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LAND AT THE STREET, 
CLAVERING ROAD, MANUDEN, ESSEX 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING AND RECORDING 

SUMMARY 

In February 2013 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation at The Street, Clavering Road, Manuden, Essex (TL 487 271).  The 
evaluation was conducted in compliance with a planning condition, as advised by 
Essex County Council Historic Environment Management, attached to planning 
approval for 14 residential dwellings, a village hall and changing rooms, multi-use 
games area, car parking, sports pitches and access road (Uttlesford Planning 
Ref. UTT/0692/12).  

The site is located on the southern side of The Street, Clavering Road in the 
village Manuden. It comprises existing sports fields, pavilion, secondary 
woodland and agricultural fields, and extends to some 6ha overall.    

The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, with a series of linear features 
recorded within the development area on the Essex Historic Environment Record 
(EHER 19565).  The wider Stort valley has also revealed extensive evidenced for 
multi-period early activity.  Prehistoric occupation is evidenced by cropmarks of 
round barrows and enclosures on the crest of the valley slope. Large numbers of 
Roman and medieval sites have also been recorded along the gradual slopes of 
the Stort valley. 

In the event the evaluation revealed colluvial deposits which contained prehistoric 
and early Roman pottery and struck flint.  The pottery sherds are small and 
abraded.  The uppermost colluvial layer, L1002, contained four sherds (5g) of 
early (mid 1st – mid 2nd century) Roman pottery.  L1002 also contained three 
pieces of struck flint (26g) possibly of earlier Neolithic date and possibly derived 
from the same core.  The basal colluvial layer, L1003, contained a sherd (4g) of 
prehistoric pottery, probably Bronze Age but possibly Neolithic. 

Two undated features, a ditch (F1005) and a stakehole (F1007) were revealed in 
one trench (Trench 7).   

Following the evaluation archaeological monitoring and recording was 
undertaken during the groundworks for the new sports pitches.  The monitoring 
recorded no additional archaeological features or finds. 



1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1  In February 2013 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation and monitoring of site stripping at The Street, Clavering 
Road, Manuden, Essex (TL 487 271; Figs.1 - 2).  The evaluation and monitoring 
was conducted in compliance with a planning condition, as advised by Essex 
County Council Historic Environment Management, attached to planning 
approval for 14 residential dwellings, a village hall and changing rooms, multi-use 
games area, car parking, sports pitches and access road (Uttlesford Planning 
Ref. UTT/0692/12).  

1.2 The evaluation and monitoring was conducted in accordance with a brief 
issued by a brief issued by the Historic Environment Management Team of the 
Essex County Council Historic Environment Branch (ECC HEM, dated 11/2012), 
and a written scheme of investigation prepared by Archaeological Solutions 
(dated 19/11/2012).  The project adhered to appropriate sections of Gurney 
(2003) ‘Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England’, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 14, and the Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of 
Conduct and Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation and
Watching Briefs (bothrevised 2008).   

1.3 The aims of the evaluation were to investigate the location, extent, date 
and character of any surviving archaeological remains liable to be threatened by 
the proposed development.  

1.4 The objectives of the archaeological monitoring and recording were: 

� to ensure the archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the development 
programme likely to affect buried archaeological remains; 

� to secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed by 
the development programme; and          

� to secure the analysis, interpretation, publication (if required), long-term 
conservation and storage of the project archive. 

1.5 The specific research aims were to characterise any further evidence of 
prehistoric, Roman, medieval or post-medieval activity in this part of the Stort 
valley.  

Planning policy context 

1.6 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) states that those 
parts of the historic environment that have significance because of their historic, 
archaeological, architectural or artistic interest are heritage assets. The NPPF 



aims to deliver sustainable development by ensuring that policies and decisions 
that concern the historic environment recognise that heritage assets are a non-
renewable resource, take account of the wider social, cultural, economic and 
environmental benefits of heritage conservation, and recognise that intelligently 
managed change may sometimes be necessary if heritage assets are to be 
maintained for the long term.  The NPPF requires applications to describe the 
significance of any heritage asset, including its setting that may be affected in 
proportion to the asset’s importance and the potential impact of the proposal.   

1.7 The NPPF aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a manner 
appropriate to their significance with substantial harm to designated heritage 
assets (i.e. listed buildings and scheduled monuments) only permitted in 
exceptional circumstances when the public benefit of a proposal outweighs the 
conservation of the asset.  The effect of proposals on non-designated heritage 
assets must be balanced against the scale of loss and significance of the asset, 
but non-designated heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent significance may 
be considered subject to the same policies as those that are designated.  The 
NPPF states that opportunities to capture evidence from the historic environment, 
to record and advance the understanding of heritage assets and to make this 
publicly available is a requirement of development management.  This 
opportunity should be taken in a manner proportionate to the significance of a 
heritage asset and to impact of the proposal, particularly where a heritage asset 
is to be lost. 

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE  Figs.1 & 2 

2.1 Manuden is a village in west Essex located almost 6km north of Bishop’s 
Stortford and 2km north-west of Stansted Mountfitchet. The site is at the north 
end of Manuden fronting the east side of Hazelend Road. It has a playing field to 
the rear (east) and houses and a small woodland area to the north. 

3 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY  

3.1  Manuden is situated near the river Stort with the site 300m to the west at 
72-74m AOD on ground rising from east to west. The local soil comprises chalky 
till of the Melford association described as deep well drained fine loamy over 
clayey, coarse loamy over clayey and fine loamy soils, some with calcareous 
clayey subsoils. The underlying solid geology is Cretaceous Upper Chalk.  



4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

4.1 There has been little systematic archaeological research undertaken in the 
parish and so there is relatively little definite evidence for prehistoric activity in the 
local area. Metal detecting at Sands Field, Saucmeres, 1.25 km to the west found 
several sherds of late Bronze Age to early Iron Age and late Iron Age pottery, 
and a late Iron Age coin of Addedomanus of the Trinovantes (EHER 47348). 
These finds came from the vicinity of a small sub-circular crop mark enclosure 
suggested as a Bronze Age of Iron Age stock pen.   

4.2   The history of Manuden begins with the Domesday Survey and the local 
area is characterised by its large religious and secular buildings (Victoria County 
History 1916). The Grade II* listed Church of St Mary the Virgin located 500m to 
the south-east of the site dates from the 12th century and has a 15th century 
chancel, but it was largely rebuilt in 1864 (EHER 36311). Battles Manor House 
built c.1660 is a Scheduled Monument located 1.25km north-west of the site 
which is now a farm-house and moat (EHER 3856). Pinchpools Manor House 
dated to the mid 16th century and located 550m north of the site is now a Grade II 
listed farmhouse (EHER 36273), and Grade II listed Manuden Hall built in 1540, 
but largely destroyed by fire in the 19th century, is located 660m to the south-east 
(EHER 36247).  

4.3   A Grade II listed early to mid 19th century ice house is located near 
Manuden House some 290m south of the site (EHER 39223). Cropmarks at 
Pinchpools, near the manor house, are those of post-medieval field boundaries 
shown on the first edition OS map (EHER 46425). There are nine Grade II listed 
buildings within 250m of the site. The closest is Laurel Cottage which is a 17th-
18th century timber-framed house located approximately 50m to the south-east 
(EHER 36296). The next three are also 17th-18th century timber framed houses 
comprising Chapel Cottage, Oakdale and 99 The Street, which are all within 
approximately 60m south of the site (EHER 36307, 36305, 36306).   

5 METHODOLOGY (TRIAL TRENCHING) 

5.1 The brief required 5% of the area of the residential development (minus 
the area of existing woodland), sports centre and parking to be subject to trial 
trenching, with a 2% contingency held in reserve to further characterise any 
remains if required.  Seven trenches, each 40m x 1.8m, were therefore 
excavated to examine these parts of the site.  

5.2 Undifferentiated overburden was mechanically excavated under close 
archaeological supervision. Exposed surfaces were cleaned by hand and 
examined for archaeological features. Deposits were recorded using pro forma
recording sheets, drawn to scale, and photographed as appropriate. Excavated 
spoil was searched for finds and the trenches were scanned by a metal detector.  



6 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (TRIAL TRENCHING) 

Individual descriptions of trenches are presented: 

Trench 1 (Figs. 2 - 3) 

Sample section   
East end 
0.00 = 72.93m AOD
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  Mid grey brown, firm, silty clay with occasional 

flint nodules. 
0.35 – 0.55m L1001 Subsoil.  Mid orange brown, firm, sandy silt with sparse 

flint 
0.55m+ L1004 Natural.  Mid reddish brown, compact, clay with 

occasional flint nodules    

Sample section   
West end 
0.00 = 74.03m AOD
0.00 – 0.40m L1000 Topsoil.  As above. 
0.40 – 0.57m L1001 Subsoil.  As above. 
0.57m+ L1004 Natural.  As above.   

Description: Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.   

Trench 2 (Figs. 2 - 3) 

Sample section   
East end 
0.00 = 73.60m AOD
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.35 – 0.40m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.40 – 0.61m L1002 Colluvium.  Dark brown, firm, silty clay with frequent 

small to large flint 
0.61 – 0.74m L1003 Colluvium.  Dark greyish brown, silty clay with occasional 

flint 
0.74m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1.   

Sample section   
West end 
0.00 = 75.32m AOD
0.00 – 0.26m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.26 – 0.34m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.34 – 0.66m L1002 Colluvium.  As above.   
0.66m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1 

Description: Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds.   



Trench 3 (Figs. 2 - 3) 

Sample section   
North end 
0.00 = 75.92m AOD
0.00 – 0.31m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.31 – 0.44m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.44m+  L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1.   

Sample section   
South end 
0.00 = 75.59m AOD
0.00 – 0.34m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.34 – 0.51m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.51m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1 

Description: Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds.   

Trench 4 (Figs. 2 - 3) 

Sample section   
West end 
0.00 = 74.26m AOD
0.00 – 0.32m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.32 – 0.51m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.51 – 1.22m L1002 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2.   
1.22 – 1.30m L1003 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2. 
1.30m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1.   

Sample section   
East end 
0.00 = 73.37m AOD
0.00 – 0.31m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.31 – 0.36m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.36 – 0.85 L1002 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2. 
0.85m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1 

Description: Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds.   



Trench 5 (Figs. 2 - 3) 

Sample section   
East end 
0.00 = 74.53m AOD
0.00 – 0.30m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.30 – 0.56m L1002 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2. 
0.56m+  L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1.   

Sample section   
West end 
0.00 = 74.97m AOD
0.00 – 0.31m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.31 – 0.37m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.37 – 0.56m L1002 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2 
0.56m+ L1003 Colluvium.  As above Tr.1 

Description: Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds.   

Trench 6 (Figs. 2 - 3) 

Sample section   
North end 
0.00 = 74.81m AOD
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.35 – 0.51m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.51m+  L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1.   

Sample section   
South end 
0.00 = 73.74m AOD
0.00 – 0.31m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.31 – 0.42m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.42m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1 

Description: Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds.   

Trench 7 (Figs. 2 - 4) 

Sample section   
West end 
0.00 = 72.78m AOD
0.00 – 0.31m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.31 – 0.40m L1002 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2. 
0.40m+  L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1.   



Sample section   
East end 
0.00 = 72.38m AOD
0.00 – 0.23m L1000 Topsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.23 – 0.26m L1001 Subsoil.  As above Tr.1. 
0.26 – 0.55m L1002 Colluvium.  As above Tr.2. 
0.55m+ L1004 Natural.  As above Tr.1. 

Description: Trench 7 contained Ditch F1005 and Stakehole F1007.  Neither 
feature contained finds.  

Ditch F1005 was linear (1.80+ x 0.90 x 0.31m), orientated N/S. It had moderately 
sloping sides and a concave base. Its fill, L1006, was a mid grey brown, firm, silty 
clay with occasional small flint.  It contained no finds.   

Stakehole F1007 was circular (0.20 x 0.15m). It had moderately sloping sides 
and a concave base. Its fill, L1008, was a mid grey brown, firm, silty clay with 
sparse small flint.  It contained no finds.   

7 METHODOLOGY (MONITORING AND RECORDING)  

7.1 Following the trial trench evaluation, and in consultation with the Planning 
Archaeologist, Richard Havis, the monitoring encompassed the topsoil strip for 
the proposed car park and the new playing fields situated in the north-eastern 
area of the site (Fig. 5).  

7.2  The monitoring comprised the observation of all groundworks, inspection of 
subsoil, make-up layers, and natural deposits for archaeological features. 
Deposits were recorded by means of pro forma recording sheets, drawn to scale 
and photographed as appropriate.  

7.3    Again in consultation with the Planning Archaeologist it was agreed that 
monitoring the area should cease due to lack of archaeological features.  

8 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (MONITORING AND RECORDING) 

Deposits located within the area of excavation were recorded in sample sections 
presented below. 



Sample section TT6  
North end 
0.00 = 74.81m AOD
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  Mid grey brown, firm, silty clay with occasional 

flint nodules. 
0.35 – 0.51m L1001 Subsoil.  Mid orange brown, firm, sandy silt with sparse 

flint 
0.51m+  L1004 Natural.  Mid reddish brown, compact, clay with 

occasional flint nodules    

Description: The groundworks were undertaken using a tracked 20T 360° 
mechanical excavator.  No archaeological finds or features were present. 

9 CONFIDENCE RATING 

9.1 It is not felt that any factors inhibited the recognition of archaeological 
features or finds within the site during the evaluation and also the monitoring..  

10 DEPOSIT MODEL 

10.1 Uppermost Topsoil L1000 was a mid grey brown, firm, silty clay with 
occasional flint nodules (c.0.25 – 0.35m thick).  L1000 overlay Subsoil L1001, a 
mid orange brown, firm, sandy silt with sparse flint (c.0.05 – 20m thick).  In the 
central area of the site (Trenches 2, 4 and 5), L1001 overlay a colluvial deposit 
L1002, a dark brown, firm, silty clay with frequent small to large flint (c.0.20 – 
0.70 m thick).  L1002 overlay a second colluvial deposit, L1003, a dark greyish 
brown, silty clay with occasional flint (c.0.10m thick)  

10.2 The natural, L1004, was present at c.0.45/0.55 – 0.75/1.30m) below the 
existing ground level and comprised a mid reddish brown, compact, clay with 
occasional flint nodules. 

11 DISCUSSION 

11.1 The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, with a series of linear 
features recorded within the development area on the Essex Historic 
Environment Record (EHER 19565).  The wider Stort valley has also revealed 
extensive evidenced for multi-period early activity.  Prehistoric occupation is 
evidenced by cropmarks of round barrows and enclosures on the crest of the 
valley slope. Large numbers of Roman and medieval sites have also been 
recorded along the gradual slopes of the Stort valley.  The site thus had a 
potential for prehistoric, Roman and medieval archaeology.   



11.2 In the event the evaluation revealed colluvial deposits which contained 
prehistoric and early Roman pottery (Pottery Report below) and struck flint 
(Struck Flint Report below).  The pottery sherds are small and abraded.  The 
uppermost colluvial layer, L1002, contained four sherds (5g) of early (mid 1st – 
mid 2nd century) Roman pottery.  L1002 also contained three pieces of struck flint 
(26g) possibly of earlier Neolithic date and possibly derived from the same core.  
The basal colluvial layer,  L1003, contained a sherd (4g) of prehistoric pottery, 
probably Bronze Age but possibly Neolithic. 

11.3 Two undated features, a ditch (F1005) and a stakehole (F1007) were 
revealed in one trench (Trench 7).   

11.4 The archaeological monitoring recorded no additional archaeological 
features or finds. 

12 DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE  

12.1 Archive records, with an inventory, will be deposited with any donated 
finds from the site at Saffron Walden Museum. The archive will be quantified, 
ordered, indexed, cross-referenced and checked for internal consistency. 
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APPENDIX 2           SPECIALIST REPORT 

The Struck Flint 
Andrew Peachey MIfA 

Colluvial Layer L1002 contained three pieces of struck flint (26g) that exhibit very 
strong affinities with the blade technology of the earlier Neolithic period.  The 
three un-corticated flakes include a blade with one worn lateral edge, and two 
snapped blades: one also with a single worn edge, and one with limited edge 
retouch that may have been utilised as a double-side scraper.  The three blades 
all occur in closely comparable dark grey flint and it is feasible they were 
removed from a single core. 

The Roman Pottery 
Andrew Peachey MIfA 

The evaluation recovered a total of five sherds (9g) of pottery from two colluvial 
layers.  The pottery is limited to small, abraded body sherds, and includes 
material of prehistoric and early Roman date. 

Colluvial Layer L1003 contained a single sherd (4g) of prehistoric pottery, 
probably of Bronze Age date, although Neolithic origins cannot be discounted.  
The sherd is handmade and bon-fire fired with inclusions of common calcined 
flint (generally <5mm). 

Colluvial Layer L1002 contained four sherds (5g) of early Roman black-
surfaced/Romanising grey ware.  The wheel-made fabric has black surfaces, 
dark red-brown margins and a dark grey core with inclusions of common, 
moderately sorted quartz (0.1-.25mm) and sparse angular grog (generally 
<1mm).  The body sherds derive from a plain shoulder cordon of a bowl or jar, 
probably manufactured between the mid 1st and mid 2nd centuries AD, after which 
the fabric was superseded by sandy grey wares. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

2
F1005 in Trench 7 looking south

1
General view of Trench 7 looking east 

   

3
F1007 in Trench 7 looking south-east 

 4 
Sample section 7A looking north 



5
General view of topsoil strip of playing fields area 
looking south 

 6 
General view of topsoil strip of car park area 
looking south-east 
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