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other sites. Evidence of late Bronze Age, Iron Age and early Roman activity is known
from the area including an Iron Age enclosure system and the Roman road of Via
Devana.

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. Alluvium (0.60 -.63m
thick) overlay the solid geology. Except modern foundations there was little evidence
that the site was truncated and therefore had archaeological features been present,
they would have been preserved.
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317 HILLS ROAD, CAMBRIDGE

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

SUMMARY

In October 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological
evaluation of land at 317 Hills Road, Cambridge (NGR TL 4686 5529). The
evaluation was commissioned by Mr Colin Crickmore and was undertaken in
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning permission for the
erection of eight flats following the demolition of the existing dwelling.

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential where extensive multi-
period remains have been recorded during the development of Addenbrooke’s
Hospital and other sites. Evidence of late Bronze Age, Iron Age and early
Roman activity is known from the area including an Iron Age enclosure
system and the Roman road of Via Devana.

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. Alluvium (0.60 -
0.70m thick) overlay the solid geology. Excepting modern foundations there
was little evidence that the site was ftruncated and therefore had
archaeological features been present, they would have been preserved.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 In October 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an
archaeological evaluation of land at 317 Hills Road, Cambridge (NGR TL
4686 5529; Figs. 1 & 2). The evaluation was commissioned by Mr Colin
Crickmore of Crickmore Developments Ltd and was undertaken in compliance
with a planning condition attached to planning permission for the erection of
eight flats following the demolition of the existing dwelling (Cambridge City
Planning Ref. 5/1865/FUL).

1.2  The evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a brief issued by
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (HET; dated
09/05/2016) and a written scheme of investigation (specification) prepared by
AS (dated 29/09/2016) and approved by HET. The project conformed to the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Code of Conduct and Standard
and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (2014), and the document
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (Gurney 2003).

1.3  The evaluation aimed to determine the location, extent, date, character,

condition, significance and quality of any surviving archaeological remains
liable to be threatened by the proposed development.
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Planning policy context

1.4  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) states that
those parts of the historic environment that have significance because of their
historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest are heritage assets.
The NPPF aims to deliver sustainable development by ensuring that policies
and decisions that concern the historic environment recognise that heritage
assets are a non-renewable resource, take account of the wider social,
cultural, economic and environmental benefits of heritage conservation, and
recognise that intelligently managed change may sometimes be necessary if
heritage assets are to be maintained for the long term. The NPPF requires
applications to describe the significance of any heritage asset, including its
setting that may be affected in proportion to the asset’s importance and the
potential impact of the proposal.

1.5 The NPPF aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a manner
appropriate to their significance, with substantial harm to designated heritage
assets (i.e. listed buildings, scheduled monuments) only permitted in
exceptional circumstances when the public benefit of a proposal outweighs
the conservation of the asset. The effect of proposals on non-designated
heritage assets must be balanced against the scale of loss and significance of
the asset, but non-designated heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent
significance may be considered subject to the same policies as those that are
designated. The NPPF states that opportunities to capture evidence from the
historic environment, to record and advance the understanding of heritage
assets and to make this publicly available is a requirement of development
management. This opportunity should be taken in a manner proportionate to
the significance of a heritage asset and to impact of the proposal, particularly
where a heritage asset is to be lost.

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

21 The site is located on the north-eastern side of Hills Road, at its
junction with Fendon Road, in the southern part of Cambridge near
Addenbrooke’s Hospital. Until recently the plot was occupied by a single
detached dwelling with adjacent garage and a rear garden.

3 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND SOILS

3.1 The site is situated on relatively flat land at ¢.13m AOD. The solid
geology of the area is of chalk of the Grey Chalk Subroup (British Geological
Survey 1978). Soils in the area are those of the Swaffham prior association,
described as well drained calcareous coarse and fine loamy soils over chalk
rubble (Soil Survey of England and Wales 1983).

317 Hills Road, Cambridge: An Archaeological Evaluation 6
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

4.1  The site lies in an area that has revealed significant evidence of Bronze
Age, Iron Age and Roman archaeology, in particular a large enclosure system
of Iron Age date.

4.2  Prehistoric flint artefacts have been found at several locations in the
vicinity of the site (CHER 05000; 05106; 08707; MCB17843). A pit containing
Neolithic grooved ware was recorded during the cutting of an anti-tank ditch
on Hills Road during the Second World War (CHER 04452).

4.3 Evidence for Bronze Age settlement is represented by a cropmark
enclosure of probable Bronze Age date recorded at Gonville Farm (CHER
08338), settlement features and deposits at the Hutchison site,
Addenbrooke’s (CHER CB15770), a late Bronze Age/early Iron Age
settlement and Roman field system to the south-west of Addenbrooke’s
(CHER MCB16078), Bronze Age boundary ditches recorded at
Addenbrooke’s multi-storey car park (CHER MCB20120), as well as small-
scale remains recorded at sites of later date.

4.4 The area in which the current site lies contains much evidence of lron
Age activity representing a landscape of settlement and agriculture. An
extensive Iron Age settlement was discovered during the construction of
Stage 2 of the New Addenbrooke's Hospital, Hills Road, Cambridge in 1967
(CHER 04800). To the west of Addenbrooke’s, a cropmark complex including
a double-ditched enclosure, and considered to be of Iron Age date has been
recorded (CHER 08339). An Iron Age field system has been recorded at
Trumpington (CHER 09591). Long Road is the site of a complex of boundary
ditches, roundhouse remains (CHER CB15010) and a field system (CHER
CB15270). The Bronze Age activity at the Hutchison site, Addenbrooke’s
extends into the early Iron Age (CHER CB15770). A late Iron Age to early
Roman settlement complex lies to the west of Addenbrooke’s (CHER
MCB17845).

4.5 Evidence for the continuation and development of the lron Age
landscape into the Roman period has been recorded. This is represented by
the late Iron Age/Conquest period settlement recorded at the Hutchison site
(CHER MCB17888), a cropmark complex at Trumpington (CHER 09591), and
settlement activity to the west of Addenbrooke’'s (CHER MCB17845), and
other sites. Early Roman settlement has been recorded at a location to the
south of Addenbrooke’s (CHER MCB17846) and mid Roman settlement
activity has been recorded in advance of the construction of an Elective Care
Facility at Addenbrooke’s Hospital (CHER CB15713) and during construction
of the guided busway route in this part of Cambridge (CHER CB15768). In
addition, Roman field boundaries have been recorded during the construction
of the Cambridge Southern Relief Road (CHER 11294), at the site of the
Strangeways Laboratory (CHER CB15296), and a field system has been
identified to the south-west of Addenbrooke’s (CHER MCB16078). The area
also contains evidence for Roman roads (CHER 04819; 05146; 07970;
MCB17897), funerary activity (CHER 04820; 07864) and a variety of spot
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finds of Roman date have been recorded (CHER 04735; 04821; 04824,
08706; 08709).

4.6 Early Saxon activity has been recorded at Addenbrooke’s (CHER
MCB17800) and forms part of an early to middle Anglo-Saxon settlement in
the area which straddles the Roman Road, passing through the Long Road
College playing field and the southern end of the Hutchinson site (CHER
MCB17890). A grubenhaus has been recorded alongside Robinson Way
(CHER MCB19863).

4.7 Medieval activity in the vicinity of the site comprises evidence for
agricultural activity at the Hutchison site (CHER MCB17896) as well as
ditches (CHER 11294) and ridge and furrow (CHER MCB17847). Medieval
finds have been recorded in the area (CHER 05000A; 05106A; 08112) and
the area contains the site of a medieval cross (CHER 04774).

4.8 The post-medieval period is represented by field boundaries (CHER
MCB20120) and spot finds (CHER 05000B; 05106B; 08708; MCB17844). An
18" century milestone is recorded at Worts Causeway (CHER MCB18041).

5 METHODOLOGY

5.1  One trench was excavated using a mechanical 360° excavator fitted
with a toothless ditching bucket (Fig. 2). The trench was located in the
southernmost available part of the site and measured 12.90 x 2.25m.

5.2 Made ground and alluvium were mechanically excavated under close
archaeological supervision. Exposed surfaces were cleaned by hand and
examined for archaeological features. Deposits were recorded using pro
forma recording sheets, drawn to scale, and photographed as appropriate.
Excavated spoil was searched for finds and the trenches were scanned by a
metal detector.

6 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS

Trench 1 (Figs. 2 - 5, DP 2-3)

Sample section 1A (DP 4): north-west end, south-west facing
0.00=12.87/m AOD

0.00 —0.12m L1000 | Made ground. Light grey, loose, silty sand, CBM rubble
and debris.

0.12-0.40m L1001 | Made ground. Mid to dark brownish grey, friable, sandy
silt with occasional CBM fragments.

0.40-1.00m | L1002 | Alluvium. Mid greenish brown, compact, clayey silt.

1.00m + L1003 | Natural light yellowish grey, compact, silty and chalky
clay.
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Sample section 1B (DP 5): south-east end, north-east facing
0.00 = 13.06m AOD

0.00 -0.13m | L1000 | Made ground. As above.

0.13-0.29m L1004 | Made ground. Mid yellow and grey, loose, silty sand and
gravel with ceramic pipe fragments and CBM.

0.29 - 0.34m L1005 | White, compact, chalk with CBM fragments.

0.34-0.47m | L1001 | Made ground. As above.

0.47 —1.10m L1002 | Alluvium. As above.

1.10m + L1003 | Natural clay. As above.

Description: No archaeological features or finds were present. The modern
foundations of the former house were revealed.

7 CONFIDENCE RATING

7.1 lItis not felt that any factors inhibited the recognition of archaeological
features or finds.

8 DEPOSIT MODEL

8.1  The site was commonly overlain by relatively thin deposits of made
ground (0.30 — 0.50m thick). Below was L1002, an alluvial deposit consisting
of a mid greenish brown, compact, clayey silt (0.60 -.63m thick).

8.2 The natural clay, L1003, was present at 1.00m+ below the existing
ground level and comprised a light yellowish grey, compact, silty and chalky
clay.

9 DISCUSSION

9.1 The site lies within an area of archaeological potential where extensive
multi-period remains have been recorded during the development of
Addenbrooke’s Hospital and other sites. Evidence of late Bronze Age, Iron
Age and early Roman activity is known from the area including an Iron Age
enclosure system and the Roman road of Via Devana.

9.2 The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. Alluvium
overlay the solid geology.

10 DISCUSSION

10.1 The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. Alluvium
(0.60 -.63m thick) overlay the solid geology. Except modern foundations there

was little evidence that the site was truncated and therefore had
archaeological features been present, they would have been preserved.
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10 DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE

10.1 Archive records, with an inventory, will be deposited with any donated
finds from the site at Cambridge County Archaeological Store. The archive
will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross-referenced and checked for internal
consistency.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

DP 1. The site. Looking north-north-east.
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DP 3. Trench 1. Looking north-west.
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DP 5. Trench 1, south-east end. Sample
section 1B. Looking south-west.

DP 4. Trench 1, north-west end. Sample
section 1A. Looking north-east.
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Fig. 3 Trench location plan
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317 Hills Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire (P6922)




EXISTING 2M CLOSE
BOARDED FENCE RETAINED s
ON ALL BOUNDARIES i 15

O/ 1¢

Zp

ALL PARKING BAYS TO BE SRR
MINIMUM SIZE OF 2.5X5M LR

OUTLINE OF EXISTING e A +1208
GARAGE SHOWN DOTTED IN 7 SRS
GREY i B

WA

A

o

45 DEGRER
WINDOWS (
PROPERTY

QUTLINE OF EXISTING HOUS
SHOWN DOTTED IN GREY

!EDESTRIANS & CYCLES

EXISTING SECONDARY
HIGHWAY ACCESS BLOCKED
up

EXISTING FOUL WATER
CONECTION TO PUBLIC
SEWER (ASSUMED LOCATION)

EXISTING DRIVEWAY WIDENED
T0 5M FOR THE FIRST 10M o

2x2M PEDESTRIAN VISIBILITY
SPLAYS

240424 VEHICULAR ,//
VISIBILTY SPLAY TO THE NW S
& 2.4x60M TO THE SE
,-’)/
/'/
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
0 15m .

Scale 1:250 at A4
317 Hills Road, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire (P6922)




0 Plan only Sm
e =] ===
Sample
section 1A
——~— — _— Y —
Trench 1 ( ! Concrete | Concrete } ‘
| foundations | foundations |
o ! 1 ]
™ £ | 1003 I 1002 1003 B
AN é \ : | 1S
! 1002 — ! !
! j w | ‘
I E R S — G T
Sample
section 1B
NW  Sample section 1A SE 12.87m SE Sample section 1B NW 13.06m
[ 1000 A ; 1000 N
|
\ | ‘
‘ 1001 ‘ ‘ 1004

1002

0

1001 |

Sections only Im

RS 2 00

Archaeological Solutions Ltd
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