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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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OASIS SUMMARY SHEET
��!9�4��%��"�� �
��!9�4���"&�� Land South of Pound Lane, Isleham, Cambridgeshire 
In May 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation of land south of 
35 Pound Lane, Isleham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 6420 7452). The evaluation was undertaken in 
advance of the determination of a planning application for the proposed erection of a single new 
dwelling and garage (Planning Ref. TBC).  The evaluation was required based on advice from 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (CCC HET), and it represents the initial 
requirement. 

Numerous features were present in each relatively short (15m) trench (six features in Trench 1, and 
five features in Trench 2).  The features were principally linears (ditches) but included three pits in 
Trench 2. 

The earliest find was an abraded residual fragment of Roman tegula roof tile in Ditch F1018 (Trench 
1).  The pottery from the fill of the features is consistently medieval (12th – 14th century).  Residual 
pottery from the topsoil (L1000) includes medieval (12th – 14th century) and late medieval (15th

century) sherds.  A fragment of medieval peg tile, probably produced between the late 12th and 14th

centuries, was also found within the topsoil.  Most interesting are the lava fragments from medieval 
Ditch F1006 and the topsoil.  The lava fragments are derived form quernstones associated with the 
milling of flour or small-scale brewing. 

The ditches were broadly aligned NW/SE and parallel with the surveyed earthworks recorded on site.  
Similarly the surveyed earthworks are broadly parallel with the large earthwork beyond the site 
boundary. 

The surveyed earthworks and excavated features recorded during the evaluation are directly 
associated with the medieval priory complex. 

2��3�&���������7������� #� May 2017 
2��5�������� ��>?�?@#� N Future work (Y/N/?) TBC 
29�!�/0���� 6478 Site code ECB 4672 
�%"���7�"��3�&�� An Archaeological Evaluation 
1����������� -
�����!����!������ Vacant
2��!!�����5���"/�!�� Residential 
6��!�7���������A�����#� Earthwork.  Ditches and pits 
1�:!�7�&�!��7�!����A�����#� Medieval assemblages including lava fragments.   
Project location
���!�%?�.�����&�?�2������ Cambridgeshire East Cambs Isleham 
���?�16��7�������� Cambridgeshire HER 
2����&������7� !��!#�
������7������ c.840m2

���� TL 6420 7452  
���:����	.��/�!?/�B#� c.5m 
Project creators 
����7��������0%� CCC HET  
2��3�&����"��5����?���2	#� Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
��!����0%� Mr Chris Reed 
����������� Land South of 35 Pound Lane, Isleham, Cambridgeshire.  An 

Archaeological Evaluation 
�������� Barlow, G. 
��"����!�9� 5375
.������7���"���#� May 2017 
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SUMMARY 

In May 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation 
of land south of 35 Pound Lane, Isleham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 6420 7452). The 
evaluation was undertaken in advance of the determination of a planning application 
for the proposed erection of a single new dwelling and garage (Planning Ref. TBC).  
The evaluation was required based on advice from Cambridgeshire County Council 
Historic Environment Team (CCC HET), and it represents the initial requirement. 

The site had an archaeological potential in particular for medieval remains 
associated with the medieval priory complex.   The scheduled earthwork remains of 
the priory fish ponds, hollow ways and building platforms lie immediately adjacent to 
the east of the site (NHLE 1013278). 

Numerous features were present in each relatively short (15m) trench (six features 
in Trench 1, and five features in Trench 2).  The features were principally linears 
(ditches) but included three pits in Trench 2. 

The earliest find was an abraded residual fragment of Roman tegula roof tile in Ditch 
F1018 (Trench 1).  The pottery from the fill of the features is consistently medieval 
(12th – 14th century).  Residual pottery from the topsoil (L1000) includes medieval 
(12th – 14th century) and late medieval (15th century) sherds.  A fragment of medieval 
peg tile, probably produced between the late 12th and 14th centuries, was also found 
within the topsoil.  Most interesting are the lava fragments from medieval Ditch 
F1006 and the topsoil.  The lava fragments are derived form quernstones associated 
with the milling of flour or small-scale brewing.  

The ditches were broadly aligned NW/SE and parallel with the surveyed earthworks 
recorded on site.  Similarly the surveyed earthworks are broadly parallel with the 
large earthwork (hollow way) beyond the site boundary.  ��
�
The surveyed earthworks and excavated features recorded during the evaluation are 
directly associated with the medieval priory complex. 
�
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Conduct �!� Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation �)*8(#;�
�!��������&�/�!��Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England�����!�%�
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�
89-� ���� �5�������!� ��/��� ��� �����/�!�� ���� ��&����!;� �B��!�;� ����;� &����&���;�
&�!�����!;���:!�7�&�!&���!��<�����%��7��!%����5�5�!:���&������:�&��� ��/��!�� ���0��� ���
0���������!���0%�����"��"�������5���"/�!�9��
�
Planning policy context 
�
89(� ���������!���2��!!�!:�2���&%����/���� ���22��)*8)#�������������������"�����
�7� ���� �������&� �!5���!/�!�� ����� ��5�� ��:!�7�&�!&�� 0�&����� �7� ������ �������&;�
��&������:�&��;���&����&����������������&��!�����������������:��������9������22����/��
��� ����5��� ������!�0��� ��5���"/�!�� 0%� �!����!:� ����� "���&���� �!�� ��&����!�� �����
&�!&��!� ���� �������&� �!5���!/�!�� ��&�:!���� ����� ������:�� ������� ���� �� !�!E
��!���0��� ������&�;� �� �� �&&��!�� �7� ���� ������ ��&���;� &�������;� �&�!�/�&� �!��
�!5���!/�!���� 0�!�7���� �7� ������:�� &�!���5����!;� �!�� ��&�:!���� ����� �!�����:�!��%�
/�!�:��� &��!:�� /�%� ��/���/��� 0�� !�&�����%� �7� ������:�� ������� ���� ��� 0��
/��!���!��� 7��� ���� ��!:� ���/9� � ���� �22�� ��<������ �""��&����!�� ��� ���&��0�� ����
��:!�7�&�!&�� �7� �!%� ������:�� �����;� �!&����!:� ���� �����!:� ����� /�%� 0�� �77�&���� �!�
"��"�����!�������������F���/"����!&���!������"���!������/"�&���7�����"��"����9���
�
89,� ���� �22�� ��/�� ��� &�!���5�� �!:��!�F�� ������:�� ������� �!� �� /�!!���
�""��"�����������������:!�7�&�!&�;��������0���!��������/��������:!�����������:���������
��9�9� ������� 0�����!:�;� �&�������� /�!�/�!��#� �!�%� "��/������ �!� �B&�"���!���
&��&�/���!&������!�����"�0��&�0�!�7����7���"��"�����������:�������&�!���5����!��7�
���� �����9� � ���� �77�&�� �7� "��"������ �!� !�!E����:!����� ������:�� ������� /���� 0��
0���!&����:��!��������&�����7�������!����:!�7�&�!&���7����������;�0���!�!E����:!�����
������:����������7���/�!����0�%��<��5���!����:!�7�&�!&��/�%�0��&�!����������03�&��
��� ���� ��/�� "���&���� ��� ������ ����� ���� ����:!����9� � ���� �22�� ������� �����
�""����!������ ��� &�"����� �5���!&�� 7��/� ���� �������&� �!5���!/�!�;� ��� ��&���� �!��
��5�!&�������!������!��!:��7�������:����������!�����/� �������"�0��&�%��5����0������
����<����/�!���7���5���"/�!��/�!�:�/�!�9��������""����!��%��������0���� �!��!���
/�!!��� "��"�����!���� ��� ���� ��:!�7�&�!&�� �7� �� ������:�� ������ �!�� ��� �/"�&�� �7� ����
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7�!�����!�;�����!�����&��!�/����������!�:�����&������/��!�"����!�9�������������!�
��:�� �7� ���� 7�!� ����!�� ������ ��� c98+/��	.C� ����5��� ���� 5����:�� ��� ��&����� �!� ����
!������!������0�����!�,E8*/��	.9������������������c9,/��	.��!�����!������!���:��
�7�����5����:�������������!������!:����:���%�������������!�&������7�����������/�!���������
�����E����9�������5���
�� ���!���!���!����E�������������E��������:!/�!��c.89' /����
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Prehistory

(98� ������ ���� ��5����� 7�!��� �7� 5��%�!:� "���������&� ����� ��&������ �!� ����
��&������:�&�����&���9�����2����������&�"�����������"����!����0%�����!:�����!��B���7�
0��& � 7��!�� c.,**/� ��� ���� ������ ������ 6��8H)-8#9� 6��������&� 7�!��� �!� ���� �����
�!&����������!������B����!�������!��/�&���������&�����c.-)*/��!��c.+,*/��������
������7�����5����:��������*+'))�D�6��8')*8#9�6��������&�7�!����������������!&�����
7��!�� �&������;� �B������;� �&��"��� ������ �!�� �!� ���������� ������ 8*H,(�;� 8*44-#9��
2���������&� 7�!��� ��� ���� �����E����� �!&����� �B��� �!�� �����&� �/"��/�!��� ��� ����� ���
������������!��"�& ��������8*4')#9�	�������������&�7�!����!�����������!&������B���
������8*44-�#��!�� �����&� �/"��/�!��� ������8*H''#;� ��&����� ��� ����!����E������7�
����5����:�� 7��!�� �!� ����&�����!����������������&�/�!�/�!��c.8 /� 7��/� ����5����:�9�
����� /�!�/�!�� ���� 7����� ���!��7���� �!� �!� ������� "����:��"�;� �!�� ���� ��&������
0�����!�����"��5�����%��B&�5�������!:�0����������&������������"�����5���������
8*H,+#9��
�
(9)� ���!I���:�� 7�!���&�/"������� 7��!�� 7�� ������ 7��!��c.4-*/� ��� ����!����E�����
������*+')-#9�����������!&��!:����!:������������7�������%��������%�"�"���!��c.',*/�
��� ����!����E����� ��5�����������&�;�"����0���"���������;���"����������&���0�������!��
!�/������7��!���������884H'#9��������� �!:��!���B&�5����!����5�������5���!&��7���
�����:������%����!I���:��������/�!�����&��&�!��!�����!�������6���������!I���:�9�
�
(9-� ���!��:��"�����%�����7��!������!:������"����!:�c.-**/�������������E�����0���!��
�5���!&��7���������/�!�������!&�5�����������6��8H+((#9�

Romano-British 
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������� ��/�!� /����� ����7�&��� ��&�� ��� �� 0�& ��;� �� ���/0��;� ��!:�� �!�� ��
�"��!� ��5�� 0��!� ��&�5����� 7��/� 7������ c.H)*/� ��� ���� !����E����� ������ *+,4H#9�
	����� ��������� 7�!��� �!&����� 0���&���� ������ 88+8*C� 88+*4#;� "�����%� ������



6��8H+((#;����!����7����!:���!��&��!��������88+*4#;��!�����������<���!�������
8*4'(#9�

Medieval
�
(9,� 
��%����������� !��!��0��������5����:��"��������.�/����%�0�����GrubenhausC���
��! �!� 7��������0�����!:;�"�������� ����/����5���"������ ������6��8'4''#9�	�����
1�B�!�7�!���7��/������!�����5����:���!&����������&�0���&��7��!��c.+**/�������������
������ 88'H8#� �!�� �� ������ �7� 
���� 1�B�!� ����7���� ����� ��&������ c.4*/� ��� ����
!����E������7� ��������� ������6��8H+(H#9� ��� ��&�!���5�������!� ��� �����������7� ����
"��"����� ��5���"/�!�� ����� ��&������ 1�B�E���/�!� ���/����5��� ��/��!�� �!&����!:�
"���������;��!�����&�����!��:�������"�����������2��!��
�!������������(+(H#�
�
(9'� ���� /����5��� �&��5��%� �!� ������/� ��� 7�&����� ����!�� ���� ����!� ��!���&��!��
2����%� &���&�� �7� 1�9� 6��:����� �7� �!���&�;� c.84*/� ��� ���� ������ �7� ���� ����� ������
*+,)H#� ���:9-#9� ������� 7��!���� �!� ���� 88��� &�!���%� �!�� ���� &���&�� ��� ������/�����
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Description: Trench 1 contained five ditches: F1002, F1004, F1006, F1018, F1020 
and F1022.  Ditches F1002 and F1006 contained medieval (12th – 14th century)  
pottery.  Ditch F1018 cntained an abraded residual fragment of Roman tegula roof 
tile.
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Description: Trench 2 contained Pits F1008, F1010 and F1014, and Ditches F1012 
and F1016.  Pits F1008 and F1014 contained medieval (12th – 14th century) pottery.  
Some root disturbance was evident.  
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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