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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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���;�4����#�� Land at Pine Lodge and Pinehurst, Gardiners Close, 

Basildon, Essex 

In October 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation of land at Pine Lodge and Pinehurst, Gardiners Close, Basildon, Essex 
(NGR TQ 72064 90412). The evaluation was commissioned by the Anderson Group 
and was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the construction of 43 new dwellings, following demolition of the 
existing two properties. 

The site is situated in the northern part of Basildon, Essex.  Late Bronze Age finds 
were recorded to the north of the site.  Antiquarian observations of a Roman building 
and road to the south-west suggest the presence of a farmstead or villa and 
associated agricultural activity. Medieval farmsteads and moated sites were also 
located to the north, east and southwest of the site.   

The site therefore had a potential for possible prehistoric and Roman archaeology, 
possibly for later remains.  In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological 
features or finds.  No indication of any previous development of the site was identified 
with the exception of modern drainage.  Little evidence of previous truncation 
appeared to have taken place. The results of the investigation suggest that had 
archaeological features been present they would have been preserved.

���3�-��1/����=6��01��� >� October 2016 
���4�������� �=?@�@A>� Y B��������� �=?@�@A>� N
�8���7����� 6070 2����-�1�� BAGC16
�9)���6�)��3�-�� An Archaeological Evaluation 
2������/���� -
��������0/�1����� Rear gardens and woodland (cleared) 
�0/���1�1�4�0�)7���� Construction of 43 new dwellings 
5/���6�/������=C1/���>� -
2����6�-/���6��1��=C1/���>� -
���;�4����4������
�����9@�,�����-�@��/����� Essex Basildon Basildon 
���@�25��6���/��/� Essex HER 
�����-�1��=�6� ����>� SS14 3AN 
���/��6������ c.1.1ha
���� TQ 72064 90412 
��������	,�=7��@7/D>� 30/33m 
���;�4��4��������
.���6������1��9� ECC HEA 
���3�-����)��4����@��=�	>� Zbigniew Pozorski 
B��1�1��9� Anderson Group 
B�00����0�� Land at Pine Lodge and Pinehurst, Gardiners Close, 

Basildon, Essex:  An Archaeological Evaluation�
�������� Pozorski, Z. 
��)������8� 5243
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SUMMARY 

In October 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation of land at Pine Lodge and Pinehurst, Gardiners Close, Basildon, 
Essex (NGR TQ 72064 90412). The evaluation was commissioned by the 
Anderson Group and was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning permission for the construction of 43 new dwellings, 
following demolition of the existing two properties. 

The site is situated in the northern part of Basildon, Essex.  Late Bronze Age 
finds were recorded to the north of the site.  Aniquarian observations of a 
Roman building and road to the south-west suggest the presence of a 
farmstead or villa and associated agricultural activity. Medieval farmsteads 
and moated sites were also located to the north, east and southwest of the 
site.

The site therefore had a potential for possible prehistoric and Roman 
archaeology, possibly for later remains.  In the event the evaluation revealed 
no archaeological features or finds.  No indication of any previous 
development of the site was identified with the exception of modern drainage.  
Little evidence of previous truncation appeared to have taken place. The 
results of the investigation suggest that had archaeological features been 
present they would have been preserved.
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The assessment site is located on a slight rise within a gently undulating 
landscape between the Rivers Crouch and Thames, with relatively isolated 
prehistoric and Roman finds hinting that occupation and activity in this locality 
has yet to be characterised. A late Bronze Age hoard and two socketed axes 
recorded to the north indicate it comprised a prominent feature in the 
prehistoric landscape, while the re-collected antiquarian observations of a 
Roman building and road to the south-west suggest the presence of a 
farmstead or villa and associated agricultural activity in the close vicinity. The 
medieval period saw the development of this agricultural landscape to include 
farmsteads and moated sites significantly to the north, east and southwest of 
the site, with the latter probably forming the nucleus of the village of Basildon. 
The site appears to have remained part of agricultural land under arable 
cultivation until the early 20th century, when small-scale local house 
development included the construction of Pine Hurst and associated 
woodland, with Pine Lodge added in the 1960s. Despite being enveloped by 
the expansion of the new town in the 1960s-1980s, the site has never actually 
been encroached upon by it. 

The proposed development comprises a residential scheme incorporating 
c.42 dwellings distributed evenly around an elongated cul-de-sac. The impact 
of this scheme on any archaeological remains, if present, will be high. 
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Previous ground disturbance on the site is limited to the foundations of two 
existing houses at the southern end of the site, and the effect of root damage 
by the woodland that covers the site. However; the site retains a relatively low 
potential for archaeological remains, with the caveat that the prehistoric and 
Roman periods in the local area are poorly characterised, with significant but 
isolated finds in the vicinity. 
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Sample section 1B (DP 4): north-east end, north-west facing
0.00 = 30.20m AOD�
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Sample section 2A (DP 7): north end, west facing 
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Sample section 2B (DP 8): south end, east facing
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Sample section 3A (DP 11): west end, south facing 
0.00 = 31.17m AOD�
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Sample section 3B (DP 12): east end, north facing
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Sample section 4A (DP 15): north-west end, south-west facing 
0.00 = 31.60m AOD�
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Sample section 4B (DP 16): south-east end, north-east facing
0.00 = 31.79m AOD�
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Sample section 5A (DP 19): north end, east facing 
0.00 = 32.49m AOD�
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Sample section 5B (DP 20): south end, west facing  
0.00 = 32.78m AOD�
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Sample section 6A (DP 23): north end, east facing 
0.00 = 32.86m AOD�
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Sample section 5B (DP 24): south-west end, south-east facing
0.00 = 33.05m AOD�
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SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:���
�
In October 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation of land at Pine 
Lodge and Pinehurst, Gardiners Close, Basildon, Essex (NGR TQ 72064 90412). The evaluation was 
commissioned by Anderson Group and was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to 
planning permission for the construction of 43 new dwellings, following demolition of the existing two 
properties. 

The site is situated in the northern part of Basildon, Essex.  Late Bronze Age finds were recorded to the 
north of the site.  Aniquarian observations of a Roman building and road to the south-west suggest the 
presence of a farmstead or villa and associated agricultural activity. Medieval farmsteads and moated sites 
were also located to the north, east and southwest of the site.   

The site therefore has a potential for possible prehistoric and Roman archaeology, possibly for later 
remains.  In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  No indication of any 
previous development of the site was identified with the exception of modern drainage.  Little evidence of 
previous truncation appeared to have taken place. The results of the investigation suggest that had 
archaeological features been present they would have been preserved.
�

Previous Summaries/Reports:���
��/-��9:��:�#$(&:�Pine Lodge, North of Gardiners Close, Basildon, Essex. An Archaeological Desk-Based 
Assessment, �2���)����&"&*�
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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