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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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���7"(��,�$" Land at Royston Road, Barkway, Hertfordshire�

In June 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic gradiometer survey on 4.1 
hectares of land at Royston Road, Barkway, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 3840 3620; NHDC Planning 
Ref. 16/00714/1PRE). The survey was commissioned to inform and support a planning 
application for a proposed residential development. 

The survey identified two possible enclosures, one in the north-western sector of the site (1) and 
another towards the centre of the survey area (4).  Both had evidence of possible internal 
features.  A further possible ring ditch or pennanular enclosure (5) was identified in the eastern 
part of the survey.  A strongly positive linear anomaly (2) running 10m N-S across possible 
enclosure (1) may be associated.  Two parallel weakly positive linear anomalies (3) may represent 
part of a trackway close to enclosure (1).  Two other linear anomalies (6 and 7) were present in 
the data, as well as three large sub-circular anomalies, potentially indicative of quarrying activity 
(9). Three discrete, high amplitude anomalies are synonymous with possible burning events and 
may represent past industrial activity (8).

���7"(��'��"��96&"�'#���; 6th - 8th June 2016�
��"%&����#����9�@�@A; N� B����"�#���� TBC�
�<�,�$)"�� 5817� �&�"�(�'"� AS1828
�*3"��6�3��7"(� Geophysical Survey�
�&�"������� -�
����",����,'���" Agricultural�
���,,"'�'"%"��3$",� Residential 
��&,�6"����"��9C'��"�; Two possible enclosures (1 and 4) with potential internal features (undated) 

A further possible ring ditch or penannular enclosure (5) (undated) 
Two parallel linear anomalies (3) representing a possible trackway 
(undated) 
Two other positive linear anomalies (6 and 7) (undated) 
Three possible large cut features (9) (undated) 
Three discrete high amplitude anomalies (8) representing possible burning 
(undated) 

�& ,&6&(�,��6&,'��9C'��"�; -�
�&�;�4!���4#!��"�

���,�*@��&���&(�@����&�� Hertfordshire North Hertfordshire Barkway�

���@�����6�����"� Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record�

�����(�'"�9&6��,�#,; -�
Area of site c.4.1ha
NGR TL 3840 3620 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.140m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by n/a
Project supervisor/s Mark Blagg-Newsome 
Funded by Rand Brothers 
Full title Land at Royston Road, Barkway, Hertfordshire: Geophysical Survey 
Authors Blagg-Newsome, M., Bescoby, D. and Summers, J 
Report no. 5146
Date (of report) June 2016 (revised July 2016) 
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In June 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic 
gradiometer survey on 4.1 hectares of land at Royston Road, Barkway, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 3840 3620; NHDC Planning Ref. 16/00714/1PRE). 
The survey was commissioned to inform and support a planning application 
for a proposed residential development. 

The survey identified two possible enclosures, one in the north-western sector 
of the site (1) and another towards the centre of the survey area (4).  Both had 
evidence of possible internal features.  A further possible ring ditch or 
pennanular enclosure (5) was identified in the eastern part of the survey.  A 
strongly positive linear anomaly (2) running 10m N-S across possible 
enclosure (1) may be associated.  Two parallel weakly positive linear 
anomalies (3) may represent part of a trackway close to enclosure (1).  Two 
other linear anomalies (6 and 7) were present in the data, as well as three 
large sub-circular anomalies, potentially indicative of quarrying activity (9).
Three discrete, high amplitude anomalies are synonymous with possible 
burning events and may represent past industrial activity (8).
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5<5� 
,� +�,"� 2051=� ��(��"��� &(��� �����&�,�� ��'� (���&"'� ���� �� $� ,"�&(�
 ��'&�$"�"�� ���%"*� �,� /<5� �"(���"�� �6� ��,'� ��� ��*���,� ���'=� ����#�*=�
�"��6��'��&�"� 9�	�� ��� -./0� -120D� ����� ���,,&, � �"6<� 51@0085/@5���;<�
��"����%"*�#���(�$$&��&�,"'� ��� &,6��$��,'���33������3��,,&, ��33�&(��&�,�
6�����3��3��"'��"�&'",�&���'"%"��3$",�=�)��"'��,���"��'%&("��6��"��6��'��&�"�
���,�*����,(&���&����&(��,%&��,$",���'%&���*��"�$�9��������;<�
�
5<2� ��"�3��7"(��#���(���&"'�����&,��((��'�,("�#&������3"(&6&(��&�,�(�$3&�"'�
)*����9�"%&�"'�-5�����*�2051;��,'��33��%"'�)*���������<���"� "�3�*�&(���
���%"*� #��� (���&"'� ���� &,� �((��'�,("� #&��� ��"� �&����&(� �, ��,'� '�(�$",��
Geophysical Survey in Archaeological Field Evaluation 9205/;=��,'��
6�=�The 
use of Geophysical Techniques in Archaeological Evaluations� �,'� CIfA 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Geophysical Survey (2014).�

Objectives�
�
5<-� ��"� &,%"��& ��&�,� �6� ��"� �&�"� )*�  "�3�*�&(��� ���%"*� #��� '"�& ,"'� ���
'"�"�$&,"���"�,����"=�"E�",���,'��& ,&6&(�,("��6���)!���6�("�6"����"��&,���'"��
���&,6��$��,'���� "��6����"����&�����",(��"%�����&�,��6���"��&�"<�



Planning policy context�
�
5</� ��"� ���&�,��� ���,,&, � ���&(*� B��$"#���� 9���B� 2052;� ����"�� �����
����"�3������6���"��&����&(�",%&��,$",���������%"��& ,&6&(�,("�)"(���"��6���"&��
�&����&(=� ��(��"��� &(��=� ��(�&�"(������ ��� ���&��&(� &,�"�"��� ��"� �"�&�� "� ���"��<�
��"����B��&$�����'"�&%"�������&,�)�"�'"%"��3$",��)*�",���&, ������3��&(&"��
�,'� '"(&�&�,�� ����� (�,("�,� ��"� �&����&(� ",%&��,$",�� �"(� ,&�"� ����� �"�&�� "�
���"��� ��"� �� ,�,!�","#�)�"� �"����("=� ���"� �((��,�� �6� ��"� #&'"�� ��(&��=�
(�������=� "(�,�$&(� �,'�",%&��,$",���� )","6&��� �6� �"�&�� "� (�,�"�%��&�,=� �,'�
�"(� ,&�"������ &,�"��& ",��*�$�,� "'�(��, "�$�*���$"�&$"��)"�,"("����*� &6�
�"�&�� "����"�����"� ���)"�$�&,��&,"'� 6��� ��"� ��, � �"�$<� ���"����B��">�&�"��
�33�&(��&�,�� ��� '"�(�&)"� ��"� �& ,&6&(�,("� �6� �,*� �"�&�� "� ���"�=� &,(��'&, � &���
�"��&, � �����$�*�)"��66"(�"'� &,�3��3���&�,� ��� ��"����"�F�� &$3����,("��,'� ��"�
3��",�&���&$3�(���6���"�3��3����<���
�
5<4� ��"� ���B� �&$�� ��� (�,�"�%"� �, ��,'F�� �"�&�� "� ���"��� &,� �� $�,,"��
�33��3�&��"������"&���& ,&6&(�,("=�#&�����)���,�&������$����'"�& ,��"'��"�&�� "�
���"��� 9&<"<� �&��"'� )�&�'&, �=� �(�"'��"'� $�,�$",��;� �,�*� 3"�$&��"'� &,�
"E("3�&�,��� (&�(�$���,("�� #�",� ��"� 3�)�&(� )","6&�� �6� �� 3��3����� ���#"& ���
��"� (�,�"�%��&�,� �6� ��"� ���"�<� � ��"� "66"(�� �6� 3��3������ �,� ,�,!'"�& ,��"'�
�"�&�� "����"���$����)"�)���,("'�� �&,�����"��(��"��6�������,'��& ,&6&(�,("��6�
��"� ���"�=� )��� ,�,!'"�& ,��"'� �"�&�� "� ���"��� �6� '"$�,����)�*� ">�&%��",��
�& ,&6&(�,("�$�*�)"�(�,�&'"�"'���)7"(�������"���$"�3��&(&"���������"��������"�
'"�& ,��"'<���"����B�����"��������33����,&�&"�����(�3���"�"%&'",("�6��$���"�
�&����&(� ",%&��,$",�=� ��� �"(��'� �,'� �'%�,("� ��"� �,'"����,'&, � �6� �"�&�� "�
���"��� �,'� ���$��"� ��&�� 3�)�&(�*� �%�&��)�"� &�� �� �">�&�"$",�� �6� '"%"��3$",��
$�,� "$",�<���&���33����,&�*������'�)"����",� &,���$�,,"��3��3���&�,��"����
��"��& ,&6&(�,("��6����"�&�� "����"���,'����&$3�(���6���"�3��3����=�3���&(�����*�
#�"�"����"�&�� "����"��&�����)"�����<�
�
�
�� ���������	��	�����������
�
2<5�������"�%&��� "��6�����#�*� &�� ��(��"'�25��$��������6���$)�&' "��,'�4�$�
�����!"���� �6� ��*���,<� ��"� �&�"� (�$3�&�"�� �� 6&"�'� ��� ��"� ,����� ",'� �6� ��"�
%&��� "�#�"�"���*���,����'�)��,(�"���66� 6��$��& �����""�<� 
�� &��)��'"�"'��,�
��"�#"����&'"�)*���*���,����'�#&���"�"$",����6�����#�*�%&��� "������"������!
#"��� �,'� ,����!#"��<� ��"� �"$�&,'"�� �6� ��"� �&�"� )��'"��� ���)�"� 6&"�'�=� #&���
3�)�&(�6���3�����)��'"�&, �&���,����"�,��,'�"���"�,�"' "�<��
�
2<2� ��"��&�"� &�� ��(��"'��,� 6�&��*� �"%"�� ���,'�����33��E&$��"�*�5/0$�����
�,���"�"���"�,�",'��6����3��=��,���"�"' "��6���"���&��"�,��(��3<���"���&��"�,�
�(��3� ���3"�� '�#,� &$$"'&��"�*� ��� ��"� ,����� �,'� ��� �� �"��"�� '" �""� �����
���3"��'�#,������"��������,'���#��'����"�%&��� "��6�����#�*<���"�%���"*��6���"�
�&%"��G�&,� &�� ��(��"'�/00$� ��� ��"������!"�����6� ��"��&�"=� 6��#&, � &,���,����!
"���� ��� �����!#"��� '&�"(�&�,<� 
�� &�� 7�&,"'� )*� �,���"�� ���"�$� ��(��"'� --0$�
�����!#"����6���"��&�"���,,&, �6��$��""'��������#�*<�
�
2<-� ��"����&'�  "��� *��6� ��"���&��"�,��(��3�(�$3�&�"��
33"����"��("����



#�&�"� (����=� �6�",� (�,��&,&, � 6�&,�� ,�'��"�<� ��&�� &�� �%"���&,� )*� ��3"�6&(&���
 "��� *��6� (����*� �&��<���"��"��6��'��&�"��&����&(���,'�(�3"������(�"�&���&�,�
3��("����"��&�"�&,����$������"���6����"��",(�����"�#�"�"�5.����,'�5:���(",���*�
(��, "����%"�)"",�$�'"����"���&"��6&"�'�)��,'��&"�<�
�
�
�� ������	�	��������������	������
�����	����
�
-<5�� ���"(",����(��"��� &(���'"��!)��"'����"��$",���6���"��&�"�9���$3��,�
2054;���$$��&�"'��

The top of the Chiltern scarp was an area of interest to prehistoric inhabitants 
with the Icknield Way crossing 4.7km to the west, and favourable for 
prehistoric funerary activity in the form of long and round barrows.  The only 
possible prehistoric remains within proximity of the site comprise the 
cropmarks of a possible 15m diameter ring ditch and an associated trackway 
some 200m to the west (HHER 6154 & 7792). Romano-British remains in the 
vicinity of Highfields Farm, Barkway, some 800m south of the site, including 
ditches, a pit, pottery, quern stones, animal bones and a coin hoard, indicate 
the presence of a nearby farmstead. A small quantity of struck and burnt flint 
was recovered during field walking 180m north of the assessment site.  
Remains of a double bayed or aisled rectangular building of 11th to mid 12th

century date was identified at Manyons Farm some 440m south-west of the 
site.

The Domesday Survey indicates that the local area was quite heavily 
populated with settlements centred on Barkway, Newsells and Cokenach. 
There is also a relatively high concentration of moated sites in the area, 
thought to be medieval, which are focused predominantly on the neighbouring 
parish of Reed, as well as a possible motte and bailey castle on Periwinkle 
Hill. A windmill is recorded in 1271, located approximately 70m west of the 
site, with one remaining continuously on the spot until the 20th century. Field 
walking centred 180m north of the present site recovered a small quantity of 
medieval and post-medieval pot, and evidence for 12th century occupation 
was recorded at the Manyon Farm site. 

The closest listed building is a late medieval Grade II* hall house located 
160m to the south. A second post-medieval mill was built approximately 60m 
west of the assessment site. The area around the site was not developed as it 
is today until between 1921 and 1976, remaining predominantly open land 
before that. However, the potential for archaeological remains based on the 
evidence presented is low. 
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Introduction
�
/<5�� ��"�$� ,"�&(� ���%"*�#��� 3"�6��$"'� ��&, � �� '���� �",����	��'105!2�
�� ,"�&(�  ��'&�$"�"�� $�,�6�(���"'� )*� ����&, ��,� &,����$",��� ��'<� ��"�



 ��'&�$"�"��$"����"�� �$���� '&�����&�,�� &,� ��"�"����F��$� ,"�&(� 6&"�'� (���"'�
)*���"�3�"�",("��6�$� ,"�&(���*����("3�&)�"�)��&"'��)7"(��<���"�&,����$",��&��
"E��"$"�*� �",�&�&%"� �,'� (�3�)�"� �6� '"�"(�&, � (��, "�� &,� $� ,"�&(� 6&"�'�
���", ����6���"���'"���6�0<5�,�,��"����9,�;<�
�
�
Survey Methodology 
�
/<2�� 	�&'��>���"��$"����&, �-0$�E�-0$�#"�"��"�������(�������"�",�&�"�*��6�
��"� ���%"*� ��"�=� 6��$&, � ��  �&'� ,"�#���� H� �""� ��53� �<� ��"� "E�(�� �3��&���
��(��&�,� �6� ��"� ���%"*�  �&'� #��� �"(��'"'� ��&, � �� �"&(�� 	�0:� 	��� �$����
��%"�<� 	"�3�*�&(��� '���� #"�"� (���"(�"'� �*��"$��&(���*� &,� �� I& !I� � 3���"�,�
#&��&,� "�(��  �&'� �>���"� ���, � ���%"��"�� �3�("'� ��� 5� $� �3���<� ��"�
 ��'&�$"�"��� #"�"� (�,6& ��"'� ��� �"(��'� $"����"$",��� ��� 0<24$� &,�"�%����
���, �"�(�����%"��"=� &%&, ����������6�-100�$"����"$",���3"�� �&'��>���"<�
�
�
Data Processing 

/<-�� ��"� �"$"'&��� 3��("��&, � �6� ��"� '���� (�,� ",��,("� �,�$������
�"�3�,�"�� (���"'� )*� 3��",�&��� ��(��"��� &(��� 6"����"�� �,'� "�&$&,��"�
$� ,"�&(�,�&�"�6��$�,������@$�'"�,�����("�<������3��("��&, ����������#��6���
��"� (���"(�&�,� �6� �3��&��� "������ &,���'�("'� '��&, � ��"� ���%"*� �,'� &,�"�",��
&,����$",�� �"�'&, � "�����<� ��"� ���%"*� '���� #"�"� 3��("��"'� ��&, �
�"������%"*��� �
��� ��6�#��"=� #�"�"� ��"� 6����#&, � '���� 3��("��&, � ����&,"��
#"�"��33�&"'��
�
� �"���&3"�� �"$�%��� �6� ���&3&, � "66"(��� 6��$� ��"� ��#� '���� (���"'� )*�
� '&�(�"3�,(&"��)"�#"",�'&66"�",���",������,'�#���&, �'&�"(�&�,�<��
�
� ��#!3���� 6&��"����� -E-�	����&�,� ��#!3���� 6&��"��#��� �33�&"'� ��� �"��",�

��"� (�,��&)��&�,� �6� ��"� $�,*� ��,'�$� ������ #�%"�", ��� �,�$��&"��
3�"�",��&,���"�'���<��

�
��&3����&33&, ���"�'�����"3��("������%���"������&'"����3"(&6&"'�$&,&$�$�
��,'� $�E&$�$� #&��� ����"� %���"�<� � ��&�� �"'�("�� ��"� ��� "� '*,�$&(�
��, "� �6� ��"� '���=� &$3��%&, � ��"� %&�&)&�&�*� �6� #"��"�� $� ,"�&(�
�,�$��&"�<����"�'����#"�"�(�&33"'����5����,'��'�'"%&��&�,=��"����&, �&,�
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