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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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%� ;�5��#��!����
%� ;�5���!$�� Church Centre, Churchfields, West Malling, Kent 

In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation by trial trenching at the Church Centre, Churchfields, West Malling, Kent 
(NGR TQ 6780 5754). The evaluation was commissioned by Oberon Prime LLP and 
was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the conversion of the St Marys Church Centre building to 3no 
residential units including extensions and alterations, demolition of a former air raid 
shelter and toilets, and the construction of a two bedroom detached dwelling, access 
and car parking. 

This site is within the outskirts of the historic medieval market town of West Malling 
which may have been an early medieval settlement centred around the Abbey.  St 
Mary's Church may have been a focus for the medieval market town, dating from the 
11th century, and there are indications of prehistoric and Romano-British activity in the 
area. Therefore the site had a potential for prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval 
archaeological remains. 

In the event the evaluation revealed a modern cesspit associated with the former 
school and church centre building.  

 ��7�.��/2����@6��3/���"A� 06-08/02/2017
 ��5��������"�@�B�BCA� N 9���������"�@�B�BCA� N
 ;���<����� 6763 4����.�/�� AS 1870 
�:*���6�*��7�.�� An Archaeological Evaluation 
4������2���� -
��������32�/����� Former church centre, earlier school 
 32���/�/�5�3�*<���� Residential redevelopment to 3no units and construction 

of two bedroom detached dwelling 
12���6�2������@D/2���A� 19th C. cesspit 
4����6�.2���6��/��@D/2���A� -
%� ;�5��� 5!�� ��
�����:B�-�����.�B� 2����� Kent Tonbridge & Malling West Malling 
���B�41��6���2��2� Kent HER 
 ����.�/��@�6�"����A� ME19 6RJ 
���2��6������ 1590m2

���� TQ 6780 5754
��������	-�@<��B<2EA� c.51m
%� ;�5��5��!� ���
����6������/��:� Advice from KCC 
 ��7�.����*��5����B��@ 	A� Zbigniew Pozorski 
9��/�/��:� Oberon Prime LLP  
9�33����3�� Church Centre, Churchfields, West Malling, Kent:  An 

Archaeological Evaluation by Trial Trenching�
�������� Pozorski, Z. 
��*������;� 5318
-2���@�6���*���A� February 2017 
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SUMMARY 

In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation by trial trenching at the Church Centre, Churchfields, West Malling, 
Kent (NGR TQ 6780 5754). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance 
with a planning condition attached to planning permission for the conversion 
of the St Marys Church Centre building to 3no. residential units including 
extensions and alterations, demolition of a former air raid shelter and toilets, 
and the construction of a two-bedroom detached dwelling, access and car 
parking.

This site is within the outskirts of the historic medieval market town of West 
Malling which may have been an early medieval settlement centred around 
the Abbey.  St Mary's Church may have been a focus for the medieval market 
town, dating from the 11th century, and there are indications of prehistoric and 
Romano-British activity in the area. Therefore the site had a potential for 
prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval archaeological remains. 

In the event the evaluation revealed a modern cesspit associated with the 
former school and church centre building.  
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Sample section 1A (DP 4): west end, south-south-west facing 
0.00 = 51.43m AOD�
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Sample section 1B (DP 5): east end, north-north-east facing  
0.00 = 51.46m AOD�
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Sample section 2A (DP 11): west end, south-south-west facing
0.00 = 51.50m AOD�
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Sample section 2B (DP 12): east end, north-north-east facing 
0.00 = 51.59m AOD�
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Sample section 2C (DP 13): south end, east-south-east facing  
0.00 = 51.72m AOD�
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Description: The trench revealed only the foundations (M1019) of the existing 
building. 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680 Church Centre, West Malling, Kent (P6763)
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