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This report is confidential to the client. Archaeological Solutions Ltd accepts no 
responsibility or liability to any third party to whom this report, or any part of it, is 

made known. Any such party replies upon this report entirely at their own risk. No 
part of this report may be reproduced by any means without permission. 
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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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��$;!7��(!�%�"#�
��$;!7���%)!� Land at The Crump, Brickhouse Lane, Berden, Essex  

CM23 1AZ�
In June 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on land at The Crump, Brickhouse Lane, Berden, Essex CM23 1AZ (NGR 
TL 46946 28988).  It is proposed to change the use of agricultural land to grazing and 
erect a new stable block with new access drive.  The evaluation was carried out in 
compliance with a planning condition of Uttlesford District Council, as advised by the 
Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County Council (Planning Ref. 
UTT/15/2983/FUL).

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential as highlighted on the Essex 
Historic Environment Record (EHER). The medieval ringwork of The Crump lies 
immediately adjacent to the south.  This is Scheduled as an Ancient Monument (SM 
20665).  It comprises a mound and ditch earthwork to the rear of the property of The 
Crump, with no obvious causeway access across the ditch into the area of the inner 
mound.  It has been subject to a partial excavation by the site owner which revealed 
quantities of 12th century pottery suggesting the earthwork is of medieval date.   

One of the evaluation trenches contained features (Trench 1), and the features were 
linears (Ditches F1005 and F1007, and Gully F1009).  Ditch F1007 contained a 
fragment of modern CBM and the other features contained no finds.  No direct 
association with the medieval ringwork was evident.

2��3�.�� ������/��� !���$� June 2016
2��4�����!�����@?�?A$� N Future work (Y/N/?) TBC
2=�"�:>���� 6522 Site code BETC16
�8#���/�#��3�.�� Archaeological Evaluation
0����������� None
�����"����" ����� Agricultural
2��""� � �4���#:�"�� Stable block
5��"�/���������B ����$� Linears (ditches, gully)
0�6"�/�.�"��/�" ���B ����$� None
Project location
���"�8?�-�����.�?�2������ Essex Uttlesford Berden
���?�05��/�������� Essex Historic Environment Record
2����.� ����/��"�!"$� -
������/������ c. ha.
�
�� TL 46946 28988
���6�����-��:�"?:�C$� c. 117m AOD 
Project creators
1���/������ �>8� Essex County Council 
2��3�.����#��4����?���2�$� Julie Walker
��" � �>8� Ms Kerinda Ibbotson
����������� Land at The Crump, Brickhouse Lane, Berden, Essex  

CM23 1AZ.   An Archaeological Evaluation
�������� Walker, J. 
��#����"�=� 5147
-������/���#���$� June 2016
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�
SUMMARY 
�
In June 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at The Crump, 
Brickhouse Lane, Berden, Essex CM23 1AZ (NGR TL 46946 28988).  
It is proposed to change the use of agricultural land to grazing and 
erect a new stable block with new access drive.  The evaluation was 
carried out in compliance with a planning condition of Uttlesford District 
Council, as advised by the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex 
County Council (Planning Ref. UTT/15/2983/FUL).

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential as highlighted 
on the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER). The medieval 
ringwork of The Crump lies immediately adjacent to the south.  This is 
Scheduled as an Ancient Monument (SM 20665).  It comprises a 
mound and ditch earthwork to the rear of the property of The Crump, 
with no obvious causeway access across the ditch into the area of the 
inner mound.  It has been subject to a partial excavation by the site 
owner which revealed quantities of 12th century pottery suggesting the 
earthwork is of medieval date.    

The site therefore had a potential for evidence of activity associated 
with the adjacent medieval defensive ringwork, which may have 
attracted contemporary occupation adjacent to it.   

In the event one of the evaluation trenches contained features (Trench 
1), and the features were linears (Ditches F1005 and F1007, and Gully 
F1009).  Ditch F1007 contained a fragment of modern CBM and the 
other features contained no finds.  No direct association with the 
medieval ringwork was evident.
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#��#��� �>8������������.��"4���":�"��� 4������/�����C����"�8����".���
��������F�Brief for�Archaeological Trial Trenching and Excavation on 
land at The Crump, Brickhouse Lane, Berden,  ��� � %��� -�.�:>���
(7+*$;� �" � �� !�����"� �.��:�� �/� �"4����6����"� ��#�.�/�.����"$� #��#��� �
>8��0�� ��� �+%���-�.�:>���(7+*$;��" ��##��4� �>8��������=�����
#��3�.�� .�"/��:� � ��� ������������ � �"�������� /�����.������6����� ���/�$�
Code of Conduct� �" � Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological 
Evaluation �(7+%$;� ��� !���� ��� ����  �.�:�"�� Standards for Field 
Archaeology in the East of England��
��"�8�(77D$=�
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Planning policy context 
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 �4���#:�"��>8��"����"6� �����#���.�����" � �.����"�� �����.�".��"� ����
�������.� �"4���":�"�� ��.�6"���� ����� ������6�� ������� ���� �� "�"G
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:�""��� �##��#������ ��� ������ ��6"�/�.�".�;� !���� ��>���"����� ���:� ���
 ���6"��� � ������6�� ������� ��=�=� ����� � >��� �"6�;� �.�� ��� �
:�"�:�"��$� �"�8� #��:���� � �"� �C.�#���"��� .��.�:���".��� !��"� ����
#�>��.� >�"�/��� �/� �� #��#����� ���!��6��� ���� .�"���4����"� �/� ���� �����=�
���� �//�.�� �/� #��#������ �"� "�"G ���6"��� � ������6�� ������� :���� >��
>���".� � �6��"��� ���� �.���� �/� ����� �" � ��6"�/�.�".�� �/� ���� �����;� >���
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��6"�/�.�".��:�8�>��.�"�� ��� ���>3�.�� ���������:��#���.�������������
����� ����  ���6"��� =� ���� �22�� ������� ����� �##����"������ ��� .�#�����
�4� �".�� /��:� ���� �������.� �"4���":�"�;� ��� ��.�� � �" � � 4�".�� ����
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�����=� � ����� ��� 0.�� ��� � ��� �"� �".��"�� 5�"�:�"�� �05� (7&&*$=� � ���
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Sample section 1A
0.00 =  117.21m AOD�
7=77�J�7=7%:� 	+77+� 
��4���
7=7%�J�7=(%:� 	+77(� 	�4����"6�	�8����
7=(%�J�7=D&:� 	+777� ��#����=� � ����>��;�  ���� 6��8� >��!"� .��8�8� ����� !����

�..����"����:�������"���
7=D&:B� 	+77D� �������� �#�����=����:#�.�;���6���8����!�.��8��" �.�����
�
Sample section 1B
0.00 =  117.34m AOD�
7=(&�J�7=(&:� 	+777� ��#����=������>�4�=�
7=(&:B� 	+77D� �������� �#�����=������>�4�=�
�
Description:  Trench 1 contained Ditches F1005 and F1007, and Gully 
F1009.  Ditch F1007 contained a fragment of modern CBM and the 
other features contained no finds.
�
-��.���+77*�!�����"�����(=77B�C�7=%7�C�7=+(:$;�����"���� ������?�!���=��
����� �:� ������8�����#��� ����" ���.�".�4��>���=�����/���;�	+77&;�!���
�� /��:;� :� � ���"6�� >��!"� .��8�8� ����� !���� �#����� �:���� ���"��=� ���
.�"���"� �"��/�" �=�
�
-��.���+77,�!�����"�����(=77B�C�7=)%�C�7=():$;�����"���� �"����������?�
������!���=������� �����#��� ����" ���.�".�4��>���=�����/���;�	+77);�!���
�� /��:;� :� � 6��8� >��!"� .��8�8� ����� !���� �..����"��� �:���� ���"��=� ���
.�"���"� ���/��6:�"���/�:� ��"��15=�
�
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���#�"6��� ����" ���.�".�4��>���=�����/���;�	+77';�!�����/��:;�:� �6��8�
>��!"�.��8�8=����.�"���"� �"��/�" �=�
�
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Sample section 2A
0.00 = 117.32m AOD�
7=77�J�7=(+:� 	+777� ��#����=������>�4�=�
7=(+:B� 	+77D� �������=������>�4�=�
�
Sample section 2B
0.00 = 117.37m AOD�
7=77�J�7=(D:� 	+777� ��#����=������>�4�=�
7=(D:B� 	+77+� �������� �#�����=������>�4�=�
�
Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

           
1
View of Trench 1 looking south-east 

 2 
F1005 in Trench 1 looking west 

3
F1007 in Trench 1 looking south-west 

 4 
F1009 in Trench 1 looking south-west 



5
Sample Section 1A in Trench 1 looking north-east 

 6 
Sample Section 1B in Trench 1 looking south-west 

7
Sample Section 2A in Trench 2 looking north-east 

 8 
Sample Section 2B in Trench 2 looking south-west 
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Sample Section 1A in Trench 1 looking north-east 
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Sample Section 1B in Trench 1 looking south-west 
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Sample Section 2A in Trench 2 looking north-east 
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Sample Section 2B in Trench 2 looking south-west 
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