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This report is confidential to the client. Archaeological Solutions Ltd accepts no 
responsibility or liability to any third party to whom this report, or any part of it, is made 
known. Any such party replies upon this report entirely at their own risk. No part of this 

report may be reproduced by any means without permission. 
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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project name Oaklands School, Loughton, Essex

In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on land adjacent to Warren Hill, Loughton, Essex IG10 4RA (NGR TQ 
41469 95479).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning permission (on appeal) for a proposed new 34-space car park for 
Oaklands School (Appeal Ref. APP/J1535/W/16/3152795; Epping Forest Council 
Planning Ref. EPF/2774/15). The evaluation was required based on the advice of  the 
Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County Council (ECC HEA) 

The site had a potential for evidence of medieval and post-medieval pottery production 
(including kilns). 
�
The evaluation revealed an undated ditch which contained no finds.  No residual finds, 
in particular medieval or post-medieval pottery, were present within the topsoil.

Project dates (fieldwork) March 2017
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work (Y/N/?) TBC
P. number 7032 Site code LUOS17
Type of project Archaeological Evaluation
Site status -
Current land use School grounds
Planned development Car park
Main features (+dates) Undated ditch
Significant finds (+dates) None
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Essex Epping Forest Loughton
HER/ SMR for area Essex Historic Environment Record
Post code (if known) -
Area of site  0.3ha
NGR TQ 41469 95479
Height AOD (min/max) c.38m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Essex County Council 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Funded by The Oak-tree Group of Schools
Full title  Land adjacent to Warren Hill, Oaklands School, Loughton, 

Essex.  An archaeological evaluation
Authors Muir, T.
Report no. 5340
Date (of report) March 2017
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SUMMARY 
�
In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land adjacent to Warren Hill, 
Loughton, Essex IG10 4RA (NGR TQ 41469 95479).  The evaluation was 
carried out in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission (on appeal) for a proposed new 34-space car park for 
Oaklands School (Appeal Ref. APP/J1535/W/16/3152795; Epping Forest 
Council Planning Ref. EPF/2774/15). The evaluation was required based 
on the advice of  the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County 
Council (ECC HEA)  

The Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) notes the site lies within 
an area of known medieval and post-medieval pottery production sites 
with an archaeological potential for remains associated with the medieval 
and post-medieval slipware pottery production area (EHER 18370).  
Albion Hill was a post-medieval encroachment into the western edge of 
Epping Forest, shown as being lined by a number of larger properties on 
the 1875 Ordnance Survey map.  The earlier 1777 Chapman and Andre 
map does not show these – the area then appears on the boundary 
between an area of enclosure and a Forest Plain called Fairmaid Bottom.  
Bucket Green is shown on Loughton Street, later the eastern end of Albion 
Hill.

The site therefore had a potential for evidence of medieval and post-
medieval pottery production (including kilns).  
�
The evaluation revealed an undated ditch which contained no finds.  No 
residual finds, in particular medieval or post-medieval pottery, were 
present within the topsoil. 
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0.00 = 40.30m AOD�
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Description: Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.  In 
the centre of the trench, and also present in Trench 2, was a large hollow.  
It contained L1004, a friable, dark grey brown clayish silt with frequent 
wood chip (0.33m thick).   
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Sample section 2C 
0.00 = 38.78.60m AOD�
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Description:  Trench 2 contained undated Ditch F1006.  In the centre of 
the trench, and also present in Trench 1, was a large hollow.  It contained 
L1004, a friable, dark grey brown clayish silt with frequent wood chip 
(0.33m thick).   
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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