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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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� %?":��("�&�#$�
� %?":���&)"� Potter Street Academy Primary School, Carters Mead, 

Potter Street, Harlow, Essex 

In July 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological ‘strip, map & 
record’ investigation at Potter Street Academy Primary School, Carters Mead, Potter 
Street, Harlow, Essex (NGR TL 47075 08712). The investigation was commissioned 
by Elite Systems (GB) Ltd and was undertaken in compliance with a planning 
condition attached to planning permission for the construction of a new classroom. 

The site is situated in the area which has revealed archaeological remains of Roman 
and later pottery industries. A Roman pottery kiln was found just south of the site and 
Potter Street is well known as a medieval and post-medieval pottery industrial 
production centre. Therefore the site had a potential for remains associated with the 
adjacent Roman kiln and the late medieval/early post-medieval Harlow pottery 
industry.
�
No archaeological features were revealed.  The bulk of the pottery assemblage from 
the topsoil dates to the late medieval and post-medieval periods and probably all 
relates to the local pottery manufacturing industry.  Although the site is adjacent to 
Roman kiln remains, Roman pottery was not found.  Sparse fragments of Roman 
CBM, entirely comprised of fragments of tegula roof tile, were also present within the 
topsoil.
���,�$��*&��	�70�'*����8� 28/07/2016
���-��	������79:�:;8� N <�����������79:�:;8� N
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SUMMARY 

In July 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
‘strip, map & record’ investigation at Potter Street Academy Primary School, 
Carters Mead, Potter Street, Harlow, Essex (NGR TL 47075 08712). The 
investigation was commissioned by Elite Systems (GB) Ltd and was 
undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the construction of a new classroom. 

The site is situated in the area which has revealed archaeological remains of 
Roman and later pottery industries. A Roman pottery kiln was found just south 
of the site and Potter Street is well known as a medieval and post-medieval 
pottery industrial production centre. Therefore the site had a potential for 
remains associated with the adjacent Roman kiln and the late medieval/early 
post-medieval Harlow pottery industry. 

No archaeological features were revealed.  The bulk of the pottery 
assemblage from the topsoil dates to the late medieval and post-medieval 
periods and probably all relates to the local pottery manufacturing industry.  
Although the site is adjacent to Roman kiln remains, Roman pottery was not 
found.  Sparse fragments of Roman CBM, entirely comprised of fragments of 
tegula roof tile, were also present within the topsoil. 
�
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>@$&-&��*�	!�'��&	�	�&�$��*�0���0�*	�&�*���������$��	������	$&���*��3�&�
1��&'�*���$���2��
�
�
�� �������������5����	��� 5�;9*�
�
���� 	��&���&!�$� 	�5���$�� �0� ���� 	��� �&	� ��$��*�*� �� 	&1!'�� 	�$���	�
!��	����*���'��2�
�
Sample section 1 (DP 4): north side, south-south-east facing 
0.00 = 81.70m AOD�
�2���J��2 �1� ������ ��!	�'2���������1*����3	�������4�0�&�'�4�	&�*3�	'�2�
�2 �1�=� ������ �&���&'�'�������1*�3�''��4�$�1!&$�4�$'&3������$$&	��&'�

	1&''�	����	2�
�
�
Sample section 2 (DP 6): west side, east-north-east facing  
0.00 = 81.78m AOD�
�2���J��2"�1� ������ ��!	�'2��	�&��-�2�
�2"�1�=� ������ �&���&'�$'&32��	�&��-�2�
�
�
Description No archaeological features were revealed within the area of the 
new classroom base (DP 1-2).  Topsoil (L1000; 0.24 – 0.31m thick) overlay 
the natural clay (L1001). 

Although no features were revealed the topsoil contained numerous pottery 
sherds. Nearly 600 pottery sherds were recovered from the excavation area 
and they date from the medieval (mid 13th century) - post-medieval and 
modern (19th century) periods (Pottery Report below, Appendix 2). 

Sparse fragments of Roman CBM, entirely comprised of fragments of tegula 
roof tile, were also present within the topsoil. (CBM Report below, Appendix 
2).
�
�
,� ���5������������
�
�
�2�� /�� 	����� 0�'�� ��&��&�3�0&$���	� �����*�������$��������0�&�$�&��'��$&'�
0�&����	����0�*	2�
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0� ����������
�
�2�� ����	����&*�!�����&'�0�����1&�	�&		�$&��*���������&*,&$������1&��
�'�� &�*� ���� '&��� 1�*�-&':�&�'3� !�	�H1�*�-&'� %&�'��� !�����3� �*�	��3. ����
�'�� �&	� 0���*� ,�	�� 	����� �0� ���� 	��� &�*� ������� (������ 	� ��''� ������ &	� &��
1�*�-&'�&�*�!�	�H1�*�-&'�!�����3��*�	��&'�!��*�$����$�����2�
�
�2 � ��� &�$�&��'��$&'� 0�&����	� ����� ��-�&'�*2� � ���� ��'�� �0� ���� !�����3�
&		�1�'&��� 0��1� ���� ��!	�'� *&��	� ��� ���� '&��� 1�*�-&'� &�*� !�	�H1�*�-&'�
!���*	� &�*� !���&�'3� &''� ��'&��	� ��� ���� '�$&'� !�����3� 1&��0&$������ �*�	��3�
7������3���!������'��4��!!��*@� 82� ��'�����������	��� 	�&*,&$���������1&��
�'�� ��1&�	4� ��1&�� !�����3� �&	� ���� 0���*2� � (!&�	�� 0�&�1���	� �0� ��1&��
)A.4� �����'3� $�1!�	�*� �0� 0�&�1���	� �0� ����'&� ���0� �'�4� ����� &'	�� !��	����
�����������!	�'�7)A.���!������'��4��!!��*@� 82�
�
�
A� ������������5��������������
�
I2�� ��$�-����$��*	4�����&���-�����34��''����*�!�	��*�����&�3�*��&��*�
0�*	�0��1�����	���&��%&�'���.�	��12�����&�$�-���''����5�&��0�*4���*���*4�
�*�@�*4�$��		H��0����$�*�&�*�$��$��*�0��������&'�$��		���$32�
�
�
��@���	��
�������
�
��$�&��'��$&'� (�'����	� ���'*� '��� ��� ��&��� >'��� (3	��1	� 7�A8� ��*� 0���
0��*�������!��,�$�2�
�
�(� ���'*� &'	�� '��� ��� &$����'�*��� ���� �!��� &�*� &*-$�� �0� .	� .&�&�
.�*'3$���4�����%	���$�>�-���1�����*-	����0�>		�@�)����3�)���$'2�
�
�
���	��
������
�
A��	�����'��$&'�(��-�3�7A�(84��I��4�Legend for the 1:625,000 Geological 
map of the United Kingdom (solid geology); London.�.&�	0�'*�
�
)�&�����*� /�	������ 0��� ��$�&��'��	�	� 7)/0�84�  ���4�Standard and Guidance 
for Archaeological Excavation2�/0�4���&*���
�
�����34� #24�  ��"4�Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England,�
>&	�����'&����$�&��'��3�?$$&	��&'��&!��	���:����?�
�
.���$�4� (24�  ���4�Prentice Place (New play facility), Carter Mead, Harlow, 
Essex: Archaeological Watching Brief2�G�		�@���$�&��'��3���!�����"� �2���
�
(�'�(��-�3��0�>��'&�*�&�*�G&'�	�7((>G84��I�"4�Legend for the 1:250,000 
Soil Map of England and Wales.�((>G4�%&�!��*���
�
�
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��� %(!:��%��
�
����&�$�&��'��$&'� �-�	��&������$�-���*��I��	���*	���������2��"��4�&''�
����� ��	*�&'� 0��1� ���� ��!	�'� �����2� ���� ��'�� �0� ���� &		�1�'&��� 7����
	���*	� ������� �2��I��84� *&��	� ��� ���� '&��� 1�*�-&'� &�*� !�	�H1�*�-&'�
!���*	� &�*� !���&�'3� &''� ��'&��	� ��� ���� '�$&'� !�����3�1&��0&$������ �*�	��32�
���� &		�1�'&��� $&�� �� �����&''3� ��� *�	$���*� &	� �0� 1�*��&��� ��� ��&-3�
&��&	��4���������	�1���&-�����'3�'����&��&	��2�?0�������1&�������	1&''�
	���*	�7���8� ������	�����&���	���*	�&���!���&�'3�&''������$�����34���'�� ����
��1&���� 	���*	� $�1!�	��� ��&�	0��� �����*� G&��4� 0&$���3� 1&*�� �����
�&������&���&�*�1�$�&H�3!���&��4�&'��������$��&1$�!!��&���*&�&�'���������
!���*��������������I���&�*�1*� ����$������	2���
�
�
�"�4%(%#%;'�
�
����	���*	�������@&1��*���*���@"�����$�'&��1$��	$�!��&�*���$��*�*���
���!��� ���� ���� ��	�H��1&�� ������3� ��	�&�$�� ����!� ��*�'��	�
7('�����	��  ���82�#��&'	� �$'�*��� 	���*���1����&�*������4� 0&��$� �3!�4�
-�		�'�&�*��1��3!���������$��*�*����>@$�'�*&�&�&	��������!�		�'�4���$��
	��$'�*�*���������&�$�-�2��<&��$�$�*�	�&������	���	�*���>		�@�0�����	�H
��1&��!�����3�7)������ ���84�&�*�*&����	���&���	�*���>		�@�&�*�0���0&��$	�
�������.�	��1��0����*���#&�&�&	��7.���� ���82������&��	�&���5�&��0�*�
��'����3�	���*���1����&�*�������7�&�'���82�
�
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<&$���3� 1&*��
�����
�&������&���

��� �&�������=� "� ��

.�$�&��&��� ��� �&�������=� �� "�

� � � �I�� ���"�
Table 1:  quantification of pottery by sherd number and weight2�
�
�
.�*�-&'�������3�
�
������ &��� �+�1�*�-&'�%&�'��� �3!�� 	���*	� !��	���� 7����8�����1&�'3� ���3�
$���	�&�*��@*	�*�	��0&$�	��	�&''3����� $�&�	�� C!1!'3E� 	��0&$�	� 7�&�'�� 82�
����0&��$	�$���&��	��H����*�*�&�*�����*�*����34�$�'���'�		�&�*�	�1��1�	�
��**	��5�&���4�	�1��1�	�&�	1&''�&1������0�$�&'��0'�$�	����-�*	�	�!��	���4�
&�*� ���� �$�� !'&3� !�''��	2� ���� 1&,���3� &��� ��*3� 	���*	� &�*� *&���	�$�
�'�1���	������'1��*�7�&�'�� 82�������&�������$������!����1	4������0� ��$1�
*&1����4� &�*� ���� �����4� &� 	�&��*� �1� �0� &!!��@1&��'3�  �$1� *&1����2� /��
&**���� ������ &��� ���� $������ !��� ��$�:	���'*��� &��'�	2��� ,��� �&	������ &�
	��'��0�����1!��		���&�*�0������������*&���	�$��&	��0�&�1���	��&	�&'	��
!��	���4�&'��������&�	��&!��&�*'��H�����&'1�	��&���*��&�*'���0� 2�$1�*&1�����
�*��2���	�!���&�'3�$&1��0��1�&�,��4�&	�������0��1	�	�$��&	�!!��	�&�������
��������1�*�-&'�%&�'����&���7#&-�3�D�G&'���� ��I4�� 82����

Forms jar bowl Jug u/k 
Rim  � � � �
Base � � �� ��
Neck/shoulder  � � � �
Handle (strap) � � �� �
Table 2: medieval forms 

�
#�$��&�����&	�&'	��'1��*2�����	���*	�$���&��&�	��'��	!'&	���&$���0�$'�&��
&�*�!&'��3�''��3H�������'&��� ��	!�$�-�'34� ������� �	�����$'�&�� 0� ��	�1�&�	�
����-�		�'��&	�!&��&''3��'&��*����&�*�!� 0�''���� �� 0��1�&�������-�		�'� �� ����
�'�2�?����0������&	��	���*	��&	�&�	��'���������&'��&-3�'����$	�*�&����*�
������*3�7&��-�84�����,����&	���&	�&'��&*3������1������*2��
�
�
�&���.�*�-&'���&�	���&'�������3�7�.�8�
�
������ &��� ��� �&��� .�*�-&'� &�*� ��&�	���&'� 	���*	� 7�2�++� ��8� 7�&�'�� "82�
���	��0&��$	���&��$'�	��	1'&���	���������	�$$��*���!�	��1�*�-&'��'&$��
�'&��*� �&������&��� &�*� !�	�H1�*�-&'� ��*� �&������&��� 0&��$	2� ���� 1&��
*00����$��	���&��	�1���0������.��0&��$	�$���&��0��4�	!&�	��0'�$�	��0�$�&'�4�
&�*�&'	�� ������&���*00����$�	� �� ����-�		�'� 0��1	2������.��	���*	��&-��&�
�*�� -&�&���� �� $�'���4����� 	�1���&-�����&���� 	��0&$�	�&�*� ���3� $���	4�
&�*������	����3�	��0&$�	�&�*���**	��$���	2����������3!�	�1&3�$����'&�������
&�$��&13H��&�������*�''���**	�H�������������3�$���	�C	&�*3E�-&���34�&�*�&�
C�&�*E� -&���3����� ��-��	�� $�'������ *���0�*� &��%&�'��� 7#&-�3�&�*�G&'����
 ��I4�  �82� ���� *���0&�'�� 0��1	� �$'�*�� +� ����*�*� ,&�	4� ���� �0� ���	��1&3�
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�&-�������&�!!�����������!&��������������&�*'�����'*�����&	�����!��	���2�
����	�4� &������� �1� ���� &� '��� �0� �������&'� ����� 	'!� &�� ���� 	�&��� �0� ����
	���'*���1&3��&-�������0��1�&�$	����2�<�&�1���	��0�����H��'�	��*$&�������
!��	��$���0�����������$	����	��������H��'��,&�	2��
�
Forms�
K������*�*�,&�����!!���������$1�*&1������1�&�*��-����*���$��

K������*�*�,&������$2��$1�*&1������1�
K�"�����*�*�,&�	����� �$1��1�
K������*�*�,&�������-����*���$��$2 �$1�*&1������1�
K��B&��������$1�*&1������1�

K��,&����$��&�*�	���'*��������$	�*��������&'�'����
����&��-��	���'*���
K �)	�����7	1&''��������'�8�
K��'&��������*�*�,���� �$1��1�*&1�����&�*�"2�$1��*���
�����	��&!��&�*'��
K��,���������$1�*&1������!������1�&�*��2 $1��*���
����	��&!���&�*'��
K��,����1�  $1�*&1�����
K��B�����$���@ �
K�����'� �H"�$1�*&1�����0'&����!!�*��1�
K������*�*�*	���1�"�$1�*&1�����
K��*	���1�
Table 3: Late medieval and Transitional forms 

�
������&���&'	��0�&�1���	�0��1�0����,��	�&�*����������'	����*	��	2��������'�
$���&�	�&�'����0�0������!�1!��		��	���'�������������'!2�/��&''4�����	���*	�
$���&��!&�$��	����	!'&	��	��0��'&�����&�'3�&''�&�!&'��������$�'���4�&�*� ����
	���*	�$���&��!&���*�'��	��0������	'!2�?���	���*���$���&	�&�!&���*�'���
�0� ����� 	'!� ��� ���� ������ 	��0&$�� &'	�� �&	� &� 	��'�� 	������ �0� !&���*� �'&$��
�'&������ ���� ����� 	��0&$�2� /�E	� ���� $'�&�� �����0���4� 0� ��	� 	�&� 	���*��0��.��
!��!&��*�&�*�0��*�&������	&1���1��&	��'&$���'&��*���*��&������&���7�.A�84�
�������������	�&�	���*��0��.A��$���&���������	'!2�
�
�
��	�H1�*�-&'��'&$���'&��*��&������&���7�.A�8�
�
������&�����"��.A��	���*	���������2 �+����7�&�'���82�����0&��$	��0����	��
	���*	� �����&''3� �&-�� ���3� 	��0&$�	� &�*� �@*	�*� $���	� &�*� '���� 	1'&�� ���
������*�$�*��.��	���*	4��@$�!�����3�&����0����1�������'3�0��*�&�*��	�&''3�
�&-�� 1���� !��!'�H��*� $���	2� ���� �'&$�� �'&��� 	� ��-��	'3� ���� $'�&��	��
*���0��4� ���� �� 	�1�� $&	�	� ���� -�		�'	� &��� ��'3� !&��&''3� �'&��*4� &�*� 	��
1&�3� 	���*	�&������'&��*2� /�� ������ $&	�	� �����'&����&	������&!!'�*� -��3�
���'3���� ������&���	!'&	��	���� ��&'	��0��'&�����'32� /�� ���&'�+ �	���*	�$���&��
�'&$���'&��4���'��&�0�������+��&-��*&�������������������'&��2�����1&,���3��0�
�
�
�
�
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Forms  
KI�#������,��:1����1	�����&	�	�
K��B����1	�����&	�	��
K��,�����$���
K��	��&����	*�*�*	���1�
K"����'��1	�

K��,&�:$�&1����!����1�
K��,&���1�
Table 4: Post-medieval black earthenware forms 
�
���� *���0&�'�� 0��1	�&���*������1��	:,��	�&�*� ,��	2���	��&���� 	*�*�*	��
$���&�	�&�	!'&	���0��'&$���'&��4����� ���� 0��1� 	�1���� �����!�������!�	�H
1�*�-&'� ��*� �&������&��4� &�*� 	�� ���� �'&���1&3� �&-�� &��-�*� &$$*���&''32�
(�-��&'��0������.A��	���*	�&���$'�&�'3��&	���	4�1�	�����&�'3�&�*������1���
��&�� �&	� $�''&!	�*�&�*� 0�'*�*� �� �&'04� &�*� ������*3� 	���*	� ��&�� �&-�� 0�	�*�
��������2�?���,����&	����$���&	��&�!�*4�	���	�����1&��	��0�	�&$����	$&�	�
�0�&��'�&	��������������-�		�'	�����	���*��	*�2��

�
.����!�'�&��('!�&���
�
������&���0����.����!�'�&��	'!�&���	���*	�!��	����7����84��������0���$��&���
0��1�*	��	2�������	���@&1!'�� 	� 0��1�&� 0'&���*�*	������&��>�+� �3!�� �1�
��&�� �&	� (H	�&!�*� 	'!� *�$��&���� ��� ��!� �0� ���� �14� ��&�� 	� ���� $'�	�'3�
!&�&''�'�*������0�	1'&���3!�����<�2�"�4���E	�"2"�D�"2���������%&�'���!�����3�
�*�	��3��3!�'��3�7#DG� ��I4��+�D�� 82��

�
��	�H1�*�-&'���*��&������&���
�
����1&,���3��0�����	���*	���'�������������	�H1�*�-&'���*��&������&�������!�
7 ��: 2��"��84� &'������� �� 	� '��'3� ��&�� &� 0��� �0� ���	�� ��'���� ��� ����
.����!�'�&�� 	'!�&��� $&�����34� *��-��� 0��1� !&��	� ��&�� *�� ���� $���&�� ����
*	��$�-�������	'!�*�$��&���2�����1&,���3��0� ���	��&��� ,&�	4�&'������� �� 	�
���� &'�&3	� ������ ��&�� ����� !��$	�� 0��$���� �&	� 7�&�'�� �82� ����3H����
	���*	�$���&���'&��4���&�'3�&'�&3	������2��
�
Form 
K����B&���1	�&�*��&	�	�
K"�	���&���,&���1	�
K��$�&1����!����&	��
K ��&�*'�*����':$�&1����!���
K ����'��1	�
K��	��&����	*�*�*	��	�
K��0'&��*�*	���1�
K��*	���&	��
K��0'&���*�*	�:!&�$�����
K��,�����$��
K��*�!!�����&3��&	��
K��'*�
K���*��*��&�*'��H��,&�;�
Table 5: Post-medieval red earthenware forms 
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Type of  Work:���
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Site Director/Group:���
�2������	��

Date of Work:���
 �:��: ��+�

Size of Area Investigated:���
841 �

Location of Finds/Curating Museum:���
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Funding source:���
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Further Seasons Anticipated?:����
�
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�

Final Report:���
�����	�4��4� ��+4��������(�������$&*�13���1&�3�($���'4�)&����	�.�&*4��������(�����4�%&�'��4�
>		�@�
Periods Represented:��1�*�-&'4�!�	��1�*�-&'�&�*�1�*����
�
SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:���

In July 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological ‘strip, map & 
record’ investigation at Potter Street Academy Primary School, Carters Mead, Potter 
Street, Harlow, Essex (NGR TL 47075 08712). The investigation was commissioned by 
Elite Systems (GB) Ltd and was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning permission for the construction of a new classroom. 

No archaeological features were revealed.  The bulk of the pottery assemblage from the 
topsoil dates to the late medieval and post-medieval periods and probably all relates to the 
local pottery manufacturing industry.  Although the site is adjacent to Roman kiln remains, 
Roman pottery was not found.  Sparse fragments of Roman CBM, entirely comprised of 
fragments of tegula roof tile, were also present within the topsoil. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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