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This report is confidential to the client. Archaeological Solutions Ltd accepts no responsibility or liability 
to any third party to whom this report, or any part of it, is made known. Any such party replies upon this 

report entirely at their own risk. No part of this report may be reproduced by any means without 
permission. 
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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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��"9�5���#&�� Warren Lodge, High Road, Epping, Essex �

In January 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial 
trench evaluation on land at Warren Lodge, High Road, Epping, Essex CM16 5HN 
(NGR TL 43712 00442).  It is proposed to demolish an existing dwelling and ancillary 
outbuilding and erect one dwelling in their stead with a replacement dwelling for that 
previously approved with the grounds of Warren Lodge.  The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with a planning condition of Epping Forest District Council, 
as advised by ECC (Planning Approval Ref. EPF/2723/15).   

The site had a potential for evidence of activity associated with the Iron Age hillfort, a 
potential for Roman activity and for activity associated with the medieval forest and 
manorial site.   

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.

%��3�&���������6���� ��!$� January 2015 
%��5����� ��!��?>�>@$� N Future work (Y/N/?) TBC
%<�"��=���� 6509 Site code EPUW16
�8#���6�#��3�&�� Archaeological Evaluation
1����������� ��"��
�����"����"������ �
%��""�����5���#��"�� Residential
���"�6���������A�����$� Modern pits 
1�0"�6�&�"��6�"����A�����$� None
Project location
���"�8>�/�����&�>�%������ Essex Epping Forest Epping
���>�1���6�������� Essex Historic Environment Record
%����&������6�!"� "$� CM16 5HN 
������6������  m2

NGR TL 43712 00442
���0�����/����">��B$� c. m AOD 
Project creators
C���6��������=8� Essex County Council 
%��3�&����#��5����>���%�$� Thomas Muir 
��"����=8� Mr & Mrs Lawrence 
����������� Warren Lodge, High Road, Epping, Essex CM16 5HN .  

An Archaeological Evaluation
�������� Muir, T. 
��#����"�<� 5026
/������6���#���$� January 2016 
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SUMMARY 
�
In January 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial 
trench evaluation on land at Warren Lodge, High Road, Epping, Essex CM16 5HN 
(NGR TL 43712 00442).  It is proposed to demolish an existing dwelling and ancillary 
outbuilding and erect one dwelling in their stead with a replacement dwelling for that 
previously approved with the grounds of Warren Lodge.  The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with a planning condition of Epping Forest District Council, 
as advised by ECC (Planning Approval Ref. EPF/2723/15).   

The Ambresbury Banks Iron Age hill-fort lies adjacent, opposite the site.  This is 
Scheduled as an Ancient Monument (SM24879). Roman occupation of the area is 
also suggested by the finding of a contemporary Hercules statuette in the vicinity 
(EHER 3760).In the medieval period, the site lay within Epping Forest where wood-
pasture was intercommoned by the tenants of the local manors. The parkland and 
manor of Copped Hall lay to the north (EHER 3837), and the warren Lodge site lies on 
the edge of the extent of the former manorial complex. The Crown granted the 
Copped Hall land with a licence to enlarge the park in the 12th century to the Fitz 
Aucher family, later held as a hunting lodge by Waltham Abbey until the Dissolution.  
The house was demolished in 1748 and a new one built.

The site therefore had a potential for evidence of activity associated with the Iron Age 
hillfort, a potential for Roman archaeology, and for activity associated with the 
medieval forest and manorial site.   

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  Five modern 
pits were present in Trench 1.  Though there were made ground deposits and some 
disturbance within the southern end of Trench 1, and some truncation associated with 
the construction of the former tennis court, it is likely that if archaeological features 
had been present within the site they would have been preserved.
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� ����"0� 6��� ����� #��5�����8� �##��5���  ���� ���� 0���"��� �6� 2����"� 	��0�<� � ����
�5�������"� ����"�����!�"� �"�&��#���"&�� ������#��""�"0�&�"�����"��6��##�"0��������
/�����&�����"&��:������5�����=8������%��""�"0��##��5�����6<��%�>+)+(>*-$<���
�



*<+� ���� �5�������"�  ��� �"�����!�"� �"� �&&����"&�� ��� �� =���6� #��#����� =8� ����
�������&� �"5���"��"�� ��5����� �6� ����B� ���"�8� ���"&��� ����� ���$: Brief for�
Archaeological Trial Trenching at Warren Lodge, High Road, Epping, ������ +)���
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���� ���������� �"�������� 6��� ��&������0����� ���6�$� 1��"dard and Guidance for an 
Archaeological Evaluation �+,*'$:� ���  ���� ��� ���� ��&���"�� Standards for Field 
Archaeology in the East of England��
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�������"���=8�����#��#�������5���#��"�<����������
�
Planning policy context�
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(<+� �����5�������"����������� ����"��"�������6���&������0�&���#���"������
 �����������"��0������6�����6���=���=��8�C�"!���8�"0���3�&�"�:� 3�����&����������##�"0�
����>��0�� ����� ��� ���� �����:�  ��&�� ��� �� 1&�������� �"&��"�� ��"���"�� ������ +'D�
1��� +'H)4$<� ��� ���&�� �6� �"���"��� �&&�#����"� ���� =��"� 6��"�:� =��� #�����8� 6���� ����
���&����00�������&�"����&���"�������6� ������&�"�����6��6� ����*��������""����C�:� ����
������ �"� ����C��0�&�#�����:��"�� ��� ��� �"���#����������� ��������� ������������� 6���#��#���
�"����5����&!����"����*444:�'4�F�-,$<��B���"����"��6�����#����"��"��������"����"�����
5�&�"��8��"��&���������6����������������&����������&��#����������F����"����� �����"��:�
 ��&��&�"��"���������0���������"��0���"������"�FC�������#������<�
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(<(� � � � �5���"&�� 6��� ����8� �&&�#����"� �"� ���� 1&�������� ��"���"�� ����� ��� ���"� �"�
!"�##���6��"����&�5�����6�����������&���������"&����"0���=��=����"����"0������� ����:�
 ��&������ ����0��� �������� ��� ��������8�+"�������""����C�<�1�������6���"������ 6��"��
���#����� #�����8�  ���� ����� ��&�5����� 6���� 0����0�&��� ��#������ =�"����� ���� =�"!��
������+-$<�I%80�8�6��"��J�����0���������"����������&���&�������:���5��=��"�6��"���"�
�����������6��##�"0��������������0��������#��&������&����"����"���!"� "�������*)(*.$<�
���&��������0���#��6����"��0��0����&��"�� ����6��"��=8�����������&�����"�*4)*F+��������
"������6���=���=��8�C�"!�:����8��"&������'�&��"���6����&��5�"����&<+,F*,�C�$��"��H�
�6���"�=���"��&<4�C�F�/�',$�������()''$<�����"��&&�#����"��6������������8������
=����00������=8� ���� 6�"��"0��6��������������6����&���������"0� ���"&����00�"0� �"�*4'+�
"������������6���:�������0�������������������=�������������"��9���8�������().,$<���
(<'����"����������5���#�����:������������8� ����"��##�"0�������� ����� ���F#������� ���
�"���&����"��� =8� ���� ��"�"��� �6� ���� ��&��� ��"���<� ���� #��!��"�� �"�� ��"��� �6�
��##�������� ��8��������"������=�8�"�������+-$�������(H()$:��"������ ����"�	��0��
�����������"�������0���6������B��"���6�����6��������"������&��#��B<�������� "�0��"����
������##����������"�� ��������&�"&������"���0������#��!��"�����*+���&�"���8�����������K�
��&����6����8:� ������������������"��"0� ���0��=8�2��������==�8��"���� ����/���������"<�
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C�"!������� ��!:��"����� ��������6���9����8�"0���"���"��0��5��:��"��#����=�8�����"�
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��&������0�&��� 6�������<� /�#������  ���� ��&������ ���"0� pro forma� ��&����"0� ������:�
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Sample section 1A
0.00 =  115.32m AOD
,<,,�E�,<*.�� 	*,,,� ��#����<� � ����=��:� ���!� 0��8���� =�� ":� ��"�8� �����  ����
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Sample section 1B
0.00 =  115.04m AOD
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Description:  Trench 1 contained five modern pits with modern CBM and pottery. 
�
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Sample section 2A
0.00 = 115.93m AOD
,<,,�E�,<+4�� 	*,,,� ��#����<������=�5�:����"&��*�
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Sample section 2B
0.00 = 115.43m AOD
,<,,�E�,<*H�� 	*,,,� ��#����<������=�5�:����"&��*�
,<*H�E�,<(.�� 	*,,*� 1�=����<������=�5�:����"&��*�
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�
Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds. �
�
�
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Sample section 3A
0.00 = 115.20m AOD
,<,,�E�,<*4�� 	*,,H� ��""���&�����6��"�����"���8��<������=��:����!�=�� "����
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Sample section 3B
0.00 = 115.84m AOD
,<,,�E�,<,4�� 	*,,H� ��""���&����<������=�5��
,<,4�E�,<+,�� 	*,,(� �������� &��8� ��#����<� � ���#�&�:� ��0��� ���"0�� =���� ��"�8�

&��8<�
,<+,�A� 	*,,'� �������<������=�5�:����"&��*�
�
Description:  Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds.  This area of the 
site overlay the tennis court, and the edge of the swimming pool was evident in the 
southern end of the trench.�
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

1
General view of site before excavating the trenches 

 2 
Trench 1 looking south-east 

3
Trench 2 looking north-east 

 4 
Trench 3 looking north-east 

   
   
   



   
   
   
   

5
Trench 3 looking north-west 

6
Sample section 1A 

7
Sample section 2A 

 8 
Sample section 3A 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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