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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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(�#< 6���$' � Land East of 14 Fox Burrows Lane, Writtle, Essex.  �

In January 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation of land east of 14 Fox Burrow Lane, Writtle, Essex  (NGR TL 6800 0685). 
The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to 
planning permission for redevelopment of the site comprising the erection of an 
agricultural vehicle workshop and sales building, parking and landscaping 
(Chelmsford City Council Planning Ref. CHL 16/00131/FUL).  The insertion of a 
planning condition was based on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of 
Essex County Council (ECC HEA).  

In the event no archaeological features or finds were present.  The eastern sector of 
the site was disturbed but otherwise had archaeological features been present they 
would have been identified. 

Project dates (fieldwork) January 2017
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work (Y/N/?) N
P. number 6840 Site code WRFB17
Type of project An Archaeological Evaluation
Site status -
Current land use Overgrown
Planned development Residential
Main features (+dates) None
Significant finds (+dates) None
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Essex Chelmsford Writtle
HER/ SMR for area Essex HER
Post code (if known) CM1 3SS
Area of site  c.1.1Ha
NGR TL 6800 0685
Height AOD (min/max) c.29-31mAOD
Project creators
Brief issued by ECC HEA
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Funded by RW Crawford
Full title Land East of 14 Fox Burrows Lane, Writtle, Essex.  An 

Archaeological Evaluation
Authors Barlow, G.
Report no. 5281
Date (of report) January 2017
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SUMMARY 
�
In January 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation of land east of 14 Fox Burrow Lane, Writtle, 
Essex  (NGR TL 6800 0685). The evaluation was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning permission 
for redevelopment of the site comprising the erection of an agricultural 
vehicle workshop and sales building, parking and landscaping 
(Chelmsford City Council Planning Ref. CHL 16/00131/FUL).  The 
insertion of a planning condition was based on the advice of the 
Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County Council (ECC HEA).

The site has an archaeological potential being located to the north of 
the historic settlement area of Writtle, and this settlement has late 
Saxon origins.  The HER records find spots of prehistoric flints, Roman 
pottery sherds and post-medieval tile fragments found to the 
immediate east (EHER 18921-23).  A cropmark of a ring ditch also lies 
to the south east of the site (EHER 18180). An archaeological 
evaluation carried out at the nearby agronomy centre revealed a 
medieval feature and medieval pottery sherds (EHER 14588). 

In the event no archaeological features or finds were present.  The 
eastern sector of the site was disturbed but otherwise had 
archaeological features been present they would have been identified.
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Sample section 1A
0.00 =  30.86m AOD�
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Description:  Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description:  Trench 3 contained made ground/backfill layers relating 
to the known depression on this side of the site. These layers 
contained concrete lumps, modern CBM, plastic and metal objects. 
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Description:  Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description:  Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Sample section 6B
0.00 = 31.16m AOD�
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Description:  Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Site name/Address
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Type of  Work:
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Site Director/Group:���
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Date of Work:���
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Size of Area Investigated:���
'6'��6�

Location of Finds/Curating Museum:��
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Funding source:���
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Further Seasons Anticipated?:�����
�

Related HER Nos:���
�

Land East of 14 Fox Burrows Lane, Writtle, Essex.  An Archaeological Evaluation

Periods Represented:�����
�
�
SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:���
�
In January 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation of 
land east of 14 Fox Burrow Lane, Writtle, Essex  (NGR TL 6800 0685). The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning permission for 
redevelopment of the site comprising the erection of an agricultural vehicle workshop and 
sales building, parking and landscaping (Chelmsford City Council Planning Ref. CHL 
16/00131/FUL).  The insertion of a planning condition was based on the advice of the Historic 
Environment Advisor of Essex County Council (ECC HEA).  

In the event no archaeological features or finds were present.  The eastern sector of the site 
was disturbed but otherwise had archaeological features been present they would have been 
identified. �
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�
Author of Summary:���
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Date of Summary:���
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1
View of site from Fox Burrows Lane. Looking south. 

� 2
View of site looking southeast. 
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View of site looking north. 
� 4

Trench 1. Looking south. 
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Sample section 1A. Trench 1, looking east. 
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Trench 2. Looking north. 
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Sample section 2B. Trench 2, looking west. 
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Trench 3A. Looking north. 
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Sample section 3A. Trench 3A, looking west. 
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Sample section 3B. Trench 3B, looking west. 
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Trench 4. Looking west. 

� 12
Sample section 4B. Trench 4, looking north. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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