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This report is confidential to the client. Archaeological Solutions Ltd accepts no 
responsibility or liability to any third party to whom this report, or any part of it, 
is made known. Any such party replies upon this report entirely at their own 

risk. No part of this report may be reproduced by any means without 
permission. 
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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact 

assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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�(�:�4#�$%/�� Oakfields, 126 High Street, Great Barford, Bedford MK44 

3LF
In November and December 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
investigation on land on land at Oakfields, 126 High Street, Great Barford, Bedford MK44 3LF 
(NGR 13275 51575).   
The site lies in an area of archaeological potential for remains of multi-period date. It is located to 
the south west of the historic core of Great Barford (recorded on the Bedford Historic 
Environment Record – HER17150), and the earthworks of a probable medieval moated site lie 
immediately adjacent to the east, closer to the river (HER752).  
Earlier activity is also evident in the immediate area by aerial photographs taken in 2009/10. 
Extensive cropmarks are located close to the north and west of the site, and comprise multiple 
circular, rectilinear and curvilinear enclosures, possible pits and structures.  They remain 
uninvestigated and undated but their form suggests a prehistoric or Romano-British origin, as 
they are comparable to other extensive remains which have been investigated in this part of the 
Ouse valley.  
A preceding archaeological evaluation revealed Late Pre Roman Iron Age Ditches Associated 
finds comprise animal bone, sparse iron fragments and charred plant remains.  The latter 
suggest that the features are on the periphery of a settlement as opposed to within. 
The archaeological excavation confirmed the presence of a complex of later Iron Age ditches and 
a small number of associated pits. These features have yielded and interesting artefactual and 
faunal assemblages, providing insights into the economy and trade links of the local Iron Age 
population. It appears likely that the recorded archaeology relates directly to the cropmarks 
identified in the adjacent field. The results of this excavation provide important information 
regarding the interpretation of those cropmarks. Medieval and post-medieval features were also 
recorded.

���4"0��'��"��<1)"�'#���=� November – December 2016
��"6)����#����<>?�?@=� Y Future work (Y/N/?) N
�(�&�$A"��� 6394 Site code AS1845
�8."��1�.��4"0�� Archaeological Excavation
)�"�������� -
����"&����&'���"� Residential
���&&"'�'"6"��.$"&�� Replacement residential
��)&�1"����"��<B'��"�=�
) &)1)0�&��1)&'��<B'��"�=�
 Project location
���&�8?��)���)0�?����)��� Bedfordshire Bedford Great Barford
���?����1�����"�� Bedfordshire Borough Council Historic Environment  

Record
�����0�'"�<)1��&�#&=� MK44 3LF
��"���1��)�"� c.0.49ha.
���� TL 13275 51575
�") ����	��<$)&?$�C=� c.20m AOD 
Project creators
��)"1�)���"'�A8� Bedford Borough Council Historic Environment Team
���4"0����."�6)���?��<�	=� Archaeological Solutions Ltd
D�&'"'�A8� Alliance Developments Ltd.
D�����)��"� Oakfields, 126 High Street, Gt Barford, Bedford MK44 3LF. 

Archaeological Assessment & Updated Project Design
�������� Mark Blagg-Newsome. Andrew A. S. Newton
�".����&�(� 5267
���"�<�1��".���=� March 2017
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SUMMARY 
�
In November and December 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) 
carried out an archaeological investigation on land on land at 
Oakfields, 126 High Street, Great Barford, Bedford MK44 3LF (NGR 
13275 51575).  It is proposed to demolish the existing detached 
dwelling and outbuildings and erect three detached houses with 
garaging (BBC Planning Reference 12/01625/FUL).   

The site lies in an area of archaeological potential for remains of multi-
period date. It is located to the south west of the historic core of Great 
Barford (recorded on the Bedford Historic Environment Record – 
HER17150), and the earthworks of a probable medieval moated site 
lie immediately adjacent to the east, closer to the river (HER752).

Earlier activity is also evident in the immediate area by aerial 
photographs taken in 2009/10. Extensive cropmarks are located close 
to the north and west of the site, and comprise multiple circular, 
rectilinear and curvilinear enclosures, possible pits and structures.  
They remain uninvestigated and undated but their form suggests a 
prehistoric or Romano-British origin, as they are comparable to other 
extensive remains which have been investigated in this part of the 
Ouse valley. Archaeological investigations on the northern side of the 
High Street at Great Barford have revealed Iron Age features 
including a large triple-ditched boundary at Woodpecker Close (Albion 
Archaeology 2004).

A preceding archaeological evaluation revealed Late Pre Roman Iron 
Age Ditches Associated finds comprise animal bone, sparse iron 
fragments and charred plant remains.  The latter suggest that the 
features are on the periphery of a settlement as opposed to within. 

The archaeological excavation confirmed the presence of a complex 
of later Iron Age ditches and a small number of associated pits. These 
features have yielded and interesting artefactual and faunal 
assemblages, providing insights into the economy and trade links of 
the local Iron Age population. It appears likely that the recorded 
archaeology relates directly to the cropmarks identified in the adjacent 
field. The results of this excavation provide important information 
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regarding the interpretation of those cropmarks. Medieval and post-
medieval features were also recorded. 
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Four trenches were excavated: two each of 30m x 1.6m, one of 45m x 
1.6m and one of 15m x 1.6m.   

The evaluation revealed Late Pre-Roman Iron Age Ditches F1005 
(Trench 1) and F1014 and F1025 (Trench 3), located in the north-
western sector of the site.  Their presence and alignment corresponds 
to the ditches recorded by aerial photography (dated 2009/10) and 
interpreted as possible enclosures and structures to the north of this 
site.  Pit F1017 (Trench 3) also contained Late Pre Roman Iron Age 
pottery.  Though Pit F1017 contained just two pottery sherds, F1005, 
F1014 and F1025 contained 16, 44, and 9 sherds respectively.  
Associated finds comprise animal bone, sparse iron fragments and 
charred plant remains.  The latter suggest that the features are on the 
periphery of a settlement as opposed to within. 

Post-medieval and modern features were also present: Gullies F1019 
(Trench 4) and F1023 (Trench 2). Post Hole F1008 (Trench 1), Pit 
F1021 (Trench 2) and  Brick Foundation M1030 (Trench 1).  Undated 
Post Holes F1010 and F1012 (Trench 1) contained no finds.

Research Potential�

The identification of features potentially representing activity at the 
periphery of a late Iron Age settlement is significant; Oake et al (2007, 
11) indicate that little characterisation of rural settlements of this 
period has been carried out and that related issues, such as 
settlement patterns, are important  but currently poorly understood. 
The current site, therefore, has the potential to contribute information 
towards developing the available corpus of information for this subject. 
Medlycott (2011, 31) goes further, indicating that settlement density, 
zonation and dynamics require further study. In particular, the role and 
function of late Iron Age settlement complexes is considered to an 
important area of research (Medlycott 2011, 31) to which this site 
might contribute. 

The date of the site, indicates that it has the potential to contribute to 
studies regarding the Iron Age/Roman period transitional phase 
(Medlycott 2011, 31). The preservation of faunal remains and charred 
plant macrofossils indicates that reconstruction of the agricultural and 
farming activities (Oake et al 2007, 11; Medlycott 2011, 31) 
undertaken within the possible settlement may be possible. 
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Table 2. Ditches forming the Phase 1 complex of intercutting ditches. Features are listed from top to bottom in ascending stratigraphic order (i.e. earliest first) 
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8.2.3 Pits directly stratigraphically or spatially associated with the ditch complex 
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Table 3. Pits associated with the Phase 1 ditch complex 
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8.2.4 Phase 1 pits beneath the Phase 2 Ditch complex 
�
�#��1"����"��'��"'������"�.�"!��$�&����&�� "�#"�"�1��&'�)&���"���$"�.�����1���"�
�)�"������"�����"�+�')�0��0�$.�"C:�')�0��D+7-+��&'�.)��D+7--�<��A�"�3=(���"�1����
�"& ����1�')�0��D+7-+�)���&�&�#&:����)��#���&���.�"�"&��)&���"�"C0�6��"'�������$����
��"�&����������0�&��)&"'�')�0��1"����"��D+7+*�:�D+7+-���&'�D+7+,:��&'�#���&���
�"0��'"'�1����"�������(�����"�8�#����&�8��"0�6"�"'�1��$�)����.."��1)���
+7-3:�#�)0��
 )6"&���"�.�"6��"&0"��1�.���"�8� 1��$���)��1)����&'�"��"#�"�"��&��)�"� 1��$����)$)����
."�)�':� 0���'� ��  "��� ����� ��"� ��#"�� 1)��� 
+7-*� $�8� ��6"� A""&� �� &������� �)��)& �
'".��)�(� ��)�� ')�0��#���.��A�A�8� ��"� .�"0������ ��� ��"� ')�0�� 0�$.�"C� ����� 0�&�A"�
�""&� )&� ����"� +(� ��� ��0�:� )�� )�� .��A�A�"� ����� ��)�� ')�0�� #��� .���� �1� �� �"�)"�� �1�
A��&'��8�')�0�"���"���"'�������"���"$"&�������#���.��A�A�8��)����"'������"�"�����&'�
&������1���"�"C0�6��)�&���"�(��
�
�)��D+7--�#�����$�'"���8��)I"'�.)��$"����)& ��(+,�C�7(5-B�C�7(2�$������0�&�)&�"'�
A"8�&'� ��"�#"��"�&� �)$)�� �1� ��"� "C0�6��)�&� ��"�(� �� �$���� ���"$A�� "� �1� �&)$���
A�&"�<,7 =��&'�") �����"�'���1�.���"�8�<5/ =�#����"0�6"�"'�1��$���)��1"����"��&'�
��)��$�8���  "��������)��#�����"'�.�)$��)�8�1���'�$"��)0�#���"�')�.����(��
�



� �5

�
�
�

��%#�(�� �!  � � %$7<(�"! ��?&!/�$�!�$�@� �!  �&��4(!<#!�$� 
(!&�
	�4%#!�$�

��//�$#�7�
(� %#!�$�'!<���

�!$&��


+7-*� �)'� �"'')��� A��#&� 1�)�A�"� ��&'8� �)��:� #)���
1�"9�"&���$�������$"')�$���A!�& �����1�)&��

!�

D+7-+� 
+7-3�

)&"��:���"".�8����.)& ��)'"�:�
0�&0�6"�A��"�<�(77B�C�7(57�C�
7(,3$=�

�)'�  �"8)��� A��#&� 1�)�A�"� ��&'8� �)��:� #)���
�00��)�&��� �$���� ��� $"')�$� ��A!�& �����
�&'���A!���&'"'�1�)&���&'� ��6"��

���

�)�0�:� 0��� A8�
')�0�� D+7+*��
�&'� ���"�� ')�0��
D+7+-���&'�)���
�"!0���D+7-,��

����"�8�<+5=�3+, �

D+7--� 
+7-/� �A!0)�0����:� $�'"���"�8� ���.)& �
�)'"�:�0�&0�6"�A��"�<�(+,�C�7(5-B�
C�7(2�$=�

�����  �"8)��� A��#&� 1�)�A�"� ��&'8� �)��:� #)���
�00��)�&��� �$���� ��A!�& ����� �&'� ��A!
���&'"'�1�)&��

��� �)�:�0���A8�')�0��
D+7+-��

����"�8� <2=� 5/ F�
�&)$�����&"�,7 �
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8.2.5 Other Phase 1 pits�
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8.3.2 Phase 2 features cutting Phase 1 ditch complex 
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Table 6.  Ditch F2007 and F2092 
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Table 7.  Pit F2049 
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8.3.3 Features forming, or associated with, the Phase 2 ditch complex 
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Table 8. Intercutting ditches forming the Phase 2 ditch complex  
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Table 9. Ditch F2103
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Table 10. Occupation Layer F2079  
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8.3.4 Gully 2073 and Postholes F2075 and F2077�
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Table 11.Gully F2073  
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Table 12. Postholes  F2075 and F2077  
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Table 13. Medieval Ditch F2090  
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Table 14. Post-medieval Ditch F2099  
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Table 15.Undated Pits and Postholes 
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Table 16. Undated linear 
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1st century AD continental imports and local (imitation) fine wares 
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Table 18. Quantification of late pre-Roman Iron Age pottery by fabric group 
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Table 19. Quantification of form types in Belgic and related fabrics by Rim Estimated Vessel 
Equivalent (R.EVE) and Minimum Number of Vessels (MNV) 
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Plate 1. Equid tibia from the ditch 2005C, fill 2042 with knife cuts arrowed. 

Plate 2. Detail of equid tibia from the ditch 2005C, fill 2042 with knife cuts arrowed. 
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Catalogue of the animal bone recovered from AS1845. 126, High Street, Great Barford, Bedfordshire.  
Listed in context order.
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Table 25. Catalogue of the animal bone recovered from AS1845. 126, High Street, Great Barford, Bedfordshire.  
�
�
�
��&�"C�� ."0)"�� ��"$"&�� D��)�&� ��� �'� �'� ��� ���� ���D� �1'� �� �� �� �.� �G$)&� �#$�C� �0"�(� ���(�"&'� ��$$"&���

+777� �)�'!� �"�� D"� 1� 57(3/� �2(*2� �-(/5� � � � � � � 2(�+� �5(�5� � � � � 1"��"�'�')�$M,(5*�

+77�� ����� ��� 1� � � � � � � � � � �/(/� +-(5� � � � � �

+7**� �����"� ��'� 1� � /+(+� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

+7**� �"".? ���� �)A� 1� � +�(22� �,(+5� � � � � � � �+(35� � � � � � �

+77/�� �� ?#��1� ��&'� � �*7� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ����1�$�&')A�"�A"�)&'��
��M+*$$�

+77/�� �) ?A���� �"�� 1� � � � � � � � � � � � � � +/(3� � �

+73+�� �9�)'� �)A� 1� *�7� /+(2/� *,(-,� � � � � � � *-(72� ,*(73� � � � � �

+73,�� �"".? ���� ��� &?�� --� � � � � � � � � � � �/(73� +2(/+� � � "��(�"& ���

+75��� �����"� �)A� 1� � -2(2/� 3*(3+� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Table 26. Measurements following Von Den Driesch (1976) 
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Table 28. Results from the bulk sample light fractions from Great Barford.  Abbreviations: Hord = barley (���'"�$ sp.); Trit = wheat (��)�)0�$ sp.); NFI = not 
formally identified (indeterminate cereal grain). 
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