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OASIS SUMMARY SHEET

Project name Colchester Skip Hire, Greenacres, Old Packards Lane,
Wormingford, Essex. An Archaeological Evaluation.

In November 2012 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out an archaeological trial
trench evaluation on land at Colchester Skip Hire, Greenacres, Old Packards Lane,
Wormingford, Essex (NGR TL 93458 30397). The evaluation was commissioned by The
Johnson Dennehy Planning Partnership on behalf of Colchester Skip Hire, and undertaken
in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction
of a new waste recycling facility (Planning Ref. ESS/13/11/COL).

The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, but one in which there has been little
previous archaeological investigation. A moderate potential for below ground
archaeological deposits has been identified on the Historic Environment Characterisation
Project for Colchester (ECC 2009). The zone is characterised by cropmark sites of
prehistoric and Roman date, identified through aerial photography, and evidence of later
historic settlement, including medieval moated sites. The proposed waste facility lies
adjacent to a medieval moated site, which has an extant 151 century house within the
moated platform (Essex Historic Environment Record EHER 9175). It is possible that this
once formed part of a larger medieval farmstead/settlement with associated field systems,
which have the potential to extend into the area of proposed development.

In the event the evaluation of the southern sector of the site revealed no archaeological
features or finds.
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COLCHESTER SKIP HIRE, GREENACRES,
OLD PACKARDS LANE, WORMINGFORD, ESSEX

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION
SUMMARY

In November 2012 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out
an archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at Colchester Skip
Hire, Greenacres, Old Packards Lane, Wormingford, Essex (NGR TL
93458 30397). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a
planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction
of a new waste recycling facility (Planning Ref. ESS/13/11/COL).

The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, but one in which
there has been little previous archaeological investigation. A moderate
potential for below ground archaeological deposits has been identified
on the Historic Environment Characterisation Project for Colchester
(ECC 2009). The zone is characterised by cropmark sites of prehistoric
and Roman date, identified through aerial photography, and evidence
of later historic settlement, including medieval moated sites. The
proposed waste facility lies adjacent to a medieval moated site, which
has an extant 15" century house within the moated platform (Essex
Historic Environment Record EHER 9175). It is possible that this once
formed part of a larger medieval farmstead/settlement with associated
field systems, which have the potential to extend into the area of
proposed development.

In the event the evaluation of the southern sector of the site revealed
no archaeological features or finds.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 In November 2012 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS)
carried out an archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at
Colchester Skip Hire, Greenacres, Old Packards Lane, Wormingford,
Essex (NGR TL 93458 30357; Figs. 1-2). The evaluation was
commissioned by The Johnson Dennehy Planning Partnership on
behalf of Colchester Skip Hire, and undertaken in compliance with a
planning condition attached to planning approval on appeal for the
construction of a new waste recycling facility (Planning Ref.
ESS/13/11/COL, Appeal Ref. APP/Z1585/A/11/2165340/NWF).

1.2 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a brief
prepared by Essex County Council Historic Environment Branch (ECC
HEM) (dated 6™ August 2012), and a specification prepared by AS
(dated 21%' August 2012), approved by ECC HEM. The project



adhered to appropriate sections of Gurney (2003) ‘Standards for Field
Archaeology in the East of England’, East Anglian Archaeology
Occasional Paper 14, and the Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of
Conduct and Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field
Evaluation (revised 2008).

1.3  The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine, as
far as was possible, the location, extent, date, character, condition,
significance and quality of any surviving archaeological remains liable
to be threatened by the proposed development. In addition it was
hoped to clarify the nature and extent of existing disturbance and
intrusions and hence assess the degree of survival of buried deposits
and surviving structures of archaeological significance.

1.4  The specific research aims were to characterise any evidence of
prehistoric or Roman activity, and/or to identify remains of historic
settlement of the landscape (in particular for remains associated with
the adjacent medieval moated site).

Planning policy context

1.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) states
that those parts of the historic environment that have significance
because of their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest
are heritage assets. The NPPF aims to deliver sustainable
development by ensuring that policies and decisions that concern the
historic environment recognise that heritage assets are a non-
renewable resource, take account of the wider social, cultural,
economic and environmental benefits of heritage conservation, and
recognise that intelligently managed change may sometimes be
necessary if heritage assets are to be maintained for the long term.
The NPPF requires applications to describe the significance of any
heritage asset, including its setting that may be affected in proportion
to the asset’s importance and the potential impact of the proposal.

1.6 The NPPF aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a
manner appropriate to their significance, with substantial harm to
designated heritage assets (i.e. listed buildings, scheduled
monuments) only permitted in exceptional circumstances when the
public benefit of a proposal outweighs the conservation of the asset.
The effect of proposals on non-designated heritage assets must be
balanced against the scale of loss and significance of the asset, but
non-designated heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent
significance may be considered subject to the same policies as those
that are designated. The NPPF states that opportunities to capture
evidence from the historic environment, to record and advance the
understanding of heritage assets and to make this publicly available is
a requirement of development management. This opportunity should
be taken in a manner proportionate to the significance of a heritage



asset and to impact of the proposal, particularly where a heritage asset
is to be lost.

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE (Figs. 1-2)

2.1 The site is located on the southern edge of Wormingford village,
on the southern side of Old Packards Lane. It is currently partially
occupied by Colchester Skip Hire, with the remainder being a former
arable field. The site extends to ¢.3.7ha and lies at height of ¢.57m
AOD.

2.2 Wormingford lies on high ground above the valleys of the rivers
Stour and Colne. The local geology is chalky till deposits

3 THE EVIDENCE
3.1 Archaeological and Historical Background

3.1.1 The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, but one in
which there has been little previous archaeological investigation. A
moderate potential for below ground archaeological deposits has been
identified on the Historic Environment Characterisation Project for
Colchester (ECC 2009). The zone is characterised by cropmark sites
of prehistoric and Roman date, identified through aerial photography,
and evidence of later historic settlement, including medieval moated
sites. The proposed waste facility lies adjacent to a medieval moated
site, which has an extant 15" century house within the moated platform
(Essex Historic Environment Record EHER 9175). It is possible that
this once formed part of a larger medieval farmstead/settlement with
associated field systems, which have the potential to extend into the
area of proposed development.

4 METHODOLOGY (Trial trenching)

4.1  The brief required a 4% sample of the site to be subject to trial
trenching, with a further 1% held in reserve to further define any
archaeological deposits as required. Twenty one trenches, each 40m
x 1.8m were therefore proposed (Fig.2). Given practical access
difficulties at this stage, trenches within the operation part of the site
could not be excavated. The first phase of trenches were, however,
excavated in currently accessible areas. During the first phase of the
evaluation 14 trenches were excavated within the southern sector of
the site (Trenches 1 -7, 12 -16 and 20 — 21).

4.2 Topsoil and overburden were mechanically excavated under
close archaeological supervision, thereafter excavation was
undertaken by hand. Exposed surfaces were cleaned by hand and
examined for archaeological features. Deposits were recorded using



pro forma recording sheets, drawn to scale, and photographed as
appropriate. Excavated spoil was searched for finds and the trenches
were scanned by a metal detector.

5 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS

Individual trench descriptions are presented below:

Trench 1

(Fig. 2)

Sample Section 1A: North End, East Facing
0.00m = 57.70mAOD

0.00-0.22m | L1000 | Topsoil. Mid grey brown, firm, sandy clay with
sparse stone

0.22-0.31m | L1001 | Subsoil. Mid orange brown, firm, sandy clay with
occasional stone

0.31m+ L1002 | Natural. Mid orange vyellow, compact, sandy clay

with occasional chalk and stone.

Sample Section 1B: South End, East Facing
0.00m =57.75m AOD

0.00-0.18m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above.
0.18 — 0.34m L1001 | Subsoil. As above.
0.34m+ L1002 | Natural. As above

Description: Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 2

(Fig. 2)

Sample Section 2A: East End, North Facing
0.00m = 57.90m AOD

0.00-0.18m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.18 — 0.34m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.34m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 2B: West End, North Facing
0.00m = 57.88m AOD

0.00-0.11m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.
0.11 -0.26m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.26m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 3

(Fig. 2)

Sample Section 3A: North End, East Facing
0.00m = 58.20m AOD

0.00-0.17m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.17 - 0.32m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.32m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section

3B: South End, East Facing
0.00m = 58.45m AOD

0.00-0.19m

L1000

Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.19-0.32m

L1001

Subsoil. As above Tr.1.




| 0.32m+

| L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 4

(Fig. 2)

Sample Section 4A: East End, North Facing
0.00m = 58.75m AOD

0.00-0.20m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.20 — 0.30m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.30m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 4B: West End, North Facing
0.00m = 58.65m AOD

0.00-0.25m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.
0.25-0.37m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.37m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 5

(Fig. 2)

Sample Section 5A: South End, East Facing
0.00m = 58.60m AOD

0.00-0.20m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.20-0.31m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.31m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 5B: North End, East Facing
0.00m =58.15m AOD

0.00-0.22m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.
0.22 - 0.36m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.36m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 6

(Fig. 2)

Sample Section 6A: West End, South Facing
0.00m = 58.10m AOD

0.00-0.26m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.26 —0.37m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.37m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 6B: East End, South Facing
0.00m =58.15m AOD

0.00-0.21m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.
0.21 -0.36m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.
0.36m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds.




Trench 7 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 7A: North End, East Facing
0.00m =57.60m AOD

0.00-0.20m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.20 - 0.34m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.34m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 7B: South End, East Facing
0.00m = 57.95m AOD

0.00-0.18m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.18 = 0.29m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.29m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 7 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 12 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 12A: West End, South Facing
0.00m = 57.45m AOD

0.00-0.24m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.24 — 0.44m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.44m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 12B: East End, South Facing
0.00m =57.50m AOD

0.00-0.23m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.23 -0.30m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.30m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 12 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 13 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 13A: North End, West Facing
0.00m = 57.85m AOD

0.00-0.20m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.20 - 0.30m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.30m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 13B: South End, West Facing
0.00m = 58.10m AOD

0.00-0.23m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.23-0.31m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.31m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 13 contained no archaeological features or finds.




Trench 14 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 14A: West End, North Facing
0.00m = 58.25m AOD

0.00-0.25m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.25-0.36m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.36m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 14B: East End, North Facing
0.00m = 58.20m AOD

0.00-0.30m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.30m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 14 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 15 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 15A: North End, East Facing
0.00m = 57.90m AOD

0.00-0.22m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.22-0.37m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.37m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 15B: South End, East Facing
0.00m = 58.01m AOD

0.00-0.27m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.27 —0.35m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.35m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 15 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 16 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 16A: East End, North Facing
0.00m = 57.85m AOD

0.00-0.30m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.30m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 16B: West End, North Facing
0.00m = 57.90m AOD

0.00-0.32m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.32m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 16 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 20 (Fig. 2)

| Sample Section 20A: West End, North Facing




0.00m =57.75m AOD

0.00 - 0.28m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.28m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 20B: East End, North Facing
0.00m =57.60m AOD

0.00-0.22m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.22-0.47m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.47m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 20 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Trench 21 (Fig. 2)

Sample Section 21A: North End, East Facing
0.00m = 57.85mAOD

0.00-0.21m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.21-0.46m L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.46m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Sample Section 21B: South End, East Facing
0.00m = 57.90m AOD

0.00-0.24m | L1000 | Topsoil. As above Tr. 1.

0.24 —0.46m | L1001 | Subsoil. As above Tr.1.

0.46m+ L1002 | Natural. As above Tr.1.

Description: Trench 21 contained no archaeological features or finds.

6 CONFIDENCE RATING

6.1 It is not felt that any factors inhibited the recognition of
archaeological features or finds.

7 DEPOSIT MODEL

7.1 Uppermost was Topsoil L1000, a mid grey brown, firm, sandy
clay with sparse stone (0.11 — 30m thick). It overlay Subsoil L1001, a
mid orange brown, firm, sandy clay with occasional stone (0.09 —
0.25m thick). L1001 was not present in Trenches 14 (east end), 16
and 20 (north end). L1001 overlay the natural, L1002, a Mid orange
yellow, compact, sandy clay with occasional chalk and stone (0.26 —
0.47m below the present day ground surface).

8 DISCUSSION

8.1  The site lies in an area of archaeological potential, but one in
which there has been little previous archaeological investigation. A
moderate potential for below ground archaeological deposits has been
identified on the Historic Environment Characterisation Project for




Colchester (ECC 2009). The zone is characterised by cropmark sites
of prehistoric and Roman date, identified through aerial photography,
and evidence of later historic settlement, including medieval moated
sites. The proposed waste facility lies adjacent to a medieval moated
site, which has an extant 15" century house within the moated platform
(Essex Historic Environment Record EHER 9175). It is possible that
this once formed part of a larger medieval farmstead/settlement with
associated field systems, which have the potential to extend into the
area of proposed development.

8.2 In the event the evaluation of the southern sector of the site
revealed no archaeological features or finds.

9 DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE

9.1 Archive records, with an inventory, will be deposited with any
donated finds from the site at Colchester & Ipswich Museum. The
archive will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross-referenced and
checked for internal consistency.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

1 2
Trench 3 looking south Trench 15 looking south

: Al y
Sample section at north end of Trench 3 facing Sample section at north end of Trench 15 facing
east east
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