
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS LTD

LAND TO THE REAR OF 12-18 THE LANES, GREAT WILBRAHAM, 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRIAL TRENCH EVALUATION 

ECB 4476

Authors: 

Illustrations: 

Kamil Orzechowski (Fieldwork and report) 
Lauren Wilson (Research) 
Antony R.R. Mustchin (Editor) 
Kathren Henry 

NGR: TL 5492 5787 Report No:  4875 
District: South Cambridgeshire Site Code:  ECB 4476 
Approved:  Claire Halpin MCIfA 

Signed: 

Project No: 6250 
Date: 16 June 2015 
Revised: (03/07/2015) 

This report is confidential to the client.  Archaeological Solutions Ltd accepts no responsibility or liability to 
any third party to whom this report, or any part of it, is made known.  Any such party relies upon this 
report entirely at their own risk.  No part of this report may be reproduced by any means without 
permission. 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2015

1
Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

Archaeological Solutions is an independent archaeological contractor providing the services 
which satisfy all archaeological requirements of planning applications, including: 

Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS LTD

Unit 6, Brunel Business Court, Eastern Way, 
Bury St Edmunds IP32 7AJ 

Tel 01284 765210 

P I House, Rear of 23 Clifton Road, Shefford,  
Bedfordshire, SG17 5AF 

Tel: 01462 850483 

e-mail: info@ascontracts.co.uk
www.archaeologicalsolutions.co.uk

twitter.com/ArchaeologicalS 

           www.facebook.com/ArchaeologicalSolutions



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2015

2
Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

CONTENTS  

OASIS SUMMARY SHEET 

SUMMARY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

2 SITE DESCRIPTION  

3 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

5  CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

6 METHODOLOGY  

7 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS 

8 CONFIDENCE RATING 

9 DEPOSIT MODEL 

10 DISCUSSION 

11 CONCLUSION 

DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDICES: 

1 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD DATA 
2 CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES 
3 CONCORDANCE OF FINDS 
4 SPECIALIST REPORT 
5 OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2015

3
Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

OASIS SUMMARY SHEET
Project details
Project name Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham,  

Cambridgeshire.  An Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation
In June 2015 Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out an archaeological evaluation on land to the rear of 
12 - 18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire (NGR: TL 5492 5787).  The evaluation was 
commissioned by Logan Homes Ltd and was undertaken in advance of the proposed construction of six 
dwellings with garages, cycle stores and bins.  It was required to provide for a planning condition attached 
to the planning permission (South Cambs Council Ref. S/3035/14/FL), and based on advice from 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team requiring a programme of archaeological 
work. 

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic 
Environment Record (CHER), within the historic medieval core of Great Wilbraham.  The medieval church 
of St Nicholas lies some 100m to the south, dating from the 12th century (CHER MCB7691). Saxon 
loomweights have been found adjacent to the site suggesting that further early medieval settlement 
remains may be present (CHER MCB7618).  Earlier activity is also recorded in the vicinity of the site, 
including a large Neolithic causewayed enclosure to the west of the village, Scheduled as an Ancient 
Monument (DCB153). 

The evaluation recorded features, principally pits and post holes, in each trench, with the larger number 
present in the eastern sector of the site (Trench 3).  A cluster of post holes was recorded in Trench 3 but 
no discernible structural plan was evident.  Though numerous none of the features contained finds and 
therefore they are un-attributable to an archaeological period. 

Project dates (fieldwork) June 2015 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work  TBC
P. number  6250 Site code ECB 4476
Type of project Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation
Site status -
Current land use Private garden
Planned development Residential
Main features (+dates) Pits, post holes, ditches
Significant finds (+dates) None
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Cambridgeshire South Cambridgeshire Great Wilbraham
HER/ SMR for area Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER)
Post code (if known) -
Area of site 3100m2

NGR TL 5492 5787
Height AOD (max/ min) c.15m AOD
Project creators
Brief issued by Gemma Stewart, Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment 

Team
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Logan Homes Ltd
Full title Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, 

Cambridgeshire.  An Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation
Authors Orzechowski, K. and Wilson, L.
Report no. 4875
Date (of report) 16 June 2015



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2015

4
Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

LAND TO THE REAR OF 12-18 THE LANES, GREAT WILBRAHAM, 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRIAL TRENCH EVALUATION

SUMMARY

In June 2015 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation 
on land to the rear of 12 - 18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire (NGR: TL 
5492 5787).  The evaluation was commissioned by Logan Homes Ltd and was 
undertaken in advance of the proposed construction of six dwellings with garages, cycle 
stores and bins.  It was required to provide for a planning condition attached to the 
planning permission (South Cambs. Council Ref. S/3035/14/FL), and based on advice 
from Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team requiring a 
programme of archaeological work. 

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential recorded on the Cambridgeshire 
Historic Environment Record (CHER), within the historic medieval core of Great 
Wilbraham.  The medieval church of St Nicholas lies some 100m to the south, dating 
from the 12th century (CHER MCB7691). Saxon loomweights have been found adjacent 
to the site suggesting that further early medieval settlement remains may be present 
(CHER MCB7618).  Earlier activity is also recorded in the vicinity of the site, including a 
large Neolithic causewayed enclosure to the west of the village, Scheduled as an 
Ancient Monument (DCB153). 

The evaluation recorded features, principally pits and post holes, in each trench, with 
the larger number present in the eastern sector of the site (Trench 3).  A cluster of post 
holes was recorded in Trench 3 but no discernible structural plan was evident.  Though 
numerous none of the features contained finds and therefore they are unattributable to 
an archaeological period.

1  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In June 2015 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land to the rear of 12 – 18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire 
(NGR TL 5492 5787; Figs. 1-2).  The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning permission for the proposed construction of six 
dwellings with garages, cycle stores and bins (South Cambs. Council Ref. 
S/3035/14/FL).   The evaluation was undertaken based on advice from Cambridgeshire 
County Council Historic Environment Team (CCC HET) requiring a programme of 
archaeological work. 

1.2 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a brief issued by CCC HET 
(Gemma Stewart; dated 27/04/2015) and a specification compiled by AS (27/05/2015) 
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and approved by CCC HET.  It followed the procedures outlined in the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists’ (2014) Code of Conduct and Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Field Evaluation.  It also adhered to relevant sections of Gurney’s (2003) 
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England.

1.3 The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, extent, date, character, 
condition, significance and quality of any surviving archaeological remains liable to be 
threatened by the proposed development.  

Planning Policy Context

1.4 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) states that those parts of 
the historic environment that have significance because of their historic, archaeological, 
architectural or artistic interest are heritage assets. The NPPF aims to deliver 
sustainable development by ensuring that policies and decisions that concern the 
historic environment recognise that heritage assets are a non-renewable resource, take 
account of the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits of heritage 
conservation, and recognise that intelligently managed change may sometimes be 
necessary if heritage assets are to be maintained for the long term.  The NPPF requires 
applications to describe the significance of any heritage asset, including its setting that 
may be affected in proportion to the asset’s importance and the potential impact of the 
proposal.   

1.5 The NPPF aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a manner appropriate 
to their significance, with substantial harm to designated heritage assets (i.e. listed 
buildings, scheduled monuments) only permitted in exceptional circumstances when the 
public benefit of a proposal outweighs the conservation of the asset.  The effect of 
proposals on non-designated heritage assets must be balanced against the scale of 
loss and significance of the asset, but non-designated heritage assets of demonstrably 
equivalent significance may be considered subject to the same policies as those that 
are designated.  The NPPF states that opportunities to capture evidence from the 
historic environment, to record and advance the understanding of heritage assets and to 
make this publicly available is a requirement of development management.  This 
opportunity should be taken in a manner proportionate to the significance of a heritage 
asset and to impact of the proposal, particularly where a heritage asset is to be lost. 

2 SITE DESCRIPTION  

2.1 Great Wilbraham is approximately 8km to the east of Cambridge. The site is 
located on the northern edge of the village and is currently occupied by private gardens.  

2.2 The site is sub-rectangular in shape and borders a Baptist Chapel and grounds to 
the south, gardens to the south-east and a field to the north. The current residential 
property on the site occupies the north-east corner.
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3 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND SOILS

3.1 There is a slight incline in the land to the south-east of Great Wilbraham. The 
surrounding landscape is mostly agricultural and interspersed with drainage systems 
and small springs. The nearest large water course is the Quy Water, c.4km to the north-
west, originating from the Little Wilbraham River. 

3.2 The site lies on the boundary of two underlying geological bedrocks; the Zig Zag 
Chalk Formation and the Totternhoe Stone Member both formed in the Cretaceous 
Period (British Geological Survey 1991).  The overlying soil is of the Wantage 2 
Association: a shallow, well draining calcareous silty soil over argillaceous chalk 
associated with similar soils and affected by groundwater (Soil Survey of England and 
Wales 1983). 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Prehistoric

4.1 A Neolithic causewayed enclosure is located c.900m to the west of the village, 
and is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (1009103).  Situated on the banks of a small 
tributary river the site was first identified in the 1970s and later excavations recovered 
Neolithic pottery, struck flint and animal bone (CHER 06468).  A palaeo-environmental 
survey revealed that this area was woodland prior to the Neolithic period but by the 
Bronze Age much of this woodland had been cleared (ECB2664).  The excavations also 
revealed Iron Age, Roman, Anglo-Saxon and medieval archaeology (ECB2662). 

Romano-British 

4.2 During the Roman period the causewayed enclosure continued to be occupied 
and the excavation recorded sub-rectangular enclosures (CHER 6468). A Roman villa is 
located c.950m to the east, comprising a building with chalk floors, a yard area and 
rubbish pits. Finds from the building include pottery, a bronze cow bell, lead weights, 
coins, buckles, brooches and keys. Most interesting was a lead vat fragment decorated 
with chevrons which was very similar to another found at Burwell (CHER 06279).  
Another building has been located c.250m to the south of the villa, with a well close by 
(CHER 06278). This building had flint foundations and evidence of timber posts and wall 
slots (CHER 05796).  An intact Roman altar was identified and also tile, pottery, animal 
bone and a pewter plate.  

Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 

4.3 An Anglo-Saxon loom weight was found c.70m to the east (CHER 06270). The 
church of Saint Nicholas c.140m to the south-west dates from the 12th century but was 
rebuilt in subsequent centuries (CHER 06333). 
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4.4 In 1226 Malanney granted Brother Alan Martel, master of the Knights Templars, the 
land he held at the manor of Wilbraham.  A preceptory was founded and became the 
house of the Knights Hospitallers after the suppression of the Order in 1312 (CHER 
06331).  In the 14th century it was handed over to the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem. 

4.5 Many of the houses in the village today are listed buildings and some of the 
earliest date from the medieval period.  Some have been rebuilt and remodelled, for 
example one lies c.180m to the south-west of the site (CHER DCB6891). A postulated 
shrunken medieval settlement lies to the south of the  village. Earthworks including 
pasture, ponds, trackways and potential house platforms suggest some form of 
occupation (CHER 02772). 

Post-medieval 

4.6 The village expanded during the post-medieval period, and the majority of listed 
buildings in the village date to the 18th/19th centuries.  The site is located beyond the 
northern extent of this expansion.  

             
5 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

5.1 The 1797 Enclosure map indicates the site lay to the north of the village within 
agricultural land in the late 18th century (Fig. 3).  The 1886 Ordnance Survey edition 
records the expansion of the village.  Directly to the south of the site a Baptist chapel 
has been erected and cottages front the road (Fig. 4).  This layout is also evident on the 
1901 OS map (Fig. 5).  The row of cottages exhibits later additions. 

6 METHODOLOGY 

6.1 Three trenches, each measuring up to 30m x 1.6m, were excavated (Figs. 2 and 
7).   The topsoil was removed under close archaeological supervision and control using 
a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket.  All subsequent 
excavation was undertaken by hand 

6.2 Exposed sections were cleaned and examined for archaeological features.  
Deposits were recorded using pro forma recording sheets, drawn to scale and 
photographed as appropriate.  Open trenches and excavated spoil were manually/ 
visually searched and scanned by metal detector to enhance the recovery of 
archaeological finds. 

7 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS 

7.1 The individual trench descriptions are presented below: 
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Trench 1 (Figs. 7-8) 

Sample Section 1A; NW end, SW facing
0.00 = 15.42m AOD 
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  Mid grey, friable, silty sand with occasional small rounded chalk, coal 

and flecks of charcoal.  It contained modern pottery, CBM and metal 
fragments. 

0.35 – 0.66m L1001 Subsoil. Light yellowish grey, friable, silty sand with occasional small angular 
flint and chalk nodules.    

0.66 – 1.10m+ L1002 Alluvium.  Mid yellowish grey, compact, clayey silt with occasional small 
angular flint and chalk nodules. 

1.10m + L1003 Natural. Chalk. 

Sample Section 1B; SE end, SW facing
0.00 = 15.71m AOD 
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  As above. 
0.35 – 0.61m L1001 Subsoil.  As above.    
0.61 – 0.90m+ L1002 Alluvium.  As above. 
0.90m + L1003 Natural.  As above 

Description: Ditches F1006 and F1008, Tree Throw F1010 and ?Pit F1012 were 
recorded in Trench 1.  None contained finds.  

Ditch F1006 was linear in plan (1.50m+ x 0.68m x 0.19m), orientated NE/SW. It had 
moderately sloping sides and a concave base. Its fill, L1007, was a light greyish brown, 
firm, silty sand with occasional chalk and small angular stone.  It contained no finds.   

Ditch F1008 was linear in plan (1.50m+ x 0.79m x 0.15m), orientated N/S. It had 
moderately sloping sides and a concave base.  Its fill, L1009, was a light greyish brown 
silty sand with occasional chalk nodules. Ditch 1008 cut Tree Throw F1010.  

F1010 was a probable tree throw and irregular in plan (1.62m x 1.55m x 0.13m). It had 
moderately sloping sides and an uneven base. Its fill, L1011, was a firm, light greyish 
brown with yellow mottling, silty sand with occasional chalk.  F1010  was cut by Ditch 
F1008. 

F1012 was irregular in plan (1.50m x 0.9m x 0.09m).  It may have been a pit but the 
feature was not fully revealed with the trench.  It had gently sloping sides and an 
uneven base. Its fill, L1013, was a firm, light greyish brown silty sand with occasional 
chalk.  It contained no finds. 

Trench 2 (Figs. 7-8) 

Sample Section 2A; NW end, NE facing
0.00 = 15.44m AOD 
0.00 – 0.45m L1000 Topsoil.  As above, Trench 1. 
0.45 – 0.91m L1001 Subsoil.  As above, Trench 1.    
0.91 – 1.24m L1002 Alluvium.  As above, Trench 1. 
0.82m+ L1003 Natural.  As above, Trench 1. 
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Sample Section 2B; SE end, NE facing
0.00 = 15.76m AOD 
0.00 – 0.35m L1000 Topsoil.  As above. 
0.35 – 0.65m L1001 Subsoil.  As above.    
0.65m+ L1003 Natural.  As above. 

Sample Section 2C; NE end, SE facing
0.00 = 15.92m AOD 
0.00 – 0.34m L1000 Topsoil.  As above. 
0.34 – 0.65m L1001 Subsoil.  As above.    
0.65m+ L1003 Natural.  As above. 

Description: A possible natural feature (F1004) and Post Hole F1028 were recorded in 
Trench 2.   

F1004 was irregular in plan (5.00m+ x 1.50m x 0.10m).  It had gently sloping sides and 
a flattish base. Its fill, L1005, was a firm, light greyish yellow silty clay with moderate 
chalk. It contained no finds.  Based on its large size (in plan), shallow profile and 
irregular base (Fig. 8), it is possible that F1004 was a natural feature (probably a tree 
hollow).  Such features are produced by the falling of a large tree and the resultant 
disturbance of the subsoil by the displaced root system (Darvill 2003, 438), often 
manifested in the archaeological record as a ‘shallow craterlike depression’ (Waters 
1992, 307). 

Post Hole F1028 was oval in plan (0.32m x 0.26m x 0.08m).  It had moderately sloping 
sides and a concave base.  Its fill, L1029, was a friable, dark greyish brown silty sand 
with occasional small angular stone.  It contained no finds.  

Trench 3 (Figs. 7 and 9) 

Sample Section 3A; NE end, NW facing
0.00 = 16.22m AOD 
0.00 – 0.34m L1000 Topsoil.  As above, Trench 1. 
0.34 – 0.48m L1001 Subsoil.  As above, Trench 1.    
0.48m+ L1003 Natural.  As above, Trench 1. 

Sample Section 3B; SW end, NW facing
0.00 = 16.38m AOD 
0.00 – 0.34m L1000 Topsoil.  As above, Trench 1. 
0.34 – 0.70m L1001 Subsoil.  As above, Trench 1. 
0.70m+ L1003 Natural.  As above, Trench 1. 

Description: Trench 3 contained five post holes (F1034, F1036, F1038, F1040 and 
F1042), eight pits (F1014, F1016, F1018, F1024, F1026, F1030, F1032 and F1044) and 
two ditch terminals (F1020 and F1022).  None contained finds.  The post holes exhibited 
no discernible plan recognisable as a timber structure. 
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The post holes were generally of a comparable size, and were steep sided.  None 
contained finds.  They were clustered and exhibited no discernible plan recognisable as 
a timber structure.  The post holes are tabulated 

Context Plan/profile (dimensions) Fill Finds Relationships

F1034 Sub-circular in plan (0.30m x 0.29m x 0.13m) 
with moderately steep sides and a concave 
base. 

L1035: Friable, mid brownish grey, sandy silt, 
occasional small sub-rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a 

F1036 Circular in plan (0.40m x 0.18m) with steep 
sides and a concave base. 

L1037: Compact, light yellowish brown sandy 
silt with occasional small rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a 

F1038 Circular in plan (0.46m x 0.17m) with 
moderately steep sides and a concave base. 

L1039: Compact, light yellowish grey sandy 
silt, occasional small rounded chalk.

- n/a 

F1040 Sub-circular in plan (0.40m x 0.42m x 0.15m) 
with moderately steep sides and a concave 
base. 

L1041: Friable, mid yellowish grey, sandy silt, 
occasional small rounded chalk fragments.

- n/a 

F1042 Sub-circular in plan (0.20m x 0.21m x 0.12m) 
with steep sides and a concave base. 

L1043: Compact, mid brownish grey, sandy 
silt, occasional small rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a 

Eight possible pits were recorded. F1018 and F1026 were irregular in plan and profile 
and they may have been natural features.  The sizes and profiles of the pits varied, and 
none contained finds.  They are tabulated: 

Context Plan/profile (dimensions) Fill Finds Relationships

F1014 Sub-circular in plan (0.45m x 0.50m x 0.12m) 
with stepped sides and a narrow base. 

L1015: Compact, mid greyish brown, silty 
sand, moderate small rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a

F1016 Sub-circular in plan (0.50m x 0.70m x 0.16m) 
with moderately steep sides and a concave 
base. 

L1017: Friable, light yellowish grey sandy silt 
with occasional small rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a

F1018 Irregular in plan (0.85m x 0.98m x 0.13m) with 
irregular sides and an uneven base. 

L1019: Compact, pale grey sandy silt. - n/a

F1024 Sub-circular in plan (0.52m x 0.61m x 0.05m) 
with shallow and irregular sides, and an 
uneven base. 

L1025: Compact, pale brown, silty sand, 
frequent rounded small chalk fragments.

- n/a

F1026 Irregular in plan (0.80m x 0.80m x 0.06m) with 
shallow and irregular sides and an uneven 
base. 

L1027: Compact, mid yellowish grey, silty 
sand, frequent small and medium rounded 
chalk fragments.

- n/a

F1030 Sub-circular in plan (0.75m x 0.60m x 0.12m) 
with moderately steep sides and a concave 
base. 

L1031: Compact, mid brownish grey, silty 
sand, occasional small rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a

F1032 Sub-circular in plan (1.30m x 0.89m x 0.26m) 
with stepped sides and imperceptible base. 

L1033: Compact, mid yellowish grey, sandy 
silt, occasional small rounded chalk 
fragments.

- n/a

F1044 Circular in plan (0.50m x 0.14m) with steep 
sides and a concave base. 

L1045: Friable, mid yellowish grey, silty sand, 
occasional small rounded chalk fragments.

- n/a

Ditch Terminals F1020 and F1022 were parallel and adjacent.  Each continued beyond 
the boundaries of the trench and therefore their definition is tentative.   The ditch 
terminals are tabulated: 
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Context Plan/profile (dimensions) Fill Finds Orientation

F1020 Linear in plan (0.6m+ x 0.4m x 0.08m) with 
stepped sides and a narrow base. 

L1021: Friable, mid yellowish brown, silty sand, 
occasional small and medium rounded chalk 
fragments.

- NE/SW

F1022 Linear in plan (1.25m x 0.62m x 0.13m) with 
moderately steep sides and a concave base. 

L1023: Friable, light yellowish brown sandy silt 
with occasional small rounded chalk.

- NE/SW

8 CONFIDENCE RATING

8.1 It is not felt that any factors inhibited the recognition of archaeological features or 
finds.

9 DEPOSIT MODEL

9.1 Uppermost was Topsoil L1000, a mid grey, friable, silty sand with occasional 
small rounded chalk, coal and flecks of charcoal.  It contained modern pottery, CBM and 
metal fragments (0.34 – 0.45m thick).  Below L1000, Subsoil L1001 was a light 
yellowish grey, friable, silty sand with occasional small and angular flint and chalk 
fragments (0.15 – 0.46m thick).  It contained modern pottery and glass.  In the north-
western sector of the site Alluvium L1002 was present (Trench 1 Sample Sections 1A 
and 1B, and Trench 2 Sample Section 2A).  It comprised a mid yellowish grey, compact, 
clayey silt with occasional small angular flint and chalk nodules  (0.29m – 0.44m thick). 

9.2 The natural geology, chalk (L1003), was recorded at depths between 0.48 - 
1.10m below the present day ground surface. 

10 DISCUSSION

10.1 The recorded features are tabulated: 

Trench Context Description Spot date
1 F1006 Ditch Undated 

F1008 Ditch Undated 
F1010 Three Throw Undated 
F1012 ?Pit Undated 

2 F1004 ?Natural Feature Undated 
F1028 Post Hole Undated 

3 F1014 Pit Undated 
F1016 Pit Undated 
F1018 Pit or Natural Feature Undated 
F1020 Ditch Terminal Undated 
F1022 Ditch Terminal Undated 
F1024 Pit Undated 
F1026 Pit or Natural Feature Undated 
F1030 Pit Undated 
F1032 Pit Undated 
F1034 Post Hole Undated 
F1036 Post Hole Undated 
F1038 Post Hole Undated 
F1040 Post Hole Undated 
F1042 Post Hole Undated 
F1044 Pit Undated 
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10.2 The site lies within an area of archaeological potential recorded on the 
Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER), within the historic medieval core 
of Great Wilbraham.  The medieval church of St Nicholas lies some 100m to the south, 
dating from the 12th century (CHER MCB7691). Saxon loomweights have been found 
adjacent to the site suggesting that further early medieval settlement remains may be 
present (CHER MCB7618).  Earlier activity is also recorded in the vicinity of the site, 
including a large Neolithic causewayed enclosure to the west of the village, Scheduled 
as an Ancient Monument (DCB153). 

10.3 Features were recorded in each trench (2-3 (Trench 1); 1 (Trench 2) and 13-15 
(Trench 3)) with the larger number present in the eastern sector of the site (Trench 3).  
Discrete features (pits and post holes) were the most numerous, and a cluster of post 
holes was recorded in Trench 3.  No discernible structural plan was evident.  Ditches 
and possible ditch terminals were recorded in Trenches 1 and 3.  The ditches recorded 
in Trench 1 (F1006 and F1008) did not adhere to the same alignment.  Ditch F1006 was 
perpendicular to the site boundaries and therefore may be broadly contemporary.  None 
of the ditches were visible on the historic maps (Figs. 3 – 6).  F1004 (Trench 2) is 
interpreted as a possible natural feature, and similarly Pits F1012 (Trench 1), F1018 and 
F1016 (Trench 3) may be natural features.  None of the features contained finds and 
therefore they are un-attributable to an archaeological period.   

10.4 The archaeological evaluation recovered five modern sherds from the topsoil 
(L1000) and subsoil (L1001) (Pottery Report Appendix 4).  No residual finds were found. 

11 CONCLUSION

11.1 The site lies within the historic medieval core of Great Wilbraham and the 
medieval church of St Nicholas lies some 100m to the south.  The evaluation recorded 
features, principally pits and post holes, in each trench with the larger number present in 
the eastern sector of the site (Trench 3).  A cluster of post holes was recorded in Trench 
3 but no discernible structural plan was evident.   Though numerous none of the 
features contained finds and therefore they are un-attributable to an archaeological 
period.

DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 

Archive records, with an inventory, will be deposited at the Cambridgeshire County 
Store.  The archive will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross referenced and checked 
for internal consistency.   
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APPENDIX 1  HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT DATA

HER NGR TL Description
Prehistoric
06271 TL 54 58 Stone axe found in field W of Green Road. Made out of turf from Great Langdale, 

Westmorland. See RN 06272 f or another Neo axe from this locality . 
06272 TL 546 588 Neo polished stone axe. Highly patinated grey f lint. End has been broken of f . At present 

measures 12cm by 6,5cm. 
See RN 06271 f or another Neo axe from this locality. 

06468 TL 539 578 1. The site is not visible on the RAF aerial photographs. 
2. CUCAP photographs from the 1970s clearly show an interrupted ditched enclosure. 
4. The site is listed as a double-ditched Neolithic causewayed enclosure 
5. The site is listed as a low-lying gravel enclosure of c.1.57 ha, situated adjacent to water 
and comprising two rings and a palisade. 
7. The monument includes a causewayed enclosure, defined by a double circuit of 
ditches. It is located on a low-lying knoll of chalk marl surrounded by peat, situated to the 
south of the Little Wilbraham River. Low ploughed-down earthworks mark the location of 
the monument but the enclosure is most clearly observed from the air and is recorded on 
aerial photographs; the following description is largely based on the photographic record. 
The enclosure is roughly oval in plan and has maximum dimensions of 260m east-west by 
200m north-south. The outer ditch is estimated to be 4m wide and is interrupted by at 
least f iv e causeway s on its south-western arm. The inner ditch is separated from the 
outer by a distance of between 20-50m and is of similar width, although the circuit is less 
clearly defined than that of the outer ditch. Several poorly defined curvilinear, thought to 
be subsidiary enclosure ditches, have been observed towards the western end of the 
interior. A straight linear feature, on an approximate northerly alignment, which runs 
across the centre of the enclosure, is thought to be a later field boundary or drainage 
ditch. Small scale excavations, accompanied by geophysical survey and surf ace 
collection of finds, were carried out in 1975-6. Three types of deposits were found to 
survive; features cut into bedrock, covered by layers of material eroded from the top of the 
knoll, and associated with peat containing waterlogged organic materials. Two phases of 
ditch construction and a palisade trench inside the outer ditch were recorded while a 
variety of artefacts of Neolithic date were recovered. There was also evidence of minor re-
use of the site in the Roman period.  
8. The site was first identified and recorded by St Joseph in 1972 and is only visible on 
one set of vertical photographs from 1969. Just to the north-east of the enclosure a 
further stretch of ditch was visible. 
9. This article reconstructs what is known of the 1975-6 excavations from the surviving 
excavation archive and uses the material to explore the way in which David Clarke's 
theoretical stance affected his only attempt at directing fieldwork. 
Systematic surf ace collection of artefacts revealed concentrations of flints inside and 
outside the enclosure, the locations of which are plotted in (9). A magnetometry survey is 
also ref erred to, although no results are apparent. During the first season an 80mx2m 
trench was dug across the ditches in the north-west quarter of the site, although AP 
transcription errors meant that the majority of this trench f ell outside the area of the 
enclosure. The following season further trenches were excavated to the north-east and 
east, providing a better sample of the ditches and the surrounding landscape (see also 7). 
The interior proved to have been disturbed to the surf ace of the gravels, but the plough 
soil was rich in Neolithic pottery and worked flints. The ditches also contained much 
pottery and animal and plant remains. Excavations in the surrounding mere also 
recovered much organic material, pottery and f lint, some of it contemporary with the 
camp. Evidence was also discovered of Iron Age, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, medieval and 
post-medieval activity on the site. As a part of this retrospective analysis, magnetic 
susceptibility and magnetometer surveys were conducted across the area of the 
enclosure. The double ditch of the enclosure was revealed, as were traces of later 
features, including some circular ?Iron Age/Bronze Age features, some sub-rectangular 
?Roman enclosures and the 1975-6 excavations. A palaeoenvironmental survey of the 
area to the north of the site was also conducted using a series of bore holes. Two 
radiocarbon samples were taken from boreholes. This work revealed the ancient course 
of the river and demonstrated that the area had existed in oak woodland during the 
Neolithic period, but that by the Bronze Age much of this woodland had been cleared. 

11948 TL 5477 5724 The earliest activity in this area is represented by struck f lint of the Mesolithic or Neolithic 
period and a sherd dating to the Bronze Age or Early Iron Age. These finds are residual. 

DCB153 TL 5399 5782 The monument includes a causewayed enclosure, defined by a double circuit of ditches. 
It is located on a lowlying knoll of chalk marl surrounded by peat, situated to the south of 
the Little Wilbraham River. Low ploughed down earthworks mark the location of the 
monument but the enclosure is most clearly observed from the air and is recorded on 
aerial photographs; the following description is largely based on the photographic record. 
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The enclosure is roughly oval in plan and has maximum dimensions of 260m east-west by 
200m north-south. The outer ditch is estimated to be 4m wide and is interrupted by at 
least five causeways on its south-western arm. 
The inner ditch is separated from the outer by a distance of between 20-50m and is of 
similar width, although the circuit is less clearly defined than that of the outer ditch. 
Several poorly defined curvilinear features, thought to be subsidiary enclosure ditches, 
have been observed towards the western end of the interior. A straight linear feature, on 
an approximate northerly alignment, which runs across the centre of the enclosure, is 
thought to be a later field boundary or drainage ditch. Small scale excavations, 
accompanied by geophysical survey and surface collection of finds, were carried out in 
1975-6. Three types of deposits were found to survive; features cut into bedrock, covered 
by layers of material eroded from the top of the knoll, and associated with peat containing 
waterlogged organic materials. Two phases of ditch construction and a palisade trench 
inside the outer ditch were recorded while a variety of artefacts of Neolithic date were 
recovered. There was also evidence of minor reuse of the site in the Roman period. 
ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE 
Between 50 and 70 causewayed enclosures are recorded nationally, mainly in southern 
and eastern England. 
They were constructed over a period of some 500 years during the middle part of the 
Neolithic period (c.3000- 2400 BC) but also continued in use into later periods. They vary 
considerably in size (from 2 to 70 acres) and were apparently used for a variety of 
functions, including settlement, defence, and ceremonial and funerary purposes. 
However, all comprise a roughly circular to ovoid area bounded by one or more concentric 
rings of banks and ditches. The ditches, from which the monument class derives its name, 
were formed of a series of elongated pits punctuated by unexcavated causeways. 
Causewayed enclosures are amongst the earliest field monuments to survive as 
recognisable features in the modern landscape and are one of the few known Neolithic 
monument types. Due to their rarity, their wide diversity of plan, and their considerable 
age, all causewayed enclosures are considered to be nationally important. 
Despite being reduced by cultivation, the monument 900m west of Great Wilbraham 
church is one of the bestpreserved of its type in Cambridgeshire and, because partial 
excavation has demonstrated the presence of three distinct types of deposits, it is known 
to retain conditions for the recovery of evidence pertaining to the use of the site. 

Romano-British
05796 TL 557 575 1. A trench stripped for construction of a water pipeline cut through a site where Roman 

finds had been reported. Only 5m wide, the trench contained 2 rectangular rooms. One 
had a rammed chalk floor and massive flint foundations and the other had evidence f or 
timber posts and wall slots. Near this building a circular pit cut into a square shaped chalk 
platform containing an intact Roman altar, architectural fragments including the base of a 
column, and a mass of iron-work (so far unidentified). Tile, pottery, bone, a spoon and 
pewter plate were also recovered from the site. 
2. The report contains specialist reports on the artefacts, the fragments from the altar pit, 
the pottery and the faunal remains. 

06269 TL 546 572 Roman bronze enamelled votive stand. Photographed and drawn for publication in PCAS. 
06278 TL 556 574 S1, 2 wells. Mrs. Hyde-Smith (Wilbraham Temple)reported that many years ago tractors 

used to sink at these 2 points, and when investigated by Lethbridge he said they must be 
wells, which presumably belong to the villa here. See RN 06279 for Roman villa and cross 
references. 

06279 TL 558 577 1. Roman finds scatter - villa site. Roman pottery scatter including 2 Samian and one 
colour-coated sherds. Fragment of a bronze cow bell. 2 lead weights, one with iron loop f 
or suspension.130 Roman coins, including Denarius of Vespasian and semis of Nerv a.2 
fibulae fragments. 1 buckle. Assorted bronze fitments. 1 disc brooch, with 6 circles around 
a central circle which still contained red enamel. One small oval brooch with a large stone 
setting (missing), gilded. One large oval brooch with central stone setting (missing) and 4 
beads of glass inset. Also pendants, key , bracelet fragment, finger rings, terret ?,etched 
glass fragment, and pieces of lead found. Lead v at fragment, decorated with chevrons 
and one circle, with lug and rim, located by metal detector and excavated by AJ Rank and 
AT. It lay horizontally about 10cm above a good cobbled floor, at a depth of ?m. There 
was no sign of a pit or other features. The tree roots did not seem to have caused any 
disturbance at this level. Obviously an important Roman building is well preserved here. 
April 1980. Vat donated to CAAM. A few animal bones were found with it. The fragment is 
very like the complete v at recently found nearby at Burwell (CJ Guy in PCAS 1978). Vat 
found in woodland next to a villa site. Site plan in Parish File. See RN 06278 f or site of 2 
wells nearby. See RN 06277 f or Roman coins from nearby. 

11948A TL 5477 5724 Roman, or possibly post-Roman finds made at High Street, Great Wilbraham include field 
boundaries and ditch sections/elongated pits. Finds from this period include a sherd, 
resembling Roman wares from Verulamium, and animal bone. The absence of definitely 
non-residual finds prevents a more accurate determination of their age. 

Medieval
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02772 TL 5460 5720 Possible SMV. Clear well preserved earthworks surviving in pasture, ponds, trackways 
and potential house platforms. 

06270 TL 5498 5790 S1, AS loomweights found in guide-camp while digging a waste pit. The f irst weights 
were 30cms deep and they continued in pile to 50cms below ground level. Only one was 
complete but there were bits of at least a dozen. Excavations into the side of pit revealed 
more loom weights in situ, and the f ill contained charcoal and resembles hut f ill. No other 
objects were noted. The site obviously goes under the hedge to adjoining gardens and 
lies immediately opposite the hut, 20m S of corner of field. 

06276 TL 545 585 1. Early English chancel, rebuilt in 1850. The nave is also Early English or earlier. N 
chapel is C14. S porch is Perpendicular. Chancel rebuilt in C19 (1850). 
2. Brass: C16 (1521), William Blakwey, MA, rector, in academic dress, kneeling. 
3. The church is built of fieldstones, mostly rendered, with clunch and limestone 
dressings. It consists of a chancel, nave with N. aisle and N. vestry, a S. porch and a W. 
tower. The stepped base of an early medieval cross survives in the churchyard. Much of 
the nave S. wall and part of its W. one probably remain from c.1100; a small, round-
headed window cut from one block and carved with scallop patterns was uncovered in the 
S. wall in 1966. The chancel was rebuilt in the C13; two lancets, unblocked in the C19, 
remain in its N. wall. Its three-light E. window has curvilinear tracery, restored, with 
mouchettes, probably early C14. The narrow three-stage W. tower, also of that period, 
clasped by the W. end of the nave, is supported internally on three chamfered arches 
whose piers have semi-octagonal shafts. Later embattled, it was surmounted in the C18 
by a short, leaded spire. The N. aisles or chapel, which is as wide as the nave and 
separately 
roofed, is entered through a three-bayed arcade on high bases, whose design resembles 
that of the tower arches. That aisle, probably added in the late C14 or early C15, possibly 
contained the lady altar recorded in 1501. Its N. wall retained in 1748 three-light windows 
with Perpendicular tracery, in decay c.1827. They presumably resembled the two 
surviving, restored in the nave S. wall. In the aisle windows such tracery was replaced, 
probably by 1844, with plain intersecting tracery. Of the C15 are the chancel arch, the 
square-headed two-light windows inserted in the chancel S. wall and the S. 
porch, whose doorway retains a carved C14 wooden door. The octagonal font with 
traceried panels is C15, as were the f ormer low-pitched nave and aisle roof s, which were 
renewed after 1850 together with the rest of the chancel. Their jackposts were supported 
on wooden corbels carved with angel-musicians, some of which were removed c.1849 to 
Anglesey Abbey , thee were later deposited in the church by the Saffron Walden museum. 
Some panelling from late medieval seating survives, incorporated in modern seats. The 
roodscreen was apparently extant in 1748 and 1844. Stairs on its south side remain, with 
a squint from the N. aisle. The chancel was in decay in 1561, its roof being neglected 
c.1600. Communion rails removed after 1645 had not been replaced c.1680, when the 
chancel walls were dangerously cracked. About 1745 Robert Masters, while curate, 
obtained an altar and reredos, and rich hangings from Corpus Christi College's chapel, 
and the royal arms of William III, later Hanoverianised, from the St. Nicholas's chapel, 
King's Lynn. In the late 1840's the rector virtually rebuilt the chancel, reusing much old 
masonary but dislodging Master's imported woodwork. The nave roof was renewed from 
1855. 

06284 TL 558 575 Bronze object. Sketch on PRC. 
06331 TL 5532 5797 In 1226, Peter Malanney granted to Brother Alan Martel, master of the Knights Templars 

all that he held of the King in Wilbraham. The house of the preceptory in the C14 was a 
small manor house, simply furnished. In December 1313 the manor and church were 
handed over to brother William de Sauston of the hospital of St John of Jerusalem. 
Mediev al preceptory - Knights Templars c 1170 - 1312. Knights Hospitallers c 1350. The 
church and land at Great Wilbraham, previously held by the Benedictine Monks of Denny, 
passed with Denny, to the knights Templars about 1170, and a preceptory was founded. It 
became a house of the Knights Hospitallers after the suppression of the Order of the 
Knights Templars in 1312, who held it until about 1350. The name is perpetuated in 
Wilbraham Temple at TL/552/579 

06333 TL 548 577 1.  A f lint-built church with a Norman N window. The lancets in the nave, the S transept, 
the doorway with three defaced order's and a steep arch with kneeled mouldings and 
dogtooth decoration are all Early English, as are the four crossing arches. There is two-
light transformed Perpendicular window inserted in the S wall of the chancel close W its 
W end. The font is square with evolutes at the corner, chip-carved saltire crosses, 
rosettes, etc. The chequerwork patterns on the crossing arches are C14 according to 
Tristram. 
2. Medieval gravestone. 
3. Is built of fieldstones dressed with ashlar. Chancel, transepts with crossing, aisleless 
nave and W. tower. Thick N. wall of nave survives from C12 church, was reused in the 
C13 cruciform church. C13 rebuilding was probably undertaken in two phases. Arches of 
the central crossing are chamfered over octagonal responds, that f acing the nave having 
many 
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mouldings. Some remains of C13 rebuild in nave, chancel and S. transept. Chancel 
received new windows in C14. Threestage W. tower added c.1400, buttressed, 
parapeted, pinnacled. Spire removed after 1783. 
Fittings: 
Font: Square, edge carved with bands of diamonds, waves, zigzag over v oultes, survives 
from C12 church. 
Screen: C18, replaced earlier late Medieval screen. 
Few other early fittings survive. 
4. The church is dedicated to St Nicholas and consists of a Chancel, Nave, North and 
South Transepts, South Porch and Embattled West Tower with Pinnacles, a clock and five 
bells. 

07968 TL 54 58 11 Deeds (charters of feoffment. 1439 to 1646 AD). Found by the Rev FC Marshall, rector, 
in the parish chest, and relate to three several properties in that parish. One of these 
charters, (No 4, 1480,) bears the signature of the Earl of Surrey , the victor of Flodden; Sir 
John Cheyne, who is mentioned in the same deed, afterwards fought by the side of the 
Duke of Richmond against Richard III at the battle of Bosworth. In no 5, mention is made 
of Anglesey Priory, a house of Austin Canons, founded by Henry I and granted at the 
Dissolution to John Hynde (in 1539). 

11948B TL 5477 5724 The only medieval feature identified at this site consisted of a central pit with f our 
surrounding post-holes, dated by a single sherd of Thetford ware. Post-medieval finds 
included brick land drains, soakaways, a ditch, pits and post-holes. Post Medieval 
artefacts recovered were potsherds, animal bone, clay pipe-stems and iron nails. 

MCB17711 TL 5452 5794 Two linear chalk features visible on aerial photographs are tentatively interpreted as 
degraded headlands, although they may be natural undulations. No evidence f or ridge 
and furrow was recorded, and the modern field boundaries do not suggest the 
continuation of medieval land division. 

MCB17712 TL 5436 5742 Aerial photographs record the presence of features, in the form of a D-shaped enclosure 
and associated linear features, in pasture, which were visible as earthworks until at least 
1968. The features are possible domestic in f unction and are probably no earlier than 
medieval in date. 

DCB5217 TL5456358600 Parish church of early C13 chancel, late C13 nave and north aisle and a West Tower 
inserted into the West bay of the nave. The South wall of the nave, however, is much 
older, probably C11 or C12 and has a round headed single light window. The church was 
substantially restored in C19. The principal material is clunch, rendered, with limestone 
dressings to quoins. Embattled West tower of three stages with restored fenestration and 
bell chamber openings. The two windows in the South wall of the nave are C19 
restorations of late C14 or early C15 work. The late C11 or C12 century window has a 
splayed sill and moulding of scalloped pattern to the arch. The South wall of the C13 
chancel was rebuilt in 1850 and the whole cased in flint. One lancet window with a deep 
slay, in the North wall, survives. The North aisle has had the roof raised and the 
fenestration restored in Early English style in C19. Inside: The West tower arch and the 
two arches to the side walls of the tower are of C13 date. Two centred arches of two 
chamfered orders, the inner on half octagonal attached shafts. The North arcade is in 
three bays. Two centred arches of two chamfered orders. There is a squint opening 
between the North aisle and the chancel and a rood loft staircase opening South of the 
chancel arch. The nave and North aisle retain some of the original stone corbels carved, 
which carried the jack posts of the original roof. The font is C15. Octagonal with the 
traceried panels to the sides, foliate bosses to the soffit and an actagonal stem. 

DCB6376 TL 54558 58584 17/29 Churchyard Cross in Churchyard of Church of St GV John the Evangelist 
II
Churchyard cross, medieval, C7. Barnack limestone. The base of the cross has a splayed 
upper edge and is supported on a square plinth of two steps, with chamfered nosing. 

DCB5912 TL5483757760 Parish church, with a C12 origin, but mostly of C13 when the nave, crossing and chancel 
were built or rebuilt. The West Tower is probably C14. Restored C19 when the North 
Transept was mostly rebuilt. Pebble stones, flint and limestone dressings with some 
clunch surviving in the window tracery. Plain tiled roofs. Original cruciform plan, but the 
central tower was either never built or collapsed. West Tower added C15, of three stages 
embattled with restored crocketed pinnacles and moulded main cornice. On chamfered 
plinth, with three stage diagonal buttressing. Restored C14-C15 window with vertical 
tracery. Second stage has a lancet with hollow moulded opening, to each side and bell 
stage has two cinquefoil openings in two centred heads. Nave: C15 restored fenestration. 
The south porch is also C15 with two centred outer arch of clunch, much worn, of two-
wave moulded orders, the inner on engaged shaft with embattled capital. Inner arch is 
C13 of three hollow and roll moulded orders in a two centred arch with two bands of dog 
tooth ornament. Each order on restored shafts with moulded capitals and hold water 
bases. The walls of the crosswing are visible above the eaves of the nave. The South 
Transept is of similar materials and has two restored C13 lancets in the west wall, a 
window of C15, again restored, with vertical tracery in the south, and in the east wall a 
blocked two centred archway of two chamfered orders on responds with half octagonal 
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moulded capitals and bases originally leading to a South Transept chapel. The C13 
chancel has two lancets windows in the south wall, one partly blocked by a C15 low side 
window opening. The south doorway is restored as is the east window, which is 
composed of three graduated lancets. Two smaller lancets in the north wall. The north 
wall of the nave has a C12 window in a round head. Interior: There are deep splays to the 
windows in the north wall of the nave, unlike that of the south wall. The C13 arches at the 
crosswing are two centred and of two chamfered orders on half octagonal responds with 
moulded capitals and bases. The outer chamfer has a stop. The west side of the arch 
facing the nave has two hollow and roll moulded orders. The blocked archway in the east 
wall of the South Transept has the similar hollow and roll moulding and dog tooth 
ornament: as the inner archway of the porch. There was a rood loft opening in the north 
wall of the chancel. There are two mid C18 gothic wall monuments in the chancel, one to 
Miss Mary Ward, 1756 and Thomas Weston Ward, 1750. Also in the north wall and above 
these monuments is an early C18 white marble wall tablet. The communion rail is early 
C18 and has twisted balusters. There are fragements of C14 wall painting at the crossing. 
The font is early C12 and dates from the original church on the site. Square bowl of 
limestone, with lead lined bowl, the upper edge with band of saltire crosses and fleurons 
and the lower with volutes at the corners. On a square stem with large stop chamfers. 
Square base.  

DCB6891 TL5480757731 Cottage, C13-C14 with one bay rebuilt in C16 and later additions of C17 to left hand. 
Timber frame, rendered with part of rear wall rebuilt in brick C19-C20. Thatched roof of 
long straw with C19 grey gault brick upper courses to C17-C18 ridge stack. Two bays 
survive of a single aisled hall, with the aisle on the rear. A third bay to the right hand was 
rebuilt in C16 and other additions have been made. There is now a lobby entry. One 
storey and attic. One dormer. Three windows and doorway opposite the stack. Interior: 
Two bays survive of the original single aisled hall. A third bay existed to the right hand as 
shown by a mortice for a brace in the arcade post. The arcade plate, at the rear, and the 
wall plate, at the front, were cut down when the third bay was rebuilt in C16. A stack was 
inserted into the hall in the late C17. The bricks are narrow red and yellow gault bricks. 
The front wall of the aisled hall survives. There is no middle rail and the studs, which have 
wide centres, are tenoned to a sill on a stone plinth. Two arcade posts are visible. The 
posts are square and of comparatively slender scantling (5 1/2" x 5 1/2") with straight 
braces to the arcade plate. The posts have plain heads and are tenoned to the arcade 
plate with a single peg. Two tie beams remain but the joints to the plates are not visible. 
The arcade posts are tenoned to a small sill beam on a stone or clunch plinth. Part of the 
tie beam is visible. There are straight braces of shallow pitch between the arcade posts 
and the tie beam. One of the posts has a mortice for an aisle tie, the other has been 
mutilated. The rear wall of the aisle has mostly been rebuilt in brick and the roof of the 
aisle raised, except that some rafters in one bay to the left survive in situ. The roof to the 
open hall is not visible, although it has been confirmed that it is smoke blackened. The 
C16 rebuild is of substantial scantling with close set stud work. This bay has a 
contemporary floor with large unmoulded joists laid flat. There is an original doorway 
between the open-hall and this C16 bay. Both inner and outer face of the arcade posts 
are chamfered and there are no mortices in the arcade plate. 

DCB6736 TL5487157678 House, early C16, late C16 and late C17. Minor alterations of C19 and C20. Timber 
frame, part exposed, part tiled roofs with some brick. Steeply pitched plain tiled roofs with 
one good c1600 projecting stack with offsets, of narrow, clear red brick. Another stack is 
late C17 or early C18 and to the side of the early C16 range and probably contemporary 
with a rear wing. Original plan 
of a two bay house with side stack, added to in late C16 by a range to the road forming an 
L-plan. Original house of two storeys with first floor jettied to front, and now partially 
obscured by late C16 extension. Jetty beam carried on three brackets. One casement 
with small panes. One hung sash to ground floor. Doorway in later porch in angle between 
two C16 ranges. Late C16 addition, timber framed exposed with tiled roof and end stack 
of c1600. Two bays. Two storeys. Side wall has a window of four lights with original 
diamond mullions and pointed arches. Another window has C19 horizontal sliding sash. 
Rear range at back of and adjoining the early C16 jettied house. C17 possibly a kitchen 
wing replacing a hall originally on the site. Framed, plastered with plain tiled roof. One 
storey and attic. One dormer.  

DCB5506 TL5507357498 Cottage, late C15 or early C16 with C17 alterations and addition and late C19 remodelling 
and enlargement. Formerly the village shop. Timber framed, part plaster rendered but 
mainly cased or rebuilt in late C19-early C20 white brick. Steeply pitched plain tiled roof 
with ridge stack. Plan of single range with two bay open hall, service end and parlour, with 
gable end to road. One storey and attic. South side has three gable dormers and three 
windows, all C20, and the doorway leading to the original cross-passage. Entry now in 
C19 wing. Interior: The chimney stack and floor were inserted into the two bay open hall 
in c1630. The late C15 or early C16 partition wall between the hall and cross-passage has 
framing of substantial scantling with curved downward bracing. A cellar was constructed 
under the service bay and access to it was made from a staircase within the cross-
passage. The original service room beyond the cross-passage retains its umoulded joists 
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of large scantling laid flat. The roof is of clasped side purlin construction with collars 
between the principals and paired and curved wind braces from principals to purlins. The 
roof over the two bays of the hall is smoke blackened.  

DCB6850 TL5532157969 Outbuilding, at 14/122 Wilbraham Temple 31.8.62 (formerly listed as Outbuildings) GV II* 
The solar wing of a manor house, late C15, associated with the Knights Hospitallers, 
successors to the Knights Templars from whom the site obtains its name. Now an 
outbuilding of Temple House. Timber frame, plaster rendered with plain tiled gabled roof. 
Single range in three bays, with later outshut at rear and stack inserted at same time 
between outshut and wing. Originally two storeys and attic, now two storeys. The three 
windows in the front and the doorway and window in the right hand gable end are all C19 
or C20, but the doorway in the left hand gable end is original and has a four centred 
hollow moulded arch in a square head. There is a little inserted studwork in this gable end 
wall. Interior: Ground floor has ogee moulded intersecting main beams, and principal 
posts. The first floor is in three bays with the bay nearest the present house possibly a 
bed chamber and originally being divided from the centre bay by a partition wall and 
having an attic storey above and similarly divided from the other bays. Mortices for the 
studs of the partition wall are visible in the tie beam and in the collar. The wall plate in this 
bay is richly carved with a double cornice of double ogee moulding divided by a band of 
folded leaf ornament. The ceiling has been removed but the ends of the main beam over 
this bay survive in the tie beam and have hollow mouldings with a roll to the soffit. 
Similarly only the ends of the joists of the same ceiling remain in the wall plate and these 
have identical but smaller mouldings. The wall framing is of fine, close set, studwork. 
There is a tabled scarf joint in one wall plate. The other two bays at first floor level were 
open and there is no evidence of an attic storey above. There are plain chamfer stops to 
the wall plate and cambered tie beams. It is uncertain how this solar wing was heated. 
The inglenook in the ground floor is C17-C18 and possibly replaces an earlier hearth 
possibly the hearth of the hall. Above there are some signs of a fireplace, but the wall 
plate has pegholes at regular intervals indicating a framed wall. The roof is of tenoned 
side purlin construction with short curved wind braces between principals and the purlin. 
Both tie beams and collars are cambered. It is possible that this building formed part of 
the private apartments of a commandery of the Knights Hospitallers. 

Post-medieval
10426 TL 5513 5752 C17. It is on the roadside boundary of the f armyard converted to a granary. Timber-

framed and weather boarded walls on a brick plinth a long straw thatched gablet roof. 
One storey, square planned with a two stage doorway centrally positioned. The interior 
shows the exposed timber-frame and rod holes possibly used f or the pegs in the 
construction of clay bat or daub nesting boxes. 

12285 TL 555 581 1. Wilbraham Temple is grade II registered early 19th century park and garden, with late 
20th century additions, surrounding a house of C17 origin. The gardens surround the 
house on all sides. The S.W. entrance front looks onto a curved lawn bordered to the E. 
by a mixed shrubbery and to the W. by a mixed border beside a wooden pergola. The 
lawn runs down to the ha-ha beside the drive to the outbuildings with the park beyond to 
the S.W. A stream runs S.E. to N.W. through the gardens. Beyond the stream the ground 
rises to a Temple placed on higher ground. This area is planted more 
informally with longer grass, trees and shrubs. The structure of these gardens remains the 
same as that depicted on the 1817 OS map. The walled kitchen garden cover 0.5ha and 
lies 15m N.W. of the house. A swimming pool has been added (1980s) in the S. corner 
while the rest of the garden is being dev eloped into a f lower garden. It also contains a 
rectangular carp pool. There is a small park laid out to the S.W, S. and S.E. of the house. 
To the W. and S. is open parkland planted with trees. To the E. and N. are dense 
plantations and perimeter belts of trees, that to the N. beyond the Wilderness being 
known as the Star and Garter woodland. 
2. Although the Temple and manor site at Great Wilbraham has a medieval history (see 
RN 06331) there is nothing to suggest that the surrounding park pre-dates the late 18th to 
early 19th century. The park was formed by enlarging the small gardens already present. 
3. Pleasure grounds and park around House originally associated with the Knights 
Templar totalling c.22ha. Although the Temple and manor site at Great Wilbraham has a 
medieval history there is nothing to suggest that the surrounding park predates the late 
18th to early 19th centuries. The park was formed by enlarging the small gardens already 
present, and relict boundaries of original fields can be made out within the park on the first 
edition OS (1886). The present park landscape owes much to recent work on renovation 
and planting, carried out during the 1980s and 1990s. A survey of the park in 1984 
recorded drives, streams, an island, plantations, and perimeter belts, as well as 2 ha-has 
(CCC Parklands Survey files 1984). 
The park is currently graded as English Heritage Register grade II and the English 
Heritage discussion also includes the Wilderness, Star and Garter Woodland, a terrace to 
the north-east and south-east of the house and extensive plantings of limes, beech, field 
maple, Scots pine and oak. The open park lies predominantly to the west of the house. It 
was noted during the English Heritage survey that the park was being re-instated. 
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4. This late 16th century house has been extended and ref aced in the 19th century. 
Originally the entrance drive came from the north passing over the stream to the east of 
the park which was extended in the 1700s to 25 acres. The entrance today is from the 
west. The gardens have recently been redeveloped with improvement to the area around 
the carp pond, a new garden to the south with a yew hedge and a pergola in the west 
garden. There are extensive gardens to the west of the house and a generously planted 
terrace has been added to the south and east of the house. Over 1000 trees were planted 
during the recent reinstatement of the park and two ha-has have been updated. The view 
to the east is backed by the Wilderness and the Star and Garter Wood. 

 14877 TL 5489 5784 Baptist chapel built in 1833 to replace the various registered houses and barns in use 
before then. The chapel is of grey brick, in three bay s, seating 60-100, it has an arcaded 
outside with segmental arches. 

MCB16959 TL 5529 5794 A brick lined drain with a vaulted roof was discovered during landscaping works at 
Wilbraham Temple. The drain was c. 40 cm wide and 40 cm deep to the top of the vault. 
The feature is mainly 17th century , with some 19th century repairs, suggesting possible 
reuse by the Victorian Conservatory (see RN 12285). In the cellar of the main house is a 
brick lined with blocks of a similar size to the earliest ones in the culvert. 

MCB18475 TL 5450 5835 1. The Old Rectory at Little Wilbraham is a red brick house built in the late C18th, and 
where Charles Lamb, the essay ist (1775 – 1834) is believed to have stayed on a number 
of occasions. Beyond a formal gravelled entrance court with lime trees leading to the 
house, there is a garden to both the east and south of the house. The garden to the south 
was the kitchen garden, and some old fruit trees still remain. Along the north wall is a 
glasshouse. The garden to the east overlooks the small park falling away to the Little 
Wilbraham River, with a river walk and avenue of poplar trees. Many of the building within 
the complex are listed. 
2. House, formerly the rectory, built in the late 18th century with a contribution from 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. In 1802 the front elevation was redmodelled and the 
house re-roofed. Other alterations took place at the end of the 19th century and in the 
1960s and 1970s. It is constructed from red brick with a hipped, pantiled roof. 
Outbuildings associated with the Old Rectory include a coach house and stables, a 
brewhouse and a bakehouse; all are of late 18th or early 19th century date 

DCB5721 TL5450258435 Wall, late C18 or early C19. Grey brick in English bond. Crinkle-crankle of approximately 
ten undulations. 

DCB4523 TL5462158514 Cottage, late C18 or early C19 of yellow-grey brick, with mingled brick at the rear, and a 
mansard roof thatched with reed. Two end stacks. The cottage is of T-plan, with a two-
storey service wing in the rear range but this may be a later addition or have been raised 
by one storey since the roof is of low pitch and slated. One storey and attics. Two 
dormers. The main elevation has a 
doorway with a C19 reeded doorcase flanked by canted bay windows. 

DCB6079 TL5503957536 Handed pair of cottages, C18, now one dwelling. Timber framed, rendered with thatched 
roof of reed and rebuilt ridge stack. Each cottage has one heated room with a narrower 
service bay adjoining. One storey and attic. Two dormers with windows with segmental 
arched heads. Two windows on either side of C20 porch, thatched. Originally there were 
two adjacent doorways, opposite the stack, one to each cottage. Interior: There are 
original abutting inglenook hearths and each cottage has a staircase, repaired or renewed 
in the corner of the service bay. Stop chamfered main beams. 

DCB4693 TL5502057686 House, c1600 with crosswing parallel to road of mid C17, extended early C18. Restored 
c1980. Timber framed, rendered and pargetted, and c1720 narrow gault brick to one 
gable end wall. 
Blind panel below stack in this gable end. Steeply pitched tiled roofs, originally thatched, 
with end parapet to the early C18 brick gable end. Early C17 gault brick ridge stack with 
three grouped shafts set diagonally. Plan of hall with crosswing to road end, and lobby 
entry. Hall of one storey and attic. One dormer, and two windows, all C20 with doorway 
opposite the stack. Crosswing of two storeys with three small windows, all C20. Interior: 
Hall of three bays including chimney bay. Straight bracing to wall frame and wind bracing 
to clasped side purlin roof. Much inserted timber in the ceilings. Crosswing mid C17, 
probably a parlour wing with stop chamfered main beam and hearth lintel to one room. 
One upper room is also heated. Similar roof but of lighter scantling. Two bay plan 
extended by a further bay early C18.  

DCB5762 TL5488357583 Cottage, late C17 or C18, restored c1980. Timber-frame, rendered with thatched roof of 
reed and grey gault brick ridge stack. Another, possibly later, stack to left hand. Three bay 
and lobby plan with gable end to road. Two dormers, C20. Six c1980 small pane 
horizontal sliding sashes. Doorway remains in its original location opposite the stack. 

DCB4694 TL5483357676 Cottage, probably late C18. Timber framed, rendered with plain tiled mansard roof and 
yellow brick ridge stack and end stack. Two dormers. Two early C19 horizontal sliding 
sashes with shutters on either side of doorway with later door. 

DCB5763 TL5471957134 Cottage, late C17 or C18. Roughcast rendered timber frame with chamfered roof of long 
straw, half-hipped to left hand gable end. Original grey gault brick ridge stack. Three bay 
plan with lobby entry. One storey and attic. One small dormer. Two horizontal sliding 
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sashes and a third, later, window. Entry in porch with lean-to roof of thatch. 
DCB4695 TL5454757179 Barn, C17. Timber framed, weatherboarded with half hipped thatched roof of long straw. 

Six bays and aisled. Inside there are some new rafters but all the main trusses are intact. 
Bracing between arcade posts and tie beams is generally shallow. No evidence of 
passing braces. 

DCB4696 TL5507157406 House, mid-late C17 with C18 and C19 additions and alterations. Timber framed, 
roughcast and plaster rendered with left hand gable end wall rebuilt in white brick and rear 
wall cased in similar brick. Plain tiled roofs at two levels with roof to right hand raised. 
Ridge stack of narrow gault and red brick having three rectangular shafts on rectangular 
base with moulded string-course now concealed within the raised roof of the right hand 
bay. Plan of three bays and lobby entry. Two storeys with garret inserted when roof raised. 
Two storey porch, C17-C18 opposite the stack with hung sash with small panes, above 
round headed early C19 doorway, with C20 panelled door and blind fanlight with glazing 
bars. The remaining fenestration is also hung sashes with glazing bars, including two 
windows, one to each storey, to an addition to the centre bay at the front. Interior. Has an 
early C19 open strung staircase with turned newels and square section balusters. Some 
framing visible showing straight downward bracing and joint techniques similar to that of 
No.13 Toft Lane, 1685 (q.v.). One first floor room has stop chamfered main beam. A 
passageway has been made between the walls of the abutting inglenooks. It is likely that 
the house was used as a non-conformist meeting house. In the garden there is a burial 
ground with two early C18 headstones, including one of 1705 to Thomas Webb and a 
table tomb and headstones of C19 to members of the Paul family.  

DCB6080 TL5500357330 Cottage, late C17 extended by one bay to right hand C18. Rendered timber frame with 
thatched roof of long straw and grey gault brick ridge stack. Four bays, lobby entry plan. 
One storey and attic. Two gabled dormers. Four windows, including one three-light 
horizontal sliding sash and a casement with leaded lights. Doorway in its original location 
opposite the stack. Inside the framing is exposed. Straight bracing and joists laid on edge. 
Original three bay plan with inglenook to centre bay and smaller abutting hearth to parlour 
to right hand. Floors carried on clamps. Roof of clasped, side purlin construction. At first 
floor the cottage is open to the roof, and part of the C18 bay is single storey.  

DCB4697 TL5496057350 Cottage, c1647 with bay to left hand added mid C20. Timber framed rendered with steeply 
pitched roof of long straw and grey gault brick ridge stack and end stack. Original plan of 
three bays and lobby entry. Two storeys. Four windows at first floor including three 
horizontal sliding sashes. Three similar windows, all shuttered at ground floor and two 
boarded doors, one opposite the stack. Interior: Has exposed framing and stop chamfered 
main beams. There are abutting inglenooks, and at first floor two rooms are open to the 
roof. The house is associated with Rev. Ralph Cudworth, Curate of Great Wilbraham from 
c1647.  

DCB6081 TL5488957260 Kennel Farmhouse 13/112 II 
House, mid-late C16 with late C19 addition to rear. Restored 1970s. Rendered timber 
frame with steeply pitched roof now of cement tiles with C19 grey gault brick upper 
courses to an original clear red brick ridge stack. End stack added to High Street end, late 
C19. Original plan of four bays in single range, with parlour to High Street and cross-
passage between parlour and hall. Two storeys with gable end to High Street jettied at 
first floor. The jetty beam, although now obscured, is carved with folded leaf ornament. 
Three horizontal sliding sashes at first floor and two shuttered hung sashes of sixteen 
panes each at ground floor on either side of blocked doorway to the cross-passage. Late 
C19 addition of grey gault brick, parallel and at rear of the C16 house. Two storeys. Main 
doorway now in gable end of C19 addition. Interior: The parlour has main beam with 
folded leaf moulding and half-round roll moulding to the joists. The crosspassage is now 
incorporated into the parlour and the site of the partition wall or screen can be seen in the 
mortices in one of the joists. At first floor there is a sealed four light original window with 
diamond mullions. Curved downward bracing in the wall frame. The roof is of clasped side 
purl in construction of substantial scantling with curved wind bracing between the 
principals and purlin.  

DCB4698 TL5416557372 Cottage, 1633. Subdivided in C19. Rear wing enlargement and restorations of 1970s. 
Rendered timber frame with steeply pitched cement tiled roof with ridge stack having two 
diagonally set shafts on a rectangular base with recessed panel, the head with fine 
original moulded brickwork above a small plaque with the date 1633 now leaded. Lobby 
entry plan. One storey and attic. The two dormers and three windows are all c1970s as is 
the door in the right hand gable end. Interior: There are exposed beams in front and rear 
wall with straight downward bracing. The main beam in the left hand bay, the original 
parlour now the kitchen, has similar stop chamfers to 13 Toft Lane and St. Martins 
Cottage, Apthorpe Street, Fulbourn (q.v.). The joists to the central bay are also stop 
chamfered. Abutting inglenook hearths with original narrow gault bricks. One bay of 
original roof is intact.  

DCB5764 TL5515257548 Cottage of C17 origin but much rebuilt and extended in C20. Brick, painted, replacing or 
casing a timber frame with steeply pitched thatched roof of long straw with small ridge 
stack of Ketton brick. Two storeys. Two recessed windows to each storey. Included for 
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group value. 
DCB4699 TL5533457945 House, early C17, on or near to the site of a manor house of the Knights Templar, with 

extensive later C17, C18 and C19 alterations. Timber framed, brick and plaster rendered 
with roofs of slate. Tall rectangular C18 chimney stacks and one original early C17 grey 
gault brick ridge stack of six grouped shafts. Principal front is early C19 timber framed and 
plaster rendered casing to earlier house. Three storeys including a smaller attic storey, 
with parapet and main cornice. Range of five flush frame hung sashes of fifteen panes 
each, with smaller similar windows to attic storey. Ground floor windows on either side of 
contemporary rendered porch with flat roof and segmental arches to three sides. To the 
left hand is a brick extension, also early C19, painted with low pitch slate roof. Also three 
storeys, parapetted, with two recessed hung sashes of twelve panes each to each storey. 
The attic storey windows are smaller. The garden elevation, North East end, is early C17, 
extended late in C17. Timber framing, concealed by plaster render. Two storeys and 
attics. Two steeply pitched gables with C19, two storey canted bays with hung sashes 
flank doorway with early C19 doorcase. Access to the interior was refused, but said to 
contain early C17 panelling. The other details are mostly late C18 or early C19 including 
an openstring staircase. 

DCB6193 TL5488257629 Cottage, early C18, enlarged C20. Timber framed, rendered with gable end of early C18 
brick, painted. Steeply pitched roof, thatched with reed and having end parapet and 
original red and yellow gault brick stack, part rebuilt. Plan of lobby entry type with gable 
end to road. One storey and attic. One thatched dormer. One casement. The present 
entry is in the c1980 single storey extension to right hand. 

DCB6517 TL5465357095 House, C17 with front remodelled in late C19. Timber framed, roughcast and plaster 
rendered, with front of white brick. Cement tiled roof with ridge stack of six diagonally set 
grouped shafts on rectangular base. L-plan. Two storeys. Late C19 front of three recessed 
hung sashes with central doorway in C20 porch. Rear range of two storeys. Adjoining the 
C17 part at the rear is a single storey, C17 kitchen range also timber framed and 
rendered. In two bays with cross-passage between.  

DCB5128 TL5502057404 No 10 (Carpenters Arms) 14/108 II GV 
Cottage, now public house, late C17 with C19 addition to left hand extended and restored 
at rear. Timber framed, cased in brick and painted, with steeply pitched roof, now covered 
with slates. 
Original grey gault brick ridge stack and C19 end stack. Three horizontal sliding sashes, 
heads flush with eaves. Three windows at ground floor including two with hung sashes of 
sixteen panes each and one horizontal sliding sash. Lobby entry. Adjoining to the left hand 
is mid C19 addition of brick, painted with red pantile roof and small ridge stack. Two 
storeys. Two windows at first floor and two at ground floor. Cartway opening to left hand. 
Interior: of public house has abutting inglenooks, one to centre room is larger, other of 
clunch rubble AND BRICK. 

DCB5130 TL5445957262 Cottage probably late C17 or early C18 subdivided into two dwellings in C19. Timber 
frame, plaster rendered with steeply pitched roof with gault brick ridge stack. Original plan 
of lobby entry and three bays remains except for later doorway to No.15. One storey and 
attic. One c1984 gable dormer. Three windows and two doorways, all C20 but including 
one boarded door C19, and the other windows and the doorway are on the site of the 
original.  

DCB6519 TL5515657556 No 25 14/117 (formerly listed as Cottage 31.8.62 block NE of Temple End Farm and 
Sallies) GV II 
Cottage, probably C17 with c1983 rear range. Plaster rendered timber frame with 
thatched roof of long straw and grey gault brick ridge stack. One storey and attic. One 
gable dormer. Two windows and boarded door.  

DCB5133 TL5513257529 Dovecote, C17. Timber framed, later weatherboarding with hipped thatched roof of long 
straw with gablets. Square plan. The framing is in two heights with a middle rail and 
straight bracing. 
The nesting boxes have been removed. 

DCB6870 TL5453058461 Brewhouse and bakehouse, late C18 or early C19 of grey brick, repaired in red brick to 
one side wall. Hipped, plain tiled roof with a projecting side stack and end stack. Two 
storeys. The wall facing the courtyard has three original hung sash windows and two 
similar windows and a doorway at ground floor. In one gable end there are two blind 
lunette windows and a doorway. The 
building retains its original openings, but the machinery has been removed. 

DCB5218 TL5417458482 Cottage of early C17 origin, altered C19. Timber framed with a further, narrower bay, also 
originally timber framed, added to the right hand gable end late in C17. In the early C19 
the timber framing was removed and the whole cottage underbuilt in grey gault brick. At 
the same time the cottage was sub- divided into two dwellings. There are two roofs of 
reed thatch and an original C17 red brick stack with the upper courses rebuilt in the late 
C19. One storey and attic. One dormer. At ground floor three windows and two doorways, 
all C19 or later. In the rear wall plate the mortices for studs and peg holes show that the 
cottage was originally timber-framed. Inside there is an inglenook fireplace of C17 red 
brick and clunch, and a chamfered and ogee stopped main beam. The details of the 
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narrower addition including the fireplace and the boxing of the mainbeam, are all C19. 
DCB6218 TL5428758591 Barn, c1830 of gault brick with half hipped roof, originally slate, now with asbestos. In five 

bays. Lozenge shaped ventilation openings. Opposing cartway entries to threshing floor. 
DCB6880 TL5424358447 Farmhouse late C16 or early C17. The projecting wing to the front with a porch at ground 

floor and a room above is probably contemporary or perhaps a little later, about 1620. 
Late in the C17or early in C18 the house was extended by the addition of a wing at the 
rear, probably for a kitchen. The house is timber-framed on a high brick sill, and plaster 
rendered, but the rear wall and one gable end were cased in yellow brick in C19. Steeply 
pitched roof with the pitch of the roof at the rear at a more acute angle. The tiles are C20, 
except for reused ones at the rear. Original ridge stack of red brick. Original three bay, 
lobby-entry plan. Two storeys. All the fenestration of three windows at first floor and three 
at ground floor is C20, and includes three-light horizontal sliding sashes. The doorway 
and door are, however, original. The door is typical of the period, having six panels with 
channelled and cyma moulded rails, stiles and muntins. The two storey porch is also 
timber-framed, and plaster rendered, but the brick sill is at a lower height. Tiled roof with 
the gable carried forward above an oriel window with a similar three-light sash window. 
The ends of the wallplates have original faceted pendants. The porch is open on three 
sides, with similar surrounds and arches to the outer and side openings. The arches have 
small pseudo key blocks with faceted pendant similar to those of the wall- plate, in a 
square head with raised panels to the spandrels. There are plain capitals to the responds 
of the openings at impost height. Apart from the loss of one pendant the three porch 
openings are intact. Inside the porch, there are low settles with shaped ends, probably 
original. The late C17 addition at the rear, is timber framed and soft red brick with some 
gault brick to the upper courses in the gable end. One wall however may be partly timber-
framed and plastered. The roof is tiled and has a tumbled, parapetted gable end. There is 
a contemporary bread oven at the gable end. Interior: Many of the details in the house 
date from the early-mid C17. The room to the left hand, possibly originally the parlour has 
a smaller hearth which has been repaired, and original ovolo moulded main beams and 
stop chamfered joists. The centre room or hall has an inglenook hearth, repaired, with mid 
C17 oak fireplace surround of pilasters with mantel with rosette bosses to the soffit. The 
overmantel has four sunken panel with small flanking pilasters, a dentil cornice and a 
frieze enriched with foliate bosses. The dentil cornice and the panelling is carried round at 
the sides of the fireplace. Recently uncovered (c.1980) in a bedroom, is a C17 roundel 
painted with a vase fitted with roses. The roof is original and of clasped side purlin 
construction with paired, straight wind bracing. There is a closed truss between the hall 
and right hand end bay and the sequence of carpenters marks to the rafters terminates at 
this point. It is possible that this end of the house is an addition or that this part of the roof 
has been rebuilt.  

DCB6881 TL5455158448 House, formerly the rectory, built late in Cl8 with a contribution from Corpus Christi 
College, Cambridge. In 1802 the front elevation was remodelled and the house re-roofed. 
Other alterations took place at the end of the C19 and in the 1960s and 1970s. Red brick 
with a hipped, pantiled roof and a wood modillion and dentil eaves cornice, restored. Two 
ridge stacks. Tile house is of two principal storeys and a smaller attic or second storey, 
but, at the rear, in the service part, it is of-only two storeys. Principal elevation is in five 
bays with finely gauged arches-to recessed hung sashes, restored, of twelve panes each. 
Tile windows at the attic storey are of six panes each only and the four full length 
casements at the ground floor are c1890. The central doorway has a doorcase with a 
broken pediment, fluted pilasters, and a Doric frieze. The doorway is round headed and 
has a door of six raised and fielded panels and swagged glazing bars to the fanlight. The 
rear wall has been rebuilt and redesigned by the present owner. Inside there is an original 
cut string staircase with square section balusters and turned and fluted newels. The 
plaster cornice decoration in the two principal ground floor rooms is original late C18 
work. Charles Lamb a friend of Rev William Butt, Rector of Little Wilbraham is believed to 
have stayed here on a number of occasions. 

DCB5285 TL5514757580 Cottage mid-late C17 with right hand bay much rebuilt in c1800 and small wing to rear 
added probably in C18. Mostly timber framed, plaster rendered on brick plinth with c1800 
brickwork to front wall of right hand bay. Steeply pitched gable roof of long straw thatch, 
but bay to right hand re-roofed c1800 and now with mansard roof and plain tiles. Ridge 
stack of gault brick and c1800 end stack. Three bay plan with lobby entry. One storey and 
attic. Two dormers. Two shuttered horizontal sliding sashes on either side of doorway with 
panelled door. Interior has exposed timber framing of oak, elm and pine. Two rooms have 
stop chamfered main beams and joists laid on edge. Abutting hearths generally of red 
brick, one with bread oven and both with salt cupboards with shaped heads.  

DCB6233 TL5503957372 Cottage 1640. Timber framed, plaster rendered with steeply pitched roof of long straw, 
hipped to left hand. Original ridge stack of grey gault brick and grouped shafts set 
diagonally. Plan of three bays and lobby entry. One storey and attic. One gable dormer. 
Three windows, all C20, but two possibly on the site of the original openings. Doorway 
opposite the stack. Inside there is a brick with the date 1640 engraved in it in the chimney. 

DCB5292 TL5504457559 Cottage, probably C18. Timber framed, plastered with thatched roof of long straw and 
small grey gault brick ridge stack. Plan of two rooms with entry opposite the stack, and 
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gable end to road. 
One storey and attic. Two windows on either side of the doorway including one horizontal 
sliding sash and one small crossframe casement possibly with the original mullion and 
transome. The gable end to the road has two c1980 windows in original openings. 

DCB5294 TL5496157540 Cottage, C17 with mid C19 alterations and c1983 restorations. Rendered timber frame 
with front wall cased in gault brick. Thatched roof of long straw with rebuilt ridge stack in 
C17 style of grouped shafts set diagonally on rectangular base. C19 end stacks. Lobby 
entry plan. One storey and attics. Two dormers. Segmental arches to three recessed 
hung sashes of four panes each and four panelled door. At right hand is a c1983 
restoration of a C19 outhouse addition. Brick, pantiled. Single storey. 

DCB5507 TL5501557628 Cottage, probably C18 but may be earlier. Restored c1980. Timber framed, rendered with 
C20 brick to gable end. Steeply pitched thatched roof of long straw with rebuilt C19 stack 
at right hand. Possibly originally of three bay plan with end bay to right hand rebuilt as 
separate dwelling, or probably originally of just two bay plan. One storey and attic. Two 
gable dormers. Two windows and door.  

DCB6287 TL5489357629 Cottage. C17 or C18 in origin, and mid C20. Timber frame cased in brick, painted. 
Thatched roof with ridge stack. Gable end to road. One storey and attic. Two large 
dormers, mid C20, the ground floor doors and windows are also mid C20. 

DCB6288 TL5493257333 Cottage, probably early C17. Timber framed, rendered on rebuilt plinth of brick with 
thatched roof of long straw and ridge stack, also rebuilt. Three bay, lobby entry plan with 
gable end to road. 
One storey and attic, with attic storey jettied to road. East side has one dormer and four 
small windows, all C20 replacements. Doorway opposite the stack. Gable end with C19 
horizontal sliding sash to the attic. Storey above the jetty. Some repairs have taken place 
to the framing in this gable end wall and a new window has been inserted 

DCB6962 TL5517357572 Cottage late C17 or C18 with lean-to kitchen of C20. Rendered, timber frame with 
thatched roof of long straw and grey gault brick end stack. Two room plan. Two horizontal 
sliding sashes one adjacent to doorway with c19 boarded door. Inside there is an C18 
mantel piece above the inglenook, now sealed.  

DCB5508 TL5515757524 II GV House, c1600 with bay to left hand rebuilt probably late C18 or early C19. Timber 
framed, rendered with roof partly of long straw thatch and part to left hand of pantiles. 
Ridge stack, C18 of narrow gault bricks. Plan of three bays and lobby entry. Two storeys. 
Four windows at first floor with small panes. Four larger horizontal sliding sashes and 
doorway to a C20 porch of brick opposite the stack. Interior: Timber framing of substantial 
scantling and close centres is visible in the centre and right hand end bay. The joists in 
the end bay are unmoulded and laid flat. Posts are jowled at the heads and there is 
curved downward bracing in the partition wall between the centre bay and the right hand 
end bay. 

DCB6963 TL5483957503 Cottage, dated 1685 in original plaster numerals to front wall. Later alterations include 
addition of narrow bay to road end. C20 fenestration and added stack. Timber framed, 
plastered with steeply pitched plain tiled roof with original ridge stack part rebuilt. End 
stack added C19. A good example of the typical original lobby entry and three bay plan. 
Two storeys. Four windows at first floor including a small C20 window to an original closet 
opening opposite the stack and a C19 horizontal sliding sash. The five ground floor 
windows are all c1980 as is the door but the doorway is in its original location opposite the 
stack. Interior: There are typical large late C17 bricks to the abutting inglenook hearth 
each originally with a bread oven suggesting an original pair of cottages. However the 
absence of peg holes in the middle rail at the point opposite the stack indicates a doorway 
to a lobby entry and probably an original three bay lobby entry house for a single family. 
One ground floor room has stop chamfers to main beam and hearth lintel similar to No.79 
Station Road, Fulbourn (q.v.) and St. Martins Cottage, Apthorpe Street, Fulbourn (q:v.), 
dated 1661. The framing is partly exposed and has straight downward bracing to the 
gable end wall frame. The roof is of clasped side purlin construction with carpentered 
rafters, but only the 
butt of the purlin survives. The brickwork of the inglenooks can be compared with the late 
C16 narrow red bricks in the end stack at Lufters, No.52 Church Street (q.v.) and those of 
No.22 Angle End (q.v.) dated 1741).  

DCB5602 TL5451458467 Coach-house and stables, late C18 or early C19 and probably contemporary with the 
garden wall and brewhouse and bakery. Grey brick with plain tiled roof, sawtooth eaves 
cornice and parapetted gable ends on kneelers. One stable door and two coach house 
openings. One fixed window with small panes. Pigeon loft to gable end. 

DCB5603 TL5429858580 Public House mid C16 with C17-C18 two bay narrower addition to West gable end. 
Timber-frame, plaster rendered with a steeply pitched roof of C19 slates and end stack, 
replacing the original framed and plaster stack. Plan of three bays and a narrower smoke 
and entry bay. Two storeys and attic, with the first floor side wall jettied. All the 
fenestration is later and includes a C20 horizontal sliding sash at first floor gable end. Two 
canted bays beneath the jetty. The original entry has probably always been opposite the 
stack in a small framed porch beneath the jetty. The late C17 or C18 extension was 
timber- framed with a steeply pitched roof, pantiled. The framing was replaced by brick 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2015

25
Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

and rendered. There are two windows at first floor and two at ground floor. Interior: The 
original plan of hall with service end towards the East gable end remains intact. There 
was a framed partition wall between the service bay and hall. A similar wall at first floor, 
and at a similar point, still remains and there was also one at the attic storey. The original 
staircase has been removed but it is likely that it was originally on the North side of the 
stack. The framing is of substantial scantling with close set studs having only one foot 
centres at ground floor, and slightly wider at first floor. The main posts are jowled to take 
the middle rail on the jettied side and on both sides at first floor level. The tie beams are 
cambered. At first floor there is curved upward bracing to each bay and the gable ends. 
The roof is of original through-purlin construction with collars between the principals. The 
rafters are carpentered and laid flat. In the smoke bay, the rafters are smoke blackened, 
generally, and some cut down when the clunch and brick stack was inserted in late C16 or 
early C17. The roof is not wind braced. At first floor there is an original doorway with iron 
fittings between the first floor chamber and the room over the service bay. There are four 
original window openings, now blocked, one of three lights and three of two lights, and all 
with ovolo mullions. Traces of wall painting survive on the wall plate and tie beam to the 
chamber over the hall. A similar window survives at ground floor. The main beams are 
stop chamfered, and the joists are of similar scantling to the rest of the building. 

DCB6308 TL5431158614 Farmhouse, c1830 of grey brick and hipped slate roof and end stacks. Two storeys. 
Symmetrical plan and elevation of three recessed hung sashes of twelve panes each. 
Central doorway with a panelled door and two small glazed lights. Included for group 
value. 

DCB5293 TL5504557613 House formerly the Grapes P.H., dated 1741, enlarged late c1970's at rear. Gault brick 
with red brick dressings to doors, windows and quoins with steeply pitched plain tiled roof. 
Saw tooth eaves cornice and end parapets on red brick kneelers. Two storeys. 
Symmetrical elevation of three window range in segmental arches. Later casements with 
small panes, except for centre first floor dummy panel with initials RHM and date 1741 
with vine leaf border. Original central doorway now blocked. Interior has stop chamfered 
main beam, framed partition wall, and original inglenook hearth.  

DCB5125 TL5453057197 House, C17 with front remodelled in late C19. Timber framed, roughcast and plaster 
rendered, with front of white brick. Cement tiled roof with ridge stack of six diagonally set 
grouped shafts on rectangular base. L-plan. Two storeys. Late C19 front of three recessed 
hung sashes with central doorway in C20 porch. Rear range of two storeys. Adjoining the 
C17 part at the rear is a single storey, C17 kitchen range also timber framed and 
rendered. In two bays with cross-passage between.  

Modern
15127 TL 53984 59381 WW2 military airfield, bomber-training; US8AAF; agriculture. Also squadron of f ice 

(TL548601), temporary brick. Also machine-gun post (TL550599) (now destroyed) & 
pillbox (tl534594) (type unknown - now destroyed). 

MCB16230 TL 54088 58418 Evidence of yard surf aces and rubbish deposits, and also human skull seen during 
renovation works at 61 High Street, Great Wilbraham. No dating evidence recovered on 
site. 

Undated
09311 TL 544 571 1. Lanes and enclosure.(A Spedding 08/11/1983, CUCAP AP BSY 56 used). 

2. AP assessment records a group of crop-marked features comprising a pair of straight 
intersecting perpendicular ditches and two sides and the curved corner of a possible 
enclosure.  

MCB17713 TL 541 578 AP assessment recorded the cropmarks of a pair of parallel ditches, probably defining a 
droveway , running in a NW - SE direction to the immediate east of the causewayed 
enclosure. 
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APPENDIX 2  CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES 

Date Description Fig No. Scale Location
1797 Plan of the parish of Great Wilbraham in the 

County of Cambridge. 
3 40 chains: ½ 

mile
CALS

1886 First Edition Ordnance survey map; sheet 
XLVIII.2&6 

4 25”:1 mile CALS

1901 Second Edition Ordnance survey map; sheet 
XLVIII.2 

5 25”: 1 mile CALS

1950 Provisional edition; sheet XLVIII.NW 6 6”: 1 mile CALS



APPENDIX 3 CONCORDANCE OF FINDS 

Feature Context Segment Trench Description Spot Date       (Pot 
Only 

Pot 
Qty

Pottery 
(g) 

CBM 
(g) 

A. Bone 
(g) 

Other 
Material 

Other 
Qty 

Other 
(g) 

  1000     Topsoil Mid 18th+ 3 7     Clay Pipe 1 2 
                    Glass 3 115 
                    Metal Frags 7 283 
                    Slate 1 13 
  1001     Subsoil Late 18th-early 20th  3 15     Metal spoon 1 19 



APPENDIX 4 SPECIALIST REPORT

The Pottery 
Peter Thompson

Introduction 

The archaeological evaluation recovered five modern sherds weighing (16g) from the 
topsoil and subsoil, which ranged from lightly to heavily abraded in condition,

Methodology 

The pottery was examined visually and also partially under x35 binocular microscope 
and recorded by context below (Table 1). The recording was carried out in keeping with 
the Post-Roman Pottery Research Group Guidelines (Slowikowski et al 2001), and 
fabric codes and dates followed those used by the Museum of London, which is also 
appropriate for Cambridgeshire. 

The Pottery 

Topsoil L1000 contained three quite heavily abraded modern factory made white 
earthenware and porcelain sherds (5g), including a plate rim and a handle to a small 
cup or bowl. 

The subsoil (L1001) contained a sherd of black basalt ware, a hard fine-grained black 
stoneware, developed by Wedgewood in the late 18th century, which went out of fashion 
in the early 20th century. The sherd has moulded flower decoration and is probably from 
a tea pot. Additionally there was a Transfer Printed Ware plate or shallow dish rim sherd 
with floral decoration.   

Key: 
Fabric code: ware name; date range
BBAS: black basalt ware; late 18th – 19th

ENPO: English porcelain; mid 18th+
RWE: factory made refined white earthenware; late 18th+
TPW: Transfer Printed Ware; late 18th+

Feature Context Quantity Date Comment
Topsoil 1000 2x1g RWE 

1x4g ENPO 

Modern RWE heavily abraded: x 2 vessels 
including handle to cup or small bowl  
ENPO: moderately abraded plate or 
dish base 

Subsoil 1001 1x5g BBAS 

1x6g TPW 

Late 18th-early 20th  BBAS: lightly abraded to good 
condition; moulded floral decoration, 
probably teapot 
TPW: lightly abraded plate rim with 
floral decoration 

Table 1: Quantification of sherds by context
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Reference 

Slowikowski, A., Nenk, B. and Pearce, J., 2001 
Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-
Roman Ceramics, Medieval Pottery Research Group Occasional Paper 2 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2015

30
Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

APPENDIX 5 OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM 



OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM: England
List of Projects | Manage Projects | Search Projects | New project | Change your details | HER coverage | Change country | Log out

Printable version

OASIS ID: archaeol7-217456

Project details

Project name Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

Short description of
the project

In June 2015 Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out an archaeological evaluation on land to the rear of 12 - 18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire
(NGR: TL 5492 5787). The evaluation was commissioned by Logan Homes Ltd and was undertaken in advance of the proposed construction of six dwellings
with garages, cycle stores and bins. It was required to provide for a planning condition attached to the planning permission (South Cambs Council Ref. S/3035
/14/FL), and based on advice from Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team requiring a programme of archaeological work. The site lies
within an area of archaeological potential recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER), within the historic medieval core of Great
Wilbraham. The medieval church of St Nicholas lies some 100m to the south, dating from the 12th century (CHER MCB7691). Saxon loomweights have been
found adjacent to the site suggesting that further early medieval settlement remains may be present (CHER MCB7618). Earlier activity is also recorded in the
vicinity of the site, including a large Neolithic causewayed enclosure to the west of the village, Scheduled as an Ancient Monument (DCB153). The evaluation
recorded features, principally pits and post holes, in each trench, with the larger number present in the eastern sector of the site (Trench 3). A cluster of post
holes was recorded in Trench 3 but no discernible structural plan was evident. Though numerous none of the features contained finds and therefore they are
un-attributable to an archaeological period.

Project dates Start: 01-06-2015 End: 30-06-2015

Previous/future
work

No / Not known

Any associated
project reference
codes

P6250 - Contracting Unit No.

Any associated
project reference
codes

ECB 4476 - Sitecode

Type of project Field evaluation

Site status None

Current Land use Other 5 - Garden

Monument type PITS Post Medieval

Monument type POSTHOLES Post Medieval

Monument type DITCHES Post Medieval

Significant Finds NONE None

Methods &
techniques

''Sample Trenches'',''Targeted Trenches''

Development type Rural residential

Prompt Planning condition

Position in the
planning process

Pre-application

Project location

Country England

Site location CAMBRIDGESHIRE SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE GREAT WILBRAHAM Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

Study area 3100.00 Square metres

Site coordinates TL 5492 5787 52.1968313881 0.266967875234 52 11 48 N 000 16 01 E Point

Height OD / Depth Min: 15.00m Max: 15.00m

Project creators

Name of
Organisation

Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Project brief
originator

CCC HET

Project design
originator

Jon Murray

Project
director/manager

Jon Murray

Project supervisor Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Type of
sponsor/funding
body

Logan Homes Ltd

Project archives

Physical Archive
recipient

Cambridgeshire County Archaeological Store

Physical Contents ''Ceramics'',''Metal''

Digital Archive
recipient

Cambridgeshire County Archaeological Store

Digital Contents ''Survey''

Digital Media
available

''Images raster / digital photography'',''Survey'',''Text''

Paper Archive
recipient

Cambridgeshire County Archaeological Store

Paper Contents ''Survey''

OASIS FORM - Print view http://oasis.ac.uk/form/print.cfm

1 of 2 13/07/2015 08:24



OASIS:
Please e-mail Historic England for OASIS help and advice
© ADS 1996-2012 Created by Jo Gilham and Jen Mitcham, email Last modified Wednesday 9 May 2012
Cite only: http://www.oasis.ac.uk/form/print.cfm for this page

Paper Media
available

''Drawing'',''Photograph'',''Plan'',''Report'',''Survey ''

Project
bibliography 1

Publication type
Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Title Land to the rear of 12-18 The Lanes, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire

Author(s)/Editor(s) Orzechowski, K

Author(s)/Editor(s) Wilson, L

Other bibliographic
details

Archaeological Solutions Report No. 4875

Date 2015

Issuer or publisher Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Place of issue or
publication

Bury St Edmunds

Entered by Sarah Powell (info@ascontracts.co.uk)

Entered on 13 July 2015

OASIS FORM - Print view http://oasis.ac.uk/form/print.cfm

2 of 2 13/07/2015 08:24



PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

1
Trench 1 looking south-east 
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NE-SW arm of Trench 2 looking south-west 

3
NW-SE arm of Trench 2 looking south-east 
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Trench 3 looking north-east 
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F1006 in Trench 1 
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F1034 - F1044 in Trench 3 looking north-east 
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Sample section 1A 
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Sample section 2B 
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Sample section 3B 
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Fig. 3   Enclosure map, 1797
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Fig. 4   OS map, 1886
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Fig. 5   OS map, 1901
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Fig. 6   OS provisional map, 1950
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