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Land North of The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire

In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological trial trench 
on land north of The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5887 7471).  The evaluation 
was undertaken to provide information in advance of the determination of a planning application 
for the proposed construction of a residential development of approximately 90 dwellings.  The 
evaluation was required based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic 
Environment Team (CCC HET)

Following a geophysical survey, the trial trenching only picked up some of the identified furrows 
in Trenches 12 – 15.  The footpath was not evident in Trench 11, nor was the L-shaped 
anomaly in Trenches 7 and 8.  Archaeological features were recorded at the eastern end of the 
site in Trenches 13, 14 and 15.  Prehistoric, Roman, medieval, post-medieval and modern 
features were recorded.

The earliest features date from the Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age (LBA – EIA) and were 
recorded in Trenches 13 and 14.  They comprise discrete features, Pits F1012 (Trench 13) and 
F1034 (Trench 14); Ditch F1021 (Trench 13) and an unusual Metalled Surface F1018 (Trench 
13).  Pits F1034 and F1012, 16 and 40 sherds respectively, and the prehistoric features 
produced associated finds of struck flint and animal bone 

The Roman and medieval periods were represented by single features: Ditch F1048 (Trench 
14) and Ditch F1046 (Trench 14), respectively.  Post-medieval and modern ditches and furrows 
were recorded in Trenches 13, 14 and 15.
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In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench on land north of The Shade, Soham, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5887 7471).  The evaluation was undertaken to 
provide information in advance of the determination of a planning application 
for the proposed construction of a residential development of approximately 
90 dwellings.  The evaluation was required based on the advice of 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (CCC HET) 

Following a geophysical survey, the trial trenching only picked up some of the 
identied furrows in Trenches 12 – 15.  The footpath was not evident in Trench 
11, nor was the L-shaped anomaly in Trenches 7 and 8.

Archaeological features were recorded at the eastern end of the site in 
Trenches 13, 14 and 15. Prehistoric, Roman, medieval, post-medieval and 
modern features were recorded. 

The earliest features date from the Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age (LBA – 
EIA) and were recorded in Trenches 13 and 14.  They comprise discrete 
features, Pits F1012 (Trench 13) and F1034 (Trench 14); Ditch F1021 (Trench 
13) and an unusual Metalled Surface F1018 (Trench 13).  Pits F1034 and 
F1012, 16 and 40 sherds respectively, and the prehistoric features produced 
associated finds of struck flint and animal bone  

The Roman and medieval periods were represented by single features: Ditch 
F1048 (Trench 14) and Ditch F1046 (Trench 14), respectively.  Post-medieval 
and modern ditches and furrows were recorded in Trenches 13, 14 and 15. 
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The geophysical survey has identified several anomalies which could 
be of archaeological origin. These were six parallel NE-SW positively trending 
linear magnetic responses consistent with the remains of ridge and furrow (1). 
These appear to respect a footpath (2), which could indicate an older origin 
for this anomaly. A very weak, negative linear anomaly forming an inverted ‘L’ 
shape (3), might also be of archaeological significance. 

  In the most northern field in the survey area (Field A), a series of 
weakly NE-SW positive linear trending anomalies were observable in the data 



(4). The parallel and weakly positive nature of these anomalies is suggestive 
of modern ploughing activity. Three further very faint and narrow positive 
anomalies may relate to field drainage (5, 6 & 7). 

  The relatively clear magnetic contrasts seen in the data indicate that 
the underlying geology and site formation processes were conducive to 
magnetic gradiometer survey. However, there were areas of the site which 
could not be surveyed due to standing vegetation, as well as large areas of 
magnetic interference around the site boundaries (9, 10) and areas of 
disturbed ground (8).  All of these could have inhibited the recognition of 
further anomalies of archaeological origin. 
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Sample section 1A: 
0.00m = 6.76m  AOD 

Sample section 1B: 
0.00m =  6.68m AOD



Description:  Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Sample section 2A: 
0.00m = 6.70m  AOD 

Sample section 2B: 
0.00m = 6.79 m AOD

Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds. 

Sample section 3A: 
0.00m =6.38 m  AOD 

Sample section 3B: 
0.00m =  6.63m AOD

Description:  Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Sample section 4A: 
0.00m = 6.11m  AOD 

Sample section 4B: 
0.00m =  6.46m AOD

Description:  Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds. 



Sample section 5A: 
0.00m = 5.81m  AOD 

Sample section 5B: 
0.00m =  6.41m AOD

Description:  Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Sample section 6A: 
0.00m = 5.65m  AOD 

Sample section 6B: 
0.00m =  6.04m AOD

Description:  Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds. 

Sample section 7A: 
0.00m = 5.40m  AOD 

Sample section 7B: 
0.00m =  5.88m AOD

Description:  Trench 7 contained no archaeological features or finds. 



Sample section 8A: 
0.00m = 5.92m  AOD 

Sample section 8B: 
0.00m =  6.14m AOD

Description:  Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Sample section 9A: 
0.00m = 6.90m  AOD 

Sample section 9B: 
0.00m = 6.84 m AOD

Description:  Trench 9 contained no archaeological features or finds. 

Sample section 10A: 
0.00m = 6.91m  AOD 

Sample section 10B: 
0.00m =  6.87m AOD

Description:  Trench 10 contained no archaeological features or finds. 



Sample section 11A: 
0.00m = 6.57m  AOD 

Sample section 11B: 
0.00m =  6.67m AOD

Description:  Trench 11 contained no archaeological features or finds. 

Sample section 12A: 
0.00m = 6.54m  AOD 

Sample section 12B: 
0.00m =  6.55m AOD

Description:  Trench 12 contained four furrows which were recorded in plan 
but not excavated. 

Sample section 13A: 
0.00m = 6.81m  AOD 

Sample section 13B: 
0.00m =  6.57m AOD



Description:  Trench 13 contained seven ditches (F1007, F1010, F1014, 
F1016, F1021, F1023 and F1026), three furrows (F1005, F1028 and F1030), 
Pit F1012, and a metalled surface, F1018.  Pit F1012 contained a large 
assemblage of Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age pottery (40; 934g), and 
Ditch F1021 contained Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age pottery (4; 16g).    
Metal Surface F1018 contained a sherd of Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age 
pottery.  Furrow F1028 contained a residual sherd of Roman pottery, and 
Ditch F1023 contained a medieval sherd, possibly also residual.  Ditches 
F1007 and F1014 contained post-medieval / modern (18th – 20th century) 
pottery, as did Furrow F1030. The other features were undated. 

Feature  Plan/  Profile  
(dimensions) 

Fill (s)  Relationships  Finds



Feature  Plan/  Profile  
(dimensions) 

Fill (s)  Relationships  Finds



Sample section 14A: 
0.00m = 6.46m  AOD 

Sample section 14B: 
0.00m =  6.66m AOD

Description:  Trench 14 contained Pit F1034, five ditches (F1034, F1038, 
F1042, F1046 and  F1048), Furrow F1036, and two irregular hollows, L1040 
and L1044.  The most securely dated features were Pit F1034 which 
contained Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age pottery, Ditch F1046 which 
contained an assemblage of medieval (13th – 15th century) pottery, and Ditch 
F1048 which contained Roman pottery.  Ditch F1032 and Hollow F1040 each 
contained a sherd of Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age pottery, and Hollow 
F1044 contained a sherd of medieval (13th – 14th century) pottery. The sherds  
within Ditch F1032 was likely residual and derived from the pit below.



Feature  Plan/  Profile  
(dimensions) 

Fill (s)  Relationships  Finds

Sample section 15A: 
0.00m = 6.74m  AOD 

Sample section 15B: 
0.00m =  6.17m AOD







Research Potential



East Anglia Sheet 52°N-00° 1:250,000 Series 
Quaternary Geology. 



Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Evaluation, 

Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England. 

Research and Archaeology Revisited: a revised 
framework for the East of England

Soil Survey of England and Wales: Soils of South East England 
(sheet 4). 

Soil Survey of England and Wales: Legend for the 1:250,000 Soil 
Map of England and Wales 









Andrew Peachey  MCIfA 

Andrew Peachey MCIfA 

c

c



italicised
Class

West Harling

c c

Total
F  W  
3  29  
20  79  
45  904  

Total  40  930  28  82  68  1016  



Class I
Class IV
Class I

West Harling I

c

c



Bibliography

Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society

Changing Perspectives on 
the First Millenium BC

Borderlands: the Archaeology of the Addenbrooke’s Environs, 
South Cambridge

The Iron Age in Northern East Anglia New Work in 
the Land of the Iceni

Process and History: Prehistoric communities at Colne Fen, Earith



Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society

Antiquaries Journal

Archaeological Journal

Marshland Communities and Cultural Landscape: The 
Haddenham Project Volume II

Excavations at Stonea, Cambridgeshire 1980-85

Late Iron Age, Roman, Saxon And Medieval Occupation At 
The Former Church Hall Site, High Street, Soham: Archaeological Excavation 
Research Archive Report

Halstead Lodge, 4 White 
Hart Lane, Soham, Cambridgsehire, An Archaeological Evaluation

Land North East of Fordham Road, Soham, Cambridgeshire: 
Research Archive Report



Peter Thompson 





Table 3: Quantification of pottery by context 

 Research Group Occasional Paper No. 1 

Medieval Pottery Research Group Occasional Paper 2

East Anglian Archaeology



Andrew Peachey  MCIfA 

Andrew Peachey MCIfA 

Total  57  2587

Methodology

The Roman CBM 



The late post-medieval to early modern CBM 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4
Fig. 1   Site location plan

The Shade, Soham, Cambridgeshire (P6747)

SITE

Reproduced from the Ordnance2012
Survey 1:25000 map with the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery
Office. Crown copyright
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence number 100036680
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