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Abstract

Archaeology South-East was commissioned by CgMs. to undertake an archaeological 
evaluation in advance of the proposed development of land west of New Barn Lane, 
Bersted, West Sussex. Thirty trenches were excavated.

The evaluation identified archaeological features in 13 of the 30 trenches. The features 
were predominantly located in the central-southern part of the site. Those features that 
were excavated appear to be mostly of an Earlier Iron Age date, comprising ditches 
most likely forming a field system(s) possibly relating to livestock management, 
although a fair quantity of discrete features including postholes and pits were also 
found, as were two cremations which also suggest occupation activity. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Site Background
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1.2 Geology and Topography
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1.3 Planning Background
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No development shall take place within the area indicated until the applicant 
has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in 
accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted 
by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.

Reason: The site is of archaeological significance in accordance with Arun   
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 Introduction
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2.2  Prehistoric 
��
�5�5�� �� ��*,��� 4��*��$�	�� ��9�� ��� ��$��
�
� 
��*	%� �� ���2� ��$������%*$���

�������*�	� 6)�����
���$������%&� ���27� ������*.����&� /��.� 	����'���� ���
����*��5�+�������	$�����$���$�����*��*	�*��
���*���%%�����������	�*�������
���*���� ��� ��*
�	$�� �����*	%� ��� ��.*	*
� �$�*�*�&5� )���� ,&�� �� ��*
���� 8*
'
4������*��*$���	
��������%.�	�������$��
�
5��

��
�5�5�� ��.������.,��%���������&�����*��*$�������&����
��	
������%����.,��%��

������9�
���*	��*	$��
*	%�
�,*��%�������$��
�
����.���
*�$��
��*	%��������2�
��$������%*$��� �������*�	� ������*.����&� "��.� 	����� ��� ���� *��5� (	
���
�
��������$����,&�$���
�����,�����*.*����
���5�>	��

*�*�	��������������*,���
����*��*$�
������� ���	
� *	����*�����	%��*������$9��	
�,��	�� ��*	��
��*	%��	�
��$������%*$����������*�	�������*.����&�10�.�	����'�����������*�������5��

��
�5�5/� ��*
�	$��������	A���%���$�*�*�&������$��
�
�
��*	%��������2���$������%*$���

�������*�	� $�.��**	%� 
*�$���� �� ��*,��� ,��	�� .��	
�� �������� �	
� �*��
���
�.*	�	��&���$���
�*	�����	������	��������������������*�	������������*.����&�
0��.�	����=	����'�����������*��5��	��	
���
��*	%�
*�$�����*,�&���������%��
�
������.�*	���������	A���%��,������������$��
�
�������*.����&�10�.�����'
�����������*����	�������%����*$����*%����*	���*��*	�����*��5�

��
�5�5!� 4�*,��� ����*���*$� .��	
� ����� ��$��
�
� 
��*	%� �� ���9����� ����&�

������*.����&�10�.�	����'�����������*��5������%����$������%*$����������*�	�
�	���	
����	����������
�������*.����&�00�.'�9.����=����'�����������*���
��$��
�
���*
�	$��������	A���%���$$����*�	�$�.��**	%�
*�$��
��*��
�&��.��
��$��.��*�	���	��,��	��.��	
��
*�$��
����$9��&���*����������5���*
�	$��
���$�	�*	���*�	�����$�*�*�&�*	�������>��	��%�����*�
����*
�	�*�*�
5���$������%*$���
*	���*%��*�	������%	���)�..�	*�&�)����%��������*.����&� ��.�����'����
�������*�����$��
�
���*
�	$���������������	A���%�=>��	��%���*��
�&��.��	
�
��$*���
����	
�����5��

��
�5�50� ��	�.,������ >��	��%��
*�$����	
��*������� ���� ��$��
�
�
��*	%� �������2�

�������*�	�����*$�����&�$�	$�	�����
�*	�����	������	��������������������*�	������
������*.����&� 10�.� 	����'���� ��� ���� *��� �%%��*	%� 	���,&� >��	� �%��
�����.�	�� �$�*�*�&5� �� ��*,��� �������&� ��� ��$��
�
� ������*.����&� /��.�
����'���� �	
� �� 
*�$�� $�	��*	*	%� �� �,��	�*��� ��.,��%�� ��� ������&�
��$��
�
� ������*.����&� 0��.� ����'���� ��� ���� ��
&� �%%���.�&� �����
,��	�������$������$$����*�	5�>��	��%��������&����
������
*$�����
�
��*	%�
���
��*
�	*	%����9�������*.����&�10�.�������������*��5�

�
�



Archaeology South-East
��������	
���������������	���	��������������
������������

������������������ �!"�
�

#���$������%&������'����()��
/�

�

2.3 Roman 
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2.6 Geophysical Survey 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY
�
3.1 Fieldwork Methodology
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4.0 RESULTS

4.1� Geology and Overburden 
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4.2 Trench 1
��

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.3 Trench 12
�

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.4 Trench 13
�

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.5 Trench 15
�

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.6 Trench 16
�

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.7 Trench 17

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD

�1=���� ��&��� +���*�� ���	$�� ���	$�� �5�"'�5�"� !5 �'!52��
�1=���� ��&��� ��,�*�� ���	$�� ���	$�� �5��'�5�"� �
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4.8 Trench 18 
�

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.9 Trench 19

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD

�2=���� ��&��� +���*�� ���	$�� ���	$�� �5��'�5�!� !5 �'!5  �
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�2=��/� ;���*�� ��*$9������ ���	$�� ���	$�� �5�"'�5�"� �
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4.10 Trench 21

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD

��=���� ��&��� +���*�� ���	$�� ���	$�� �5�"'�5�"� !51"'!5 ��
��=���� ��&��� ��,�*�� ���	$�� ���	$�� �5��'�5�"� �
��=��/� ;���*�� ��*$9������ ���	$�� ���	$�� �5� '�5��� �
��=��!� ��&��� �������� ���	$�� ���	$�� �� !5� '!5���
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4.11 Trench 22

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.12 Trench 23

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.13 Trench 24

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.14 Trench 30

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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4.15 Archaeologically Negative Trenches 
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6.2 Results and Discussion
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7.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

7.1 Overview of stratigraphic sequence
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7.3 Discussion of archaeological remains by period
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Appendix 1: Archaeologically negative trenches

Context Type Interpretation
Length 
m

Width 
m

Depth m Height 
m AOD
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Trench 1 plan, sections and photographs
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Trench 1 looking south

[1/005] as excavated
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Trench 16 plan, sections and photographs
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Trench 16 facing north

[16/007] as excavated

[16/005] as excavated
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Trench 17 plan, sections and photographs

Drawn by: SC/JC
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Trench 17 facing south-east

[17/010] and [17/008 as excavated

[17/005] as excavated

[17/012] as excavated
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Trench 19 plan, sections and photographs

Drawn by: SC/JC
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New Barn Lane, North Bersted
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Trench 19 facing north

[19/005] as excavated



21/005

491638, 101009

491632, 101027

0 2m

Section 1.26

21/007

21/005
21/006

NW SE

Section 1.26

4.27mOD

0 0.5m

Fig. 11
Project Ref: 171203 February 2018

Trench 21 plan, sections and photographs
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New Barn Lane, North Bursted

N

Trench 21 looking north

[21/005] as excavated
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Trench 22 plan, sections and photographs

Drawn by: SC/JC
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New Barn Lane, North Bersted

N

Trench 22 looking south

[22/005] as excavated

[22/007] as excavated
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Trench 24 plan, section and photographs
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Trench 24 facing south

[24/005] as excavated
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Trench 30 plan, sections and photographs
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New Barn Lane, North Bersted

N

Trench 30 looking north-east

[30/005] as excavated
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