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Abstract

Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of The Centre for Applied 
Archaeology at the Institute of Archaeology, University College London, was 
commissioned by Holleran Mouchel Parkman Joint Venture (HMPJV) on behalf of 
Southern Water to undertake an archaeological watching brief during the excavation 
of groundworks associated with the construction of a new sewer at the Land West of 
Kemps, Hurstpierpoint. No archaeological deposits were discovered during the 
excavations. The work was undertaken between the 11th December 2007 and the 
19th February 2008. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of the Centre for 
Applied Archaeology, University College London, were commissioned by 
Holleran Mouchel Parkman Joint Venture (HMPJV) on behalf of Southern 
Water to undertake an archaeological watching brief during ground works 
associated with the construction of a new sewer on farmland to the west of 
Kemps, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex (between NGR 527533 116921 to 
527816 117215) (Fig. 1). 

1.2 Following discussions with John Mills, Archaeological Officer, West Sussex 
County Council, it was decided it would be prudent to maintain an 
archaeological watching brief during the excavation of new groundworks until 
it became clear beyond reasonable doubt that no archaeological remains 
were present. A Written Scheme of Investigation for the archaeological 
monitoring was produced by Neil Griffin of ASE (2007), outlining the methods 
to be used during the watching brief. The methodology was agreed with John 
Mills (WSCC) prior to the commencement of work at the site. 

1.3 The on-site monitoring was undertaken by Nick Garland, Sarah Porteus, 
Teresa Hawtin and Paul Riccoboni between the 11th December 2007 and the 
19th February 2008. The project was managed by Neil Griffin (Project 
Manager).
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2.0  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  

2.1 This section of the report incorporates information from the Written Scheme of 
Investigation (Griffin 2007) with due acknowledgement. 

2.2 In 2005 Thames Valley Archaeological Services excavated nineteen trenches 
approximately 60 metres to the south of the proposed development. While no 
archaeological features were discovered, a group of unstratified Middle Saxon 
pottery and a single sherd of abraded Late Iron Age pottery were discovered 
during excavation. A small group of flints (two cores and three flakes) were 
also recovered (Ford 2004). 

2.3 While the flints and the Late Iron Age pottery most probably represent causal 
loss or manuring of farmland, the collection of Saxon pottery may represent 
activity in this area that has since been destroyed by agricultural activity. 

3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

3.1 The objective of the archaeological work was to monitor the excavation of 
groundworks associated with the construction of a new sewer until it became 
clear beyond reasonable doubt that no archaeological remains were present 
(e.g. once excavation reaches undisturbed natural subsoils). This was in order 
to ensure that any archaeological deposits, artefacts or structural elements 
exposed by work associated with the earth-moving were recorded and 
interpreted to appropriate standards. 

3.2 Site specific aims included careful monitoring of the work to obtain more 
evidence of Saxon activity (as discussed in archaeological background) and if 
possible retrieve organic deposits from works associated with two stream 
crossings.

3.3 All excavation was monitored, all sections were examined for the presence of 
archaeological features or deposits and all spoil was scanned for the 
presence of artefacts. All archaeological deposits and stratigraphy 
encountered were recorded according to accepted professional standards 
using Archaeology South-East context record sheets.  

3.4 The Archaeological Officer (WSCC) was to be notified in the event that any 
significant archaeological remains were encountered during the stripping. Any 
decision regarding the best way to proceed in this instance remained with the 
WSCC Archaeologist, John Mills. 
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4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 An archaeologist was present to observe the excavation of approximately 
4000 metres of trenches for pipe work, four cuttings for the location of man 
holes and the excavation of two river crossing points (Fig 2). It was also 
necessary to observe some topsoil stripping in preparation prior to excavation 
taking place. 

4.2 The deposits encountered during excavation included a mid brownish grey 
clay loam topsoil, reaching a depth of approximately 0.2 metres which overlaid 
a mid greyish yellow clay natural subsoil layer. Some modern debris (e.g. 
brick fragments, metal finds) was observed during the excavation of the 
topsoil layer. 

4.3 No archaeological features or deposits were discovered during any of the 
excavations that were undertaken. 

5.0 DISCUSSION 

5.1 It can be assumed considering that no archaeological material was uncovered 
during these works, that there is a low probability that future excavation in this 
location would uncover any archaeological deposits. However, the 
assemblage of Saxon pottery located to the south of the site may still indicate 
possible settlement within the vicinity of the site 

5.2 The relatively shallow depth of the topsoil in this area and the rural nature of 
the site may indicate that ancient deposits that may have once existed in this 
area have since been destroyed, most probably due to deep ploughing. 
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