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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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���:"-��0�$" Land North of The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire�

In July 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic gradiometer survey on 3.8 hectares of 
land north of The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5887 7471).  The survey was commissioned to 
inform and support a planning application for a proposed residential development consisting of 
approximately 90 dwellings (Cambridgeshire County Council Planning Ref. 12/00247/OUM). 

The survey identified a series of NE-SW positive linear anomalies in the south-eastern portion of the survey 
area (1). These probably represent the ploughed-out remnants of ridge and furrow cultivation. These ridge 
and furrow appear to respect the footpath in the middle of Field B (2), which could indicate that the footpath 
has an ancient field boundary antecedent. A very weak small linear response forming an inverted ‘L’ shape 
(3) may also be of archaeological origin. The geophysical survey also identified several parallel weakly 
positive linear anomalies in the northern field that probably relate to modern ploughing activity (4), along 
with three very weak anomalies  (5, 6 & 7), which may relate to field drains.

���:"-��(��"��%9'"�(#���+ 4th-5th July 2016
��",'����#����%�B�BC+ N� &����"�#���� Trial trenching�
�>�0�$."�� 6747 �'�"�-�(" ECB4769
�/*"��9�*��:"-� Geophysical Survey
�'�"������� -�
����"0����0(���" Agricultural land
���00"(�(","��*$"0� Residential development 
��'0�9"����"��%D(��"�+ Six parallel NE-SW linear anomalies represent probable ridge and furrow 

(1). 
Ridge and furrow respects footpath (2), which may have ancient field 
boundary precursor. 
A weakly negative, angled linear anomaly (3) may also be of archaeological 
origin. 
Eight parallel NE-SW weakly positive linear anomalies probably related to 
modern plough scars (4). 
Three weakly positive linear anomalies (5, 6 & 7) may represent drainage 
features. 

�' 0'9'-�0��9'0(��%D(��"�+ -�
�$�:�3����3!��� �
���0�/B��'���'-�B����'�� Cambridgeshire East Cambridgeshire Soham�
���B�����9�����"� Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER)�
�����-�("�%'9��0�#0+ CB7 5DE
Area of site c.3.8ha 
NGR TL 5887 7471 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.5m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Andy Thomas, Historic Environment Team, CCC 
Project supervisor/s Mark Blagg-Newsome
Funded by CJ Murfitt Ltd 
Full title Land North of The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire: Geophysical Survey 
Authors Blagg-Newsome, M., Bescoby, D. and Wilson, L.                                            
Report no. 5171 
Date (of report) July 2016 



�
��������	
����	
��
������
�������������
����

�
����
8�������;�8�

�
�

�����8�
�
In July 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic gradiometer survey 
on 3.8 hectares of land north of The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5887 
7471).  The survey was commissioned to inform and support a planning application 
for a proposed residential development consisting of approximately 90 dwellings 
(Cambridgeshire County Council Planning Ref. 12/00247/OUM). 

The survey identified a series of NE-SW positive linear anomalies in the south-
eastern portion of the survey area (1). These probably represent the ploughed-out 
remnants of ridge and furrow cultivation. These ridge and furrow appear to respect 
the footpath in the middle of Field B (2), which could indicate that the footpath has an 
ancient field boundary antecedent. A very weak small linear response forming an 
inverted ‘L’ shape (3) may also be of archaeological origin. The geophysical survey 
also identified several parallel weakly positive linear anomalies in the northern field 
that probably relate to modern ploughing activity (4), along with three very weak 
anomalies  (5, 6 & 7), which may relate to field drainage.
�
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6>6� 
0� ;��/� <=67?� ��-��"��� '-��� �����'�0�� ��(� -���'"(� ���� �� $� 0"�'-�
 ��('�$"�"�� ���,"/� �0� E>3� �"-���"�� �9� ��0(� 0����� �9� ��"� ���("?� ����$?�
��$.�'( "��'�"� %�	�� ��� 233=� 454=+>� � ��"� ���,"/� #��� -�$$'��'�0"(� ���
'09��$� �0(� ��**���� �� *��00'0 � �**�'-��'�0� 9��� �� *��*��"(� �"�'("0�'���
(","��*$"0�� -�0�'��'0 � �9� �**��F'$��"�/� 8=� (#"��'0 �� %��$.�'( "��'�"�
���0�/����0-'�����00'0 ��"9>�6<B==<54B��+>
�
6><� ��"� *��:"-�� #��� -���'"(� ���� '0� �--��(�0-"� #'��� �� .�'"9� '���"(� ./�
��$.�'( "��'�"� ���0�/� ���0-'�� �'����'-� �0,'��0$"0�� �"�$� %���G� �0(/�
���$��?� (��"(� <=�����/� <=67)?� �0(� �� �*"-'9'-��'�0� -�$*'�"(� ./���� %(��"(�
<2��� ��/� <=67+� �0(� �**��,"(� ./� ���� ���>� ��"�  "�*�/�'-��� ���,"/� #���
-���'"(� ���� '0� �--��(�0-"� #'��� ��"� �'����'-� �0 ��0(� (�-�$"0��Geophysical
Survey in Archaeological Field Evaluation %<==3+?� �0(� �
9�?� The use of 
Geophysical Techniques in Archaeological Evaluations��0(�CIfA Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Geophysical Survey (2014).�

Objectives�
�
6>E� ��"� '0,"��' ��'�0� �9� ��"� �'�"� ./�  "�*�/�'-��� ���,"/� #��� ("�' 0"(� ���
("�"�$'0"���"�0����"?�"F�"0���0(��' 0'9'-�0-"��9���.!���9�-"�9"����"��'0���("��
���'09��$��0(���� "��9����"����'�����"0-��",�����'�0��9���"��'�">�



Planning policy context�
�
6>5� ��"� ���'�0��� ���00'0 � ���'-/� &��$"#���� %���&� <=6<+� ����"�� �����
����"�*������9���"��'����'-�"0,'��0$"0���������,"��' 0'9'-�0-"�."-���"��9���"'��
�'����'-?� ��-��"��� '-��?� ��-�'�"-������ ��� ���'��'-� '0�"�"��� ��"� �"�'�� "� ���"��>�
��"����&��'$�����("�',"�������'0�.�"�(","��*$"0��./�"0���'0 ������*��'-'"��
�0(� ("-'�'�0�� ����� -�0-"�0� ��"� �'����'-� "0,'��0$"0�� �"-� 0'�"� ����� �"�'�� "�
���"��� ��"� �� 0�0!�"0"#�.�"� �"����-"?� ���"� �--��0�� �9� ��"� #'("�� ��-'��?�
-�������?� "-�0�$'-� �0(�"0,'��0$"0���� ."0"9'��� �9� �"�'�� "� -�0�"�,��'�0?� �0(�
�"-� 0'�"������ '0�"��' "0��/�$�0� "(�-��0 "�$�/���$"�'$"��."�0"-"����/� '9�
�"�'�� "����"�����"� ���."�$�'0��'0"(� 9��� ��"� ��0 � �"�$>� ���"����&� �"@�'�"��
�**�'-��'�0�� ��� ("�-�'."� ��"� �' 0'9'-�0-"� �9� �0/� �"�'�� "� ���"�?� '0-��('0 � '���
�"��'0 � �����$�/�."��99"-�"(� '0�*��*���'�0� ��� ��"����"�H�� '$*����0-"��0(� ��"�
*��"0�'���'$*�-���9���"�*��*����>���
�
6>2� ��"� ���&� �'$�� ��� -�0�"�,"� �0 ��0(H�� �"�'�� "� ���"��� '0� �� $�00"��
�**��*�'��"������"'���' 0'9'-�0-"?�#'�����.���0�'������$����("�' 0��"(��"�'�� "�
���"��� %'>">� �'��"(� .�'�('0 �?� �-�"(��"(� $�0�$"0��+� �0�/� *"�$'��"(� '0�
"F-"*�'�0��� -'�-�$���0-"�� #�"0� ��"� *�.�'-� ."0"9'�� �9� �� *��*����� ���#"' ���
��"� -�0�"�,��'�0� �9� ��"� ���"�>� � ��"� "99"-�� �9� *��*������ �0� 0�0!("�' 0��"(�
�"�'�� "����"���$����."�.���0-"(�� �'0�����"��-��"��9�������0(��' 0'9'-�0-"��9�
��"� ���"�?� .��� 0�0!("�' 0��"(� �"�'�� "� ���"��� �9� ("$�0����.�/� "@�',��"0��
�' 0'9'-�0-"�$�/�."�-�0�'("�"(���.:"-�������"���$"�*��'-'"���������"��������"�
("�' 0��"(>���"����&�����"��������**����0'�'"�����-�*���"�",'("0-"�9��$���"�
�'����'-� "0,'��0$"0�?� ��� �"-��(� �0(� �(,�0-"� ��"� �0("����0('0 � �9� �"�'�� "�
���"��� �0(� ���$��"� ��'�� *�.�'-�/� �,�'��.�"� '�� �� �"@�'�"$"0�� �9� (","��*$"0��
$�0� "$"0�>���'���**����0'�/������(�."����"0� '0���$�00"��*��*���'�0��"����
��"��' 0'9'-�0-"��9����"�'�� "����"���0(����'$*�-���9���"�*��*����?�*���'-�����/�
#�"�"����"�'�� "����"��'�����."�����>�
�
�
�� ������	�������	
���	��
�
<>6� ��"��'�"��'"��0"�����"�0����!#"��"�0��'*��9�����$?�."�#""0���"����("�
�0(���"��65<>����"�*�����9���0(�'���0�'��" ��������*"��0(�9��0�����"����("����
��"������!#"����0(������9'"�(����(� ��� ��"�0����!"���>���� ��"������!"���?� ��"�
�'�"� �.���� �"�'("0�'��� *��*"��'"�� #�'���� 9����"�� 9'"�(�� �'"� ��� ��"� 0����!"���>� ��
.��'0"���*�����'"�������"�0����>�
�
<><� ��"��'�"� �'"������**��F'$��"�/�2$�����'0��� 9"0��0(�"0,'��0$"0�?�#'���
��"���0(�-�*"������"������!#"����9���"���#0��-���"�"(�#'���(��'0� "�-��00"��>�
��"� ����$� ��("� (��'0� ��0�� ���0 � ��"� �����!#"��"�0� .��("�� �9� ��"� ��#0?�
��00'0 �'0�����"��',"��	�"������"�2�$������"�0����!#"��>�
�
<>E� ��"��0("��/'0 � "��� /�9��$��*�����9���"�	�����9��$��'�0?���$�(���0"�
9��$"(�'0���"���"��-"����*"�'�(>���"��,"��/'0 ���'���/*"�'�����'$"!�'-�?����$/�
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Prehistory
�
E>6� �F-�,��'�0�� ��� ���,"�9'"�(� ��',"� *�'��� ��� (","��*$"0�� c>5==$� ��� ��"�
�����!#"��� %���<6E8+� �","��"(� ��"� ��"�� ��(� .""0� *�����"?�#'��� 9'"�(�#"����
9��$���"����0I"�� "������ �������"��0 ��!��F�0�*"�'�(�%��������67374+>�
&����"�������"��������0�",�����'�0��0(���.�"@�"0��"F-�,��'�0��","��"(����"�
���0I"�� "� *���"�/?� �0'$��� .�0"� �0(� .��0�� 9�'0�?� ��� #"��� ��� ���"� 
��0�� "�
*���"�/��0(���9'"�(��/��"$�%��������68477+>�

Romano-British 

E>E� ������ �9� ��"� $�'0� ��#0?� �**��F'$��"�/� <�$� ������ "���� �9� ��"� �'�"?�
"F-�,��'�0�����0 �&��(��$����(�9��0(����"�'"���9���$�0�"0-�����"�('�-�"��
�0(� *'��� �9� *��.�.�"� <0(!-"0���/� (��"� %����"���0(� <==<+?� #�'-�� $�/� ��,"�
.""0�����-'��"(�#'�����*���'.�"�(#"��'0 >��F-�,��'�0�������"�9��$"��&��(��$�
���(������$"0����"-��("(����0I"�� "��0(���$�0�"0-�����"�?�'0�-�0:�0-�'�0�
#'���*���'.�"�",'("0-"�9�����$�0��'$."��.�'�('0 ���0(���$"����"(����9�-"����
���-�#�/�%��00���<==6+>���.�"@�"0��"F-�,��'�0���9���'���'�"��"-��("(��,"0�?�
-��0!(�'"����0(���*���'.�"��'�0� �"*�"�"0�'0 �� �'-��������/��(�����-�$*��0(��
9�����"�-���"-�'�0��0(�*��-"��'0 ��9�*��(�-"?��'����"(������"��������9�$"����"(�
���(��0���"�����"�'0"��9���"�9"0�'���0(�%J�'00�)��"#��0�<=65?�2+>�������"��0(�
#'���9'"�(�#"������'����--�*'"(���"���"�������"������!#"���(��'0 ���'��*"�'�(?����
-�09'�$"(�./�"F-�,��'�0��������,"�9'"�(���',"�%���<6E8+>�

Medieval

E>5� ���"���"$"0���������$�#���-"���'0�/�#"���"���.�'��"(�./���"����"���F�0�
*"�'�(>� ���" "(�/� �0� �.."/� �0(� $�0���"�/� #��� 9��0("(� �"�"� '0� ��"� 4���
-"0���/?������� ��'0,"��' ��'�0������"�-���-��9��0(�0��",'("0-"��9�������-���"�
*�"(��'0 � ��"� "F��0�� -���-�� %6<��� -"0���/+� %�����0� 6883+>� ���"� ��F�0� ���
��F�!���$�0��--�*��'�0�",'("0-"�����.""0� 9��0(� ����� ���������$?�#'���
*�'0-'*��� �'�"�� '0,"��' ��"(�������������""�?�c.6�$��������9� ��"��'�"� %�����0�)�
����� 6884+� �0(� 0"��./� ��� ����'�0����(� %�"�#��(� 6884+>� ��"��0 ��!��F�0�
*"�'�(�'����"������*"�'�(�'0�#�'-����"���"������0(����,"�9'"�(����(��"$�'0"(�
���*�����">��
�
E>2� �"9��"� ��"� 9"0��#"�"�(��'0"(?�����$�#����� �"�*���� ��#0�#'���#��"��
�'0������K'0 ���/00��0(���"�1����,'����"��',"�����">�1'��'0�����$?� ��(��
/��(��0(���(�(�-�����"�",'("0�>���"�$"�"�����.""0�-��'$"(����."��0"��9���"�
��� "���'0��0 ��0(?�*���'.�/��"-�0(��0�/����1�'���"�"/��"�"�'0��������0 ��0(�
%###>����$>�� >��B�'����/+>��
�
E>7� ���#'��� ��"� *�"�"0�� ��#0� ��/���?�$"('",�������$�*��.�.�/� "F�"0("(�
9��$���"������"�������0����#"��?�-�$*�'�'0 �0"�#������9�-���"���0(�-��9����99�
��"�$�'0����(>�
0���"��"('",���*"�'�(��#������"��#"�"�.�'����0���"����,"�9'"�(�
���(� �'�"?� ����-'��"(� #'��� #"���� ����� -�0��'0"(� ��� "� �$��0��� �9� *���"�/?�



#��("0� �.:"-��� �0(� �"���"�� ���"�� %��������67374+>� ��#","�� 9����"�� ���
��"������!"�����"$�'0"(�� �'-�������?��0(�9'"�(��/��"$���0(��-���"�"(�*���"�/�
#"�"� 9��0(�c.83=$� ��� ��"������� %��������68477+>��"('",��� ��"�(����,"�
.""0� �0-�,"�"(� c.67=$� ��� ��"� 0����!"���� %����� =46=E+� �0(� �� $"('",���
#'0($'����'"�������"�0�����%�����=7857+>�

Post-medieval

E>4� �,�����'�0�������"������!#"����","��"(���*���!$"('",���9'"�(��/��"$����
(��'0� "� �/��"$� *���'.�/� �"���'0 � ��� ��"� (��'0'0 � �9� ����$� �"�"� %�����
��62<56+>� �� *���!$"('",��� .�'-�� �'�0� '�� �"-��("(� �0� ��"� 6356� �'��"� $�*�
c.24=$������"�0����!#"���%�����=4=33+>�
�

Undated
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