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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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3��4�&��$�:�� Land adjacent to the Great House Hotel, Market Place, 

Lavenham, Suffolk, CO10 9QZ

In May 2016 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land adjacent to the Great House Hotel, Market Place, Lavenham, 
Suffolk CO10 9QZ (NGR TL 916 493).  The evaluation was required to be carried out 
as a condition attached to planning approval for the erection of a new dwelling 
(Babergh District Council Planning Ref. B/15/00860/FUL),  based on the advice of 
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation Team (SCC AS-CT).

In the event the test pits revealed a modern (19th century) Pit F1008 and post-
medieval (18th century) Ditch F1010, and deposits of modern made ground.  Below 
the latter, at a depth of over 1m, a medieval (13th – 15th century) sherd was found in a 
layer (L1004)  

3��4�&���������6������� #� 1�7�-8)+�
3��5�������� ��>?�?@#� N ���������� �� TBC
39�$�:/���� 6614 0����&���� LVM113
7"���6�"��4�&�� Archaeological trial trench evaluation 
0����������� -
�����$����$������ Garden 
3��$$�����5���":�$�� Residential 
1��$�6���������A�����#� -
0�'$�6�&�$��6�$����A�����#� Medieval (13th – 15th century) sherd
�"'A$9��%'9(��'��
���$�7?�.�����&�?�3������ Suffolk Babergh Lavenham 
���?�01��6�������� Suffolk County Council Historic Environment Record 
3����&������6� $��$#� CO10 9QZ 
������6������ c.250m2

���� TL 9156 4941 
���'����	.��:�$?:�B#� 65-70m AOD 
�"'A$9��9"$(�'"&�
����6��������/7� Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation Team 

(SCC AS-CT)
3��4�&����"��5����?���3	#� Gareth Barlow 
��$����/7�
����������� Land adjacent to the Great House Hotel, Market Place, 

Lavenham, Suffolk, CO10 9QZ.  An Archaeological Trial 
Trench Evaluation 

�������� Wilson, L. 
��"����$�9� 5112
.������6���"���#�  May 2016 
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In May 2016 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land adjacent to the Great House Hotel, Market Place, Lavenham, 
Suffolk CO10 9QZ (NGR TL 916 493).  The evaluation was required to be carried 
out as a condition attached to planning approval for the erection of a new 
dwelling (Babergh District Council Planning Ref. B/15/00860/FUL),  based on the 
advice of Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
(SCC AS-CT).

The site is an area of archaeological potential in the historic medieval settlement 
core of Lavenham (HER LVM 053), to the rear (east) of the market place. 
Medieval finds have been made adjacent (HER LVM 035). It also lies to the rear 
of Little Hall, a Grade II* listed 15th century structure.  Historic maps suggest that 
the site has been lightly built on only since the 1880s, increasing the potential for 
the preservation of remains medieval activity on the site. 

The site thus had a potential for remains of medieval and early post-medieval 
‘back-yard’ activity behind the market place (in particular for early property 
boundaries, industrial activity, refuse pits and structures).   

In the event the test pits revealed a modern (19th century) Pit F1008 and post-
medieval (18th century) Ditch F1010, and deposits of modern made ground.  
Below the latter, at a depth of over 1m, a medieval (13th – 15th century) sherd was 
found in a layer (L1004)
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for Archaeological Field Evaluation� �-8),#9� � ��� ����� �������� ��� ���� ����5�$��
��&���$�� �6� Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England ����$�7�
-882#9���
�
)92� ���"��$&�"����/4�&��5����6������5�������$�������
�
�� �� ����/������������� �$7� ��&������'�&��� ��"����� �B����� �$� ���� ����;� �����
"����&�������'��������$7����&�������6���66�&��$���:"����$&�����:�����"�����5����$�in
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��"����������$������""��&����$�����;���'����������������� ��7��B��$�;���&���������"���
�$��<�����7��6�"�����5����$9�����
�
•� ���5������������� ��7��:"�&���6�"������$������;��$������"����/���"����$&��
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�
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&�$���5����$�������'7������$'������"�����5����$;� ���� ��&����$'��6���&������'�&���
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Planning Policy Context

)9,��� ��������$���3��$$�$'�3���&7� ���:���� � ��33��-8)-#� ������� ����� ������
"������6������������&��$5���$:�$���������5����'$�6�&�$&��/�&������6��������������&;�
��&������'�&��;� ��&����&������ ��� �������&� �$������� ���� ������'�� ������9� ��� �33��
��:���������5���������$�/�����5���":�$��/7��$����$'������"���&�����$����&����$��
�����&�$&��$� �����������&��$5���$:�$�� ��&�'$���� �����������'���������������$�$F
��$���/��� ������&�;� �� �� �&&��$�� �6� ���� ������ ��&���;� &�������;� �&�$�:�&� �$��
�$5���$:�$���� /�$�6���� �6� ������'�� &�$���5����$;� �$�� ��&�'$���� ����� �$�����'�$��7�
:�$�'��� &��$'�� :�7� ��:���:��� /�� $�&�����7� �6� ������'�� ������� ���� ��� /��
:��$���$��� 6��� ���� ��$'� ���:9� ��� �33�� ��<������ �""��&����$�� ��� ���&��/�� ����
��'$�6�&�$&�� �6� �$7� ������'�� �����;� �$&����$'� ���� �����$'� �����:�7� /�� �66�&���� �$�
"��"�����$�������������H���:"����$&���$������"���$������:"�&���6�����"��"����9���
�
)9*� ��� �33�� ��:�� ��� &�$���5�� �$'��$�H�� ������'�� ������� �$� �� :�$$���
�""��"������ ��� ������ ��'$�6�&�$&�;� ����� ��/���$����� ���:� ��� ����'$����� ������'��
���������9�9��������/�����$'�;��&��������:�$�:�$��#��$�7�"��:�������$��B&�"���$���
&��&�:���$&������$�����"�/��&�/�$�6����6���"��"�����������'�������&�$���5����$�
�6����������9������66�&���6�"��"�������$�$�$F����'$�����������'���������:����/��
/���$&��� �'��$��� ���� �&���� �6� ����� �$�� ��'$�6�&�$&�� �6� ���� �����;� /��� $�$F
����'$����� ������'�� ������� �6� ��:�$����/�7� �<��5���$�� ��'$�6�&�$&�� :�7� /��
&�$����������/4�&�����������:��"���&��������������������������'$����9������33��
������� ����� �""����$������ ��� &�"����� �5���$&�� 6��:� ���� �������&� �$5���$:�$�;� ���
��&���� �$�� ��5�$&�� ���� �$������$��$'� �6� ������'�� ������� �$�� ��� :� �� �����
"�/��&�7��5����/����������<����:�$���6���5���":�$��:�$�'�:�$�9������""����$��7�
�������/���� �$��$���:�$$���"��"�����$�������������'$�6�&�$&���6���������'��������
�$������:"�&���6�����"��"����;�"����&�����7���������������'��������������/������9�
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Prehistory

,9)� �$�����6���� ������ "���������&� ��� ��� 6��$�� ��5�� /��$� 6��$�� c.-88:� ��� ����
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Romano-British 
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Medieval
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Description: Trench 1 contained modern (19th century) Pit F1008 and post-
medieval (18th century) Ditch F1010. 
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Description: Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Concordance of Finds
LVM113, P6614, Land adj Great House Hotel, Market Place, Lavenham 

Feature Context Segment Trench Description Spot Date       (Pot 
Only)

Pot 
Qty

Pottery 
(g)

CBM 
(g)

A.Bone 
(g)

Other Material Other 
Qty

Other 
(g)

1000 1 Topsoil mid 19th-mid 20th 3 19 246 Glass Bottle 1 108
2 mid 19th-mid 20th 5 37 Fe.frags 3 59

Glass 1 19
Clay Pipe 1 1

1001 Made Ground mid 19th-mid 20th 2 32 6270
1003 Made Ground mid 19th-mid 20th 4 72 1030 Glass   295
1004 Layer 13th - 15th 1 13 13 1

1008 1009 Fill of Pit 19th 1 53 82 Coal 1 7
Clay Pipe 1 1
Glass 1 2

1010 1012 Middle Fill of Ditch late 17th - 18th 5 246 5030 194 Glass 1201
1013 Upper Fill of Ditch 2176

APPENDIX 1  CONCORDANCE OF FINDS


