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This report is confidential to the client.  Archaeological Solutions Ltd accepts no responsibility or 
liability to any third party to whom this report, or any part of it, is made known.  Any such party 
relies upon this report entirely at their own risk.  No part of this report may be reproduced by any 
means without permission. 
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SUMMARY

AS carried out an archaeological desk-based assessment and trial trench evaluation at the 
Cheylesmore/New Union Street, Coventry in May/June 2004, in advance of proposed 
redevelopment of the site.

The development site lies just to the north of the medieval town wall and also an entrance known as 
the Cheylesmore or Park Gate. The site appears to have been garden plots at the rear of large 
houses facing Little Park Street through much of the medieval and early post-medieval periods. It is 
likely the plots originated from an episode of ‘town planning’ carried out in the earlier 14th 
century, and could possibly be earlier. The cartographic evidence suggests two boundary ditches or 
fences crossed the site, one to the north and one to the south. The northern boundary was built over 
by an engineering works by 1886, but the southern boundary appears to have retained its line up to 
the 1960s when major redevelopment took place. In addition, a house or building is shown on the 
western edge of the site, fronting Cheylesmore Lane with a garden and path to the rear, running 
across the development site. It was built between 1610 and 1748 and demolished or subsumed by 
the factory by 1886. The likelihood of preservation of medieval garden soils and associated pits and 
structures, together with possible property boundaries, was thought to be potentially good. 

The dating evidence from the evaluation is consistent.  The features (pits and gullies) cutting the 
natural drift are associated with Late 15th – 17th century  activity in the backplots of the features 
fronting Cheylesmore Lane.  They are likely to have been refuse pits and property boundaries, 
emphasised by the high quantity of domestic waste retrieved from the features.  A stone surface or 
path post-dates the pits and gullies.  It may have been part of a yard surface within the backplots, 
but equally may have formed the post-medieval boundary shown on the 18th  century maps.   The 
depth of post-medieval garden soils (1.5m) is considerable, and comparable to the results of the 
excavation on the western side of the Cheylesmore.  Test-pits observed to the west and north of the 
trench showed similar, if not deeper deposits overlying the natural clay.  The large east-west 
aligned wall located during the trial trenching may have been associated with the southern wall of 
the Cheylesmore Cycle and Auto factory depicted on the 1886 OS map. It is too substantial to have 
been an earlier property boundary, but may have re-used the boundary shown on the 18th century 
maps.  The north-west/south-east aligned brick wall is likely to have been a later addition to this 
factory. 
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for Archaeological Watching Brief Part B (Site-specific, city centre environs�'"7�Brief for Set-Piece 
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Fig. 1 Site Location
Scale: 1:25000

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery
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Fig. 2 Detailed Site Location Plan
Scale: 1:1250
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Fig. S3 peed’s Map of Coventry 1610
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Fig. S4 am Bradford’s Map 1748
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Fig. 5 Lobel’s Map, 1750
Scale: 1:2500
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Fig. 6 OS map, 1886
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Fig. 7 OS map, 1905
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Fig. 8 OS map, 1937
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Fig. 9 OS map, 1951
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Fig. 10 Areas of Possible Archaeological Survival
Scale: 1:1250
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Fig. 12   Site plan and trench location
Scale 1:300


