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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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-��9!.��,#;! Land between the railway line, St Neots Road and Potton Road, St Neots, 

Cambridgeshire

In October 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a trial trench evaluation on 4.15 
hectares of land between the railway line, St Neots Bypass and Potton Road, St Neots, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 1902 5837). The survey was commissioned to inform and support a 
planning application for a proposed residential development of 79 dwellings on the site.  

An undated ditch was revealed in Trenches 5 (F1016) and 10 (F1002), and an undated pit 
(F1024) was recorded in Trench 5.  Early finds were sparse.  A residual late medieval (14th – 16th

century) sherd was found within Furrow F1054 (Trench 1) and within the topsoil. 

The evaluation revealed furrows associated with a ridge and furrow field system identified during 
the previous geophysical survey.  Though the latter records the furrows extensively across the site 
they were only evident in  Trenches 1, 3, 5 - 6 and 8 – 10.  The furrows consistently contained 
post-medieval (17th – 18th century pottery) and modern (19th – 20th) century pottery. 

The features mapped during the aerial photographic survey (Fig.3b) and geophysical survey (Fig. 
3a) were not readily evident in the trenches.  Only F1004/F1002 (Trench 10) correlated with 
geophysical survey Anomaly No.1.   

-��9!.��'#�!��%8 !�'(��$+ �.��<!��431:�
-�!6 ����(��$�%AB�BC+ N� &����!�(��$� �
-=�,�;<!�� 6706� � �!�.�'! ECB 4785�
�/*!��8�*��9!.� Trial Trenching �
� �!���#��� -�
����!,���#,'���! Agricultural�
-�#,,!'�'!6!��*;!,� Residential
7# ,�8!#���!��%D'#�!�+ Post medieval and modern furrows.  Undated pit, undated ditch 
� 0, 8 .#,��8 ,'��%D'#�!�+ �!� '�#���#�!�;!' !6#��%1����E�1:���.!,���/+�*���!�/�
�%�=�4 ���4" ��!�
���,�/B�� ��� .�B�-#� �� Cambridgeshire Huntingdonshire Eynesbury Hardwicke�
���B��7��8���#�!# Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Record�
-����.�'!�% 8�$,�(,+ -�
Area of site 4.15ha
NGR TL 1902 5837 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.20/30m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s Julie Walker 
Funded by The Banks Trustees 
Full title Land between the railway line, St Neots Road and Potton Road, St 

Neots, Cambridgeshire�
Authors Walker, J. 
Report no. 5214
Date (of report) November 2016 
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In October 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a trial trench 
evaluation on 4.15 hectares of land between the railway line, St Neots Bypass 
and Potton Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 1902 5837). The survey 
was commissioned to inform and support a planning application for a 
proposed residential development of 79 dwellings on the site.

A geophysical survey (Blagg-Newsome 2016) identified four positive trending 
linear anomalies (1-4) that are of potential archaeological significance.  A 
further positive anomaly was observed in the west of the survey area that 
corresponds to an historic field boundary (5). A series of parallel positive linear 
responses of varying amplitudes can be seen in the data (6), which may 
represent ploughed-out medieval ridge and furrow, or alternatively, may 
represent modern plough marks. 

An undated ditch was revealed in Trenches 5 (F1016) and 10 (F1002), and an 
undated pit (F1024) was recorded in Trench 5.  Early finds were sparse.  A 
residual late medieval (14th – 16th century) sherd was found within Furrow 
F1054 (Trench 1) and within the topsoil. 

The evaluation revealed furrows associated with a ridge and furrow field 
system identified during the previous geophysical survey.  Though the latter 
records the furrows extensively across the site they were only evident in  
Trenches 1, 3, 5 - 6 and 8 – 10.  The furrows consistently contained post-
medieval (17th – 18th century pottery) and modern (19th – 20th) century pottery. 

The features mapped during the aerial photographic survey (Fig.3b) and 
geophysical survey (Fig. 3a) were not readily evident in the trenches.  Only 
F1004/F1002 (Trench 10) correlated with geophysical survey Anomaly No.1.    
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� The geophysical survey identified a number of magnetic anomalies that 
appear to be of archaeological origin. Concentrated mainly in the central and 
eastern parts of the survey area, four potential features of archaeological 
origin are represented by positive linear trending anomalies synonymous with 
infilled ditch type features (1-4).  

 A further positive linear trending anomaly in the western portion of the 
site (5) is consistent with an historic ditch boundary observed in the 
Eynesbury Inclosure and OS Maps between 1800 to 1924.  

 A series of close set, parallel positive responses of varying amplitudes 



and lengths were recorded in the data (6), which could represent the remains 
of ridge and furrow cultivation. However, the direction of modern agricultural 
activity on the site corresponds with these anomalies, which could also be 
derived modern plough ruts. A network of seemingly modern field drains were 
also recorded (7)

 Numerous areas of magnetic disturbance and interference were 
recorded (10-13), which may have had the effect of masking responses from 
weaker archaeological anomalies in the affected areas of the site. 

 In the surveyed areas that are free of magnetic disturbance, the overall 
magnetic contrasts seen in the data were small, requiring additional data 
processing (compression) to draw out weaker responses. This would suggest 
that either the truncation of earlier features has occurred or that site formation 
processes, and underlying geological and pedological conditions, were not 
especially conducive to achieving a strong magnetic enhancement of infilling 
materials.  
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This assessment of aerial imagery has indicated that the site contains buried 
remains of pre-modern heritage assets.  

These remains of former settlement enclosures extend to the north of the site, 
where they were previously recorded by Palmer in 2008. They form part of a 
wider multi period archaeological landscape of enclosures, tracks funerary 
monuments and ritual sites which are visible as crop marks in the valley of the 
River Ouse.

Remains of residual medieval ridge and furrow are visible around the site and 
it is likely that the site was ploughed in the medieval period. 
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Sample section 1A 
0.00m = 28.21m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=43;� �1333� ��*�� �=�& �;>�'#�$�0�!/�<��(,>�.�#/�� ���( ���8�!?�!,��

�;#��>���<F#,0��#��8� ,��#,'��..#� �,#��.�#�$=�
3=43;D� �1331� �#���#�=� & �;>� ; '� /!���(>� .�#�$/� .�#/� ( ��� 8�!?�!,��

*#�.�!���8���#,0!�.�#/�� ��=

Sample section 1B: 
0.00m =  28.42m AOD
3=33�E�3=4�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=4�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Description:  Trench 1 contained six furrows (F1046, F1048, F1050, F1052, 
F1054 and F1056) and a modern land drain, F1058. Furrows F1048 and 
F1054 were also recorded in Trench 3. 
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Sample section 2A: 
0.00m = 25.61m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=53;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=53;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1�

Sample section 2B: 
0.00m = 27.54 m AOD
3=33�E�3=53;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=53;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Sample section 3A: 
0.00m =26.73m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=4:;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=4:;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1�

Sample section 3B: 
0.00m =  26.97m AOD
3=33�E�3=53;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1



3=53;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1
Description:  Trench 3 contained Furrows F1040 and F1042.  These furrows 
were recorded in Trench 1 (Furrows F1054 and F1048, respectively).�
�
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Sample section 4A: 
0.00m = 24.53m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=53;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=53;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1�

Sample section 4B: 
0.00m =  24.90m AOD
3=33�E�3=5:;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=5:;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Sample section 5A: 
0.00m = 28.02m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=4:;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=4:;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1�

Sample section 5B: 
0.00m =  27.02m AOD
3=33�E�3=53;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=53;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Description:  Trench 5 contained seven furrows (F1018, F1020, F1022, 
F1026, F1028, F1036 and F1044), Ditch F1016 and Pit F1024.  Ditch F1016 
was also recorded in Trench 10 (F1002).  
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Sample section 6A: 
0.00m = 29.04m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=45;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=45;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1�

Sample section 6B: 
0.00m =  28.95m AOD
3=33�E�3=43;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=43;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Description:  Trench 6 contained Furrows F1030, F1032 and F1034. 
�
��!�8����(��#�!��#<��#�!'��
�
Feature Plan/ Profile 

(dimensions) 
Fill (s) Relationships Finds�
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Sample section 7A: 
0.00m = 27.82m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=54;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=54;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1�

Sample section 7B: 
0.00m =  29.36m AOD
3=33�E�3=4:;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=4:;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 7 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
�
�
	%�!4$�-� %& 0�=�4�F�5+�
�

Sample section 8A: 
0.00m = 25.98m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=4�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=4�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Sample section 8B: 
0.00m =  6.14m AOD
3=33�E�3=52;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=52;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 8 contained Furrows F1060 and F1062.�
�
&����(�&13:3�(#��� ,!#�� ,�*�#,�%1=�3D�G�3=���G�3=32;+>��� !,�#�!'�,�����!#���
B� ������ (!��=� � 
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�
&����(�&13:4�(#��� ,!#�� ,�*�#,�%1=�3D�G�3=�4�G�3=3�;+>��� !,�#�!'�,�����!#���
B�������(!��=� � 
���#'���!!*�� '!��#,'�#���#���(�.�,.#6!�<#�!=�
���8 ��>��13:5>�
(#��#�8 �;>�; '�0�!/�<��(,�� ���.�#/�( ����..#� �,#��.�#�$�#,'�;�'!�#�!��;#��>�
��<F#,0��#��8� ,�=��
��.�,�# ,!'�,��8 ,'�=��
�
�
	%�!4$�<� %& 0�=�4�E�5�)�:+�
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Sample section 9A: 
0.00m = 23.06m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=5:;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=5:;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1



Sample section 9B: 
0.00m = 23.90m AOD
3=33�E�3=4�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=4�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 9 contained Furrow F1014. 
�
&����(�&131��(#��� ,!#�� ,�*�#,�%4=33D�G�3=:2�G�3=3�;+>��� !,�#�!'�,�����!#���
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8� ,�=� ��� 8 ,'�� (!�!� *�!�!,�=� � &131�� (#�� *��� <�/� #� .�,� ,�#� �,� �8� &135��
%��!,.��:+>�<#�!'��,���!�0!�*�/� .#�����6!/>�<���,����<�!�6!'� ,���!,.��13=�
�
�
	%�!4$�&*� %& 0�=�4�E�5�)�:+�
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Sample section 10A: 
0.00m = 26.23m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1

3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Sample section 10B: 
0.00m =  24.61m AOD
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 10 contained undated Ditch F1002 and Furrows F1004, 
F1006, F1008, F1010 and F1012. F1002 was a continuation of F1016 (Trench 
5).
�
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�
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�
Feature Plan/ Profile 

(dimensions) 
Fill (s) Relationships Finds�
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Sample section 11A: 
0.00m = 22.17m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=�3;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1

3=�3;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Sample section 11B: 
0.00m =  24.44m AOD
3=33�E�35�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 11 contained no archaeological features or finds. 

	%�!4$�&�� %& 0�=�4�E�5�)�:+�
�

Sample section 12A: 
0.00m = 21.76m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=52;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1

3=52;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1



Sample section 12B: 
0.00m =  24.19m AOD
3=33�E�3=5:;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=5:;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 12 contained ?Land Drain F1038 

C�#,'� ��# ,� &135�� (#�� � ,!#��  ,� *�#,� %1=�3D� G� 3=�4D� G� 3=12;+>� �� !,�#�!'�
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;�'!�#�!��;#��>���<F#,0��#��8� ,�=���#�!�%�0+>�#, ;#��<�,!�%�0+>�0�#���%40+�#,'�
��7� %5�0+� (#�� *�!�!,�=� � &135�� (#�� *��� <�/� #� ;�'!�,� �#,'� '�# ,� #�� ��!�
�� !,�#� �,��8���!�8!#���!�(#��� ; �#�����������,' ,0�'�# ,�=�
�
�
	%�!4$�&�� %& 0�=�4�E�5+�
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Sample section 13A: 
0.00m = 20.79m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1

3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Sample section 13B: 
0.00m =  22.04m AOD
3=33�E�3=51;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1
3=51;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���!,.��1

Description:  Trench 13 contained no archaeological features or finds�
�

	%�!4$�&+� %& 0�=�4�F�5+�
�

Sample section 14A: 
0.00m = 20.41m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���!,.��1

3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Sample section 14B: 
0.00m =  21.29m AOD
3=33�E�3=55;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=55;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Description:  Trench 14 contained no archaeological features or finds�
�
�
�
�



	%�!4$�&(� %& 0�=�4�F�5+�
�

Sample section 15A: 
0.00m = 20.16m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1

3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Sample section 15B: 
0.00m =  20.71m AOD
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Description: Trench 15 contained no archaeological features or finds�
�
�
	%�!4$�&,� %& 0�=�4�F�5+�
�

Sample section 16A: 
0.00m = 20.05m  AOD 
3=33�E�3=43;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1

3=43;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Sample section 16B: 
0.00m =  19.91m AOD
3=33�E�3=5�;� �1333� ��*�� �=����#<�6!���=1
3=5�;D� �1331� �#���#�=����#<�6!���=1

Description: Trench 16 contained no archaeological features or finds.�
�
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680 Potton Road, St Neots (P6706)
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