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Abstract

Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of the Centre for
Applied Archaeology (CAA), Institute of Archaeology (IoA), University College
London (UCL) undertook an archaeological evaluation on land at Morgan
House, Takeley.

Three trenches were excavated within those parts of the site identified as
holding some potential for the presence of buried archaeological remains.
The evaluation established that modern truncation and disturbance have
affected the site; earlier soils had evidently been removed and areas of
modern make-up laid down during the previous development.

Over the majority of the site the modern truncation extended to the depth of
the natural clay, although at the far north end of site a thin layer of remnant
subsoil survived beneath the later modern deposits. This layer contained
small fragments of charcoal and seemingly modern brick or tile. Modern
features comprised a drainage trench in trench 1 and several irregularly
shaped pits in trench 2 which contained substantial quantities of modern
material such as brick rubble, concrete, glass and metal. A recent tree line
was also evident along the eastern edge of trenches 2 and 3. No
archaeological remains were found in the trenches.

The archaeological potential of the site is judged to be very low. It is therefore
considered that the redevelopment of the site will have only a low to negligible
impact upon the heritage resource of this location.
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INTRODUCTION

Site Background

In June 2014, Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of the
Centre for Appli ed Archaeology (CAA), Institute of Archaeology (loA),
University College London (UCL) undertook an archaeological evaluation on
land at Morgan House, Dunmow Road, Takeley, in advance of proposed
residential development.

Location, Topography and Geology

The site lies on the north s ide of the B1256 Dunmow Road (formally the
A120) which follows the line of Stane Street, which was originally the Roman
road from Braughing to Colchester. The 0.12ha development area comprises
the former site and grounds of a large frontage property with ass ociated
outbuildings. (NGR TL 5710 2120). It is bounded bya small area of
woodland on the edge o f the Priors Green residential development to the
north and by residential properties to the east and west.

The site lies at roughly 97m AOD, on level ground. The superficial geology of
the site is mapped by the British Geological Survey as comprising glacial tills
of the Lowestoft Formation above an underlying bedrock of London Clay
(British Geological Survey © NERC 2014).

Planning Background

A planning application (UTT/1736/09) was s ubmitted to Uttle sford District
Council in December 2009 for the e rection of four dwellings with associated
garages and access. Asthe site lies within an area highlighted by the
Historic Environment Record as havingth e potential for arc haeological
deposits to be present, ECC Pla ce Services, in their capacity as
archaeological advisors to the local planning authority, recommended that an
archaeological condition be attached to any grant of planning consent.

The archaeological recommendation was based upon guidance given in the
National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012) and the condition duly
attached to consent states that:

No development, or preliminary groundworks, of any kind shall take place
until the applicant has secured the implementation of a programme of
archaeological work and recording in accordance with a written scheme of
investigation which has been submitted by the applicant, and approved by the
planning authority.

A brief was issued by t he ECC Place Services Historic Environment team
(ECC HE) stipulating th e requirement for archaeol ogical trial-trenching and
excavation at the site (dated May 2014). A Written Sc heme of Investigation
(WSI) was subsequently prepared by ASE (dated June 2014) and approved
by ECC Place Services prior to the commencement of works.

Certain aspects of the development commenced prior to a ny archaeological
works being commissioned, principally the laying of foundations in three of
the four house plots. The brief and subsequent WSI therefore cover only the
evaluation of the remaining undeveloped house plot and the new access road
(Figure 1).
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The results of this e valuation will be used to inform deci sions as to the need
for, and extent of, any further arc haeological work required in order to
mitigate the impact of the development on any remains thatare present
where a design solution cannot be implemented to ensure their preservation
in-situ.

Scope of Report

This report details the results of archaeological evaluation of an area of land
prior to its development. It also assesses the archaeological potential of the
site. The fieldwork was carried out by Adam Dyson (Archaeologist) between
the 9th and 10th June 2014, and was managed by Adrian Scruby.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The site is located within the vicinity of a number of known arc haeological
sites. Evidence for prehistoric and medieval occupation was found in a
number of areas across the nearby Priors Green development site (HER
46298). Prehistoric activity was represented from the Early Neolithic through
to the Iron Age. Early Neolithic features point towards low level agricultural
activity together with flint tool man ufacturing and the proces sing of animal
hides and carcasses. Tentative structural remains were a Iso revealed. At
least periodic use of the site continued throughout the prehistoric period with
much of it taking place from the Early Bronze Age through to the Iron Age,
during which time a serie s of waterholes were dug. Middle Iron Age activity
is indicated by boundaries, probably associated with large enclosures for
stock keeping (Germany et al forthcoming).

The development site is set close to the road frontage of the former A120,
which follows the line of Roman Stane Street, running from Brau ghing to
Colchester (HER 4698). This was a major routeway through the area in both
the Roman and later periods. Only a low level of Roman act ivity was
indicated within the Priors Green development area, although a watering hole
together with field boundaries running parallel with and p erpendicular to
Stane Street indicate agricultural activity. A lack of Late Roman or Saxon
remains perhaps implies that the site had reverted to woodland during this
period, with activity resumi ng in the medieval period. Me dieval activity is
represented by post-built structures, a probable stock enclosure and se veral
phases of strip fields. The medie val moated site of ‘Jacks Green’ is
preserved within the hous ing estate and was probably t he principal local
medieval settlement (Germany et al forthcoming).

Road-side settlements of Roman and medieval date have been identified
elsewhere in the Takeley/Little Canfield area, both immediately adjacent to
and set-back from the road. However the nearby evaluation sites of Pallet
Yard (Robertson 2006), appro ximately 150m to the wes t, and The Rest
(Germany 2009 and 2010), approximately 350m to the east, did not contain
any archaeological remains.
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Regarding post-medieval settlement, analysis of histo ric cartographic
evidence provides specific information on the development area itself. The
site is shown to be devoid of structures until at least the mi d 1890s
(Ordnance Survey 1:2500, published 1897). By the early 1920s the current
property boundaries have been e stablished and two buildings are depicted
close to the road (1920 OS 1:2500). The 197 0 map depicts what appear to
be the same two buildings but with a westerly extension to the eas tern
building bridging the gap between the two. By this point the buildings are
labelled as ‘garage’ (1970 OS 1:2500).

The Morgan House site has not beeninvest igated before although
developments at the neighb ouring ploto f West View Cottaget o the
immediate eastofth e site have recently undergone archaeological
monitoring. Despite the high potential for surviving remains due to the site’s
position close tothe road, nod eposits or features of  archaeological
significance were identified (Letch. forthcoming).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHOD

Project Aims and Objectives

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the presence or
absence of any archaeological remains within the site and to establish their
character, location, extent, date, quality and significance. Any archaeological
remains uncovered by the evaluation would also be as sessed against the
wider background of previous fieldwork in the area.

To help achieve this aim, specifically identified objectives were:

¢ to identify any Roman or Medieval settlement evidence associated with
the road;

o to identify any occupation of medieval date related to the adjacent
deposits in Priors Green. The origins and development of different rural
settlement types and the dynamics of medieval settlement have been
identified as a topic for further research (Medlycott 2011, 70).

In the event that significant discoveries were made the sub sequent report
was to seek to identify appropriate research objectives for any fut ure work,
with reference to those laid out in Research and Archaeology: a Framework
for the Eastern Counties, 2. research agenda and strategy (Brown and
Glazebrook 2000) and Research and Archaeology Revisited: a revised
framework for the East of England (Medlycott 2011).

Fieldwork Method

The evaluation method comprised the machine excavation under
archaeological supervision of two trenches measuring approximately 10m
long and a third measuring approximately 15m long, all trenches measured
between 1.6 and 1.8m wide. Thet renches were located over the areas of
proposed development; trench 1 over the proposed building plot at the north
end of the site, and trenches 2 and 3 along the proposed access route along
the eastern side of the site (Figure 1). The trenches were accurately located
using Global Positioning System (GPS) survey equipment.
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The trenches were mechanically excavated using a toothless ditching bucket.
Excavation was undertaken to the surface of natural geology. On completion
of the work, backfilling and compaction were left to the discretion of the client
but subsequent to the agre ement of the ECC P lace Services monitoring
officer.

Standard ASE excavation, artefact collection and recording methodologies
were employed throughout, with all work carried out in accordance with the
IfA (Institute for Archaeologists) Code of Conduct, by-laws and guidelines (IfA
2008, 2010) and in compliance with Standards for Field Archaeology in the
East of England (Gurney 2003).

All stratigraphy was recorded using the ASE context recording system, with
all exposed archaeological features and deposits reco rded and e xcavated,
except obviously modern features and disturbances.

Where required, a 50% s ample of all contained features was e xcavated.
Post-medieval and modern features were excavated as necessary in order to
establish their date and sign ificance. Features were e xcavated using hand
tools and planned using digital survey equipment. A digital photographic
record was created.

Archive

The site archive is currently held at the offices of ASE and will be deposited
at Saffron Walden museum in due course. The contents of the archive are
tabulated below (Table 1).

Number of Contexts 6
No. of files/paper record 1
No. of plan and sections sheets 0
Photographs 9 (colour digital)
Bulk finds 0

Table 1: Quantification of site archive

RESULTS

Summary

The dimensions of the trench es varied. Trench 1 (Figure 2) measured 10m
long by 1.7m wide and reached a maximum depth of 0.8m; trench 2 (Figure
3) measured 14.2m long by 1.6m wide and reached a maximum depth of
0.56m; and trench 3 (Figure 4) measured 11.5m long by 1.6m wi de and
reached a maximum depth of 0.54m.

Archaeological remains were not encountered in any of the trenches. The
data regarding all recorded contexts can be found in appendix 1.

The only identified features were of modern date, and consisted of an east to
west field drain in trench 1 and a scattering of small and irregular modern pits
in trench 2. These pits were all cut from within the modern made ground and
all had dark loose fills which contained modern refuse such as plastic, metal
pottery and glass.
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The remains of a recent tree line was also evident along the eastern edge of
trenches 2 and 3.

No finds or environmental samples judged to have significant potential for
analysis were identified; consequently none we re recovered duringt he
evaluation.

Description of recorded contexts

The existing ground surface was a layer of modern made ground of mixed
composition including mid to dark grey silty clay and demolit ion rubble
including concrete, glass, ceramic building material (CBM), plastic and metal.
The made ground was present in al | four trenches and was appro ximately
0.2-0.56m thick, it was recorded as [1/001], [2/001], [2/002], and [3/001] The
upper most 0.2-0.3m in trench 2, included more compact deposits of flint
cobbles and chalky clay which may be the remnants of a modern yard
surface [2/001]. On the east side of the site, and es pecially towards the
south end, recent de molition activity had reduced the ground level by
approximately 0.2-0.4m prior to the archaeological investigation (Figure 5).

Beneath the modern made ground but only present in trench 1 was a cleaner
layer, [1/002] measuring 0.2-0.3m thick. It was a mid grey brown, compact
silty clay with moderate CBM and charcoal flecks. It appe ars to be modern
and may represent a cultivation layer predating the development of the site in
the early 20th century.

The natural geol ogy was present at the bas e of all three trenches and
comprised light orange y ellow, compact chalky clay. It wasrec orded as
[1/003], [2/003] and [3/002].

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Overview of stratigraphic sequence

The evaluation has demonstrated that modern disturbance and truncation
has occurred in the nor thern and e astern areas of the site. Although n ot
investigated we can posit that this truncation was more w idespread and is
likely to have similarly affected much of the remainder of the site. The south
end is likely to have been highly disturbed by the former frontage building. In
trenches 2 and 3 along the eastern side of the site, deposits relating to this
truncation are all that survives above the level of natural geology. In trench 1
a relatively thin cultivation layer survives above the natural geology. This is
seemingly modern in date but nevertheless reveals the north end of site to be
less disturbed.

Consideration of research aims

The evaluation has achieved its aimb y determining the absence of
archaeological remains within the site. Con sequently the more specific
objectives of identifying Roman or medieval settlement evidence associated
with the road or the Priors Green deposits could not achieved.
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5.2.2 The presence of modern truncation across the site means that archaeological
remains may once have been present but have since been lost. However the
relatively shallow depth of the truncation, combined with the lack of even
trace remains of deeper archaeological features or residual artefacts
suggests that the evaluation results reliably reflect the former archaeological
content of the site as a whole.

5.2.3 The results from this evaluation appear to conform to a general trend for this
vicinity. De spite their perceived potential, sites located along the northern
frontage of Roman Stane Street in the east Takeley/Little Canfield area (2.3)
are shown to be generally devoid of archaeological remains.

5.3 Conclusions

5.3.1 The evaluation revealed an absence of archaeological remains. It is
therefore judged that the ongoing redevelopment of the site will have a low to
negliable impact upon the heritage resource of this location.
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Appendix 1

Trench Number | Context Type Description Deposit Thickness (m) Height (m AOD)

1 [1/001] Layer Modern made ground 04-05 96.94 (N end)
96.79 (S end)

1 [1/002] Layer Subsaoil 0.2-0.3 -

1 [1/003] - Natural - 96.13 (N end)
96.20 (S end)

2 [2/001] Layer Modern made ground (compact) 0.2-0.3 96.62 (N end)
96.85 (S end)

2 [2/002] Layer Modern made ground 0.26 — 0.36 -

2 [2/003] - Natural - 96.06 (N end)
96.25 (S end)

3 [3/001] Layer Modern made ground 0.46 — 0.54 96.88 (N end)
97.15 (S end)

3 [3/002] - Natural - 96.40 (N end)
96.64 (S end)

Table 2: List of recorded contexts
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Appendix 2: HER Summary Form

Site name/Address: Land at Morgan House, Dunmow Road, Takeley, Essex

Parish: Takeley District: Uttlesford

NGR: TL 57100 21200 Site Code: TAMH 14

Type of Work: Site Director/Group:
Archaeological Evaluation A. Dyson, Archaeology South-East
Date of Work: 9-10 June 2014 Size of Area Investigated: 0.12ha
Location of Finds/Curating Museum: Funding source:

Saffron Walden Museum Landowner/developer

Further Seasons Anticipated?: No Related HER Nos: n/a

Final Report: EAH roundup OASIS No: 181111

Periods Represented: Modern

SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:

Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of the Centre for Applied
Archaeology (CAA), Institute of Archaeology (loA), University College London (UCL)
undertook an archaeological evaluation on land at Morgan House, Takeley.

Three trenches were excavated within those parts of the site identified as holding some
potential for the presence of buried archaeological remains. The evaluation established
that modern truncation and disturbance have affected the site; earlier soils had evidently
been removed and areas of modern make-up laid down during the previous development.

Over the majority of the site the modern truncation extended to the depth of the natural
clay, although at the far north end of site a thin layer of remnant subsoil survived beneath
the later modern deposits. This layer contained small fragments of charcoal and
seemingly modern brick or tile. Modern features comprised a drainage trench in trench 1
and several irregularly shaped pits in trench 2 which contained substantial quantities of
modern material such as brick rubble, concrete, glass and metal. A recent tree line was
also evident along the eastern edge of trenches 2 and 3. No archaeological remains were
found in the trenches.

Previous Summaries/Reports:
None

Author of Summary: A. Dyson | Date of Summary: June 2014
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affected the site; earlier soils had evidently been removed and areas of
modern make-up laid down during the pr evious development. Over the
majority of the site these extended to the depth of the natural clay, whereas
at the far north end of site a thin | ayer of remnant subsoil survived beneath
the later modern deposits. This layer contained small fragments of charcoal
and seemingly modern brick or tile. No archaeological remains were found in
the trenches.
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