
ASE
Archaeology South-East

An Archaeological Watching Brief on Land at
East London Mosque, 45 Fieldgate Street, 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets E1

  
Planning Ref: PA/06/00232

 NGR TQ 3435 8162

Project No. 2469
Site Code: EMQ 08

ASE Report No. 2008173
 

KATHRYN GRANT, MSc
With contributions by

Elke Raemen and Gemma Driver

October 2008



An Archaeological Watching Brief on Land at 
East London Mosque, 45 Fieldgate Street,

London Borough of Tower Hamlets E1 

 

Planning Ref: PA/06/00232

 NGR TQ 3435 8162 

Project No. 2469
Site Code: EMQ 08 

ASE Report No. 2008173
OASIS id: archaeol6-49512

KATHRYN GRANT, MSc 
With contributions by 

Elke Raemen and Gemma Driver 

October 2008 

Archaeology South-East 
Units 1 & 2 

2 Chapel Place 
Portslade

East Sussex 
BN41 1DR 

Tel: 01273 426830 
Fax: 01273 420866 

Email: fau@ucl.ac.uk



Archaeology South-East 
East London Mosque: ASE Report No.2008173  

© Archaeology South-East 
i 

Abstract

An archaeological watching brief was maintained during groundworks at East London 

Mosque, 45 Fieldgate Street, London Borough of Tower Hamlets E1 (NGR TQ 3435 

8162). The monitoring was carried out for a period of three days on the 26th and 27th

August, and on the 5th September 2008. The work was commissioned by Piercehill 

Quantity Surveyors on behalf of their client, Bamfords Trust Plc. Three geotechnical 

test-pits were excavated by Ground Engineering under archaeological supervision 

and four boreholes were undertaken, two of which were abandoned due to concrete 

obstructions. Test-Pit 1 was also abandoned due to the presence of thick concrete. 

Test-Pits 2 and 3 were located within the construction cut for a modern wall and a 

modern service trench respectively. One deposit was identified pre-dating the 

construction cut in Test-Pit 2, although no finds were contained within this context for 

dating. Two potentially archaeological deposits were logged in the two successful 

boreholes (1B and 2) approximately 3.6m below ground level. According to the log 

for Borehole 2 the maximum height of natural geology is approximately 10.8m OD.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Site Background  

1.1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of the UCL Centre for 

Applied Archaeology, was commissioned by Piercehill Quantity Surveyors on 

behalf of their client, Bamfords Trust Plc to undertake an archaeological 

watching brief during groundworks for the construction of the new East 

London Mosque building at 45 Fieldgate Street, Borough of Tower Hamlets 

E1 (NGR TQ 3435 8162) (Fig. 1), hereafter referred to as 'the site'.

1.2 Planning Background 
 

1.2.1 A planning application for this development was submitted to and approved 

by the local planning authority, the London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

(Planning ref: PA/06/00232). The Greater London Archaeological Advisory 

Service of English Heritage (GLAAS), in their role as advisor to Tower 

Hamlets Borough Council, recommended that an archaeological condition 

was attached to this planning consent. This condition required that a 

programme of archaeological work was undertaken in advance of 

development works. The watching brief monitoring on geotechnical 

investigations forms the first stage in the archaeological fieldwork to inform 

the design of an archaeological evaluation. 

 

1.2.2 A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) document was prepared for the 

watching brief programme (Dawkes 2008). This outlined the strategy for the 

fieldwork and was followed throughout the watching brief monitoring. 

1.3 Scope of Report 
 

1.3.1 The groundworks were monitored for a period of three days on the 26th 

August, 27th August and 5th September 2008. 

 

1.3.2 This document presents the results of the archaeological watching brief 

monitoring carried out at East London Mosque on the dates stated above. 
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1.3.3 The fieldwork was undertaken by Dylan Hopkinson and Kathryn Grant (Field 

Officers). The project was managed by Giles Dawkes (Project Manager) and 

Louise Rayner (Post-excavation Manager).
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 Location and Geology  
 

2.1.1 The site is bounded to the south by Fieldgate Street, to the west and east by 

buildings and to the north by Whitechapel Road (figures 1 and 2). 

 

2.2 Existing Disturbances 

2.2.1 The test pits were positioned next to existing buildings around the site to 

provide information on foundations (Fig. 2). Due to their positions it was clear 

that inevitably footings and foundations would be revealed.  

 

2.3 Potential

The site was deemed as having archaeological potential for Roman burials 

and the structural remains of early post-medieval urban expansion. There 

was also the possibility that other periods may have been represented. 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Aims 

 

3.1.1 The site specific aims of the archaeological watching brief, as set out in the 

WSI (Dawkes 2008) were as follows: 

 

• What is the depth of the modern made ground on the site? 

• What is the extent of the truncation of the existing buildings? 

• Has the brickearth been truncated? 

• Is there any evidence of organic or waterlogged deposits? 

 • Is there any indication of the date of the deposits? 

 

3.1.2  In this regard, all intrusive groundworks were monitored in order to ensure 

that any features, artefacts or ecofacts of archaeological interest exposed 

and affected by the groundworks were recorded and interpreted to 

appropriate standards. Particular attention was to be made to the extent, 

character, height below ground level, condition, date and significance of the 

deposits. 

 

3.2 Method 

 

3.2.1 The intrusive groundworks comprised the hand-excavation of three test pits 

using a small hydraulic breaker (to cut through the concrete), a clamshell 

digger (posthole digger) and a long-handled spade. The removed spoil from 

the excavations was inspected to recover any artefacts or ecofacts of 

archaeological interest. No mechanical excavators were used during these 

investigations. The test-pits were located next to existing buildings to provide 

information on foundations (Fig. 2) and measured approximately 1m by 0.5m 

with varying depths.  
 

3.2.2 In addition to the test pits, four cable percussive boreholes were drilled using 

professional boreholing geotechnical equipment. Two of these were trial 

attempts which were abandoned due to concrete obstructions. The location of 

these Boreholes is shown on Figure 2. The boreholes were excavated to a 

maximum depth of 40m. Since the excavation of the small boreholes was too 
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limited in scale to allow for any observation of the underlying deposits to be 

made, it was agreed in advance by GLAAS that monitoring of the boreholes 

would not be required. However, the results recorded on the borehole logs 

have been incorporated into this report for reference (see Appendix 1).  

 

3.3 Constraints and Limitations 

3.3.1 Services and drainage for the surrounding buildings run underneath the 

foundations in places to a depth of 1.5m compromising the depth of 

excavation. For example, excavation in Test-Pit 3 ceased due to the location 

of a large ceramic water pipe at 1.5m.  

 

3.3.2 Due to the limited scale of the excavated pits, it was sometimes difficult to 

identify deposits at depth. This mainly refers to the two deposits uncovered at 

the base of Test Pit 2 for which the measurements are approximate and have 

consequently been dashed in the section (figure 3). 

 

3.3.3 No deposits suitable for environmental sampling were encountered. 

 

 Table 1: Quantification of site archive 

 

Number of Contexts 24 

No. of files/paper record 1 files, 

Plan and sections sheets 1 sheet 

Bulk Samples None 

Photographs 12 digital photos taken 

Bulk finds 1 box 

Registered finds None 

Environmental flots/residue None 
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4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 The Boreholes (Figure 2) 

 

4.1.1 The results recorded on the borehole logs have been included in Appendix 1 

and summarised below.  

 

 Borehole 1 

4.1.2 This borehole was abandoned at a depth of 0.65m due to a concrete 

obstruction. Since this initial borehole proved unsuccessful, two further 

borehole attempts (1A and 1B) were undertaken within 1m of the location of 

Borehole 1. 

Borehole 1A 

4.1.3 This borehole was also abandoned earlier than anticipated at a depth of 2.4m 

due to another concrete obstruction.  

Borehole 1B 

4.1.4 This borehole reached a depth of 45m. Several deposits were logged 

including natural geology which was reached at a depth of 5.0m below 

ground level (approximately 10.4m OD). Seven of the logged contexts have 

been summarised below (including the natural substrate): 

 

Context Type Description Max  
Length

Max
Width

Deposit  
Depth 
(max)

Max
Height
m AOD 

001 Deposit Natural - - - 10.4 

002 Deposit Peaty -Clay - - 1.3m 11.7 

003 Deposit Hard made-ground - - 1.7m 13.4 

004 Deposit Medium made-ground - - 300mm 13.7 

005 Deposit Loose made-ground - - 1.45m 15.15 

006 Deposit Hard brick-rubble - - 150mm 15.3 

007 Deposit Tarmac - - 100mm 15.4 
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 Table 2: List of recorded contexts in Borehole 1B 

 

 Summary of Contexts 

 

 Natural geology [BH1b/001] comprising medium grey-black silty-sandy-gravel 

was encountered at a depth of 5m below ground level. Overlying the natural 

at a depth of 3.7m below ground level was a firm grey-black silty-peaty-clay 

deposit [BH1b/002]. This undated and potentially water-logged deposit may 

be of archaeological significance. Above this were three modern deposits of 

mixed debris including concrete, brick, gravel, ash and soil, which become 

more compact with depth [BH1b/003 – 005]. Over [BH1b/005], was a hard 

layer of red-brown brick rubble [BN1b/006] overlain by a Tarmac surface 

[BH1b/007].  

Borehole 2 

4.1.5 This borehole was excavated to a depth of approximately 30m. Several 

deposits were logged including natural geology which was reached at a depth 

of 4.6m below ground level (approximately 10.8m OD). Five of the logged 

contexts have been summarised below (including the natural substrate): 

 

Context Type Description Max  
Length

Max
Width

Deposit  
Depth 
(max)

Max
Height
m AOD 

001 Deposit Natural - - - 10.8 

002 Deposit Dark grey-black silty-

clay 

- - 1.0m 11.8 

003 Deposit Grey-brown mixed 

made-ground 

- - 3.0m 14.8 

004 Deposit Medium made-ground - - 500mm 15.3 

005 Deposit Concrete - - 100mm 15.4 

 

 Table 3: List of recorded contexts in Borehole 2 

Summary of Contexts 
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Natural geology [BH2/001] comprising medium, coarse grey-brown sandy-

gravel was encountered at a depth of 4.6m below ground level. Overlying the 

natural at a depth of 3.6m was firm dark grey-black silty-clay [BH2/002], and 

probably represents the same as deposit [BH1b/002]. This context was 

overlain by a modern mix of firm grey-brown soil, ash, gravel brick and 

concrete [BH2/003], a made-ground deposit of brick, ash, soil, gravel and 

wood [BH2/004] and concrete [BH2/005]. 

4.2  The Test-Pits (Figure 2)

4.2.1 The three test-pits, located next to existing buildings to provide information on 

 foundations have been described individually below.

 Test-Pit 1 
 

4.2.2 The excavation of Test-Pit 1 proved unsuccessful in that the contractor was 

 only able to reach a depth of 300mm due to a very hard, thick layer of 

 concrete underlying the initial paving slab. The area excavated was also very 

 limited and covered only one quarter of a single paving slab. Within the 

 uncovered area, no archaeological deposits were uncovered. 

  

 Test-Pit 2

4.2.3 Test-Pit 2, measuring 0.9m by 0.4m was excavated to a maximum depth of 

2.4m. The level at the top of the test-pit was at 15.4m OD and the limit of 

excavation was at 13.0m OD. This test-pit was located on the eastern 

perimeter of the site on a path surface next to the car park and adjacent to a 

modern wall (Figures 2 and 4). Within the test-pit several layers of modern 

made ground were revealed overlying a series of redeposited silty-clay 

contexts containing post-medieval material (5.0). However, the location of a 

concrete footing [TP2/008] associated with the building of the modern wall 

approximately 1m below ground level is evidence that the deposits revealed 

in this test-pit represent a backfill sequence associated with the construction 

cut for the wall. The only potentially undisturbed deposit is that underlying the 

wall [TP2/011]. Natural geology was not reached within this test-pit. The 

twelve contexts revealed within this test-pit have been summarised below:
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Context Type Description Max  
Length

Max
Width

Deposit Depth 
(max)

Max Height 
m AOD 

001 Deposit Tarmac Tr. Tr. 100mm 15.4 

002 Deposit Sand Tr. Tr. 30mm 15.3 

003 Deposit Made Ground Tr. Tr. 120mm 15.27 

004 Deposit Concrete pile Tr. - 50mm 15.15 

005 Deposit Made Ground Tr. 400mm 200mm 15.1 

006 Deposit Orange-grey 

silty-clay 

Tr. 400mm 400mm 14.9 

007 Deposit Grey silty-clay Tr. 400mm 500mm 14.5 

008 Deposit Concrete footing Tr. 250mm 1.0m 14.3 

009 Deposit CBM/rubble 

layer 

Tr. 400mm 100mm 14.0 

010 Deposit Grey clay-silt Tr. 400mm c.500mm 13.9 

011 Deposit Light yellow-

brown silty-clay 

Tr. 400mm c.400mm 

to L.O.E 

13.4 

(Arbitrary) 

012 Cut Construction cut 

for concrete 

footing [008] 

- - - 13.4 

Table 4: List of recorded contexts in Test Pit 2  

Summary of contexts in Test-Pit 2 

4.2.4 The deepest revealed context at approximately 13.4m OD [TP2/011] 

comprised sterile light yellowish-brown silty-clay. The deposit was cut by 

construction cut [TP2/012] for the concrete footing [TP2/008]. The backfills of 

the construction cut were dark grey loose clayey-silt [TP2/010] with finds of 

animal bones, clay pipes and CBM finds. This was overlain by a thin layer of 

redeposited ceramic building materials (CBM) [TP2/009]. Above this was 

[TP2/007], a redeposited grey-silty clay containing several residual post-

medieval finds including oyster shells, CBM fragments, animal bones, slate, 

willow-pattern china, glazed and unglazed potsherds and one iron nail. Above 

this was an orange-grey mottled silty-clay backfill [TP2/006] containing 

modern debris which was overlain by made-ground [TP2/005] and concrete 

[TP2/004]. Overlying this concrete was another made-ground deposit 
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[TP2/003], a thin lens of bright yellow sand [TP2/002] and a thin layer of 

Tarmac [TP2/001] which forms the modern path that runs adjacent to the 

Mosque car park at 15.4m OD. 

 

Test-Pit 3 

4.2.5 Test-Pit 3, measuring 0.76m by 0.50m was excavated to a maximum depth of 

1.50m. The test pit revealed successive layers of concrete, rubble and wall 

foundations and excavation ceased at the discovery of a large ceramic water 

pipe which was seemingly laid against the wall in a construction cut which 

had been backfilled with concrete. No archaeological deposits were 

uncovered within this test pit. Natural geology was not exposed within this 

test pit.
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5.0 THE FINDS by Elke Raemen 

 

A small assemblage of finds has been recovered during the watching brief. 

All of the finds were recovered from Test-Pit 2. A summary can be found in 

Table 5. 

 

Table 5: Quantification of the finds from Test-pit 2 

5.1 The Pottery  

5.1.1 Three fragments of glazed red earthenware, including a bowl rim fragment 

and a jar base fragment, were recovered from deposit [TP2/010]. The same 

context also contained two fragments of tin-glazed blue hand-painted 

earthenware and two pieces of sand-tempered unglazed earthenware, 

possible from ornamental vessels. Pottery from this context dates to the 17th 

to early 18th century.

5.1.2 Deposit [TP2/007] contained two fragments of blue transfer printed 

pearlware, as well as a piece of creamware and five glazed red earthenware 

sherds, including a bowl rim fragment. These all date to the late 18th century. 

 

5.2 The Ceramic Building Material 

5.2.1 All ceramic building material (CBM) was recovered from deposit [TP2/007] 

and dates to the mid 18th to 19th century. Six roof tile fragments were 

recovered, including a possible pantile. Pieces are high fired and sparse fine 

sand-tempered with rare iron oxide inclusions to 4 mm, as well as rare chalk 

inclusions to 1 mm. In addition, the deposit contained a single high fired brick 

fragment with fine sand-tempering, occasional slag inclusions to 4 mm and 

rare fire cracked flint inclusions to 5 mm.

Context Pot 
wt 
(g) CBM 

wt 
(g) Bone 

wt 
(g) Shell 

wt 
(g) Stone 

wt 
(g) Iron 

wt 
(g) CTP 

wt 
(g) Render 

wt 
(g)

[TP2/010] 7 228     6 16             5 18     

[TP2/007] 8 74 8 182 6 62 5 156 2 10 1 18     1 8 

Total 15 302 8 182 12 78 5 156 2 10 1 18 5 18 1 8 
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5.3  Other Finds 

5.3.1 Five plain clay tobacco pipe (CTP) stem fragments were recovered from 

deposit [TP2/010]. Four of these date to the early to mid 18th century. The 

fifth fragment is of 17th-century date.

5.3.2 Deposit [TP2/007] contained five oyster shell fragments. These consist of 

three upper valves and two lower valves of oyster shell. One of the lower 

valves  shows signs of overcrowding.  

5.3.4 In addition, [TP2/007] contained a single fragment of cement render, two 

Welsh  slate fragments and a general purpose iron nail. 

 

5.4  The Animal Bone by Gemma Driver 

 

5.4.1 Two contexts produced 12 fragments of bone. Context [TP2/007] contained 

pig, cattle and bird. Pig is represented by the distal end of a left humerus, a 

fragment of atlas and the shaft of a radius. Cattle are represented by a cattle 

sized long bone and rib fragment. Bird is represented by a long bone shaft. 

 

5.4.2 Context [TP2/010] is represented by cattle sized horn core and cranial 

fragments. The assemblage is in fairly good condition with little surface 

weathering. There is no evidence of gnawing or pathology. The pig atlas 

fragment displays three small cut marks indicative of butchery. 

 

5.5  Potential 

5.5.1 The assemblage is too small to be of any potential for further analysis. No 

 further work is required. It is recommended to discard the finds.
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6.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

6.1 Boreholes 1B and 2 logged a natural sandy-gravel substrate at 5m and 4.6m 

below ground level respectively with a maximum height of natural geology at 

approximately 10.8m OD.   

6.2  The boreholes logged two deposits of potential archaeological significance 

[BH1b/002] and [BH2/002] located at approximately 11.8m OD. These 

potentially water-logged deposits are undated. Overlying these deposits were 

a series of modern deposits which are present to a depth of approximately 

3.6m below ground level. 

6.3 Only Test-Pit 2 identified a deposit pre-dating the modern buildings. This 

deposit was undated although it is likely to have been post-medieval or 

modern in date. 
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Appendix 1 – Borehole Logs (courtesy of Tom 
Hickson at Ground Engineering)
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