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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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3�������� 84-86 High Street, Southwold, Suffolk
In January 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological monitoring 
and recording at 84-86 High Street, Southwold, Suffolk (NGR TM 507 762). The monitoring was 
undertaken during the groundworks associated with the construction of a rear extension to the 
property.  It was required to comply with a condition of planning approval (Suffolk Coastal 
Council Ref. DC/15/4589/FUL), based on advice from the Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team (SCC AS-CT). 

The house has late 16th – early 17th century origins.  The site has a high potential for 
archaeological remains dating from the medieval development of the town from its earliest 
days.

The monitoring revealed  that abutting the house to the north was a buried modern (mid 19th - 
early 20th century) cold water store M1008. Associated with this cold water store were six 
made ground layers used to back fill it. One modern pit feature was observed in the north-east 
of the site cutting L1004. No features of archaeological interest were observed.

&�
3����������#������
��%� 9th-10th January 2017
&��1�
����
���#;<�<=%� N $�������
���� TBC
&��������� 6937 ������
��� SWD 076 
��	��
��	�
3���� Archaeological Monitoring and Recording 
������������ -
2�������������� Residential house and associated land plot 
&�������1��
	���� Extension to residential house 
 ������������#>�����%� Modern cold water store and associated layers 
���������������#>�����%� None
(�#> 5��!#5$��#��
2
���<�/�������<�&������ Suffolk Waveney Southwold 
5?(<�� (��
������� Suffolk  HER 
&
����
���#����
�%� IP18 6DP 
�����
������� Approx. 220m2

�'(� TM 507 762 
5�������@/�#��<��A%� Approx. 10m AOD
Project creators 
!���������������  Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation 

Team 
&�
3������	��1��
�<��#&@%� Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
$�������� Ms Julie Church and Ms Jo Taylor 
$���������� 84-86 High Street, Southwold, Suffolk.  Archaeological 

Monitoring and Recording 
����
��� Mark Blagg-Newsome  
(�	
���
�� 5303
/����#
����	
��%� 19th January 2017
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In January 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an 
archaeological monitoring and recording at 84-86 High Street, 
Southwold, Suffolk (NGR TM 507 762). The monitoring was 
undertaken during the groundworks associated with the construction of 
a rear extension to the property.  It was required to comply with a 
condition of planning approval (Suffolk Coastal Council Ref. 
DC/15/4589/FUL), based on advice from the Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team (SCC AS-CT). 

The proposed development site lies in the historic medieval and post-
medieval core of Southwold (SWD 051). Records include 1222 when 
there was grant of a medieval market to the Abbot of Bury St 
Edmunds. And four years later granting of a fair, with further markets 
and fairs added in the 15th and early 16th centuries. Silkman’s Hill 
centred on 380m south of the site is the putative site where in 1260 
Richard de Clare obtained licence to convert his house at Southwold 
into a strong castle' (SWD 009). Archaeological monitoring at Victoria 
Street some 110m north of the site identified a medieval ditch 
containing 13th-14th century pottery sherds (SWD 049). Archaeological
monitoring 150m to the north of the site recorded no features or finds 
(SWD 046). 

The house has late 16th – early 17th century origins.  The site has a 
high potential for archaeological remains dating from the medieval 
development of the town from its earliest days.

Archaeological monitoring of the site revealed that abutting the house  
to the north was a buried modern (mid 19th - early 20th century) cold 
water store M1008. Associated with this cold water store were six 
made ground layers used to back fill it. One modern pit feature was 
observed in the north-east of the site cutting L1004. No features of 
archaeological interest were observed. 
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Sample section 1 (showing depth of oversight) 
West of site, facing south-east 
0.00 = 12.10m AOD �
*�**�J�*�-)�� �7***� �
	�
����/��������������
���������������������
*�-)�J�*�.)�� �7**7�  ����'�
���� �������
�������
��������������������
*�.)�>� �7**-�  ����'�
����������
�����������
����

��������

Sample section 2  (footing trench) 
Eastern footing trench, facing north-west 
0.00 = 12.21m AOD �
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Description: Abutting the house to the north was a buried modern (mid 
19th - early 20th century) cold water store, M1008. Associated with the 
cold water store were six made ground layers (back fill).  A modern pit  
was observed in the north-eastern sector of the site cutting.  No 
features of archaeological interest were observed. 
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Table 1: Quantification of sherds by context 
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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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