: MGS
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

Art installation in the Crisp Road Block prior to its conversion: ‘Reflections’, September 1985

Artists at work at the Riverside, c. 1980. View from outside of the southeast 
elevation of the Three Storey Block, looking northeast towards Crisp Road
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Riverside Studios and Queens Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith

The present appearance of the TFI Friday ‘Bar’: note even the window has changed

The TFI Friday ‘Bar’ in the late-1990s: Chris Evans interviews Gerri Halliwell
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Plate 1 (6431-008) 
 
The site’s Thames frontage, showing the rendered southwest elevation of Gwynne’s 
factory behind the later Thameside Block. The box truss superstructure lies between the 
pitch of its two roofs. 
 

 
 
Plate 2 (6431-010) 
 
Northeast elevation of Gwynne’s factory and the Three Storey Block. The wide doorway 
to the right of the image is original to the factory’s construction. 
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Plate 3 (6431-023) 
 
Original doorway in southwest wall of Gwynne’s factory, now linking Studio 1 to the 
Thameside Block. 

 
Plate 4 (6431-242) 
 
Boundary wall between Queens Wharf and Riverside Studios. Note the changes in 
brickwork which preserve the long wall of the 1932 Gwynne’s Factory extension. 
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Plate 5 (6431-005) 
 
The Generator Block, facing south. Note the stub of the 1932 Gwynne’s Factory 
extension where the Generator Block abuts the 1920 factory building. 
 
 

 
 
Plate 6 (6431-002) 
 
Crisp Road and Three Storey Blocks, facing south. 
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Plate 7 (6431-224) 
 
Three Storey Block, southeast elevation. The lift shaft to the cinema lies on the left hand 
side of the image. 

 
 
Plate 8 (6431-225) 
 
Dubbing Theatre, southeast elevation. The Southeastern Block lies to the left hand side 
of the image; the lift shaft on the right.  
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Plate 9 (6431-128) 
 
Thameside Block, facing north 
 

 
 
Plate 10 (6431-192) 
 
Thameside Block, one of a pair of relict 1933 structures encased by the modern 
corrugated shelter. Facing northwest. 
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Plate 11 (6431-006) 
 
Generator Block, northwest elevation. Many of its doors have been re-used from the 
previous structure. 
 

 
 
Plate 12 (6431-140) 
 
Main reception, facing north 
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Plate 13 (6431-149) 
 
Main reception, entrance to cinema. Facing southeast. 
 

 
 

Plate 14 (6431-141) 
 
Main reception café, facing east. 
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Plate 15 (6431-146) 
 
Main reception: passage to bar. The boarded hatches to the old reception as visible on 
the right of the image. 
 

 
Plate 16 (6431-091) 
 
Stair at southeast end of the Three Storey Block, from main reception to cinema. Facing 
south. 
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Plate 17 (6431-152) 
 
Public bar beneath cinema, facing east. 
 

 
 
Plate 18 (6431-154) 
 
Northwest wall of public bar: art gallery in place of Yoko Ono’s ‘graffiti wall’. 
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Plate 19 (6431-129) 
 
River terrace and Thameside Block, facing northwest, with Hammersmith Bridge in the 
background. 
 

 
 

Plate 20 (6431-012) 
 
Studio 1, facing south 
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Plate 21 (6431-028) 
 
Studio 1, facing northwest 
 

 
 

Plate 22 (6431-186) 
 
Studio 1, exposed northwest wall 
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Plate 23 (6431-029) 
 
Studio 1 box truss, facing north 
 

 
 

Plate 24 (6431-040) 
 
Studio 1 lighting grid, from below 
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Plate 25 (6431-180) 
 
Studio 1 lighting grid, from above. It is independent of the factory’s original iron roof 
trusses, which run across the upper part of the image. 
 

 
Plate 26 (6431-057) 
 
Generator Block, ground floor store facing southeast. Note the timber-covered cable 
trench in the floor connecting Studios 1 and 2. 
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Plate 27 (6431-181) 
 
Studio 1 ventilation duct in roof-space, with southwest wall of Gwynnes’ Factory in the 
background. 

 

 
 

Plate 28 (6431-185) 
 
Studio 1: stair to production suite, looking southeast. 
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Plate 29 (6431-161) 
 
Studio 1, dressing room 1, looking east 
 

 
 
Plate 30 (6431-189) 
 
Studio 1 scenery dock, housed within the Thameside Block, facing east. 
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Plate 31 (6431-216) 
 
Thameside Block, ground floor: former Studio 1 scenery dock now subdivided into 
offices. 
 

 
 

Plate 32 (6431-193) 
 
Studio 1 scenery dock, looking south towards a relict 1933 brick shed encased by the 
modern corrugated shelter. 
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Plate 33 (6431-053) 
 
Studio 2, looking east 
 

 
 
Plate 34 (6431-199) 
 
Studio 2, looking north 
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Plate 35 (6431-201) 
 
Studio 2, showing the 1933 bowstring truss supporting the 1955 lighting grid (right side of 
image), adjacent to the roof truss of the 1920 factory building (left side of image). View 
looking southeast. 
 

 
Plate 36 (6431-068) 
 
Original doorway between Studio 2 and the 1932 Three Storey Block. 
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Plate 37 (6431-051) 
 
Studio 2 lighting grid from below. 
 

 
 
Plate 38 (6431-139) 
 
Three Storey Block: Studio 2 dressing room 16. 
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Plate 39 (6431-075) 
 
1933 stair at the northwest end of the Three Storey Block. 
 

 
Plate 40 (6431-134) 
 
Generator Block: BBC-era switches. 
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Plate 41 (6431-046) 
 
Studio 3, looking southwest 
 

 
Plate 42 (6431-113) 
 
Cinema auditorium, looking southwest 
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Plate 43 (6431-117) 
 
Cinema auditorium, looking northwest 

 

 
 

Plate 44 (6431-106) 
 
Cinema projection room, looking northwest 
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Plate 45 (6431-175) 
 
Studio 1, first floor production control room 
 

 
 
Plate 46 (6431-041) 
 
Studio 1, first floor Green Room.  
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Plate 47 (6431-101) 
 
Studio 2, first floor production control room 

 

 
Plate 48 (6431-093) 
 
Crisp Road Block/Three Storey Block connecting first floor walkway, looking southeast 
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Plate 49 (6431-078) 
 
Three Storey Block, first floor office, looking north 
 

 
 

Plate 50 (6431-062) 
 
Generator Block, first floor technicians’ room 

 



Archaeology South-East 
Riverside Studios & Queen’s Wharf, Crisp Road, Hammersmith, London 

Historic Building Record 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Plate 51 (6431-205) 
 
Three Storey Block, second floor former rehearsal space, looking southeast 
 

 
 

Plate 52 (6431-234) 
 
Queen’s Wharf (left) and Riverside Studios (centre), viewed from Hammersmith Bridge, 
looking northeast. 
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Plate 53 (6431-237) 
 
Queen’s Wharf, northwest elevation 

 
 

Plate 54 (6431-239) 
 
Queen’s Wharf, view from Crisp Road/Queen Caroline Street, looking south. 
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Plate 55 (6431-155) 
 
Public Bar: entrance to Studios 1 & 2 
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RIVERSIDE STUDIOS and QUEENS WHARF, CRISP ROAD, 
HAMMERSMITH: HISTORIC BUILDING RECORD  

Short description of 
the project 

In December 2013 Archaeology South-East (a division of the Centre for 
Applied Archaeology, UCL) carried out a programme of historic building 
recording at Riverside Studios, Crisp Road, Hammersmith, and of the 
Queen's Wharf office building adjacent, in anticipation of the proposed 
redevelopment of the existing buildings on the site. Riverside Studios 
originated in 1920 as Gwynnes' pump factory, which was expanded in 
1932 by William Foster and Co. and sold the following year to the 
Triumph Film Company, marking the start of the site's long association 
with film and television production. It was adapted for this purpose with 
the insertion of two film studios and a dubbing theatre, together 
attendant offices, dressing rooms and technical facilities. The Studios 
were acquired by the BBC in 1954 as a temporary facility anticipating 
the construction of nearby Television Centre, and as a test-bed for 
various technical aspects of that place, particularly lighting and 
production control. The building was extended on all four sides and its 
studios variously refitted and expanded, making this the most 
technologically advanced facility of its type in the world at that time. A 
number of notable productions followed, such as Dr Who and Z-Cars, 
until the BBC disposed on the site in 1974. It became an arts and 
theatre space, and latterly has returned to television production. 
Adjacent to the Riverside Studios lies Queens wharf, the site of which 
had been acquired by the engineering firm Rosser and Russell Ltd in 
1874. Their factory here was replaced by the present office building in 
the 1970s.  
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Monument type COMMERCIAL OFFICE Modern  
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techniques 

''Annotated Sketch'',''Photographic Survey''  

Prompt Planning condition  

Project location  

Country England 

Site location Greater London Hammersmith And Fulham. Riverside Studios and 



Queen's Wharf, Crisp Road  
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Study area 6500.00 Square metres  
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originator 

CgMs Consulting  

Project design 
originator 

CgMs Consulting  

Project 
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Ron Humphrey  

Project supervisor Michael Shapland  
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sponsor/funding 
body 

Developer  

Project archives  

Physical Archive 
Exists? 

No  

Physical Archive 
recipient 

n/a  

Digital Archive 
recipient 

LAARC  

Digital Media 
available 

''Images raster / digital photography'',''Text''  

Paper Archive 
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LAARC  

Paper Media 
available 

''Correspondence'',''Plan'',''Report''  
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Appendix 2: Index of Digital Photographs 
 

 
6431-001 

Crisp Road Block. Facing SW 
6431-002 

Crisp Road Block. Facing S 
6431-003 

Crisp Road Block. Facing SE 

 
6431-004 

Three Storey Block. Facing S 
6431-005 

Generator Block. Facing S 
6431-006 

Generator Block. Facing S 

 
6431-007 

Thames Frontage. Facing N 
6431-008 

Thames Frontage. Facing NE 

 
6431-009 

Three Storey Block. Facing SE 

 
6431-010 

Three Storey Block and Gwynnes' 
Factory. Facing E 

6431-011 
Studio 2: Weighting a Camera Boom. 

Facing S 

6431-012 
Studio 1. Facing S 
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6431-013 

Studio 1. Facing S 
6431-014 

Studio 1. Facing SW 
6431-015 

Studio 1. Facing NW 

 
6431-016 

Studio 1. Facing N 
6431-017 

Studio 1. Facing NE 
6431-018 

Studio 1. Facing E 

 
6431-019 

Studio 1 Lighting Grid. Facing NE 

 
6431-020 

Studio 1 River Terrace Entrance. Facing 
S 

 
6431-021 

Studio 1 Box Truss Pier. Facing SW 

 
6431-022 

Studio 1 Ventillation Ducts. Facing S 
6431-023 

Studio 1 Gwynnes' Factory Entrance. 
Facing SW 

6431-024 
Studio 1 Gwynnes' Factory Entrance. 

Facing NE 
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6431-025 

Studio 1 Exposed Wall. Facing NW 
6431-026 

Studio 1 Exposed Wall. Facing NW 

 
6431-027 

Studio 1: Stair to Production Suite. 
Facing S 

 
6431-028 

Studio 1. Facing NW 
6431-029 

Studio 1 Box Truss. Facing N 
6431-030 

Studio 1 Blocked Window. Facing W 

 
6431-031 

Studio 1 Lighting Grid. Facing NE 

 
6431-032 

Studio 1 Lighting Grid Support. Facing 
SE 

6431-033 
Studio 1 Gantry. Facing NE 

 
6431-034 

Studio 1 Blocked Window. Facing NE 
6431-035 

Studio 1: Sweeping Top of the Pops 
Confetti. Facing E 

6431-036 
Studio 1. Facing S 
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6431-037 

Studio 1: Lighting Grid and Gantry. 
Facing SW 

6431-038 
Studio 1: Lighting Grid and Roof Truss. 

Facing SW 

6431-039 
Studio 1: Second Floor Balcony. Facing 

S 

 
6431-040 

Studio 1 Lighting Grid. Facing NW 
6431-041 

Studio 1 Green Room. Facing S 
6431-042 

Studio 1 Server Room. Facing SE 

 
6431-043 

Studio 1 Sound Control Room. Facing 
SE 

6431-044 
Studio 1 Sound Control Room. Facing S 

6431-045 
Studio 3. Facing NE 

 
6431-046 

Studio 3. Facing SW 
6431-047 

Studio 3. Facing SW 
6431-048 

Studio 3 Lighting Grid. Facing NW 
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6431-049 

Studio 3 River Terrace Entrance. Facing 
NW 

6431-050 
Studio 2. Facing W 

6431-051 
Studio 2 Lighting Grid. Facing W 

 
6431-052 

Studio 2. Facing N 
6431-053 

Studio 2. Facing E 
6431-054 

Studio 2 Set Detail. Facing SW 

 
6431-055 

Generator Block: Ground Floor Store. 
Facing NW 

 
6431-056 

Generator Block: Abutting Gwynnes' 
Factory. Facing E 

 
6431-057 

Generator Block: Ground Floor Store. 
Facing SE 

 
6431-058 

Generator Block: Ground Floor 
Workshop. Facing SE 

 
6431-059 

Generator Block: Detail of Store. Facing 
SW 

 
6431-060 

Generator Block: Stair to First Floor. 
Facing NW 
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6431-061 

Generator Block: First Floor Recreation. 
Facing SW 

6431-062 
Generator Block: First Floor Recreation. 

Facing SE 

6431-063 
Generator Block: First Floor Workshop. 

Facing SE 

 
6431-064 

Generator Block: First Floor Kitchen. 
Facing NW 

6431-065 
Studio 2: Gwynnes' Factory Internal Wall. 

Facing SE 

6431-066 
Studio 2. Facing S 

 
6431-067 

Studio 2. Facing SW 

 
6431-068 

Studio 2: Doorway to Three Storey Block. 
Facing N 

 
6431-069 

Studio 2: Doorway to Three Storey Block. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-070 

Studio 2: Make-Up and Wardrobe. 
Facing SE 

 
6431-071 

Three Storey Block: Doorway to Studio 2. 
Facing SW 

 
6431-072 

Corridor to Studio 2 Dressing Rooms. 
Facing SE 
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6431-073 

Studio 2 Dressing Room. Facing E 
6431-074 

Studio 2 Dressing Room: Ceiling Detail. 
Facing E 

 
6431-075 

 Three Storey Block: NW Stair. Facing 
SW 

 
6431-076 

 Three Storey Block: NW Stair. Facing 
NW 

 
6431-077 

 Three Storey Block: First Floor Corridor. 
Facing SE 

6431-078 
Three Storey Block: First Floor Office. 

Facing N 

 
6431-079 

Three Storey Block: First Floor Office. 
Facing SW 

 
6431-080 

Three Storey Block: First Floor Office. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-081 

Three Storey Block: First Floor Office. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-082 

 Three Storey Block: First Floor Corridor. 
Facing SE 

 
6431-083 

 Three Storey Block: Electrical Switches. 
Facing W 

 
6431-084 

 Three Storey Block: Doorway to Cinema. 
Facing SW 
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6431-085 

Cinema: First Floor Plant Room 
Entrance. Facing NW 

 
6431-086 

Cinema: Film Poster Storage. Facing SW

 
6431-087 

Cinema: First Floor Office. Facing S 

 
6431-088 

Cinema: First Floor Plant Room. Facing 
W 

 
6431-089 

Cinema: First Floor Plant Room. Facing 
S 

 
6431-090 

 Three Storey Block: SE Stair. Facing S 

 
6431-091 

 Three Storey Block: SE Stair. Facing S 

 
6431-092 

 Three Storey Block: SE Stair. Facing N 

 
6431-093 

Crisp Road Block/Three Storey Block 
Walkway. Facing SE 

 
6431-094 

Crisp Road Block/Three Storey Block 
Walkway. Facing SE 

 
6431-095 

Crisp Road Block/Three Storey Block 
Walkway. Facing E 

 
6431-096 

Crisp Road Block/Three Storey Block 
Walkway. Facing NW 
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6431-097 

Crisp Road Block: First Floor Office. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-098 

Crisp Road Block: First Floor Office. 
Facing SW 

6431-099 
Studio 2: Lighting Gallery. Facing S 

 
6431-100 

Cinema: Void Beneath Banked Seating. 
Facing SW 

6431-101 
Studio 2: Production Gallery. Facing W 

6431-102 
Studio 2: Production Gallery. Facing N 

 
6431-103 

Studio 2: Production Gallery. Facing SW 

 
6431-104 

Cinema Projection Room Entrance. 
Facing SW 

6431-105 
Cinema Projection Room. Facing NW 

 
6431-106 

Cinema Projection Room. Facing SE 
6431-107 

Detail of Film Editing Reel. Facing NW 
6431-108 

Cinema Projection Equipment. Facing 
SW 
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6431-109 

Cinema Projection Room: Film Reels. 
Facing SE 

6431-110 
 Three Storey Block: SE Stair. Facing E 

6431-111 
Second Floor: Corridor to Cinema. 

Facing SW 

 
6431-112 

Second Floor: Cinema Reception. Facing 
S 

6431-113 
Cinema. Facing SW 

 
6431-114 

Cinema. Facing NW 

 
6431-115 

Cinema: Ushers' Seats. Facing E 

 
6431-116 

Cinema. Facing SW 
6431-117 

Cinema. Facing NE 

 
6431-118 

Cinema. Facing E 
6431-119 

Cinema Opening Plaque. Facing W 

 
6431-120 

Cinema: Store Behind Screen. Facing 
SW 
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6431-121 

Cinema: Store Behind Screen. Facing SE 

 
6431-122 

Cinema: Detail of 1933 Fixtures. Facing 
SW 

 
6431-123 

Roof of Southeastern Block. Facing E 

 
6431-124 

Cinema: Rear of Screen. Facing NW 

 
6431-125 

Southeastern Block: Riverside Frontage. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-126 

Thameside Block. Facing N 

 
6431-127 

River Terrace: Boundary Wall. Facing SE 

 
6431-128 

Thameside Block. Facing NW 

 
6431-129 

River Terrace and Thameside Block. 
Facing NW 

 
6431-130 

View from River Terrace. Facing W 
6431-131 

View from River Terrace. Facing SW 

 
6431-132 

Thameside Block. Facing N 
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6431-133 

River Terrace: Entrance to Scenery 
Dock. Facing NW 

 
6431-134 

Generator Block: BBC-Era Switches. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-135 

Generator Block: Ventillation Plant. 
Facing SE 

 
6431-136 

Generator Block. Facing NE 

 
6431-137 

Three Storey Block: First Floor Archive. 
Facing NW 

 
6431-138 

Studio 2 Dressing Room: Ceiling Detail. 
Facing SW 

 
6431-139 

Studio 2 Dressing Room. Facing NE 
6431-140 

Main Reception. Facing N 
6431-141 

Main Reception: Café. Facing E 

 
6431-142 

Main Reception. Facing SW 
6431-143 

Main Reception. Facing W 

 
6431-144 

Main Reception. Facing SW 
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6431-145 

Main Reception: Entrance to Studio 3. 
Facing NW 

6431-146 
Main Reception: Passage to Bar. Facing 

SW 

6431-147 
Hatches to Former Reception. Facing W 

 
6431-148 

Main Reception: Entrance to Bar. Facing 
SW 

 
6431-149 

Main Reception: Entrance to Cinema. 
Facing SE 

6431-150 
Public Bar. Facing SW 

 
6431-151 

Public Bar. Facing N 
6431-152 

Public Bar. Facing E 
6431-153 

Public Bar. Facing S 

 
6431-154 

Public Bar: Art Gallery. Facing W 
6431-155 

Public Bar: Entrance to Studio 1 & 2. 
Facing SW 

 
6431-156 

Public Bar: Detail of Ceiling. Facing SW 
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6431-157 

Public Bar. Facing SW 
6431-158 

Ground Floor WC: BBC-Era Door Swing. 
Facing W 

 
6431-159 

Corridor to Studio 1 Dressing Rooms. 
Facing SW 

 
6431-160 

Public Bar Store Room. Facing NW 

 
6431-161 

Studio 1 Dressing Room. Facing E 

 
6431-162 

Studio 1 Dressing Room. Facing S 

 
6431-163 

Studio 1 Make-Up. Facing SE 
6431-164 

Studio 1 Client Production Office. Facing 
N 

6431-165 
Studio 1 Client Production Office. Facing 

E 

 
6431-166 

Southeastern Block: NE Stair. Facing NE 

 
6431-167 

Corridor through Studio 1 Production 
Suite. Facing SW 

 
6431-168 

Studio 1 Production Suite: Stair to 
Cinema. Facing NE 
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6431-169 

Studio 1: Audio-Visual Room. Facing SW 
6431-170 

Studio 1: VT & EVS Room. Facing SW 

 
6431-171 

Southeastern Block: SW Stair. Facing S 

 
6431-172 

Studio 1: Sound Control Room. Facing N 

 
6431-173 

Corridor through Studio 1 Production 
Suite. Facing SW 

6431-174 
Studio 1: Vision Control Room. Facing E 

 
6431-175 

Studio 1: Production Control Room. 
Facing SE 

 
6431-176 

Studio 1: Production Control Room. 
Facing SW 

 
6431-177 

Studio 1: Server Room. Facing SE 

 
6431-178 

Studio 1: Green Room. Facing S 
6431-179 

Studio 1: Dismantling Scenery. Facing N 
6431-180 

Studio 1: Roof Trusses and Lighting Grid. 
Facing NE 
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6431-181 

Studio 1 Roof: Ventillation Duct & 
Insulation. Facing SW 

 
6431-182 

Studio 1 Roof: Ventillation Duct & 
Insulation. Facing W 

6431-183 
Studio 1: Lighting Grid. Facing W 

 
6431-184 

Studio 1:Roof Trusses and Access 
Gantry. Facing SW 

6431-185 
Studio 1: Stair to Production Suite. 

Facing SE 

6431-186 
Studio 1: Exposed Wall. Facing NW 

 
6431-187 

Studio 1: Exposed Wall. Facing N 
6431-188 

Studio 1 Scenery Transit Dock. Facing 
NW 

6431-189 
Studio 1 Scenery Transit Dock. Facing E 

 
6431-190 

Studio 1 Scenery Transit Dock: 
Workshop. Facing S 

 
6431-191 

Studio 1 Scenery Transit Dock: 
Workshop. Facing W 

6431-192 
Studio 1 Scenery Transit Dock. Facing 

NW 
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6431-193 

Studio 1 Scenery Transit Dock. Facing S 

 
6431-194 

Generator Block: Ventillation Louvre. 
Facing NE 

 
6431-195 

Cinema: First Floor Video Library. Facing 
W 

 
6431-196 

Studio 2: Sound Gallery. Facing NW 

 
6431-197 

Studio 2: First Floor Gantry. Facing NE 

 
6431-198 

Studio 2: First Floor Gantry. Facing NW 

 
6431-199 

Studio 2. Facing N 
6431-200 

Studio 2: Lighting Grid Bowstring Truss. 
Facing N 

6431-201 
Studio 2: Lighting Grid Bowstring Truss. 

Facing SE 

 
6431-202 

Studio 2: Roof Truss. Facing E 
6431-203 

Studio 2: First Floor Gantry. Facing E 
6431-204 

Studio 2. Facing S 



© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

 

 
6431-205 

Rehearsal Room. Facing SE 
6431-206 

Rehearsal Room. Facing SE 

 
6431-207 

Rehearsal Room. Facing NW 

 
6431-208 

Three Storey Block: Roofspace Tanks. 
Facing W 

6431-209 
Three Storey Block: Roofspace. Facing 

NW 

6431-210 
Southeastern Block: Second Floor Office. 

Facing SW 

 
6431-211 

Southeastern Block: Second Floor Office. 
Facing NE 

6431-212 
SE Block: Second Floor Office Plant 

Capping. Facing W 

 
6431-213 

Cinema: SE External Elevation. Facing 
NE 

 
6431-214 

Cinema: SE External Elevation Window. 
Facing NW 

 
6431-215 

Thameside Block: Ground Floor Office. 
Facing NW 

6431-216 
Thameside Block: Ground Floor Office. 

Facing SW 
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6431-217 

Thameside Block: First Floor Office. 
Facing NE 

6431-218 
Thameside Block: First Floor Office. 

Facing NE 

6431-219 
Thameside Block: First Floor Office. 

Facing SW 

 
6431-220 

Generator Block: High Voltage Intake 
Room. Facing SW 

6431-221 
Generator Block: High Voltage Intake 

Room. Facing S 

6431-222 
Generator Block: HV Intake First Floor. 

Facing SW 

 
6431-223 

Generator Block: HV Intake First Floor. 
Facing N 

 
6431-224 

Three Storey Block. Facing W 

 
6431-225 

Cinema and Lift Shaft. Facing W 

 
6431-226 

Three Storey Block & Crisp Road Block. 
Facing N 

 
6431-227 

Crisp Road Block. Facing N 
6431-228 

SE Boundary Wall. Facing SW 
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6431-229 

Three Storey Block: NW Stair. Facing 
NW 

 
6431-230 

Three Storey Block: Second Floor Office. 
Facing NE 

6431-231 
Three Storey Block: Second Floor Office. 

Facing N 

 
6431-232 

Three Storey Block: Second Floor Office. 
Facing NW 

 
6431-233 

Studio 1 Scenery Dock: 1st Floor Office. 
Facing SW 

6431-234 
Queens Wharf. Facing NE 

 
6431-235 

Queens Wharf. Facing E 
6431-236 

Queens Wharf. Facing SE 
6431-237 

Queens Wharf. Facing E 

 
6431-238 

Queens Wharf. Facing SE 
6431-239 

Queens Wharf. Facing S 
6431-240 

Queens Wharf. Facing W 
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6431-241 

Queens Wharf. Facing SW 

 
6431-242 

Boundary wall between Queens Wharf 
and Riverside Studios. Facing SW
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