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�
Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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�������:�������
��!?�5��$��"�� �
��!?�5���"%�� Helpestons Manor, Hollow Road, Felsted, Essex 

In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out historic building 
recording at Helpestons Manor, Hollow Road, Felsted, Essex (NGR: TL 70741 
20152).  It is proposed to extend and alter the current dwelling, convert the listed barn 
to domestic use and erect a link extension between barn and dwelling, erect a garden 
shed and a cartlodge.  The recording was carried out as a requirement of a planning 
condition on approval for the development (Uttlesford Planning Ref. 
UTT/12/5539/FUL).

The farm house is of early to mid-19th century date but retains little of intrinsic historic 
interest, having been refurbished extensively in the past.  The only feature of note is a 
repositioned stone screen from a London church, which is of mid-19th century date 
and has been reutilised as a decorative feature.  

Analysis confirmed the list description of the barn as of probable 16th century date. 
This can be refined on the basis of carpentry and construction to the latter part of the 
century, and possibly into the early 17th century. The granary floor and staircase are 
probably secondary insertions, but of broadly contemporary date. The building uses 
much recycled timber from a medieval building, and has suffered little physical 
alteration since its creation. 

"��4�'��0��� �%/���09��<(� 29th September 2016 
"������ �9��<�%?@�@A(� N 1������9��<�%?@�@A(� Y
"8���:7���� 6791 �����'�0�� FLHM16
�$&���/�&��4�'�� Historic building recording  
����� ���� � Grade II listed barn 
	����������0�� �� Private residence and barn 
"�����0�0�����&:���� Construction of link between barn and dwelling 
!����/������ �%B0��� (� 16th century barn later converted for use as granary using 

medieval timbers 
��3��/�'����/��0 �%B0��� (� n/a
��!?�5���!5"��!��
	����$@�� ���'�@�"��� �� Essex Uttlesford  Felsted 
���@��!��/�������� Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) 
"� ��'�0��%�/�<��9�(� -
������/� ���� c.200m2

���� TL 70741 20152 
���3������%:��@:�C(� c.70m AOD 
��!?�5��5��"�!� �

���/��  ��0�7$� Richard Havis, Senior Historic Environment Advisor, Place 

Services 
"��4�'�� �&���� ��@ �%"�(� Lauren Wilson 
1��0�0�7$� Mr & Mrs Stanger 
1���������� Helpestons Manor, Hollow Road, Felsted, Essex; Historic 

building recording�
������ � Wilson, L. & Prosser, L. 
��&������8� 5237 
����%�/���&���(� October 2016 
�
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SUMMARY 

In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out historic building 
recording at Helpestons Manor, Hollow Road, Felsted, Essex (NGR: TL 70741 
20152).  It is proposed to extend and alter the current dwelling, convert the listed 
barn to domestic use and erect a link extension between barn and dwelling, erect 
a garden shed and a cartlodge.  The recording was carried out as a requirement 
of a planning condition on approval for the development (Uttlesford Planning Ref. 
UTT/12/5539/FUL).

The farm house is of early to mid-19th century date but retains little of intrinsic 
historic interest, having been refurbished extensively in the past.  The only 
feature of note is a repositioned stone screen from a London church, which is of 
mid-19th century date and has been reutilised as a decorative feature.

Analysis confirmed the list description of the barn as of probable 16th century 
date. This can be refined on the basis of carpentry and construction to the latter 
part of the century, and possibly into the early 17th century. The granary floor and 
staircase are probably secondary insertions, but of broadly contemporary date. 
The building uses much recycled timber from a medieval building, and has 
suffered little physical alteration since its creation. 

+� 
�������
���
�
,8,� �����&��:7���-*,2���'������3�'����������� ���0� %��(�'�����0������� ����'�
7���0��3���'��0��3�������&� ��� �!����;������9����0;�1�� ��0;��  �C�%��������
)*)+,� -*,.-D� 1�3 8� ,� ��0� -(8� � ��� � � &��&� �0� ��� �C���0� ��0� ������ ���� '�������
09�����3;� '������� ���� �� ��0� 7���� ��� 0�:� ��'� � �� ��0� ���'�� �� ���<� �C��� ����
7��9����7������0�09�����3;����'����3��0��� ��0���0���'�����03�8��������'��0��3�
9� � '�����0� ���� � � �� ��=����:���� �/� �� &������3� '��0������ ��� �&&������ /��� ����
0�����&:���� %����� /��0� "������3� ��/8� ���@,-@..�5@1��(;� 9��'�� �� �� ��=���� �
��'������3�'���:��������3��/�3����09��< 8��
�
,8-� ���� &��4�'�� 9� � '�����0� ���� ��� �''��0��'��9���� �� 7���/� �  ��0� 7$� �  �C�
	����$�	���'��E ��� ����'��������:�����0�� ��� %�		����;� 0���0�-+��� 1�7����$�
-*,2(;���0��� &�'�/�'������'�:&���0�7$����%0���0�.���F��$�-*,2(���0��&&����0�7$�
�����		����8��,8-� ���� &��3��::�� �/� �� ����'� 7���0��3� ��'��0��3� /����9�0� ����
&��'�0��� � �������0� ��� ���� ��3�� �� ������3�� %��9� �� ����'� ��3���0(� 0�'�:����
Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice, 2006���0�
�� ��'��/��:�0��������	�������0��� �������/�����'������3� � �%	�/�(�Standard and 
Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing 
Buildings or Structures %-*,+(8�������������/���'��0��3�9� ������@���&�� �0�/���0�
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��� ���� ��� 0�'�:��� 8� � ����:���� ���:���� �/� ����9��<�9� � � � �� ����'� 7���0��3�
�&&��� �����0���'��0��3��/�����&��� ��/������� ����'�7���0��3 ����7���//�'��0�7$�����
0�����&:����&��&� �� �&��������0�:����������0���0�����&:���8�
�
Planning policy context 
�
,8�� �������������"������3�"���'$� 1��:�9��<� %�""1�-*,-(�  ���� � ����� ��� ��
&��� ��/������� ����'��������:�������������� �3��/�'��'��7�'�� ���/��������� ����';�
��'������3�'��;� ��'����'������ ��� ���� ��'� ������ �� ���� ������3�� �  �� 8� ���� �""1�
��: ����0������� � �����7���0�����&:����7$��� ����3������&���'�� ���0�0�'� ��� �
�����'��'���� ������ ����'��������:���� ��'�3�� �� �����������3���  �� ����������G
����9�7��� �� ���'�;� ��<�� �''����� �/� ���� 9�0���  �'���;� '�������;� �'���:�'� ��0�
�������:������ 7���/�� � �/� ������3�� '�� ��������;� ��0� ��'�3�� �� ����� �������3����$�
:���3�0� '���3�� :�$�  �:���:� � 7�� ��'�  ��$� �/� ������3�� �  �� � ���� ��� 7��
:��������0� /��� ���� ���3� ���:8� � �����""1� ��=���� � �&&��'����� � ��� 0� '��7�� ����
 �3��/�'��'�� �/� ��$� ������3�� �  ��;� ��'��0��3� �� �  �����3� �����:�$� 7�� �//�'��0� ���
&��&���������������  ��E ��:&�����'����0�����&����������:&�'���/�����&��&� ��8���
�
,8+� ���� �""1� ��: � ��� '�� ����� ��3���0E � ������3�� �  �� � ��� �� :������
�&&��&������ ��� ������  �3��/�'��'�;� 9����  �7 �������� ���:� ��� 0� �3����0� ������3��
�  �� �%�8�8��� ��0�7���0��3 ;� '��0���0�:���:��� (����$�&��:����0�����C'�&�������
'��'�: ���'� �9��������&�7��'�7���/����/���&��&� ������9��3� �����'�� ���������
�/������  ��8�������//�'���/�&��&� �� �������G0� �3����0�������3���  �� �:� ��7��
7����'�0� �3��� �� ����  '���� �/� ��  � ��0�  �3��/�'��'�� �/� ���� �  ��;� 7��� ���G
0� �3����0� ������3�� �  �� � �/� 0�:�� ���7�$� �=���������  �3��/�'��'�� :�$� 7��
'�� �0���0� �74�'��������� �:��&���'�� �� ���� �����������0� �3����08�������""1�
 ���� � ����� �&&��������� � ��� '�&����� ���0��'�� /��:� ���� �� ����'� �������:���;� ���
��'��0� ��0� �0���'�� ���� ��0�� ���0��3� �/� ������3�� �  �� � ��0� ��� :�<�� ��� �
&�7��'�$� ������7��� � � �� ��=����:���� �/� 0�����&:���� :���3�:���8� � ��� �
�&&�������$�  ����0� 7�� ��<��� ��� ��:������ &��&���������� ��� ����  �3��/�'��'�� �/� ��
������3���  �����0�����:&�'���/�����&��&� ��;�&����'�����$�9�������������3���  ���
� ����7���� �8�
�
�
'� �����
��
�����������
���
�
-8,� ������� ��<��9��� ����&� ��� �!������ � ����&����/��:����� :����'�� ����
�/�09�����3 ������'�:&�� ��!����������������0�"$�E �������c.+8�<:� ����G9� ���/�

��������8� ����  ���� � � �''�  �0� /��:� �����9� ���0� ���� �� ���3� 0����;� ���
�����3�:���� :������0� ���  ������0��3� &��&����� ;� ����3�� ���� ��� ��� � �C����;� ��<��
��������� �;�
�$���3���0�����!�������8��
�
-8-� ����7���� � ����0�� ��� �� ��0� %�&&��0�C�,(�7��� ������� �� � �����&�����/���$�
��������� '��0����38� ������� �� ���3�����7���� � �0� '��7�0�� ���&�  �7���3�����$��/�
:�0G,2���'�����$�0���8�
�
�
�
�
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&� ���������	:�
�
��/��:������9� �  ��3��� /��:��� ������$� �/� ������7���  ���'� ;� ��0� ��/����'��9� �
:�0���������	�������0��� �������/�����'������3� � E�%	�/�(�Standard and guidance 
for archaeological desk-based assessments� %-*,+(8� �����/����9��3�:��������9� �
'�� ����0�� �&�����/������  �  :���D�
�
&4+� ��50"�!�!6�5"��$"�"9" � �
�
�8,8,� ����  ���0��0� '��������� �/� ���� <��9�� ��'������3�'���  ��� � ��0� /��0�  &�� �
9������ 1�� ��0� '�:� � /��:� ���� �  �C� �� ����'� �������:���� ��'��0� %����(8��
��3��/�'���� ������ �9������ �� ,<:� ��0�� � �/� ����  ���� ���� �� ��0� ����&&��0�C� -� ��0�
9�������������;���� �� ��� ���0�/��0 �����0� '�  �0������'�����+8-8�
�
&4'� �� �!��5"��"�$�5"��!6�";0�5� !��5� �
�
�8-8,� ����&���'�&��� ���'��/������ ��$&���/����0��'��9� ������  �C���'��0��//�'��
%���(;�7� �0����	���: /��08�����������0�'�:��� ������� ��0�����&&��0�C�����0�
��&��0�'�0����1�3 8��G)8�
�
&4&� ��5!�$"�#� !��5� �
�
�8�8,� ���� &���'�&���  ���'� � /��� ��� � �$&�� �/� ���0��'�� 9���� ���� �  �C� ��'��0�
�//�'��%���(;�7� �0����	���: /��0;���0���E ��9����G��� ����7���$8����&�7�� ��0�
 ���'� ���3��0��3������  �  :��������;� �'��� �&������ �/���0��������������&��� �
��0�0� <G7� �0��  �  :��� ;�������� ��7����'�� ����08������ ���'� ������� ��0�
�������7�7���3��&�$8�
�
&4-� �0��9���$��6�
�
�8+8,� ���� ����9� ��� ���0��������-5�����&��:7���-*,2������0��������0����<������
��'���'��� ��0���'������3�'��� ����$ � ;� ����0��9��3���0�&����3��&��'�9��<8�����
9������� 0� '��&����� ��0� &����3��&��'� ��'��0��3�9� � '�����0� ���� 7$� ����"��  ���
��0� ���������� ��� 9����� ���� 0��9��3� 9��<� 9� � '�:&����0� 7$� #������� ����$8�
1�����&��� ;� �'���� ���0���������� �7� �0��&���0��9��3 �&����0�0�7$�����'������
������'��0�0�9�������������� �%1�3 8�6G,,(8�
�
�8+8-� ���� &����3��&��'� ��'��0��3� 9� � '��0�'��0� � ��3�:�0��:� /��:��� %+8.� C�
2':(�7��'<���0�9�����/��:�/������3G���:���'������ ����3����0���'��0�0������C�������
���9 � ��0� 3������� ���������  ��� 8� ��� � ����� �0� �� H��I�� 
����'�� ����� '�:����
9���� 2-::� ��� � ��0� ��/��0� �".� ���� +**� /��:8� 1����� ��'����'������ 0������ 9� �
'�&����0�� ��3��.::�7��'<���0�9�����/��:8�	������&����3��&� �9������<���� ��3�
��	�����,***�0�3���������'�:���� %,*�:�3�&�C�� (;� 0�&��'����3� ����7��'<���0�
9����� &����3��&�$8���&&��:�����$� '������ &����3��&�$�9� � '�&����0� ��� �.::�
�<��'���:�� '������ ���� &����'$� /��:8� �C������� ��3����3� ��0� 9������� '��0����� �
9���� /������� ���� ��:���/� ���� ����$8��� '����9� �� �0�9��������&�  �7��;���0���
/�� ��9� ��:&��$�0�/������������ ��� 8���&�'���������0�C��/�����0�3�����&����3��&�$�
��0� ���'��0�'������&���� �������'��0�0�7���9���3������9������'������&��� �%1�38�6�
J�,*(8�
�
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DP 1 

Front elevation of Building 1, taken from the south-
east. 

 DP 2 

Entrance porch of Building 1, taken from the south-
east. 

DP 3 

Bay window on the front elevation of Building 1, 
taken from the east. 

 DP 4 

Door knocker on the front door of Building 1, taken 
from the south-east. 

DP 5 

Side elevation of Building 1, taken from the south. 

 DP 6 

Church screen inset into Building 1, taken from the 
south-west. 



DP 7 

Service ranges to the rear of Building 1, taken from 
the west. 

 DP 8 

Detail of the brickwork on the service range to the 
rear of Building 1, taken from the south-west. 

DP 9 

Exterior of Building 1 (right) and Building 2 (left), 
taken from the west. 

 DP 10 

Exterior view of Building 1, taken from the north. 

DP 11 

Exterior of Building 2, taken from the east. 

 DP 12 

Gable end of Building 2, taken from the north-east. 
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DP 13 

Gable end of Building 2, taken from the south-west. 

 DP 14 

External view of Building 1 and Building 2, taken 
from the north-west. 

DP 15 

Side elevation of Building 2, taken from the north-
west. 

 DP 16 

Small hatch door on Building 2, taken from the 
south. 

DP 17 

Door on Building 2 giving access to the first floor, 
taken from the south-east. 

 DP 18 

Family room in Building 1, taken from the east. 
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DP 19 

Family room in Building 1, taken from the north. 

 DP 20 

Utility room in Building 1, taken from the north-east. 

DP 21 

Garden room in Building 1, taken from the south. 

 DP 22 

Garden room in Building 1, taken from the north. 

DP 23 

Kitchen in Building 1, taken from the north-west. 

 DP 24 

Door to the basement in Building 1, taken from the 
north-west. 



DP 25 

Study in Building 1, taken from the north-east. 

 DP 26 

Living room in Building 1, taken from the north. 

DP 27 

Living room in Building 1, taken from the east. 

 DP 28 

Front door in Building 1, taken from the north-west. 

DP 29 

Staircase in building 1, taken from the south-east. 

 DP 30 

Dining room in Building 1, taken from the south. 



DP 31 

Dining room in Building 1, taken from the north-
west. 

 DP 32 

Staircase in Building 1, taken from the north-west. 

DP 33 

Lath and plaster visible through a small aperture 
made on the half-landing in Building 1, taken from 
the south-east. 

 DP 34 

Bedroom 3 in Building 1, taken from the north. 

DP 35 

Strap hinges on the door to the basement in 
building 1, taken from the north-west. 

 DP 36 

Stairs to the basement in Building 1, taken from the 
north-west. 
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DP 37 

Safe in the basement of Building 1, taken from the 
east. 

 DP 38 

Basement in Building 1, taken from the north. 

DP 39 

Ceiling in the basement of Building 1, taken from 
the south-west. 

 DP 40 

Cool storage in the basement of Building 1, taken 
from the north-east. 

DP 41 

Basement in Building 1, taken from the south. 
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 DP 42 

Rear of the door to the basement in Building 1, 
taken from the south-west. 
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DP 43 

Interior of Building 2, taken from the south. 

 DP 44 

South wall of the east bay of Building 2, taken from 
the north-west. 

DP 45 

North wall of the east bay of Building 2, taken from 
the south-east. 

 DP 46 

First floor of Building 2, taken from the south-west. 

DP 47 

First floor of Building 2, taken from the south. 

 DP 48 

Granary bin on the first floor of Building 2, taken 
from the west. 
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DP 49 

First floor of Building 2, taken from the north. 

 DP 50 

First floor of Building 2, taken from the north. 

DP 51 

Roof structure in Building 2, taken from the north. 

 DP 52 

Roof structure in Building 2, taken from the east. 

DP 53 

Roof structure in Building 2, taken from the south. 

 DP 54 

Roof structure in Building 2, taken from the west. 
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DP 55 

Detail of the roof apex in Building 2, taken from the 
west. 

 DP 56 

Interior of the outshut of Building 2, taken from the 
south-east. 

DP 57 

Interior of the outshut of Building 2, taken from the 
north-west. 

 DP 58 

Detail of the wall-plate along the exterior wall of the 
outshut of Building 2, taken from the north-east. 

DP 59 

Weather-boarding along the original external wall of 
the main barn in Building 2, taken from the west. 

 DP 60 

North wall of the central bay in Building 2, taken 
from the south-east. 
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DP 61 

Sliding shutter on the north wall of the central bay in 
building 2, taken from the south-east. 

 DP 62 

North wall of the west bay in Building 2, taken from 
the west. 

DP 63 

West wall of the west bay in Building 2, taken from 
the north-east. 

 DP 64 

Carcass of the staircase in Building 2, taken from 
the north-west. 

DP 65 

Staircase giving access to the first floor of Building 
2, taken from the south-east. 

 DP 66 

Staircase giving access to the first floor of Building 
2, taken from the south. 



DP 67 

Bedroom 2 in Building 1, taken from the west. 

 DP 68 

Bedroom 2 in Building 1, taken from the north. 
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DP 69 

Example of bedroom door on the first floor of 
Building 1, taken from the south-east. 

 DP 70 

Bedroom 1 in Building 1, taken from the south. 
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DP 71 

Window on the first floor of Building 1, taken from 
the north-east. 

 DP 72 

Fireplace in the family room in Building 1, taken 
from the south-east. 
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DP 73 

Bell on the exterior of Building 1, taken from the 
north. 

 DP 74 

Wattle grooves on the principal posts in Building 2, 
taken from the south. 
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DP 75 

Wattle grooves on the principal posts in Building 2, 
taken from the east. 

 DP 76 

Wooden hook within the outshut of Building 2, taken 
from the east. 

DP 77 

Scarf joint within the outshut of Building 2, taken 
from the north-east. 

 DP 78 

Inscription on the church screen in Building 1, taken 
from the south-west. 
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DP 79 

Inscription on the church screen in Building 1, taken 
from the south-west. 

 DP 80 

Inscription on the church screen in Building 1, taken 
from the south-west. 
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Fig. 3   Chapman & Andre’s map, 1777

Helpestons Manor, Felsted, Essex (P6791)

SITE

N



Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Not to scale

Fig. 4 Tithe map, 1845
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Fig. 5 OS map, 1875
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Fig. 6 OS map, 1897
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Fig. 7 OS map, 1921
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