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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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OASIS SUMMARY SHEET
)��=�5��'��$�#��
)��=�5���$(� 15-17 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire�

In October 2014, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out an historic building recording and 
archaeological monitoring at 15-17 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire. The recording was 
commissioned in response to the requirements of a planning condition as advised by Hertfordshire 
County Council Historic Environment Unit. 

The site comprises the two properties of 15 – 17 North Street, and a collection of historic ranges to 
the rear; all currently under demolition/redevelopment. Despite extensive alteration to the property 
throughout its history, significant historic fabric survives, particularly at upper level. Furthermore, 
neither building demonstrates evidence suggesting it is timber framed, and they are of typical urban 
18th century construction utilising brick and timber, but not as a timber construction system. 

For reasons of health and safety, archaeological monitoring of ground reduction to the rear of the 
properties was restricted; no access to the area was permitted. 

���<+,��*%�+ �)A#+$*5��4/ 15/10/2014 and 31/10/2014�
��+=#�� �5��4�)F?�?G/ N� �����+�5��4�)F?�?G/
�B�'�&1+�� 5786� �#�+�,�*+ AS1872

2.+��A�.��<+,� Historic building recording and archaeological monitoring�
�#�+� �%�� Brown field�
����+'��$%'*�� + Under development�
�$%''+*�*+=+$�.&+'� Conversion of building into restaurant and domestic residences�
�%#'�A+%���+ �)H*%�+ / -
�#('#A#,%'��A#'* �)H*%�+ / -
)��=�5��#�5$�����
���'�2?��# ��#,�?��%�# � Hertfordshire East Hertfordshire Bishop’s Stortford�
�
	?���	�A���%�+% Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record�
�� ��,�*+�)#A�4'�5'/ CM23 2LD�
��+%��A� #�+� c. 1400m²�
��	 TL 4869 2146�
�+#(�������)&#'?&%I/� c.�75m�
)��=�5��5��$�����
��#+A�#  �+*�12 n/a�
���<+,�� �.+�=# ��? �)��/ Waring, W., Prosser, L. and Pozorski, Z. 
��'*+*�12 Marshgate Bishops Stortford LLP�
��$$��#�$+ 15-17 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire: Historic 

Building Recording and Archaeological Monitoring�
������ William Waring 

Lee Prosser 
Kate Higgs 

	+.����'�B 4741�
�%�+�)�A��+.���/ February 2015�
�
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SUMMARY 

In October 2014, Archaeological Solutions carried out an historic building recording 
and archaeological monitoring and recording at 15-17 North Street, Bishop’s 
Stortford, Hertfordshire. The recording was commissioned by in response to the 
requirements of a planning condition as advised by Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Unit. 

The site comprises the two properties of 15 – 17 North Street, and a collection of 
historic ranges to the rear; all currently under demolition/redevelopment. Despite 
extensive alteration to the property throughout its history, significant historic fabric 
survives, particularly at upper level. Furthermore, neither building demonstrates 
evidence suggesting it is timber framed, and they are of typical urban 18th century 
construction utilising brick and timber, but not as a timber construction system. 

For reasons of health and safety, archaeological monitoring of ground reduction to 
the rear of the properties was restricted; no access to the area was permitted. 
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�B�� �'��,��1+�� ;>�7�� ��,�%+�$�(#,%$� ��$��#�' � )��/� ,%��#+*� ���� �# ���#,� 1�#$*#'(�
�+,��*#'(� %'*� %�,�%+�$�(#,%$� &�'#���#'(� %'*� �+,��*#'(� %�� ��J��� ������ ���++���
�# ��.K � �����A��*�� �+��A��* �#�+� ��;@� ;��� )��	� 
�� 789:� ;�79L� �#(B� �/B� 
�+�
�+,��*#'(� 5% � ,�&&#  #�'+*� 12��%� �(%�+� �# ��. � �����A��*� ���� #'� �+ .�' +� ���
�+C�#�+&+'� � #  �+*� 12� �+��A��* �#�+� ���'�2� ���',#$� �# ���#,� 
'=#��'&+'�� �'#�B�
%*=#,+�#  �+*�12��+��A��* �#�+����'�2����',#$��# ���#,�
'=#��'&+'���'#��)�����
���
�$# �'�
#''# 5��*��*%�+*�@�*��+,+&1+��;>�@/�%'*�%�+��+C�#�+*�#'�,�&.$#%',+�5#���%�
.$%''#'(� ,�'*#�#�'� �'� %..��=%$� �+C�#�#'(� %� .��(�%&&+� �A� %�,�%+�$�(#,%$� 5��4�
)
�����$%''#'(�	+AB�@?�@?�:@9?��/B�����5% �.��.� +*����,�%'(+�� +��A���J���������
���++����# ��.K ������A��*�A��&����)�+�%#$/�����@�)�+ �%��%'�/�%'*�,�' ���,���A�%� #'($+�
 ���+2��+%��+I�+' #�'�����������*+&�$# ��+I# �#'(�1�#$*#'( ������+��+%���A���J���������
���++��%'*� � �+.$%,+�5#���%� �+ #*+'�#%$�*+=+$�.&+'���A��;���;J1+*���&�%.%��&+'� �
%'*�%  �,#%�+*�.%�4#'(B��
�+�5��4 �5+�+�,%��#+*�����%,,��*#'(����%�5�#��+'� ,�+&+�
�A�#'=+ �#(%�#�'�.�+.%�+*�12����)*%�+*��:���&%2�;>�7/��%..��=+*�12������
�B����
�
�B;� 
�+�.��(�%&&+��A�1�#$*#'(� �+,��*#'(�%'*�%�,�%+�$�(#,%$?1�#$*#'(�&�'#���#'(�
%'*� �+,��*#'(� A�$$�5+*� ��+� .��,+*��+ � ���$#'+*� #'� ��+� 
'($# �� �+�#�%(+� *�,�&+'��
Understanding historic buildings: a guide to good recording practice, 2006�%'*�%$ ��
,�'A��&+*� ��� ��+� �' �#���+��A��#+$*���,�%+�$�(# � � )���/�Standard and guidance for 
the archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures 
)�+=# +*� ;>>8/B� 
�+� $+=+$� �A� �+,��*#'(� 5% � ��� �+=+$� �?;� % � *+A#'+*� #'� ��+� 
��
*�,�&+'� B�
�+�.��<+,��%$ ��,�'A��&+*������+��' �#���+�A�����,�%+�$�(# � �)�A�/�Code 
of Conduct� %'*� Standard and Guidance for An Archaeological Watching Brief�
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)�+=# +*� ;>>8/�� %'*� ��+� *�,�&+'��Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England�)���'+2�;>>@/B�
�
)#$����6�)�#�5&������@��
�
�B@� 
�+��%�#�'%$��$%''#'(���$#,2���%&+5��4�)�����;>�;/� �%�+ ���%����� +�.%�� �
�A� ��+� �# ���#,� +'=#��'&+'�� ��%�� �%=+�  #('#A#,%',+� 1+,%� +� �A� ��+#�� �# ���#,��
%�,�%+�$�(#,%$��%�,�#�+,���%$����%��# �#,� #'�+�+ ��%�+��+�#�%(+�%  +� B�
�+������%#& �
��� *+$#=+��  � �%#'%1$+� *+=+$�.&+'�� 12� +' ��#'(� ��%�� .�$#,#+ � %'*� *+,# #�' � ��%��
,�',+�'���+��# ���#,�+'=#��'&+'���+,�('# +���%���+�#�%(+�%  +� �%�+�%�'�'J�+'+5%1$+�
�+ ���,+�� �%4+� %,,��'�� �A� ��+� 5#*+��  �,#%$�� ,�$���%$�� +,�'�&#,� %'*� +'=#��'&+'�%$�
1+'+A#� ��A��+�#�%(+�,�' +�=%�#�'��%'*� �+,�('# +� ��%�� #'�+$$#(+'�$2�&%'%(+*�,�%'(+�
&%2�  �&+�#&+ �1+� '+,+  %�2� #A� �+�#�%(+� %  +� � %�+� ��� 1+�&%#'�%#'+*� A��� ��+� $�'(�
�+�&B� �
�+�������+C�#�+ �%..$#,%�#�' � ���*+ ,�#1+� ��+� #('#A#,%',+��A�%'2��+�#�%(+�
%  +��� #',$�*#'(� #� �  +��#'(� ��%�� &%2� 1+� %AA+,�+*� #'� .��.���#�'� ��� ��+� %  +�K �
#&.���%',+�%'*���+�.��+'�#%$�#&.%,���A���+�.��.� %$B���
�
�B7� 
�+� ����� %#& � ��� ,�' +�=+� 
'($%'*K � �+�#�%(+� %  +� � #'� %� &%''+��
%..��.�#%�+������+#�� #('#A#,%',+��5#��� �1 �%'�#%$��%�&����*+ #('%�+*��+�#�%(+�%  +� �
)#B+B� $# �+*� 1�#$*#'( ��  ,�+*�$+*� &�'�&+'� /� �'$2� .+�&#��+*� #'� +I,+.�#�'%$�
,#�,�& �%',+ �5�+'���+�.�1$#,�1+'+A#���A�%�.��.� %$����5+#(� � ��+�,�' +�=%�#�'��A�
��+� %  +�B� � 
�+� +AA+,�� �A� .��.� %$ � �'� '�'J*+ #('%�+*� �+�#�%(+� %  +� � &� �� 1+�
1%$%',+*�%(%#' ����+� ,%$+��A�$�  �%'*� #('#A#,%',+��A���+�%  +���1���'�'J*+ #('%�+*�
�+�#�%(+�%  +� ��A�*+&�' ��%1$2�+C�#=%$+'�� #('#A#,%',+�&%2�1+�,�' #*+�+*� �1<+,��
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��� ��+� '����� �A� �+'��%$� ��'*�'� )�#(B� �/B� 
�+�  #�+� # � $�,%�+*� #'� ��+� �# ���#,� ,��+� �A�
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�A�c.�7>>&M�)�#(B�;L�����/B�����# �$�,%�+*��'���+�5+ �+�'�A��'�%(+��A����������++��%'*�
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��+� ����� �%'* ���B��@����������++��%'*�A����+��.��.+��#+ �%$�'(��% 1�5��%'+B�
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 #�+� ,���+'�$2� ,�&.�# + ��� B� ��� �� ��������� ���++��� 5�#,�� %�+���%*+� ���  ���,���+ �
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In October 2014, Archaeological Solutions carried out an historic 
building recording and archaeological monitoring and recording at 15-
17 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire.  

The site comprises the two properties of 15 – 17 North Street, and a 
collection of historic ranges to the rear; all currently under 
demolition/redevelopment. Despite extensive alteration to the property 
throughout its history, significant historic fabric survives, particularly at 
upper level. Furthermore, neither building demonstrates evidence 
suggesting it is timber framed, and they are of typical urban 18th

century construction utilising brick and timber, but not as a timber 
construction system.  

For reasons of health and safety, archaeological monitoring of ground 
reduction to the rear of the properties was restricted; no access to the 
area was permitted. 
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APPENDIX 1

Circa 1900 view, No 17 North Street



PLATES 

Plate 1  Main frontage of Nos. 15 – 17 North Street. Taken from the east (DP 1) 

Plate 2  Main interior ground floor space of No. 17, showing cast iron shop front, and 
columns replacing the original chimney stack. Taken from the north-west (DP 2) 



Plate 3  Interior ground floor space of No. 15, with modern room divisions and 
preserving roof timbers. Taken from the west (DP 7) 

Plate 4  Roof timbers above ground floor of No. 15.  (DP 11) 



Plate 5  FF01, No. 17. Showing the 19th century sash windows and the three columns 
replacing the original chimney stack. Taken from the north-west (DP 13) 

Plate 6  FF02, No. 17, showing chimney stack on the western wall, and two 19th

century sash windows on the southern wall. Taken from the east (DP 15). 



Plate 7  First floor rear range of No. 15, extended during use of the building as a 
department store. Taken from the east (DP 18)             

Plate 8  Roof structure above the main frontage of No. 15. Visible is the single truss 
with queen posts and cambered collars. Taken from the north (DP 25) 



Plate 9  Early window preserved above stairway to second floor of No. 17. Retaining 
original casements and late 17th century moulding style, with iron catch and scrolled pull (DP 

26)

Plate 10  SF01, No. 17, showing sash windows with 1830s-1850s glazing bars, 
as well as preserved late 17th/early 18th century door, leading to SF1A (DP 32) 



PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

1
Main frontage of Nos. 15 & 17 North Street. Taken 
from the east.

2
Main interior ground floor space of No. 17 (GF01). 
Taken from the north-west. 

3
Main interior ground floor space of No. 17 (GF01). 
Taken from the north. 

4
Main interior ground floor of No. 17 and access to 
ground floor space of No. 15. Taken from the north. 

5
Main interior ground floor space of No. 17 (GF01). 
Taken from the north-west. 

6
Rear elevation of No. 17. Taken from the west. 



7
Interior ground floor space of No. 15. Taken from 
the west. 

8
Interior ground floor space of No. 15. Taken from 
the north-west. 

9
Interior ground floor space of No. 15. Taken from 
the east. 

10 
Interior ground floor space of No. 15. Taken from 
the south-east. 

11 
Roof timbers above ground floor space of No. 15. 
Taken from the west. 

12 
Roof timbers above ground floor space of No. 15. 
Taken from the south-west. 



13 
FF01, No. 17. Taken from the north-west. 

14 
FF01, No. 17. Taken from the north-east. 

15 
FF02, No. 17. Taken from the east. 

16 
FF01, No. 17. Taken from the east. 

17 
FF01, No. 15. Taken from the north. 

18 
FF01, No. 15. Taken from the east. 



19 
FF06, No. 15. Taken from the north-east. 

20 
FF04, No. 15. Taken from the west. 

21 
FF05, No. 15. Taken from the west. 

22 
SF01, No. 15. Taken from the south-east. 

23 
SF01, No. 15. Taken from the west. 

24 
SF02, No. 15. Taken from the west. 



25 
SF03, No. 15, showing front roof structure of No. 
15. Taken from the north. 

26 
Window preserved above winder stair towards 2nd

floor of No. 17. Taken from the west. 

27 
SF07, stair lobby of No. 17. Taken from the east. 

28 
SF09, No. 17. Taken from the north. 

29 
SD08, No. 17. Taken from the east. 

30 
SF02, No. 17. Taken from the north-west. 



31 
SF03, No. 17. Taken from the west. 

32 
SF01, No. 17. Taken from the north-west. 

33
Cast iron fireplace of SF02, No. 17. Taken from the 
south. 
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Fig. 3   Dury & Andrews’ map, 1766

N

SITE
(Approx)



Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Not to scale

Fig. 4   Bryant’s map, 1822
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Fig. 5 Tithe map, 1839
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Fig. 6   OS map, 1879
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Fig. 7   OS map, 1898
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Fig. 8   OS map, 1939
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Fig. 9   OS map, 1968
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