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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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��������#�$�� Kingsbury House, Branch Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire 

In August and September 2011 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried an archaeological 
excavation at Kingsbury House, Branch Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 1390 0760). 
The excavation was commissioned by Cathedral Homes (UK) Ltd and was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning permission for the demolition of the 
existing structures and the construction of two residential dwellings. 

The site is situated within an area that has revealed significant archaeological remains, 
identified as AS.R.25 on the Local Plan. Numerous Romano-British archaeological remains are 
recorded in the vicinity of the site, as well as within the site itself. An archaeological evaluation 
of the site revealed a sequence of Roman occupation layers, a possible hearth and a 
compacted gravel floor or yard surface.�Fairly large quantities of Romano-British pottery were 
recovered along the other small finds. The remains of late-17th- to early-18th-century structure, 
possibly a cellar, were also revealed. 

The excavation revealed multi-period occupation  with the Romano-British and post-medieval 
periods most prominent. The majority of the remains were associated with the earliest Phase 1 
dated to 2nd century AD (130-150 AD). The phase comprised numerous occupation layers, 
possibly remains of a building, a ditch and two pits. Large quantities of pottery sherds and 
numerous small finds were recovered from deposits of this phase. A pit represented Phase 2 
and it was attributed to 4th century AD. Phase 3 consisted of late 17th-early 18th century lime 
kiln with an associated pit. The site was significantly truncated by mid-20th century construction 
of a house and ancillary works. 

���/�*��.-����@4��,.��� A� 23/08 – 09/09/2011 
���0�������� �@BC�CDA� Y :��������� �@BC�CDA� N
�5���6����� 4306 +����*�.��
�2'���4�'��/�*�� An Archaeological Excavation 
+������-���� Within an area of significant archaeological remains designated 

as AS.R.25 on the Local Plan 
��������,-�.����� Residential site (single dwelling, now demolished) 
�,-���.�.�0�,�'6���� Two semi-detached dwellings 
E-���4�-������@F.-���A� Remains of possible building, a ditch, two pits, occupation 

layers (all 2nd century AD (130-150 AD)), 4th century pit, late 
17th-early 18th century lime kiln with associated pit 

+����4�*-���4��.��@F.-���A� Roman assemblages 
��������!���� �#�
�����2C�)�����*�C��-����� Hertfordshire St Albans St Albans 
���C�+E��4���-��-� Hertfordshire HER 
�����*�.��@�4� ����A� AL3 4SX 
���-��4������ c.  1000m2

���� TL 1390 0760 
��������	)�@6��C6-=A� c. 87m 
���������������"�
;���4������.��2� SADC
���/�*����'��0����C��@�	A� Zbigniew Pozorski 
:��.�.��2� Cathedral Homes (UK) Ltd 
:�,,����,�� Kingsbury House, Branch Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire:  An 

Archaeological Excavation�
�������� Pozorski, Z. 
��'������5� 4993
)-���@�4���'���A� January 2012 
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SUMMARY 

In August and September 2011 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried an 
archaeological excavation at Kingsbury House, Branch Road, St Albans, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 1390 0760). The excavation was commissioned by 
Cathedral Homes (UK) Ltd and was undertaken in compliance with a planning 
condition attached to planning permission for the demolition of the existing 
structures and the construction of two residential dwellings. 

The site is situated within an area that has revealed significant archaeological 
remains, identified as AS.R.25 on the Local Plan. Numerous Romano-British 
archaeological remains are recorded in the vicinity of the site, as well as within 
the site itself. An archaeological evaluation of the site revealed a sequence of 
Roman occupation layers, a possible hearth and a compacted gravel floor or 
yard surface.�Fairly large quantities of Romano-British pottery were recovered 
along the other small finds. The remains of late-17th- to early-18th-century
structure, possibly a cellar, were also revealed. 

The excavation revealed multi-period occupation  with the Romano-British and 
post-medieval periods most prominent. The majority of the remains were 
associated with the earliest Phase 1 dated to 2nd century AD (120-150 AD). 
The phase comprised numerous occupation layers, possibly remains of a 
building, a ditch and two pits. Large quantities of pottery sherds and numerous 
small finds were recovered from deposits of this phase. A pit represented 
Phase 2 and it was attributed to 4th century AD. Phase 3 consisted of a late 
17th-early 18th century lime kiln with an associated pit. The site was 
significantly truncated by construction of a modern house and ancillary works. 
�
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This phase contained the most numerous features: four ditches (F2012, 
F2021, F2023 and F2031) and two pits (F2014, F2040). A sequence of layers 
was also associated with this phase.  The finds recovered from the ditches 
and layers dated to between 120-150 AD, and the pits produced evidence 
dated generally to 2nd century AD. 
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Section 1 (DP 15): north-western part of the area, south-east facing 
0.00 = 87.07m AOD�
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Section 2 (DP 16): central part of the area, north-west facing 
0.00 = 86.35m AOD�
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Section 3 (DP 17): southern part of the area, north-west facing 
0.00 = 87.04m AOD�
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Section 4 (DP 18): southern part of the area, north-west facing 
0.00 = 87.10m AOD�
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Section 5 (DP 19): central part of the area, north-west facing 
0.00 = 86.71m AOD�
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Section 6 (DP 20): central part of the area, south-west facing 
0.00 = 86.72m AOD�
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Section 7 (DP 21): central part of the area, south-east facing 
0.00 = 86.69m AOD�
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Kiln M2047 and Pit F2049 were post-medieval. 
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Table 1: Quantification of Roman pottery in feature groups 
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Table 4: Quantification of Roman and post-medieval CBM in feature groups 
by fragment count (F) and weight (W, in grams). 
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Table 5: Quantification of Roman CBM form types contained in the early/mid 
2nd century AD sequence of layers. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

DP 1. The site. Looking north-north-west. DP 2. The site. Looking north. 

DP 3. The north-west part of the site. 
Looking south-east. 

DP 4. The north-west part of the site. 
Looking north-west. 

DP 5. Surface layer L2003. Looking north-
west.

DP 6. Layer L2006 below L2003. Looking 
north-west.



DP 7. Pit F2004. Looking south-east. DP 8. Ditch F2012. Looking north-east. 

DP 9. Ditch F2012. Looking north-east. DP 10. Pit F2014. Looking north-west. 

DP 11. Ditch F2023. Looking north-east. DP 12. Ditch F2023. Looking north-east. 



DP 13. Ditch F2031. Looking north-east. DP 14. Pit F2040. Looking south-west. 

DP 15.  North-west part of the site. Section 
1. Looking north. 

DP 16. Section 2. Looking south-east. 

DP 17. Section 3. Looking south-east. DP 18. Section 4. Looking south-east. 



DP 19. Section 5. Looking south-east. DP 20. Section 6. Looking north-east. 

DP 21. Section 7. Looking north-west. DP 22. Kiln M2047 and Pit 2049. Looking 
north-west.

DP 23. Kiln M2047 with access from Pit 
F2049. Looking south-east. 

DP 24. Drawing eye of Kiln M2047. Looking 
south-east from Pit F2049. 



DP 25. Drawing eye of Kiln M2047. Looking 
north-west from the kiln interior. 

DP 26. Wall of Kiln M2047. Looking south-
west.

DP 27. Trench 3. Looking south-east. DP 28. Pit 2042. Looking south. 

DP 29. Trench 3, north-west end. Sample 
section 3A. Looking north-east. 

DP 30. Trench 3, south-east end. Sample 
section 3B. Looking north-east. 



Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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