
ASE
Archaeology South-East

Archaeological Investigations at 29-35 High Street,
Crawley, West Sussex

NGR 526770 136510

Crawley Borough Council Planning Reference
CR/2008/0395/FUL

Project No. 4143
Site Code: HCY 09

ASE Report No. 2010013
OASIS ID: archaeol6-76739

by
Simon Stevens BA MIFA

With contributions
by

Luke Barber, Sarah Porteus, Elke Raemen
and Lucy Allott

June 2010



Archaeological Investigations at 29-35 High Street, 
Crawley, West Sussex 

NGR 526770 136510 

Crawley Borough Council Planning Reference 
CR/2008/0395/FUL 

Project No. 4143 
Site Code: HCY 09 

ASE Report No. 2010013 
OASIS ID: archaeol6-76739 

by 
Simon Stevens BA MIFA 

With contributions 

by 
Luke Barber, Sarah Porteus, Elke Raemen 

and Lucy Allott 

June 2010 

Archaeology South-East 
Units 1 & 2 

2 Chapel Place 
Portslade 

East Sussex 
BN41 1DR 

Tel: 01273 426830 
Fax: 01273 420866 

Email: fau@ucl.ac.uk 



Archaeology South-East 
29-35 High Street, Crawley: Report No. 2010013 

© Archaeology South-East 
i

Abstract 

A small-scale archaeological excavation was undertaken at 29-35 High St Crawley in 
early 2010 following an evaluation of the site by trial trenching in late 2009. A small 
group of features, ranging in date from medieval to post-medieval, was uncovered 
and recorded. Of some significance were the remains of an ironworking ore roasting 
hearth of late medieval/early post-medieval date. Other features included medieval 
and late medieval/early post-medieval pits, and the remains of a number of late post-
medieval buildings. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Planning Background 

1.1.1 Planning permission was granted by Crawley Borough Council for the 
demolition of existing buildings and the redevelopment of a site at 29-35 High 
Street, Crawley West Sussex (Planning Reference CR/2008/0395/FUL) 
Owing to the archaeologically sensitive nature of the area, and after 
consultation with West Sussex County Council, (WSCC), (Crawley Borough 
Council’s advisers on archaeological issues), a planning condition was 
attached to the consent requiring archaeological work at the site prior to 
redevelopment.  

1.1.2 Archaeology South-East (ASE), a division of University College London 
Centre for Applied Archaeology (UCLCAA), were commissioned by Rolfe 
Judd Architecture on behalf of their client Derreb Ltd. to undertaken an initial 
archaeological evaluation of the site. A Specification for the work was issued 
by WSCC, and following the production of a Written Scheme of Investigation 
by ASE (2009a), trial trenching was undertaken at the site in October 2009. 
Significant archaeological remains were encountered (ASE 2009b). 

1.1.3 Based on the results of the evaluation, John Mills, Senior Archaeologist 
(WSCC) recommended that further archaeological work should be 
undertaken at the site, and subsequently, a further Written Scheme of 
Investigation was produced by ASE outlining the methodologies to be used in 
a small-scale excavation (ASE 2010). Subsequently an area was 
mechanically stripped and investigated by manual excavation and recording 
(Fig. 3). This stage of work was undertaken in January and early February 
2010. 

1.2 Site Location and Geology 

1.2.1 The site lies to the south of the historic centre of Crawley, at the junction of 
High Street and Haslett Avenue West (formerly Three Bridges Road) at a 
height of c.67mAOD (Fig 1). The wall of the churchyard of St. John the 
Baptist forms much of the eastern boundary of the site. According to the 
British Geological Survey 1: 50 000 map of the area (Sheet 302, Horsham), 
the underlying geology at the site is Upper Tunbridge Wells Sand, with Weald 
Clay to the south.
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1.3 Archaeological Background (Fig. 2) 

1.3.1 A number of archaeological sites have been excavated in Crawley in recent 
years.  Supporting documentary evidence that suggests that the town was an 
important centre in the medieval period, its wealth based on the iron industry. 
Following the grant of a market charter to Michael de Poynings in 1202/3 
(Salzman 1940, 145), the settlement apparently prospered and by the 14th

century there were tanners, cloth-weavers and ironworkers in the town 
(Gardiner 1997).  

1.3.2 Much of the work has been carried out in the immediate vicinity of the site. 
Archaeological investigations carried out along the line of the Crawley High 
Street Relief Road in 1995 uncovered various medieval features (Saunders 
1998). Excavations at the Old Post Office in the same year and on the 
opposite side of Haslett Avenue West from the current site revealed 13th to 
14th century cess-pits and rubbish pits and the remains of a house probably 
dating from the 16th century (Stevens 1997); an evaluation uncovered further 
medieval material in the area at the corner of High Street and Pegler Way 
(ASE 1999) and recent work has uncovered medieval features in Church 
Walk, including ditches which appear to mark plot boundaries running at a 
right angle to the High Street frontage (ASE 2008). An evaluation at 1a to 3a 
High Street and a watching brief at 34 High Street showed that both sites had 
been heavily truncated and that no significant archaeological deposits had 
survived at those locations (ASE 2007; ASE 1998). 

1.3.3 Significant quantities of ironworking slag were recovered during some of 
these investigations, providing evidence for industrial processes that have 
been carried out in the general area since at least the Romano-British period 
(Cartwright 1992). Ironworking provisionally dated to the Iron Age has been 
identified in the Goffs Park area of the town (Gibson-Hill & Worssam 1976, 
247-263; Jeremy Hodgkinson, Wealden Iron Research Group, pers. comm.).  

1.3.4 Excavation work has also uncovered remains of in situ medieval ironworking 
hearths. Archaeomagnetic dating suggested a late 14th to early 15th century 
date for the features uncovered at the northern end of the High Street (Cooke 
2001). A group of medieval pits containing ironworking slag were discovered 
on the opposite side of London Road, the continuation of the medieval High 
Street (Stevens 2006). Similarly, pits containing iron working slag were 
discovered during excavations at Pegler Way, to the north of the current site 
(Hammond 2005). These excavations also uncovered further evidence of the 
industrial use of the site as a stage in the production of textiles.    

1.3.5 However, the largest archaeological project in the town to date was the 
excavation at the Asda development to the east and south-east of the current 
site, which provided abundant evidence of both medieval domestic and 
industrial activity, recovered from large pits, boundary ditches and other 
features. In addition to the presence of two in situ medieval ironworking 
hearths/furnaces, other significant finds included a particularly striking 
assemblage from waterlogged deposits in a medieval well, which contained 
an anthropomorphic jug, a preserved shoe and a large group of insect 
remains (Stevens 2008).  
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1.3.6 Recent research suggests that the site lies in a portion of the town 
characterised by irregular historic plots (Harris 2008, Map 6), perhaps 
suggesting that this part of the town was laid out at a later date than the more 
regular plots to the north (Harris 2008, 26.).
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

2.1 The following methodology was used at the site during all phases of work: 

2.2 The supervised machining was taken down to the top of the ‘natural’ deposits 
or any significant archaeological deposit, whichever was the higher. Care was 
taken not to damage archaeological deposits through excessive use of 
mechanical excavation. Revealed surfaces of the ‘natural’ were manually 
cleaned in an attempt to identify individual archaeological features. Spoil was 
scanned for the presence of artefacts. 

2.3 All encountered archaeological deposits, features and finds were recorded 
according to accepted professional standards, using standard Archaeology 
South-East context record sheets. Deposit colours were recorded by visual 
inspection and not by reference to a Munsell Colour chart. 

2.4 A full photographic record of the work was kept and will form part of the site 
archive. The archive (including all finds) is presently held at the Archaeology 
South-East office in Portslade and will be offered to Crawley Museum in due 
course. 
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3.0 THE SITE (Figs 3 and 4) 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 A full account of the archaeological evaluation of the site is given elsewhere 
(ASE 2009b). However the current report also provides details of the nature 
of the deposits encountered in the evaluation trenches in order that the site 
can be appreciated as a whole. 

3.1.2 Much of the site had been occupied by buildings until recent demolition 
work and large areas of the internal floors and external hardstandings had 
been left in situ. Hence the initial machining consisted of the removal of 
rubble and modern floors to reveal earlier deposits and structures.  

3.1.3 Substantial masonry remains were encountered, especially in the northern 
portion of the site. Most could be dated to the late post-medieval period 
from examination of available cartographic sources. The majority of the late 
post-medieval masonry was recorded and then removed to investigate any 
underlying deposits. 

3.1.4 Other archaeological remains consisted of a small group of pits and post-
holes, ranging in date from the medieval to the late post-medieval period, 
dated mostly by small assemblages of pottery. Most of the features showed 
evidence of significant truncation, some from recent building work and 
others from the laying of services.

3.1.5 In addition, the central part of the site was contaminated with Japanese 
Knotweed, an invasive species which can cause structural damage to 
buildings. It is an offence to plant or cause Japanese knotweed to spread in the 
wild under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, and all waste containing 
Japanese knotweed comes under the control of Part II of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990. Hence containment procedures were put in place which 
resulted in problems with the retrieval of samples from this area of the site.

3.1.6 However, despite these issues, it was possible to date the activity at the site 
to one of six phases, based on the presence (or absence) of datable 
artefacts, or in a limited number of cases, on detectable stratigraphic 
relationships. Full details of each of the recorded contexts are housed with 
the archive and a full context list is appended below. 

3.2 Phase 1 : Saxo-Norman (c.1050 - c.1225)

3.2.1 Although the inclusion of this phase is based on the presence of a single 
sherd of residual pottery recovered from a later feature, it is nevertheless of 
some significance. Although material of this date has been encountered in 
the vicinity at both the Old Post Office and Asda sites (Stevens 1997; 2008), 
it is a rare find for Crawley, and is clear evidence of activity either before or 
shortly after the grant of the market charter in 1202/3 (Salzman 1940, 145). 
Unfortunately, given the extremely limited nature of the evidence, little more 
can be said. 
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3.3 Phase 2 : High Medieval (c.1225 - c.1350) 

3.3.1 In keeping with a number of recently excavated sites in the town, the current 
site yielded a number of medieval pits and post-holes. It is presumed that 
the features are associated with medieval properties fronting onto the High 
Street, and lay in the rear of the tenements. The evidence of medieval 
housing has often been destroyed by later development in Crawley, as at 
the Asda site on the opposite side of the High Street (Stevens 2008). No 
evidence for medieval structures was picked up during the evaluation: 
Trench 1 showed evidence of heavy recent truncation, and cartographic 
sources clearly show late post-medieval buildings occupying most of the 
frontage by 1839 and all of it by 1897 (Figs 8and 9) 

3.3.2 All of the encountered medieval features contained dark or mid-greyish 
brown silty clay fills which produced small assemblages of medieval pottery 
and other artefacts, including animal bone and occasional charcoal. 
Although small quantities of ironworking slag were present, the fills 
appeared indicative of the dumping of domestic refuse. The slag was never 
present in large quantities (in marked contrast to some of the Phase 3, 
Transitional features: see below, or at other medieval sites in the town, (e.g. 
Kilnmead; Stevens 2006), and follows a pattern seen on other sites in the 
vicinity, i.e. the dumping of slag in available places, in this case domestic 
rubbish pits (cf. The Old Post Office Site; Stevens 1997). Residual medieval 
pottery was also recovered from a number of later features. 

3.3.3 Pits 

3.3.3.1 The majority of the features were situated in the central area of the site, 
which appeared less truncated than other areas. Four pits, [178], [223], 
[249] and [250], were securely phased to this period by the presence of 
modest assemblages of medieval pottery in their fills. They were all of a 
similar morphology and all contained single mid grey brown silty clay fills, 
except pit [223] which had two similar, but discernable fills. They varied in 
diameter between 0.74m and 2.0m and in depth between 0.40m and 0.75m. 
Pit [266] was loosely dated to the period by a stratigraphic relationship with 
a later feature (pit [264]) and by a similarity in character of the fill to the 
other demonstrable medieval features (it might be equally Transitional in 
date and could not be fully excavated). These pits were almost certainly 
domestic refuse pits and as well as small pottery assemblages, contained 
fragments of animal bone, small amount of medieval peg tile and charcoal 
flecking. 

3.3.4 Post-holes 

3.3.4.1 The only other features assigned to this date were found further to the 
north. Post-holes [254] and [269], which were both c.0.30m in diameter and 
0.15m deep, contained only one sherd of medieval pottery each, and their 
inclusion within this phase is somewhat tentative. The evidence is too 
limited to suggest what type of structure these post-holes may have been 
associated with. 
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3.4 Phase 3 : Transitional (c.1350 - c.1550)

3.4.1 This phase offered the most numerous positively dated features at the site. 
Again the majority of features were pits and small pits or post-holes, but as 
well as evidence of the disposal of domestic refuse, there was clear 
evidence of ironworking in the form of a hearth/furnace, and a separate 
group of pits almost completely filled with slag, located at opposite ends of 
the site. Features of this date have proved rare on sites excavated in 
Sussex in recent years, especially on the coast, for reasons which remain 
unclear (Stevens 2004, 91), but have been encountered in Crawley (e.g. at 
the Asda site; Stevens 2008). 

3.4.2 Pits and post-holes 

3.4.2.1 Again the majority of the surviving features of this date were located in the 
central, less truncated area of the site. They included four substantial pits 
[3/008] (encountered during the evaluation), [147], [176] and [236], which 
varied in diameter between 1.4m and 2.4m, but with little variation in depth 
between 0.39m and 0.45m. All of these four features possessed single mid 
grey brown silty clay fills. 

3.4.2.2 There were also smaller pit or possible post-hole features, [137], [139], 
[217], [221], [239] and [241], (which varied in diameter between 0.21m and 
0.85m and between 0.80m and 0.20m in depth). Again, all of these features 
contained single mid grey brown silty clay fills and pottery dating to the 
Transitional period.   

3.4.2.3 Also present was a cluster of intercutting features all containing pottery 
dated to this phase; pits [243], [244] and [245]. Pit [245] was the largest and 
was over 2m in diameter but only 0.35m in depth and the others ranged 
from 0.20m-0.80m in depth and diameter. Pits [243] and [245] contained 
single episodes of infilling, whilst pit [245], unusually for the site, had four 
silty clay fills.  A block of Reigate stone in pit [243] was one of the few 
unusual discoveries, and suggested the intriguing possibility that a building 
of some status may have been located in the area at this time. A, a possible 
source is the nearby  church of St. John. That said, a single block of stone 
may have come from any number of sources and this idea should be 
treated with caution 

3.4.2.4 Pits with similar ‘domestic’ fills were also encountered in the southern part 
of the site (pits [208] and [216]). Pit [208] had a diameter of 1.8m and a 
depth of 0.54m and was partly truncated by pit [216], which was 0.22m in 
depth, but of uncertain extent.  

3.4.2.5 The fills of the features described above were mostly ‘domestic’ mid-greyish 
brown or mid-brown silty clays with small assemblages of finds and 
occasional charcoal flecks. The variety of charcoal and other environmental 
material such as charred cereal grains which were recovered from the 
environmental sample supports the view that these pits contain detritus from 
everyday life in the vicinity and were either deliberately excavated refuse 
pits or features infilled with domestic waste but of an unknown original 
function. 
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3.4.5 Features associated with Iron Working  

3.4.5.1 Four other features were dated to the Transitional period by the small 
pottery assemblages recovered. However, these features were of a 
conspicuously different character. Pits [180], [182] and [184] all contained 
high concentrations of ironworking slag in their single, silty clay fills, giving 
them a distinctly ‘dirty’ appearance. Similar to an extent was pit [155], which 
contained four episodes of infilling These features varied in diameter 
between 0.80m and 2.0m, and in depth between 0.33m and 0.59m. It is 
worth noting that there is no evidence that these features were directly 
associated with the ironworking process but the deposition of slag within 
them is telling. These features were markedly similar in character to those 
encountered at the Kilnmead site, located at the opposite end of the High 
Street (Fig. 2, and Stevens 2006), and must be considered strongly 
indicative of the location of a smelting furnace in the vicinity. This may have 
been lost when Three Bridges Road (now Haslett Avenue West) was 
widened in the 1960s (Hygate 1997, 197), or may lie within the boundaries 
of the development site to the south of the excavation area. 

3.4.6 An iron ore roasting hearth 

3.4.6.1 Direct evidence of the ironworking industry was recorded at the site in the 
shape of a hearth encountered during the evaluation and re-examined 
during the open area excavation. The hearth had been heavily 
disturbed/truncated by a modern drain and an undated brick-lined well, 
which negated the possibility of archaeomagnetic dating. Fortunately pottery 
recovered from the hearth suggested a date within this phase in the latter 
half of the 15th century and it was not necessary to submit carbonised 
material from this feature for C14 dating because the pottery recovered 
provides a tighter date range than would be possible from C14. However, 
the material is available for submission as it may become beneficial for 
future research. 

3.4.6.2 The presence of the feature was clear, despite the truncation, given the 
presence of a ‘halo’ of natural clay, context [293], baked to a reddish orange 
colour around the feature. However, the exact nature and size of the hearth 
were difficult to ascertain given the truncation. It consisted of a dark brown 
deposit, context [295] which was overlain by a  grey baked clay lining, [296] 
in turn overlain by dark grey fill, context [297], which contained charcoal 
derived predominantly from ash trees. The entire feature sat in a hollow of 
indeterminate size, cut [294]. An adjacent feature consisted of a patch of 
similarly baked in situ clay (2/012), but with no associated overlying 
deposits.

3.4.6.3 This feature contained the largest group of fired clay recovered during the 
excavation with a total of 668 fragments being recovered. These fragments 
are likely to be derived from the daub (super-)structure of the feature. 

3.4.6.4 The assemblage of charred botanical remains recovered from furnace/kiln 
feature [294]/[2/006] was surprisingly small and taxa recorded in the 
charcoal assemblage were restricted to ash, with individual fragments of 
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beech, hazel and a small fragment thought to be heather. Homogeneity 
within the assemblage suggests that very little reworking occurred in these 
deposits. This charcoal may derive from a single event for which ash was 
specifically selected and the assemblage may be directly related to the use 
of this feature. A more diverse range of taxa would be anticipated if the 
feature contained waste material derived from several activities. Ash wood 
burns well even when green and, although not apparent in the 
archaeological assemblage, coppiced ash trees could have provided a 
sustainable source of fuel for the industrial activities undertaken at the site. 

3.4.6.5 The main hearth feature, [294], appeared remarkably similar in character 
and size to a hearth excavated and recorded at the Asda site in 2002. This 
hearth was dated to the medieval period on the basis of a radio-carbon date 
(Stevens 2008, 119-120). Archaeomagnetic dating gave a late 14th to early 
15th century date for a similar feature at the London Road site (Cooke 2001, 
156) which is broadly comparable to the date suggested by the pottery for 
feature [294].  

3.4.6.6 The function of these three similar features (and others at both Asda and 
London Road) remains uncertain. The hearth at the current site contained a 
notable paucity of ironworking slag (unlike the features from the other two 
sites). Hence, on balance it is suggested that the feature was used for 
roasting iron ore, a process carried out prior to smelting to increase 
efficiency in the furnace (Hodgkinson 2008, 15-7). In addition, the adjacent 
broadly contemporary pit [284], contained a more ‘domestic’ style fill with 
mid-14th to mid-15th century pottery, animal bone and little slag, suggesting 
the hearth was not used for smelting or forging of iron. Charcoal derived 
from ash trees was rarer at the other two sites, perhaps suggesting a 
different function. (Cooke, 2001; Stevens 2008). 

3.5 Phase 4 : Early post-medieval (c.1550 - c.1750) 

3.5.1 The inclusion of this phase is based on the presence of a small number of 
sherds of pottery and pieces of clay pipe, either intrusive in earlier features 
or residual in later ones, or from unstratified deposits. The occurrence of 
this material is clearly indicative of activity on the site, which is supported by 
limited documentary sources. Two properties called ‘Turks’ to the north, and 
‘Stones’ to the south (which survives) are listed in a Court Roll of 1629 and 
continue to be occupied throughout this period (Hygate 2003, 146-9).  

3.6 Phase 5 : Late post-medieval (c.1750 - 1936) 

3.6.1 Information on the site during this phase has been gleaned from the results 
of the archaeological investigations at the site and from research of 
cartographic, photographic and written sources. 

3.6.2 Only a handful of pits and post-holes dating to this phase on the basis of 
finds assemblages were identified, all in the central part of the site. 
Nineteenth century material was recovered from pits [9/009] (evaluation 
trench 9), [150] and [163] (all c.1m in diameter, but of varying depths), and 
from smaller pits/post-holes [153], [167], [169], [219], [226] (which were in 
the diameter range of 0.30m to 0.50m, with depths that varied between 
0.40m and 0.10m) and larger, only partly excavated pit [264]. Most were 
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characterised by single, ‘sooty’ fills. The assemblage of material from 19th

century pit [150] was perhaps the most enlightening, as it contained a range 
of domestic pottery, construction materials and waste from blacksmithing. 
Documentary sources are clear on the presence of a blacksmiths on the site 
from the seventeenth century until the 1860s (ibid.) 

3.6.3 Given the survival of such documentary sources and cartographic evidence 
it has been possible to interpret the surviving masonry remains encountered 
at the site. Although buildings fronting onto the High Street recorded on the 
Tithe Map of 1839 and the later Ordnance Survey maps were not detected 
during the archaeological work, elements of structures to the rear were 
uncovered and recorded. 

3.6.4 The Blacksmith’s building 

3.6.4.1 The most striking group of brick-built masonry remains encountered at the 
site were those of the cluster of buildings and associated courtyard surface 
in the northern part of the examined area, clearly the remains of the long-
lived blacksmiths known to have occupied the site (ibid.). The main element, 
(Structure A), is clearly visible on the Tithe map of 1839 (Fig. 8), consisting 
of a square building with a ?forge to the rear (Structure B). This building 
incorporated hearths (Hearths C and D) and a possible anvil base (Feature 
E) 

3.6.4.2 It appears broadly unchanged by the time of the First Edition Ordnance 
Survey map of 1874, although the details are far from clear (Fig. 9). The 
1897 map shows the site in clearer focus, and shows the building was sub-
divided at that time, and that there was a structure with a ?glass roof on the 
south-eastern corner of the original building (not detected at the site) (Fig 
10).  

3.6.4.3 By 1910 (Fig 11), a grey stone and red brick courtyard (Courtyard F) had 
been added, and this hardstanding and the external walls of the building 
appear much in the same configuration as seen during the site excavation, 
although the ?glass roofed structure had left no discernable traces. The 
1936 map shows evidence of some demolition work at the eastern end of 
the building (outside of the extent of the stripped area), but that the cobbled 
surface and ?glass roofed structure were still in place, and presumably in 
use (Fig. 12).  

3.6.5 Other masonry remains 

3.6.5.1 The other masonry remains found at the site consisted of boundary walls 
running east to west across the site and evidence of buildings in the 
southern portion of the examined area. A wall on the alignment of brick-built 
Wall G is marked on the Tithe map (Fig. 5), and on subsequent Ordnance 
Survey maps. Wall H is shown for the first time in 1897 (Fig. 10). Wall I 
appears for the first time in 1910 as an element of a row of buildings fronting 
onto Three Bridges Road (now Haslett Avenue West). A photograph taken 
in the 1920s shows that these buildings were occupied by a building firm 
called ‘Bartley and Ward’ (‘Sanitary Work a Speciality’) (Goldsmith 1991, 
No.52). 
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3.6.5.2 Structures J and K first appear on the map of 1874 (Fig. 9), and are more 
clearly shown in 1897 (Fig. 7) and on subsequent Ordnance Survey maps 
of the site. Structure J may also be present on the Tithe Map of 1839 (Fig. 
8). It is possible that the short length of stone wall encountered in evaluation 
trench 8, [8/004] (Wall L) is part of this building, subsequently rebuilt in 
brick. It is also possible that this masonry predates the cartographic 
sources. This group of masonry formed the remains of the demolished rear 
elements of the 17th century listed building which still fronts onto the High 
Street (Harris 2008, 27). 

3.7 Phase 6 - Undated 

3.7.1 A number of the smaller features at the site could not be dated by means of 
finds or contained assemblages of markedly mixed dates. Features [171] 
and [173] were irregular in shape and appeared to be tree throws. The other 
features were small pits/post-holes [3/004], [3/006], [3/013], [209], [230], 
[234], [252], [257], [271] and [273], [280] and [283]. 
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4.0 ARTEFACTUAL EVIDENCE 

4 .1 The Pottery by Luke Barber 

4.1.1 Introduction 

4.1.1.1 The archaeological work produced 223 sherds of pottery, weighing 3,437g 
from 41 individually numbered contexts. The pottery on the whole is in good 
condition with sherd sizes range from small to medium (to 70mm across). 
Most pieces show no/little signs of wear suggesting they have not been 
subjected to significant reworking though a little residual and intrusive 
material is present in some contexts, the former often showing signs of 
heavier abrasion. Unfortunately context groups are very small – the largest 
four consisting of only 15 or 16 sherds apiece and even these often lack 
feature sherds. Although the pottery spans the 11th/12th to early 20th

centuries the vast majority of the assemblage is of the Transitional period: 
falling between the late 14th to mid 16th centuries. The approximate 
chronological spread of the assemblage is given in Table 1. 

Period No. 
sherds/Weight 

No. of fabrics No. contexts 
dated to period 

Saxo-Norman 
c. 1050 – 1225 

1/20g Local – 1 0

High Medieval 
c. 1225 – 1350 

37/313g Local – 8 8 

Transitional* 
c. 1350-1550 

111/1,506g Local – 12 
Regional** – 4 

Imports - 1 

15

Early post-medieval 
c. 1550-1750 

9/41g Regional – 3 0

Late post-medieval 
c. 1750 – 1900+ 

65/1,557g Local – 2 
Regional – 10 

4

Table 1: Characterisation of the Pottery Assemblage (includes all 
residual and intrusive material). * Includes West Sussex-type wares; ** 
includes products of the Surrey/Hampshire industry. NB. Regional = non-
local English fabrics. 

4.1.1.2 The pottery was divided into fabric groups based on a visual examination of 
tempering, inclusions and manufacturing technique and recorded (sherd 
count/weight/ENV) by context on an excel database for archive. The fabric 
series in the current report draws reference to the West Sussex 
medieval/post-medieval fabric series codes for consistency (WS:) and gives 
the totals for each fabric in the assemblage as a whole. Only brief fabric 
descriptions are given here as fuller ones are to be found in earlier work 
from the town (Barber 1997 and 2008a and b). Although the medieval and 
Transitional fabrics are fully listed the post-medieval assemblage is only 
briefly summarised here. 

Saxo-Norman (c. 1050-1225) 
4.1.1.3 A single sherd can be attributed to this early period. It consists of a reduced 

body sherd from a shell tempered cooking pot (WS: S/M1) of probable mid 
11th- to 12th- century date. Although residual in pit [249], fill [256], the sherd 
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is quite fresh and indicates some nearby activity at this time. Similar sherds 
were recovered from both the Old Post Office and Asda sites (Barber 1997 
and 2008a) but as yet no focus for this early activity has been located. 

High Medieval (c. 1225-1350) 
4.1.1.4 Although the assemblage for this period is small, the presence of features of 

this date, together with residual pieces in later deposits, clearly 
demonstrates on-site activity at this time. The range of fabrics is 
summarised below. All were present at the Asda site (Barber 2008a). 

Earlswood-type Wares (Turner 1974) 
Mainly later 13th to mid 14th century  
WS: Q/M4 Moderate/abundant medium/coarse sand. (5/27g). Only oxidised cooking 

pots, sometimes with internally glazed bases. 
WS: Q/M5 Moderate fine/medium sand. (7/31g). Only jugs, usually with external white 

slip under a green glaze, sometimes with incised/combed decoration below 
slip.

WS: Q/M6 Moderate/abundant coarse sand. (3/20g). Only oxidised cooking pots. 
WS: Q(f)/M10 Sparse fine sand with common/abundant iron oxides. (1/7g). A single jug 

sherd, decorated with a white slipped line was recovered from pit [284], fill 
[285] (SG 62). 

Limpsfield-type Wares (Prendergast 1974). 
Mainly mid 13th to mid 14th century 
WS: Q/M8 Moderate/abundant coarse sandy greyware. (5/62g). Only cooking pots.  
WS: Q/M9 Moderate/abundant coarse sandy greyware. (3/54g). Mainly cooking pots but 

with one unglazed thumbed jug base from pit [216], fill [214] (SG 32).  

Local Sandy Wares 
WS: Q/M14 Abundant coarse sand with some rounded quartz inclusions to 3mm. (6/52g). 

Only cooking pots noted. Late C12th to C13th.
WS: Q/M15 Abundant medium sand with rare quartz to 2mm. (7/60g). Only cooking pots 

noted. Mid/late C13th to mid C14th. 

4.1.1.5 The dominance of Earlswood and Limpsfield-type wares in Crawley during 
this period has previously been noted (Barber 1997; Timby 1998 and 
Mepham 2001). These wares appear to have gradually been replaced by 
increasing quantities of West Sussex Ware and Surrey whitewares during 
the 14th century (Barber 1997) though the exact chronology of the transition 
is uncertain. As both these latter wares continue well into the 15th century 
they have been included in the Transitional assemblage for this site, but it is 
likely at least some of these, particularly the West Sussex Ware products, 
may just predate the mid 14th century. As seen before, the town was 
supplied during this period by well established competent potteries, all of 
which were within easy reach of its market influence. The nearest, at 
Earlswood, unsurprisingly supplying the largest quantity at this time. 

Transitional (c. 1350-1550) 
4.1.1.6 This period has been less well represented by ceramic assemblages from 

Crawley before (Barber 1997; Timby 1998; Mepham 2001) though more 
recent excavations have established a fabric series and produced a few 
useful groups (Barber 2008a; 2008b). The current assemblage has been of 
use in confirming the fabrics in use at this time though the small context 
groups do not allow for a reliable refinement of the fabric ratios during the 
period.  
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West Sussex Ware (Barton 1979) 
As noted above, these wares have their roots in the High Medieval period, perhaps as early 
as the mid 13th century. However, the typically refined West Sussex Ware-type jugs become 
more common throughout the 14th century and continue well into the 15th century. As such, 
although they are included under this period, some vessels may be of slightly earlier origin. 

WS: Q(f)/M2 Sparse very fine to fine sand with rare quartz inclusions to 0.5mm and 
black/grey iron oxides to 1mm. (4/29g). The four different vessels 
represented are all jugs apparently with thumbed bases, green glaze and in 
one instance, white external slip below the glaze. 

WS: Q(f)/M12 Sparse very fine sand only. (4/30g). Always jugs, with range of decoration: 
external white slip under clear glaze, combed lines, applied red strips and 
plain green glazes. 

WS: Q(f)/M13 Sparse to moderate very fine to fine sand with sparse quartz to 0.3mm. 
(2/25g). Only green glazed jugs recognised. 

Local Hard-fired Fine Sandy Transitional Wares 
A large number of closely-related well/hard-fired fabrics are present which are likely to be of 
local manufacture, though whether originating from Surrey or Sussex is uncertain. Certainly 
some of the types, such as the Black and White painted wares are well known in West 
Sussex (Barton 1979). Although similar types are known from Surrey (Jones 1998) the 
Surrey whiteware products unsurprisingly dominate here until the latter part of the 15th

century. 

WS:Q/M11 Hard fired fabric tempered with moderate/abundant fine/medium sand and 
sparse/moderate grey/black iron oxides. A single sooted cooking pot base 
sherd (19g) was recovered from pit [252] (SG 52). A 14th- century date 
seems probable.  

WS: Q/M12 Sparse/moderate fine/medium sand and rare iron oxides. Medium/hard fired. 
(3/12g) Only sooted cooking pots present. Mid C14th – early C15th.  

WS: Q(f)/M11 Hard fired sparse fine sand with larger sparse medium/coarse sand 
inclusions. (7/100g). Only cooking pots/jars represented. Late C14th to 
C15th, though some probably continuing into the early C16th.  

WS: Q(f)/M16 Sparse/moderate very fine/fine sand with rare/sparse iron oxides and quartz 
inclusions to 0.5mm. Well fired and usually oxidised. Black and white painted 
ware tradition. (39/217g). Only jars/cooking pots recognised, often with spots 
of glaze and white slip painted lines. C15th – mid C16th. 

WS: Q(f)/M17 Sparse very fine sand with rare quartz inclusions to 0.4mm. A very high fired 
‘ringing’ fabric, frequently with knife-trimmed bases but rare glazing (usually 
thin patches or spots). Only two sherds present (39g), both from pit [284] 
(SG 62).  

WS: Q(f)/M20B Hard-fired oxidised sandy earthenware with reduced surfaces. Black and 
white painted ware tradition. (10/205g). Cooking pots (sooted) with simple 
flaring rims and internally green glazed bases only. Mid C15th – mid C16th. 

WS: Q(f)/M24 Hard-fired medium/coarse sandy oxidised earthenware with fine iron oxides. 
Externally knife-trimmed. (3/37g). Forms as Q(f)/M20B. C15th – early C16th. 

Local Hard-fired Fine Sandy Transitional Glazed Redwares 
The vessels in this group are undoubtedly closely related to the unglazed/ sparsely glazed 
wares described above. However, this group contains vessels where the glazing is 
deliberately much more extensive (usually on the interior surfaces), marking the very 
beginnings of the typical early post-medieval glazed redwares which dominate the local 
coarsewares from the early/mid 16th century on. 

GRE 2c Well fired sandy red earthenware with iron oxide inclusions and even internal 
glazes. (8/175g). Only jars recognised. Late C15th to C16th. 

GRE 2d Medium fired fine sandy red earthenware with good even glazes (internal/all-
over). (12/82g). C16th. 
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Surrey Whitewares (Pearce and Vince 1988) 

WS: Q/M10 Coarse Borderware. Off-white to beige ware tempered with abundant milky 
and pinkish quartz sand to 1mm. (21/304g). Jars/cooking pots with flat-
topped rims, pitchers with slashed strap handles and rod handled jugs are 
represented, often having spots/patches of green glaze. The jars frequently 
have internally glazed bases. Mid C14th – C15th but the presence of flat-
topped, rather than bifid, rim types would suggest most of this assemblage 
dates to before the mid/late 15th century.

WS: Q(f)/M14 Surrey Whiteware. Sparse/moderate very fine sand with sparse quartz 
inclusions to 1.5mm and very rare iron oxides to 1mm. An off-white to beige 
medium fired fabric. Possibly Cheam whiteware. (3/33g). No diagnostic 
forms. Probably late 14th to early 16th century.  

WS: Q(f)/M15 Surrey Whiteware. Moderate very fine, fine and medium sand with sparse 
iron oxides to 1.2mm. An off-white to beige medium fired fabric. (11/148g). 
Probably Kingston-whiteware. Jugs and pitchers represented, sometimes 
with splashes of green glaze or red slip painted lines. Probably 14th to 15th

century. 
WWG 2 Tudor Green-type ware. (9/29g). Only cups represented. Mid C15th to mid 

C16th. 

Imports 
RAER 1 Raeren stoneware (Hurst et. al. 1986). (2/22g). probably mugs. Mid C15th to 

mid C16th. 

4.1.1.7 Despite the accumulating quantity of data on Transitional pottery from the 
town the lack of large groups continues to be a hindrance in refining the 
chronology of this period. It is clear that the Surrey whiteware industry 
began to supply the town, at the expense of the Earlswood and Limpsfield, 
from at least the mid 14th century. Although it would appear West Sussex 
sources of pottery also increased at this time the lack of diagnostic feature 
sherds, large groups or independent dating the exact time-span of this 
transition is not clear. Similarly, the local Transitional redwares, appear to 
increase with the West Sussex Ware from the mid 14th century but whereas 
the West Sussex Wares probably tail off in the second half of the 15th

century, the redwares, both unglazed and glazed, increase in quantities.  

4.1.1.8 The proportion of the market shared by these local wares and the Surrey 
whitewares in the second half of the 15th and first half of the 16th century is 
not clear, and will require larger groups for analysis. The assemblage is 
typically domestic and shows no particular signs of being high status. The 
presence of Raeren imports is fairly standard on sites of this period 
whatever their social position and low quantities are known from other sites 
locally (Barber 2008b).  

Early post-medieval (c. 1550-1750) 
4.1.1.9 The nine sherds suggest only low levels of domestic activity in the area at 

this time. No contexts of this period were identified on the site - all of the 
material being residual in later deposits, or intrusive in earlier ones. A wide 
chronological range is represented due to the presence of a single green-
glazed Borderware sherd (5g) residual in pit [150], fill [151] and London 
stoneware (1/6g) and Staffordshire white salt-glazed stoneware (7/30g) of 
the first half of the 18th century being recovered from other deposits. 

Late post-medieval (c. 1750 – 1900+) 
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4.1.1.10 This assemblage is composed of a typical range of domestic wares 
probably representing activity between c. 1825 and 1925. Kitchen/garden 
wares include unglazed earthenware (5/102g) flower pots, glazed red 
earthenware (4/133g) bowls/jars, yellow ware (6/78g) bowls and English 
stoneware (6/832g) bottles and jars. Finewares include a range of dishes, 
plates, bowls and cups in Blue stoneware (1/5g), plain pearlware (4/43g), 
transfer-printed pearlware (11/162g), later transfer-printed wares with blue 
(5/31g), black (1/5g) and green (1/1g) decoration and English porcelain 
(8/62g). The vast majority of this assemblage was recovered from 
unstratified deposits in all areas, the only sherd of note being the lower 
portion of a Bristol glazed ginger beer bottle with the black transfer-printed 
wording for the Shelvey & Co Ltd mineral waters manufacturer at Albert 
Works, Brighton (1882 – 1931: Askey undated). 

4.2 The Ceramic Building Material by Sarah Porteus 

4.2.1 Introduction 

4.2.1.1 A total of 135 fragments of ceramic building material (CBM) weighing 20kg 
were recovered from 25 contexts. The majority of the material is of post-
medieval date with a small quantity of medieval and undated material. Table 
2 gives the quantity of CBM recovered by period. 

Material Count Weight 
(g) 

Medieval 22 2014 
Post-medieval ceramic building materials 71 17372 
Mortar 9 340 
Undated fragments 22 146 

Table 2: Quantification of CBM by period. 

4.2.2 Methodology

4.2.2.1 All the ceramic building material has been recorded on a recording form 
based on that of the Museum of London (MoL). Tile has been quantified by 
fabric, form, weight and fragment count. Fabrics have been identified with 
the aid of a binocular microscope and a provisional fabric type series drawn 
up (Tables 2 and 3). The data have been entered onto an Excel database 
which is available as part of the archive. The material has been retained. 

4.2.3 The Fabrics and Forms 

4.2.3.1 The medieval CBM assemblage is composed entirely of peg tile fragments. 
The earliest fragments have a green glazed surface suggesting a likely date 
of 12th to 14th century. Only two glazed fragments were recovered, from 
context [225] and unstratified from Area C, both were in provisional fabric 
T5. The remainder of the medieval peg tile from all other contexts is 
unglazed with poorly formed circular peg holes in provisional fabric type T1. 
This peg tile is probably of later medieval date between the 15th and 17th

century. 



Archaeology South-East 
29-35 High Street, Crawley: Report No. 2010013 

© Archaeology South-East 
17

Provisional 
fabric code 

Description Contexts

T1 
Peg tile 

An orange fabric occasionally reduced with 
abundant coarse red iron rich inclusions and 
quartz. 

138, 177, 214, 237, 253, 
259, 260, 268, Area C 
unstratified. 

T5 
Peg tile 

A fine orange fabric with sparse coarse 
quartz and reduced core 

225, Area C unstratified 

Table 3: Provisional Medieval Fabric Descriptions 

4.2.3.2 Brick samples were taken from a series of walls [104], [108] and [109]. Brick 
from [104] is a frogged brick in fabric B3. Brick in this fabric is of probable 
17th to 19th century date and of local origin. The remaining walls [108] and 
[109] are in fabric B1 and are of 19th or early 20th century date. B1 bricks are 
machine made with well defined frogs, a purpose cut half brick from [109] 
had a brown glazed stretcher face. All the bricks sampled from walls were 
bonded with a pink sandy lime mortar, fragments of which were also 
recovered from [151] and [183].  

4.2.3.3 A drain brick made of a heavy duty industrial waterproof brick fabric was 
recovered from the exterior surface [142] and is of late 19th or 20th century 
date. The remainder of the post-medieval material was recovered from pits 
and was of 17th to 19th century date and consisted of peg tile, salt glazed 
stoneware pipe, a few fragments of possible pantile or chimney, and brick. 
Table 4 gives the form and date range of CBM recovered from non 
structural contexts. Pit [151] contains the widest range of forms and seems 
to be general 19th or 20th century demolition waste.  

Fabric Code Description Contexts 
B1 Industrial heavy duty brick 142 
B2 
Brick 

Pale cream fabric with abundant medium 
sized iron rich inclusions  

108, 109 

B3 
Brick 

Orange fabric with moderate iron rich 
inclusions. 

104, 151, 164, , 260, 270 

B4 
Brick 

underfired silty fabric with moderate cream 
silt inclusions 

181, 237, 270 

B5 
Brick 

Red fine sandy brick with few inclusions, 
most likely a rubbing brick for shaping. 

151 

T2 
Peg tile 

orange fabric with coarse black iron rich 
inclusions and abundant coarse 
calcareous inclusions. 

148 

T3 
Peg tile 

fine orange fabric with sparse black iron 
rich inclusions and sparse coarse quartz. 

151, 164, 185, 233, area B 
unstratified 

T4 
Peg tile, 
pantile/chimney  

Orange silty fabric with fine silt streaking 
and sparse orange inclusions. 

151, area C unstratified 

Table 4: Post-medieval fabric descriptions. 



Archaeology South-East 
29-35 High Street, Crawley: Report No. 2010013 

© Archaeology South-East 
18

Context Forms Fabrics present Date range 
148 Peg tile T2 Late C19th or 

C20th 
151 Peg tile, brick, salt glazed pipe, 

pantile/chimney, rubbing brick  
T3, B3, T4, B5, B3 C17th-20th

(date most likely 
late PM or 
modern) 

164 Brick, peg tile B3, T3 C17th-C19th 
181 Brick B3, B4 undated 
185 Peg tile T3 C17th-C19th 
233 Peg tile T3 C17th-C19th 
237 Brick B4 C17th-C19th? 
260 Brick B3 C17th-C19th? 
270 Flakes only B3, B4 undated 
Area B 
unstratified 

Peg tile T3 C18th-C19th 

Area C 
unstratified 

Peg tile T4 C17th-C19th 

Table 5: Form and Date Range of CBM recovered from non structural contexts. 

4.2.4 Summary 

4.2.4.1 The ceramic building material assemblage indicates the presence of 
medieval structures within the area of the site but the assemblage is 
dominated by later post-medieval material related to more recent 
construction of a 19th or early 20th century building on site. The later post-
medieval building may have had a part brown glazed frontage.  

4.3 Fired Clay by Elke Raemen 

4.3.1 A small assemblage of 889 fragments of fired clay (wt 14478g) was 
recovered from ten individually numbered contexts. An additional four 
contexts contained fired clay fragments recovered from the environmental 
residues but all are too small (<5mm) to be diagnostic of fabric or function. 
Pieces are often fairly abraded and where wattle impressions were visible, 
these are often ill-defined. All fragments have been recorded in full on pro 
forma sheets for archive. 

Two fabrics were noted: 
Fabric 1   Sparse fine sand-tempered with rare iron oxide inclusions to 1mm 
Fabric 2   Sparse fine sand-tempered with rare iron oxide inclusions to 1mm 

and rare organic temper (elongated). Many ill-mixed. 

4.3.2 The majority of pieces are in Fabric 1. Fabric 2 is likely to reflect a slight 
variation within a batch rather than an actual different fabric.  

4.3.3 Most fragments (776 pieces) are featureless, followed by 91 pieces with one 
flat surface. Wattle marks survive on 21 fragments, one of which also has a 
flat surface. The imprints range in diameter between 6 and 31 mm. A 
possible finger imprint is visible on a piece from pit [243] (fill [259]). 

4.3.4 The largest group of fired clay was recovered from ore roasting hearth 
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[2/006] (fill [2/007]), during the evaluation. The assemblage contained a total 
of 488 fragments. A total of 180 pieces was recovered from the feature 
during subsequent re-examination during the open area excavation. These 
fragments are likely to represent the daub (super-)structure of the furnace. 
This is demonstrated by the 8 pieces which had wattle marks and the 23 
pieces which had flat surfaces (so, for example, could have been an 
external face). That said, the vast majority of the pieces were amorphous 
and featureless. 

4.4 Clay Tobacco Pipe by Elke Raemen 

4.4.1 Introduction 

4.4.1.1 A small assemblage of 19 clay tobacco pipe fragments was recovered from 
six individually numbered contexts, including the topsoil. Bowls have been 
principally classified according to the London ‘Chronology of Bowl Types’ by 
Atkinson and Oswald (1969, 177-180; prefix AO). This was complimented 
by Adrian Oswald’s Simplified General Typology (1975, 37; prefix OS), in 
order to refine the dating of the 18th-century clay pipe. Decorated and/or 
marked pipes were assigned a unique Registered Finds number (RF <00>). 
A detailed tabulated register of the entire assemblage has been deposited 
as part of the archive. 

4.4.2 Overview of the Assemblage 

4.4.2.1 A total of 15 stem fragments was found, including a collared mouthpiece 
dating to c. 1850-1910 (unstratified Area B). These were dated 
approximately based on the bore diameter in relation to the stem thickness. 
Such dating has to be approached with caution, however, the earliest 
pieces can be dated between c. 1650-1720 (unstratified Area C). All others 
date between 1750 and 1910.  

4.4.2.2 Five bowls were recovered during the excavations, two of which are 
unstratified. The earliest of these consists of an AO9 (c. 1640-60), 
recovered from the topsoil in Area C. All other pipes are marked and/or 
decorated. No makers could be identified. The second unstratified pipe, RF 
<2> (OS12; 1730-80), retains a heart moulded in relief on the partially 
surviving spur (Fig*). This type of pipe may be attributed to an unidentified 
maker in Reigate. Pipes with this mark and from many different moulds 
appear widely distributed over Surrey (c.1760-80) but with a concentration 
around the Reigate area, suggesting this as the production centre (Higgins 
1981, 213).  

4.4.2.3 A bowl with fox and grapes design moulded in relief on the bowl (RF <1A>) 
was recovered from pit [9/009] (fill [9/010]). The piece dates to c. 1780-1820 
(AO27) and may be referring to a public house. Of slightly later date is RF 
<3>, which consists of an AO30 bowl (c. 1850-1910) and which is decorated 
with knobs protruding across the surface of the bowl (pit [165], fill[166]). 
Similar examples were recovered from e.g. Ewell and Reigate (Higgins 
1981: Fig 26, no. 5, Fig 32, no. 7 and Fig 48, no. 6) Finally an AO33 (post 
1840) was recovered from pit [150] (fill [151]). The fragment (RF <1B>) has 
‘CORK’ moulded incuse on the stem. A ?grid or shield is moulded in relief 
on both sides of the spur. The pipe is an Irish type, manufactured in Britain 
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and intended for the stream of Irish immigrants, which increased in the 
second half of the 19th century. 

4.5 The Geological Material  by Luke Barber 

4.5.1 The excavations recovered 145 pieces of stone, weighing just over 15.5kg, 
from 21 individually numbered contexts. The material has been fully listed 
on pro forma for the archive and is summarised in Table 6. 

Period/Type Undated, 
U/S or 
mixed 

c. 1225-
1350 

c. 1350-
1550 

c. 1800-
1900 

Totals 

No. of contexts 7 1 9 4 21
Local 

Sandstone: 
Upper 

Tunbridge Wells 
Sandstone 

8/684g - 48/6,410g 7/404g 63/7,498g 

Local 
Sandstone: 
Ferruginous 

Hastings Beds 

- 2/106g 8/910g 1/66g 11/1,082g 

Horsham stone 1/418g - 19/2,474g 4/1,634g 24/4,526g 
Upper 

greensand: 
Reigate stone 

- - 1/1,150g - 1/1,150g 

Welsh slate 5/178g - 2/8g 27/1,038g 34/1,224g 
Coal 2/8g - 3/16g 7/40g 12/64g 

Totals 16/1,288g 2/106g 81/10,968g 46/3,182g 145/15,544g

Table 6: Characterisation of the Stone Assemblage. 

4.5.2 The assemblage is dominated by stone types that are available on, or close 
to, the site. A large proportion of these consist of irregular pieces – though 
amongst these numerous examples are burnt. Considering the quantity of 
metal-working waste from the same features this is hardly surprising. 
Indeed the Hastings Beds ferruginous sandstone is of high enough iron 
content to be smelted and it is quite possible the small assemblage (8/910g) 
from pit [137], fill [138] is in fact discarded ore.  

4.5.3 Some of the Upper Tunbridge Wells sandstone pieces are clearly from 
roofing slabs. This somewhat friable stone is not as suitable for roofing as 
the more common compacted Horsham stone, but its use for roofing has 
been noted in the town during the mid 13th to 14th centuries (Barber 2008c). 
The pieces in the current assemblage are all quite abraded and likely to be 
residual in the Transitional contexts in which they were found. Examples 
include 16 pieces (1,320g), including one with part of a circular peg-hole, 
from Transitional pit [155], fill [157] and a fragment from a 12mm thick and 
110mm wide neatly trimmed slab from pit [182], fill [183] (mixed dating). 
Horsham stone roofing slabs are better represented, all being found in 
Transitional contexts, the period when this roofing material appears to have 
become relatively common.  

4.5.4 The only piece of Horsham stone definitely not from roofing consists of a 
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45mm thick bedded fragment with worn upper face from flooring (residual in 
19th- century pit [150], fill [151]). This piece has traces of possible hammer-
scale adhering to its upper face suggesting it originally formed part of the 
floor to an iron-working building. A little more intriguing is the presence of 
part of a chamfered block in Reigate stone from pit [243], fill [259]. The 
piece is quite friable suggesting it may have been burnt during a secondary 
use prior to being cleared away and dumped. Certainly this stone must have 
come from a building of some substance and certainly not one that would 
expect near the iron-working area. It is interesting to note that this pit also 
produced the largest single group of Horsham stone slab fragments 
(8/656g) which may have derived from the same building. 

4.5.5 The only stone from the site that has travelled any distance consists of coal 
and Welsh slate. With the exception of a single fragment of polished writing 
slate from pit [150] all of this Welsh slate is from roofing. The vast majority 
of the slate and coal is from 19th- century deposits though a few pieces are 
intrusive in earlier features. 

4.6 The Metallurgical Remains by Luke Barber 

4.6.1 The excavations recovered 83,074g of slag from 43 individually numbered 
contexts. The material has been fully listed on pro forma for the archive and 
the assemblage is characterized in Table 7. 

Period/Type Undated, 
U/S or 
mixed 

c. 1225-1350 c. 1350-1550 c. 1800-
1900 

Totals

No. of contexts 12 9 18 4 43
Ore fines - 174g 408g 125g 707g 

Furnace Lining 95g - 414g - 509g 
Fuel Ash - - - 226g 226g 

Iron: 
undiagnostic of 

process 

13,772g 5,983g 20,151g 630g 40,536g 

Iron: spheres 2g 2g 4g - 8g
Iron: smelting 
(Bloomery) 

8,554g 4,787g 22,080g 118g 35,539g 

Iron: smithing 306g - 36g 4,937g 5,279g 
Iron: smelting 
(Blast furnace) 

270g - - - 270g 

Totals 22,999g 10,946g 43,093g 6,036g 83,074g 

Table 7: Characterisation of Metallurgical Remains 

4.6.2 The earliest slag from the site is derived from one of several widely-
scattered pits dated to between the mid 13th and mid 14th centuries. The 
range of slag types for this period is totally dominated by material 
associated with iron smelting. Small quantities of magnetic roasted ore fines 
were recovered from environmental residues though the majority of the 
material consists of dense smelting slag, often including distinctive tap slag 
as well as furnace cinder. In the absence of any definite smithing slag it is 
likely that all the iron slag undiagnostic of process is in face from smelting 
too.  

4.6.3 The small quantities of iron spheres, although often associated with 
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smithing could easily represent molten spots of smelting slag, particularly 
considering the total absence of classic platy hammer-scale. The density of 
iron slag in pits of this period is not great. The largest groups were 
recovered from pit [180], fill [181] (31/5,277g of undiagnostic iron and 
6/766g of smelting slag) and pit [249], fill [256] (2/466g of undiagnostic and 
8/3,311g of smelting slag). Pits of this period containing varying quantities of 
iron slag but little domestic waste are well known from the town though the 
exact reason/s for the initial pit digging is usually impossible to ascertain 
(Stevens 2006). 

4.6.4 The assemblage from the later 14th- to mid 16th- Transitional period features 
is significantly larger, both in the number of features involved and the total 
of slag present. Although the presence of earlier residual material cannot be 
ruled out it is considered likely that at least most of this material is 
contemporary with the period. The bloomery smelting process continued 
during this period and despite the introduction of the blast furnace at the 
end of the 15th century the older smelting process, sometimes using water-
power if the site topography allowed, continued in some areas well into the 
16th (Cleere and Crossley 1995).  

4.6.5 A number of features produced magnetic roasted ore fines from 
environmental residues. Although these were recovered from a number of 
pits containing smelting slag it is perhaps significant that the 54g recovered 
from hearth [294] (fills [295] and [297]) was not accompanied by any 
smelting or smithing slag. As such, it is quite possible this feature was 
associated with ore roasting and as such the only feature on site directly 
linked with the iron-making process. The make-up of the slag assemblage 
from the pits of this period is very similar to that from the 13th to 14th

centuries – with the majority consisting of smelting slag with the 
undiagnostic slag likely to be the result of the same process. The single 
piece of rusty smithing slag from pit [243], fill [259] is not considered to be 
significant. Not only are there more pits of this date containing slag but 
many have larger individual assemblages.  

4.6.6 Notable groups include pit [155], fill [156]  (57/4,035g of undiagnostic and 
5/1,350g of smelting slag), pit [176], fill [177] (6/2,891g of undiagnostic and 
11/2,865g smelting slag) and pit [184], fill [185] (with 114g of ore fines, 322g 
of undiagnostic iron slag and 16 large pieces of congealed smelting slag 
weighing 14,569g). The lower fill of this same pit (context [206]) produced a 
further 3,398g of undiagnostic slag along with a piece of furnace lining. Pit 
[182], fill [183] also contained a significant assemblage (18/5,920g of 
undiagnostic and 13/6,341g of smelting slag).  

4.6.7 Although a significant quantity of the slag from post-medieval deposits is 
undoubtedly residual material the unstratified and undated pieces of blast 
furnace slag are certainly of this date. Even more noticeable is the 
concentration of iron smithing slag in 19th- century pit [150], fill [151]. This 
contained 19 rusty pieces (3,664g), including a plano-convex forge bottom 
measuring 80mm in diameter and 23mm thick (412g) and 226g of fuel ash 
slag. An additional five pieces (1,273g) of smithing slag, including another 
forge bottom (70mm diameter, 25mm thick and weighing 164g) were also 
recovered from a 19th- century pit during the evaluation (context [9/010]) 
strongly suggesting the presence of a nearby blacksmith at this time, see 
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section 3.6.4 
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4.7 The Animal Bone by Gemma Ayton

4.7.1 Introduction 

4.7.1.1 The animal bone assemblage was recovered from pit fills and contains 319 
fragments from 16 contexts and weighs 4278g. Bone was recovered from 
features dating to the medieval, transitional and post-medieval periods. The 
assemblage contains hand collected bone and bone retrieved through the 
processing of environmental samples. The assemblage is in a good 
condition with little surface weathering and a number of large fragments 
remaining.  

4.7.2 Methodology 

4.7.2.1 Wherever possible the bone fragments have been identified to species and 
the skeletal element represented. The bone was identified using 
Archaeology South-East’s in-house reference collection and Schmidt 
(1972). Elements that could not be confidently identified to species, such as 
long-bone and vertebrae fragments, have been recorded according to their 
size. The larger fragments are recorded as cattle-sized and the smaller 
fragments as sheep-sized. To assist with the MNE calculations and in an 
attempt to avoid the distortion caused by differing fragmentation rates, the 
elements have been recorded according to the part and proportion of the 
bone present. The MNI (Minimum Number of Individuals) will be calculated 
from the most common element according to the MNE, by taking sides into 
consideration. The state of fusion has been noted and tooth wear has been 
recorded using Grant (1982) and Hambleton (1999). 

4.7.2.2 Where measurements were possible they have been taken using methods 
outlined by Von Den Driesch (1976). Digital callipers have been used for the 
smaller fragments and an osteometric board for complete long bones. Each 
fragment has then been studied for signs of butchery, burning, gnawing and 
pathology.  

4.7.3 Results - NISP 

4.7.3.1 Table 8 represents the NISP (Number of Identified Specimens) recovered 
from each phase. The assemblage contains bones from cattle (Bos taurus), 
sheep/goat (Ovis/Capra), pig (Sus), horse (Equus), hare (Lepus) and 
domestic chicken (Gallus). 

SPECIES 
PHASE 
2

PHASE 
3

PHASE 
5

CATTLE 11 58 3 
SHEEP 13 23 1 
PIG 10 21   
HORSE 37     
HARE   1   
CHICKEN   1   
UNI 62 76 2 
TOTAL 133 180 6 

Table 8: The NISP from each phase.
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4.7.3.2 The Phase 5 assemblage contains a very small number of cattle and sheep 
bones and is too small to warrant further analysis. 

4.3.4 Results - MNE

 Phase 2 
4.3.4.1 The small medievalassemblage is dominated by non-meat bearing bones 

though no evidence of butchery has been noted. The majority of the 
unidentifiable bones derive from cranial fragments that cannot be 
confidently identified to species. All of the fragments identified as horse 
derive from a fragmented cranium and maxillae.  

Phase 3  
4.3.4.2 The Phase 3 assemblage contains both meat bearing and non-meat 

bearing bones. 

4.3.5 Results - MNI 

4.3.5.1 Table 9 represents the MNI (Minimum Number of Individuals) from Phases 
2 and 3 calculated using the most commonly occurring element and taking 
sides and the stage of fusion of the bone into account. 

SPECIES
PHASE 
2

PHASE 
3

CATTLE 1 2 
SHEEP 1 1 
PIG 2 2 
HORSE 1   
HARE   1 
CHICK   1 

Table 9: MNI counts for Phases 2 and 3 

4.3.6 Age Data 

Phase 2 
4.3.6.1 The cattle bone assemblage did not provided any age data. A loose, upper 

second molar from the horse maxillae has been measured according to 
Levine (1982) and ages the animal to 10 years at the time of death.  
Epipyseal fusion data from the sheep assemblage ages the animal to 
between 10 and 24 months (Silver 1969). Epipyseal fusion data from the pig 
assemblage ages one of the individuals to less than 1 year. The presence 
of a large, male canine indicates that the assemblage also contains the 
remains of a more mature animal. 

Phase 3 
4.3.6.2 Epipyseal fusion data from the cattle assemblage ages one of the animals 

to less than 12 months. The presence of a fused first phalanx suggests that 
the second animal is older than 2 years.  The pig bone assemblage 
contains the remains of a neo-natal animal. The presence of a fused 
proximal radius ages the second animal to over 1 year. One sheep/goat 
mandible was recovered and was recorded using the Grant (1982) system 
of wear. The wear stage indicates that the animal had reached 3-4 years of 
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age at the time of death (Hambleton 1999). 

4.3.7 Modifications 

Phase 2 
4.3.7.1 No evidence of butchery, burning, gnawing or pathology was recorded on 

the phase 1 assemblage. 

Phase 3 
4.3.7.2 A number of small (less than 4mm) fragments of burnt/cremated bone were 

recovered from the environmental samples. Evidence of butchery was 
recorded on cattle-sized ribs and a sheep calcaneous. No evidence of 
pathology or gnawing has been noted. 

4.3.8 Discussion 

Phase 2 
4.3.8.1 The animal bone assemblage dated to Phase 2 contains fragments of 

cattle, sheep, pig and horse. The NISP counts suggest that horses are the 
dominant species followed by sheep, cattle and pig respectively. The MNI 
calculations suggest that pig are underrepresented in the NISP counts and 
appear to be the dominant species. The MNE counts suggest that the area 
may have been utilised as a specialist butchery site and the age data 
suggests that both juvenile and adult animals were present.  

Phase 3 
4.3.8.2 The animal bone assemblage dated to Phase 3 contains fragments of 

cattle, sheep, pig hare and domestic chicken. The NISP count suggests that 
cattle are the dominant species followed by sheep, pig, hare and chicken 
respectively.  The MNI counts suggest that pigs are underrepresented in the 
NISP counts and that they were of equal importance to cattle. The MNE 
counts suggest that the area was not used as a specialist butchery site 
though evidence of butchered cattle and sheep bones were recovered.  Age 
data suggests that both adult and juvenile animals were present. 

4.3.9 Conclusions 

Phase 2 
4.3.9.1 The data derived from the analysis of the Phase 2 assemblage suggests 

that the bone assemblage contains the remains of animals utilised for 
domestic and industrial practices.  The horse cranium probably derives from 
a working animal associated with the prosperous tanning or iron working 
industry. The juvenile sheep and pig bones are likely to represent food 
waste. Age data and MNI counts reflect the importance of pigs as a meat 
supply. The disproportionate number of non-meat bearing bones suggests 
that the site may have been used as a dumping ground for primary butchery 
waste. However, the small size of the assemblage and lack of butchery 
evidence prevents us from making any final conclusions.  

  Phase 3 
4.3.9.2 The data derived from the analysis of the Phase 3 assemblage indicates an 

increase in the diversity of species represented at the site. This may 
suggest that the inhabitants are beginning to look further afield for their 
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meat supply though the evidence for this is based on a small assemblage. 
The recovery of juvenile pig remains suggests that pigs are still an important 
meat supply.  The butchery marks recorded on the cattle ribs and the sheep 
calcaneous are indicative of the process of dismemberment.  Cattle and 
sheep may also have been utilised for a number of other resources 
including meat, milk, wool and traction. 
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5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE 

5.1 The Charred Plant Remains by Lucy Allott

5.1.1 Introduction

5.1.1.1 A total of 13 samples were taken during two phases of archaeological work 
at the site. The majority of samples are from features grouped in Phase 3 
which is transitional between the medieval and post-medieval occupations. 
Three samples were taken from furnace/kiln feature [294] = [2/006] located 
in the NW of the site, seven samples are from pit features in the centre of 
the excavation, and a further bulk sample was taken from a pit in the SW of 
the excavated area. Two small samples were taken to recover slag from 
deposits associated with this pit. Fragments of hand collected charcoal have 
also been integrated into the following report. 

5.1.2 Methodology 

5.1.2.1 Bulk samples were processed in a flotation tank in their entirety, the 
residues and flots were retained on 500 and 250 micron meshes and were 
air dried prior to sorting. Residues were sieved through stacked geological 
sieves (4 and 2mm) and each size fraction was sorted for environmental 
and archaeological remains. The residues were also passed under a 
magnet to assist retrieval of metallic remains and other industrial debris 
associated with the kiln feature. Slag samples were treated as finds and 
remains from these were incorporated with the finds assemblage.  

5.1.2.2 Macrobotanical remains were viewed under a stereozoom microscope at 
x7-45 magnification and have been identified with reference to modern 
comparative material at University College London and taxa recorded in 
reference atlases (Cappers et al. 2006, NIAB 2004). Charcoal fragments 
were fractured along three planes following standardised procedure (Gale & 
Cutler 2000) and identified through comparison with modern reference 
slides and atlases (Hather 2000, Schweingruber 1990 and Schoch et al.
2004). Each specimen was viewed under a stereozoom micropscope at x 7-
45 (for initial sorting) and an incident light metallurgical microscope at x50, 
100, 200 and 400 (for identification). The presence of round wood has also 
been noted when apparent. Nomenclature used follows Stace (1997).    

5.1.3 Results and Discussion 

5.1.3.1 Tables 10, 11 and 12 document the contents of the bulk samples. Sampling 
confirmed the presence of a range of environmental remains including 
charred botanical remains and fauna. Artefacts such as ceramic building 
material, beads, glass, clay pipe and industrial waste were also retrieved 
from these whole earth samples and have been incorporated, with the 
faunal remains, into the finds report.  

5.1.3.2 With the exception of wood charcoal, charred macrobotanical remains were 
not particularly common in any of the features sampled. Small assemblages 
of cereal caryopses, predominantly bread type wheat (Triticum cf. aestivum)
and occasional oat (Avena sp.) caryopses that may represent either wild or 
cultivated oats are present. Seeds of wild plants including knotweed/docks 
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(Polygonum/Rumex sp.), wild grasses (Poaceae) including some brome/oat 
(Bromus/Avena sp.), Solanum nigrum (black nightshade) and possible 
woodruff (cf. Asperula arvensis) were present in roughly equal proportions 
to the cereals. These are all weeds that are common to arable land or 
disturbed ground and may have been brought to the site among the cereals. 
It should be noted that all macrobotanical remains were infrequent.  

5.1.3.3 Wood charcoal fragments were more abundant in these samples and pit 
features in the centre of the excavated area (Trench 3 area in the 
evaluation) produced particularly rich assemblages. Taxa recorded include 
oak (Quercus sp.), beech (Fagus sylvatica), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), birch 
(Betula sp.), hazel (Corylus avellana), Maloideae taxa (such as 
hawthorn/whitebeam/apple/pear) that can’t be distinguished anatomically, 
holly (Ilex aquifolium) and heather (Calluna vulgaris). It is likely that much of 
the charcoal assemblage derives from wood collected for fuel for use in the 
kiln although remnants of other wood using activities may also be 
represented.  

5.1.4 Phase 3 Transitional  medieval-post medieval 

5.1.4.1 Charred macrobotanical remains from phase 3 land use are too limited to 
provide a detailed overview of the agricultural economy or the vegetation 
environment in the site vicinity although several basic observations can be 
made. Bread wheat is typical of arable farming at this time and the 
associated weeds may have been introduced with the crops although many 
could equally have grown in the immediate site vicinity on the 
disturbed/waste ground associated with the industrial activities. This small 
assemblage of agricultural waste and lack of evidence for other plant food 
waste is not altogether unexpected given the prominence of industrial 
activities at the site. Instead fuel dominates the environmental assemblage.  

5.1.4.1 Much of the wood is likely to have come from managed woodland sources 
however the array of taxa present does indicate access to a range of 
deciduous woodland types. Vast quantities of wood were required for fuel 
using industrial activities and it is highly likely that access to and 
management of these resources was controlled by this time. Each of the 
commonly identified taxa could have been managed through coppicing 
and/or coppice with standards (in which some larger trees such as oak are 
allowed to grow to full) and these techniques although not necessarily 
visible archaeologically, are likely to have been employed in the region.  

5.1.5 Feature Group information 

5.1.5.2 The pit features located in the centre of the excavated area produced the 
richest and most diverse assemblages of wood charcoal. The most 
frequently identified taxa are oak, beech, birch and hazel all of which could 
have been managed to provide good fuel through the use of coppicing. 
Unlike the assemblages from the ore roasting hearth,  (see integrated 
information, paragraph 3.4.6.4),  the heterogeneous assemblages present 
in these pits are more likely to result from dumps of wood charcoal and 
other refuse deriving from several original sources. The broad array of 
artefacts recovered in the samples lends support this suggestion. Small 
quantities of holly and Maloideae taxa were also recorded although they do 
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not appear to have been as important as the other, larger trees recorded 
above.  

5.1.5.3 All of the taxa recorded could have been used for purposes other than fuel. 
Hazel for example is suitable for wattle, while oak, beech, ash may have 
been used for other structural elements of the site. The growth form of holly 
can vary from small shrubs to large trees and although this is a relatively 
unusual wood type in archaeological charcoal assemblages Mabey (1979) 
notes that it is a good fuel, burning well when green.  

5.1.5.4 A small cluster of pits in the south-west of the site produce very little 
charcoal. Three fragments of beech were collected from pit feature [182] 
however intercutting pit [184] was dominated by slag and other small 
industrial debris with only small and unidentifiable charcoal fragments 
present. Given the relative scarcity of charcoal in these features it is unlikely 
that primary fuel using events were undertaken in this location.  
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Table 10: Residue Quantification (* = 1-10, ** = 11-50, *** = 51-250, **** = >250) 
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3 1007 297 294 

Hearth/Furnace 
(NW of 
excavation)   65 6 * <1 ** <1             

CBM*/20, Ceramic*/<1, Ind. 
Debris(small)**/14 

3 1008 185 294 

Hearth/Furnace 
(NW of 
excavation) 1350-1450 65 6 * <1 ** 4 * <1         

CBM*/4, Slag*/582, Pot*/16, Ind. 
Debris(small)***/50 

  5 2/007 2006 
Fill of Kiln in T2 
(same as [294] 

mid 14th-
15th   20     ** 1         * 1 GLASS*/1 

3 1001 177 176 
Pit (in centre of 
excavated area) 1400-1500 17 40 *** 14 **** 14 ** 14         

B. Clay*/10, Pot*/34, Ind. Debris 
(small)****/120, Slag**/258  
CBM*/24 

3 1005 148 147 
Pit (in centre of 
excavated area) 1300-1400 7 40 ** 10 *** 8 * 4 * 1     

Metal*/4g - CBM***/104g - Ind. 
Debris (small)****/138 

3 1006 138 137 
Pit (in centre of 
excavated area) 1450-1550 5 40 *** 46 *** 18 *** 70         

CBM**/284, Ind. Debris (small) 
****/152, Pot**/102, Slag**/334, 
Bead*/<1, Glass*/<1, C.Pipe*/4 

  EV1 3/005 3005 Fill of Pit in T3     20 *** 12 *** 8 * 2         

Burnt clay****/6274 CBM*/46 Indust. 
Debris 1 slag***/250 
hammerscale*/1  

  EV2 3/007 3006 Fill of Pit in T3     20 ** 8 ** 4 ** 20         
Burnt clay **/6 slag**/188 pot*/2 
CBM*/1 metal*/1 

  EV3 3/012 3010 Fill of Pit in T3     20 ** 1 ** 1         * 1 
Burnt clay **/4 slag**/6 pot*/4 
Hammerscale*/1 Glass*2 

  EV4 3/009 3008 Fill of Pit in T3 
mid 15th-
16th   20 ** 1 ** 1         * 1 Slag***/1340 Pot*/1 Burnt clay **/54 
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3 1002 181 180 
Pit (Slag Sample 
not floated) 1225-1350 19 10                       

3 1003 183 182 
Pit (Slag Sample 
not floated) 

x4 1250-
1350; x3 
1400-1550 20 10                       

3 1004 185 184 

Pit (in SW of 
excavation 
located near 
[180] and [182] 1400-1500 21 40 * 1 ** 6 * 1         

Slag***/906, CBM*/20, Ind. Debris 
(small)***/118, Glass*/1,  Pot*/16 
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Table 11:  Flot Quantification (* = 1-10, ** = 11-50, *** = 51-250, **** = >250) 
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1007 297 294 4 <2 30 35 
** Sambucus 
nigra     ***                 

1008 295 294 4 4 4 38 

* Sambucus 
nigra,
Chenopodiaceae
/ Amaranthaceae 
indet. * ** ***       * 

Polygonum/Rumex 
sp. ++   ** 

EV5 2/007 2006 <1 3 20 60     * **                 

1001 177 176 6 9 42 4 
** Rubus sp., 
Urtica cf. dioca **

**
* *** * 

Cerealia 
indet., 
Triticum 
sp., T. cf. 
aestivum  ++ * 

Poaceae indet., 
Avena/Bromus sp., 
Taraxacum cf. 
officinale, cf. 
Asperula arvensis ++ *  ** 

1005 148 147 6 12 70 2 

* Sambucus 
nigra, cf. 
Aethusa 
cynapium, 
Polygonum/ 
Rumex sp. * ** *** * 

Triticum cf. 
aestivum  ++ * 

Poaceae indet., 
Avena/Bromus sp., 
cf. Solanum sp.  
Endocarp indet. ++   * 
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1006 138 137 10 81 80 2 
* Rubus sp., 
Sambucus nigra * * ** * 

Cerealia 
indet., T. 
cf. 
aestivum  + * 

Polygonum/Rumex 
sp., Avena/Bromus
sp. ++   ** 

EV1 3/005 3005 2 8 80 <5   * * *** * 

Triticum 
sp., cf. 
Avena sp., 
cerealia 
indet 
(puffed) ++/+         * 

EV2 3/007 3006 <1 5 85 <5   * * ** * 

Triticum 
sp., cf 
Avena sp.  ++         * 

EV3 3/012 3010 4 8 20 <5   * ** ** * 
indet 
cerealia  +         ** 

EV4 3/009 3008 <1 8 98 <2       *       1  indet cpr  +     

1004 185 184 4 <2 55 35 

* Sambucus 
nigra,
Chenopodiaceae 
/ Amaranthaceae 
indet.     ***               * 
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Table 12: Charcoal Identifications (rw = round wood, HC = hand collected) 
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1007 297 294 
Hearth/Furnace (NW of 
excavation) 3   65 10 1           1   

1008 185 294 
Hearth/Furnace (NW of 
excavation) 3 

1350-
1450 65 71   1             

Eval5 2/007 2006 
Fill of Kiln in T2 (same 
as [294]   

mid 14th-
15th                     

1001 177 176 
Pit (in centre of 
excavated area) 3 

1400-
1500 17 1 4   

24 (1 
rw) 3         

1005 148 147 
Pit (in centre of 
excavated area) 3 

1300-
1400 7   5 

4
(rw) 18 6 5 1     

1006 138 137 
Pit (in centre of 
excavated area) 3 

1450-
1550 5   10 1 5 22   1   1 

EV1 3/005 3005 Fill of Pit in T3         5 4 4 2 1       
EV2 3/007 3006 Fill of Pit in T3         4 4 4 7         
EV3 3/012 3010 Fill of Pit in T3                         

EV4 3/009 3008 Fill of Pit in T3   
mid 15th-
16th                     

1002 181 180 
Pit (Slag Sample not 
floated) 3 

1225-
1350 19                   
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1003 183 182 
Pit (Slag Sample not 
floated) 3 

x4 1250-
1350; x3 
1400-
1550 20                   

1004 185 184 

Pit (in SW of 
excavation located 
near [180] and [182] 3 

1400-
1500 21                   

 HC 268                   
* (rw ca 
6cm diam)         

 HC 268                   4 (rw)         
 HC 157             1     ~5 (incl rw)         
 HC 260                   2 (rw)         
 HC 183   Pit          3               
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6.0 DISCUSSION 

6.1 The archaeological work at the current site has added further information to 
the large corpus of data regarding Crawley’s industrial and domestic past. 
The southern end of the High Street has now been the location of several 
archaeological investigations and taken as a whole, Crawley’s historic 
centre must rank as one of the most thoroughly archaeologically 
investigated areas in Sussex in recent years (Fig. 2, cf. Seaford: Gardiner 
1995, or Steyning;: Gardiner and Greatorex 1997).  

6.2 Arguably this level of research does allow some conclusions to be drawn 
about the development of this part of the town over time The absence of 
discernable boundaries of any antiquity does go some way to support the 
argument that this part of town was laid out later than the plots to the north 
on a more ad hoc basis (see 1.3.6 above). Although this is given some 
support by the presence of defined early boundaries to the north (at Church 
Walk; ASE 2008), it could be equally be argued that the discovery of 
medieval boundary ditches at the Asda site is evidence of some level of the 
laying out of plots at the southern end of town at an early stage in the town’s 
development (Stevens 2008). 

6.3 Clearly the site had been divided in some way in the past given the differing 
character of the deposits in the different parts of the site, and the fact that 
the central area appears to have been an open space dating back to the first 
phase of discernable activity. This would have resulted in a higher 
concentration of waste pits in the area, and in a reduction in the level of 
truncation recorded elsewhere in the vicinity, clearly both recognisable 
phenomena at the site. Alternatively, and it is impossible to tell, the area’s 
function as area for pitting would mean that, by neceissty it had to be an 
open space. In either case, it appears likely that the site had been sub-
divided by undetectable historic boundaries, such as hedgeing, or stake and 
hurdle fences,  arguably as early as the 13th century. 

6.4  Unfortunately the character of the buildings fronting onto the High Street at 
this early date could not be ascertained.  Although the presence of building 
stone of some quality may hint at a nearby building of some status during 
the Transitional period, it may derive from the nearby church of St John. 
There are, however, numerous examples of the high quality of residences 
built by later ironmasters (Hodgkinson 2008, 97-103), but little is known 
about the town houses of Crawley at this time. It is , perhaps, also possible 
that the recovery of this block of masonry and the associated Horsham 
stone roofing materials hint at the lifestyle which could be enjoyed from the 
profits of the iron industry. Little more can be said regarding this as in reality 
the material evidence is poor and limited. 

6.5 Crawley’s association with this industry was clearly attested by the presence 
of smelting slag in the medieval rubbish pits, which strongly hinted at the 
location of nearby primary iron production. This is comparable to the site 
excavated at Pegler Way (Hammond 2005), which also revealed good 
evidence of the disposal of slag in rubbish pits. The evidence for a nearby 
smelter was clearer in the Transitional period from the slag-filled pits in the 
southern part of the site, and there was also the more tangible evidence of 
ore roasting within the boundaries of the site itself.  
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6.6 The change evident in the post-medieval period was undoubtedly 
representative of a wide-scale transformation of Crawley at that time. With 
the introduction of water-powered forges in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, and the appearance of the blast furnace in the Weald by 1500 
production sites moved away from the town (Cleere and Crossley 1995, 
104-17).  

6.7 The subsequent economic decline was arguably clearly represented in the 
drastically reduced level of material culture recovered from the site during 
the early post-medieval period. However habitation clearly did continue and 
the presence of a blacksmiths at the site from at least the seventeenth 
century (Hygate 2003, 146-9) was evidence of Crawley’s continuing function 
as a local centre of activity. There was also clear evidence of later post-
medieval occupation both in the form of building remains and domestic and 
industrial waste, indicative of the residential and commercial role that the 
centre of Crawley continues to offer to this day.
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APPENDIX - Context Register 

Site Code Context Context Type Feature Type Parent Context 
HCY 09 100 Layer FL

HCY 09 101 Layer Fl 

HCY 09 102 Layer FL

HCY 09 103 Layer DB 305

HCY 09 104 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 105 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 106 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 107 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 108 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 109 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 110 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 111 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 112 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 113 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 114 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 115 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 116 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 117 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 118 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 119 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 120 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 121 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 122 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 123 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 124 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 125 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 126 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 127 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 128 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 129 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 130 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 131 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 132 Masonry FL 305

HCY 09 133 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 134 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 135 Masonry FL 305

HCY 09 136 Masonry FL 305

HCY 09 137 Cut P 

HCY 09 138 Fill P 137
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Site Code Context Context Type Feature Type Parent Context 
HCY 09 139 Cut P 

HCY 09 140 Fill P 139

HCY 09 141 Masonry EM 305

HCY 09 142 Masonry EM 305

HCY 09 143 Masonry EM 305

HCY 09 144 Masonry EM 305

HCY 09 145 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 146 Masonry FL 305

HCY 09 147 Cut P 

HCY 09 148 Fill P 147

HCY 09 149 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 150 Cut P 

HCY 09 151 Fill P 150

HCY 09 152 Fill P 150

HCY 09 153 Cut P 

HCY 09 154 Fill P 153

HCY 09 155 Cut P 

HCY 09 156 Fill P 155

HCY 09 157 Fill P 155

HCY 09 158 Fill P 155

HCY 09 159 Fill P 155

HCY 09 160 Layer OC 305

HCY 09 161 Masonry FL 305

HCY 09 162 Layer OC 305

HCY 09 163 Cut P 

HCY 09 164 Fill P 163

HCY 09 165 Cut P 

HCY 09 166 Fill P 165

HCY 09 167 Cut P 

HCY 09 168 Fill P 167

HCY 09 169 Cut P 

HCY 09 170 Fill P 169

HCY 09 171 Cut TH 

HCY 09 172 Fill TH 171

HCY 09 173 Cut TH 

HCY 09 174 Fill TH 173

HCY 09 175 Masonry D 305

HCY 09 176 Cut P 

HCY 09 177 Fill P 176

HCY 09 178 Cut P 

HCY 09 179 Fill P 178

HCY 09 180 Cut P 

HCY 09 181 Fill P 180
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Site Code Context Context Type Feature Type Parent Context 
HCY 09 182 Cut P 

HCY 09 183 Fill P 182

HCY 09 184 Cut P 

HCY 09 185 Fill P 184

HCY 09 186 Masonry WA 203

HCY 09 187 Masonry WA 203

HCY 09 188 Masonry WA 203

HCY 09 189 Masonry FL 203

HCY 09 190 Masonry WA 205

HCY 09 191 Masonry WA 202

HCY 09 192 Masonry WA 202

HCY 09 193 Masonry WA 205

HCY 09 194 Masonry WA 205

HCY 09 195 Masonry WA 195

HCY 09 196 Masonry WA 202

HCY 09 197 Masonry FL 195

HCY 09 198 Masonry WA 198

HCY 09 199 Masonry WA 199

HCY 09 200 Masonry WA 200

HCY 09 201 Masonry FL 201

HCY 09 202 Cut S 

HCY 09 203 Cut S 

HCY 09 204 Masonry WA 203

HCY 09 205 Masonry WA 205

HCY 09 206 Fill P 184

HCY 09 207 Fil P 184

HCY 09 208 Cut P 

HCY 09 209 Cut SP 

HCY 09 210 Fill SP 209

HCY 09 211 Masonry WA 202

HCY 09 212 Fill P 208

HCY 09 213 Fill P 216

HCY 09 214 Fill P 216

HCY 09 215 Cut S 

HCY 09 216 Cut P 

HCY 09 217 Cut SP 

HCY 09 218 Fill SP 217

HCY 09 219 Cut SP 

HCY 09 220 Fill SP 219

HCY 09 221 Cut SP 

HCY 09 222 Fill SP 221

HCY 09 223 Cut SP 

HCY 09 224 Fill SP 223
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Site Code Context Context Type Feature Type Parent Context 
HCY 09 225 Fill SP 223

HCY 09 226 Cut P 

HCY 09 227 Fill P 226

HCY 09 228 Cut SP 

HCY 09 229 Fill SP 228

HCY 09 230 Cut SP 

HCY 09 231 Fill SP 230

HCY 09 232 Cut P 

HCY 09 233 Fill P 232

HCY 09 234 Cut SP 

HCY 09 235 Fil SP 234

HCY 09 236 Cut P 

HCY 09 237 Fill P 236

HCY 09 238 Masonry WA 

HCY 09 239 Cut SP 

HCY 09 240 Fill SP 239

HCY 09 241 Cut SP 

HCY 09 242 Fill SP 241

HCY 09 243 Cut P 

HCY 09 244 Cut P 

HCY 09 245 Cut P 

HCY 09 246 Cut P 

HCY 09 247 Fill P 246

HCY 09 248 Fill P 246

HCY 09 249 Cut P 

HCY 09 250 Cut P 

HCY 09 251 Fill P 250

HCY 09 252 Cut P 

HCY 09 253 Fill P 252

HCY 09 254 Cut SP 

HCY 09 255 Fill SP 254

HCY 09 256 Fill P 249

HCY 09 257 Cut SP 

HCY 09 258 Fill SP 257

HCY 09 259 Fill P 243

HCY 09 260 Fill P 244

HCY 09 261 Fill P 244

HCY 09 262 Fill P 244

HCY 09 263 Fill P 244

HCY 09 264 Cut P 

HCY 09 265 Fill P 264

HCY 09 266 Cut P 

HCY 09 267 Fill P 266
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Site Code Context Context Type Feature Type Parent Context 
HCY 09 268 Fill P 245

HCY 09 269 Cut SP 

HCY 09 270 Fill SP 269

HCY 09 271 Cut SP 

HCY 09 272 Fill SP 271

HCY 09 273 Cut P 

HCY 09 274 Fill P 273

HCY 09 275 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 276 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 277 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 278 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 279 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 280 Cut P 

HCY 09 281 Fill P 280

HCY 09 282 Cut P 

HCY 09 283 Fill P 282

HCY 09 284 Cut P 

HCY 09 285 Fill P 284

HCY 09 286 Masonry D 286

HCY 09 287 Cut P 

HCY 09 288 Fill P 287

HCY 09 289 Masonry D 305

HCY 09 290 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 291 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 292 Masonry WA 305

HCY 09 293 Layer N 294

HCY 09 294 Cut F

HCY 09 295 Fill F 294

HCY 09 296 Fill F 294

HCY 09 297 Fill F 294

HCY 09 298 Cut W 

HCY 09 299 Fill W 298

HCY 09 300 Masonry W 298

HCY 09 301 Fill W 298

HCY 09 302 Cut D 

HCY 09 303 Masonry D 302

HCY 09 304 Cut D 305

HCY 09 305 Cut S 

(Key ; FL - interior floor, DB - destruction debris, WA - wall, P - pit, EM - external 
metalling, OC - occupation debris, TH - tree hole, D -ditch/gully, SP - post-hole, F - 
furnace/kiln) 
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SMR Summary Form
Site Code HCY 09 
Identification Name and 

Address 29-35 High Street, Crawley 

County, District &/or 
Borough 
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Fig. 5.2: Part of section [244 /245]
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Fig. 7.2: Site view
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