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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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���8"(��+�$" Land between the railway line, St Neots Road and Potton Road, St Neots, 

Cambridgeshire�
In September 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic gradiometer survey on 
4.15 hectares of land between the railway line, St Neots Bypass and Potton Road, St Neots, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 1902 5837). The survey was commissioned to inform and support a 
planning application for a proposed residential development of 79 dwellings on the site.  

The survey identified four positive trending linear anomalies (1-4) that are of potential 
archaeological significance.  A further positive anomaly was observed in the west of the survey 
area that corresponds to an historic field boundary (5). A series of parallel positive linear 
responses of varying amplitudes can be seen in the data (6), which may represent ploughed-out 
medieval ridge and furrow, or alternatively, may represent modern plough marks. 

���8"(��'��"��,:&"�'#���- �"6�"$)"��10.9�
��"%&����#����,�?�?@- N� A����"�#���� Trial Trenching�
�;�+�$)"�� 6706� �&�"�(�'" ECB 4785�
�*6"��:�6��8"(� Geophysical Survey�
�&�"������� -�
����"+����+'���" Agricultural�
���++"'�'"%"��6$"+� Residential 
��&+�:"����"��,B'��"�- Four linear anomalies, inc. one ring-ditch feature of probable archaeological 

origin (1-4)
One positive anomaly representing an historic field boundary (5)
Series of varying amplitude positive linear anomalies which may represent 
medieval ridge and furrow or modern plough marks (6)

�& +&:&(�+��:&+'��,B'��"�- -�
�%�;�4 ���4" ��!�
���+�*?��&���&(�?����&�� Cambridgeshire Huntingdonshire Eynesbury Hardwicke�
���?�����:�����"� Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Record�
�����(�'"�,&:��+�#+- -�
Area of site 4.15ha 
NGR TL 1902 5837 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.20/30m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s Mark Blagg-Newsome 
Funded by The Banks Trustees 
Full title Land between the railway line, St Neots Road and Potton Road, St Neots, 

Cambridgeshire�
Authors Blagg-Newsome, M. Bescoby, D. and Peachey, A. 
Report no. 5209 
Date (of report) September 2016 
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In September 2016, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic 
gradiometer survey on 4.15 hectares of land between the railway line, St 
Neots Bypass and Potton Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 1902 
5837). The survey was commissioned to inform and support a planning 
application for a proposed residential development of 79 dwellings on the site.  

The survey identified four positive trending linear anomalies (1-4) that are of 
potential archaeological significance.  A further positive anomaly was 
observed in the west of the survey area that corresponds to an historic field 
boundary (5). A series of parallel positive linear responses of varying 
amplitudes can be seen in the data (6), which may represent ploughed-out 
medieval ridge and furrow, or alternatively, may represent modern plough 
marks.
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+� �"6�"$)"�� 10.9<� ��(��"��� &(��� �����&�+�� ��'� (���&"'� ���� ��
$� +"�&(�  ��'&�$"�"�� ���%"*� �+� 7;.2� �"(���"�� �:� ��+'� )"�#""+� ��"� ��&�#�*�
�&+"<�����"�����*6�����+'������+����'<�����"���<���$)�&' "��&�"� ,�	�����
./01�2345-;����"����%"*�#���(�$$&��&�+"'����&+:��$��+'���66������6��++&+ �
�66�&(��&�+�:�����6��6��"'��"�&'"+�&���'"%"��6$"+���:�5/�'#"��&+ ���+���"��&�";�
)��"'��+���"��'%&("��:���$)�&' "��&�"����+�*����+(&���&����&(��+%&��+$"+��
�"�$�,�������-;
�
.;1� ��"����%"*�#���(���&"'����� &+��((��'�+("�#&�����)�&":� &���"'�)*�����
���� ,19����6�&�� 10.9-<��+'����6"(&:&(��&�+�(�$6&�"'�)*���� ,19���C��*�10.9-�
�+'� �66��%"'� )*� ���� ���;� ��"�  "�6�*�&(��� ���%"*� #��� (���&"'� ���� &+�
�((��'�+("� #&��� ��"� �&����&(� �+ ��+'� '�(�$"+�� Geophysical Survey in 
Archaeological Field Evaluation ,1003-<� �+'� �
:�<� The use of Geophysical 
Techniques in Archaeological Evaluations��+'�CIfA Standards and Guidance 
for Archaeological Geophysical Survey (2014).�

Objectives�
�
.;4� ��"� &+%"��& ��&�+� �:� ��"� �&�"� )*�  "�6�*�&(��� ���%"*� #��� '"�& +"'� ���
'"�"�$&+"���"�+����"<�"D�"+���+'��& +&:&(�+("��:���)!���:�("�:"����"��&+���'"��
���&+:��$��+'���� "��:����"����&�����"+(��"%�����&�+��:���"��&�";�



Planning policy context�
�
.;7� ��"� ���&�+��� ���++&+ � ���&(*� A��$"#���� ,���A� 10.1-� ����"�� �����
����"�6������:���"��&����&(�"+%&��+$"+���������%"��& +&:&(�+("�)"(���"��:���"&��
�&����&(<� ��(��"��� &(��<� ��(�&�"(������ ��� ���&��&(� &+�"�"��� ��"� �"�&�� "� ���"��;�
��"����A��&$�����'"�&%"�������&+�)�"�'"%"��6$"+��)*�"+���&+ ������6��&(&"��
�+'� '"(&�&�+�� ����� (�+("�+� ��"� �&����&(� "+%&��+$"+�� �"(� +&�"� ����� �"�&�� "�
���"��� ��"� �� +�+!�"+"#�)�"� �"����("<� ���"� �((��+�� �:� ��"� #&'"�� ��(&��<�
(�������<� "(�+�$&(� �+'�"+%&��+$"+���� )"+":&��� �:� �"�&�� "� (�+�"�%��&�+<� �+'�
�"(� +&�"������ &+�"��& "+��*�$�+� "'�(��+ "�$�*���$"�&$"��)"�+"("����*� &:�
�"�&�� "����"�����"� ���)"�$�&+��&+"'� :��� ��"� ��+ � �"�$;� ���"����A��"=�&�"��
�66�&(��&�+�� ��� '"�(�&)"� ��"� �& +&:&(�+("� �:� �+*� �"�&�� "� ���"�<� &+(��'&+ � &���
�"��&+ � �����$�*�)"��::"(�"'� &+�6��6���&�+� ��� ��"����"�E�� &$6����+("��+'� ��"�
6��"+�&���&$6�(���:���"�6��6����;���
�
.;2� ��"� ���A� �&$�� ��� (�+�"�%"� �+ ��+'E�� �"�&�� "� ���"��� &+� �� $�++"��
�66��6�&��"������"&���& +&:&(�+("<�#&�����)���+�&������$����'"�& +��"'��"�&�� "�
���"��� ,&;";� �&��"'� )�&�'&+ �<� �(�"'��"'� $�+�$"+��-� �+�*� 6"�$&��"'� &+�
"D("6�&�+��� (&�(�$���+("�� #�"+� ��"� 6�)�&(� )"+":&�� �:� �� 6��6����� ���#"& ���
��"� (�+�"�%��&�+� �:� ��"� ���"�;� � ��"� "::"(�� �:� 6��6������ �+� +�+!'"�& +��"'�
�"�&�� "����"���$����)"�)���+("'�� �&+�����"��(��"��:�������+'��& +&:&(�+("��:�
��"� ���"�<� )��� +�+!'"�& +��"'� �"�&�� "� ���"��� �:� '"$�+����)�*� "=�&%��"+��
�& +&:&(�+("�$�*�)"�(�+�&'"�"'���)8"(�������"���$"�6��&(&"���������"��������"�
'"�& +��"';���"����A�����"��������66����+&�&"�����(�6���"�"%&'"+("�:��$���"�
�&����&(� "+%&��+$"+�<� ��� �"(��'� �+'� �'%�+("� ��"� �+'"����+'&+ � �:� �"�&�� "�
���"��� �+'� ���$��"� ��&�� 6�)�&(�*� �%�&��)�"� &�� �� �"=�&�"$"+�� �:� '"%"��6$"+��
$�+� "$"+�;���&���66����+&�*������'�)"����"+� &+���$�++"��6��6���&�+��"����
��"��& +&:&(�+("��:����"�&�� "����"���+'����&$6�(���:���"�6��6����<�6���&(�����*�
#�"�"����"�&�� "����"��&�����)"�����;�
�
�
�� ������	����)�	����	��
�
1;.� ��"� �&�"� &�� ��(��"'� �+� ��"� �����!"���"�+� "' "� �:� ��� �"���<�
)��+'"'� ��� ��"� #"��� )*� ��"�$�&+� ��&�#�*� �&+"<� ��� ��"� ������ )*� ��"� ����"����
�*6���� �+'� ��� ��"� +����� "���� )*� �����+� ���';���
�� &�� �� :&"�'� &+����)�"���"<�
#&�����'"+�"���""�)"������+ �&��������"�+��+'�+�����"���"�+�"' "�;���"� �6"+�
��"���:� ��"�:&"�'�"D�"+'�������$"�7;.2��;�� �
�
1;1� ��"� �&�"� �&"�� ��� (;10!40$� ���<� ���6&+ � �6#��'�� ��� ��"� +����� "���;��
��"� ���&'� "��� *� &�� �D:��'� ���*<� #&��� ��6"�:&(&��� ���"� %���"*�  ��%"��� ���
��"�#"��;�
�
�
�� ��������������������	���������=�������
�
4;.� ��"� �&�"� �&"��#&��&+� �+� ��"�� �:� ��(��"��� &(���6��"+�&��<�#�"�"��+�#+�
"D�"+�&%"�"%&'"+("��:�$���&!6"�&�'� ��+'�(�6"��(�&%&�*� &�� 6�"�"+��'��&+ � :��$�
��"�6�"�&����&(��+'���$�+�!��&�&���6"�&�'�;��
�



4;1� �"���&��&(� �(�&%&�*� ���� )""+� �"(��'"'� (���"� ��� ��"� �&�"� )��� �66"����
�"���&(�"'������"���"����:� ��%"��&$$"'&��"�*��'8�("+�����#��"�(����"�<�#&�����
�"���&��&(� :�&+�� #���&+ � �&�"� �+'� :�&+�� ���":�(��� �"(��'"'� (;300$� ��� ��"�#"���
�'8�("+����� ��"��&%"��	�"������"�,����00455<�.0./3���+'����.242-<��+'�
�"���&��&(� 6"�:����"'� ��$$"�!���+"�� (;300$� ��� ��"� +����� �'8�("+�� ��� ��"�
�"+� �����<� �� ��&)����*� �:� ��"� �&%"�� 	�"��� ���"� ,���� 00707-;� A����"��
�"���&��&(� &$6�"$"+�����%"� )""+� :��+'�"��"#�"�"� &+� ��"�%&(&+&�*��:� ��"��&�"�
,����002.7-;�
�
4;4� ��"�&����&(�$�+�$"+�����"�6�"�"+���+� ��"� �"���("� ��%"����:� ��"����"��
��� � ��"� � #"��;� � ��(��"��� &(��� � &+%"��& ��&�+�� � �+'� � �"�&��� 6���� ��6�&(�
���"��$"+��� ,���� ���.97/<� ���1741� �+'� ���.97.-� ��%"� &'"+�&:&"'� �+�
��"�� �:� $�+�$"+���� ("�"$�+&��� �+'� :�+"���*� �"��&��&(� �(�&%&�*;� � � ��"� $����
�& +&:&(�+�� "�"$"+�� �:� ��&�� ��+'�(�6"� (�$6�&�"�� �� (������ $�+�$"+�� #&���
"���"�+<� �����"�+� �+'� +����"�+� �"(�&�+�� ,���� 09.20<� ���.5959� �+'�
..95.-;�� �� ��+ � )����#� ,���0043.-<��"+ &:��$��&+ �'&�(��,����00459-<�:&"�'�
�*��"$� ,���� 0293/-<� �+'� :�&+�� �(���"�� ,���� .0./3�-� ��%"� ����� )""+�
�"(��'"';���:�&+���(���"���:��"��&��&(?���+F"�� "�'��"����������)""+� �"(��'"'�
,���� 00775-<� ��� ��%"� 6���&)�"� �"��&��&(� :"����"�� ��� ��+��:� �(����� ,����
���.54/2-<� �� '��)�"� "+(�����"� ,�������.59/5-� �+'��"��&��&(� 6&��� ,����
���.59/3-;�
�
4;7� ��+�$"+���� �+'� �"���"$"+�� ��(��"��� *� �:� ���+F"� � "� '��"� ���<��
�&�"�� ��"���"��&��&(��"%&'"+("<��������)""+�� �"(��'"'���+�� ��"�� �&%"�� ��%"����:�
��"� �&%"�� 	�"��� ���";� � ���+F"� � "� �&+ � '&�(�"�� ��%"� )""+� �"(��'"'� )*�
"D(�%��&�+� ,���� .0./3G� ���.2313-� �+'� ��� (��6$�����,����945G�00495-<�
#�&�"� ��+"'��+'� �+��+"'�(�"$��&�+�� ,�������.5504G� 0043.G� ..95.-<� �+'�
�+� "+(�����"� �+'� :�&+�� �(���"�� ,�������.5507��+'�00775-���%"������)""+�
�"(��'"';�
�
4;2� 
��+�� "�6���"�*<�6������"���+'�:"����"����%"�)""+��"(��'"'��+'"����"�
��"���:���"��"�(����6"�����"�,����.0./3<����.2312��+'����414-;�A&+'���:�
��&��'��"���%"�)""+�$�'"�&+� ��"���"���:� ��"���&(��&���������"�,����00704�-;�
�*+"�)��*� A&"�'�� &�� ��"� ��(��&�+� �:� �+� "D�"+�&%"� "���*� 
��+� � "� ��� ��$�+�
"+(�����"� �*��"$� �+'� 6���&)�"� �"+ &:��$� $�+�$"+�� ,���� 0293/-;� ���"�
���+F"�� "� ��� 
��+�� "� :"����"����%"�)""+��"(��'"'�������:��'����'�,����
���.234.-��+'� �� ���"� �� ���"� ���+F"�� "?"���*� 
��+�� "� 6&�� ��& +$"+�� ����
)""+� �"(��'"'� ��� � ��"� � #"��� � ,���� � ���.5507-;� � ���"�� � :&+'�� � &+(��'"��
6���"�*��,���.0./3�-;�
�
4;9� 
+%"��& ��&�+��&+��'%�+("��:�6��6��"'�'"%"��6$"+�������"�+�����"�����:�
��"� (���"+�� �&�"� ��%"� �"%"��"'� �+� "D�"+�&%"�*� ��&�&�"'� 
��+� � "?��$�+�
��+'�(�6"<� #&��� ������ �"���"$"+��� �+'� � �&(�������� "D6��&���&�+� ,����
���4017-;��� ���6$������'8�("+����� ��"�(���"+��"D(�%��&�+���"��#"�"����#+�
��� )"� $��"� "D�"+�&%"� ���+� 6�"%&����*� ���� ��<� �+'� $�*� "D�"+'� &+��� ��"�
(���"+�� '"%"��6$"+�� ��"�� ,���0//51-;�
�
4;5� ��$�+�� �&(��������'&�(�"���+'��� ���(�#�*���%"�)""+��"(��'"'���� ��"�
#"��� �:� ��"� ���"��$"+�� �&�"� ,���� ..9.57<� ���.2/20� �+'����.5502-<�
)��� ��"� 6�&+(&6��� ��"�� �:� ��$�+� �(�&%&�*� �66"���� ��� )"� ��� ��"� +����� �:� ��"�



���"��$"+���&�"<�$�%&+ ��#�*� :��$� ��"� :���'6��&+� �+'� �+� � ��� � ��"� � �& �"���
���6"��� �:�� ��"�� �&%"��� %���"*;�� ��+"��"�"��<� �������((�6��&�+�"%&'"+("�,����
00704<����94.<�..95.���+'�.03/3-�$�*��"���"������%&����"����"�:����"�������"�
#"��;� ���+F"� (�&+�� �:� �"�6��&�+� ,���� 00432-<� �"�&'���� ��"�'�� �:� ��$�+�
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Agricultural Features 
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Fig. 1 Site location
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Fig. Inclosure map, 18007
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Fig. OS map, 18898
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Fig. OS map, 19009
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Fig. OS map, 192410
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Fig. OS map, 197011
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Fig. 1 OS map, 19832
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