


Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 





OASIS SUMMARY SHEET 

The Ship Inn, St Cuthbert’s Street, Bedford, 
Bedfordshire  MK40 3JB 

In April 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  archaeological monitoring 
and recording at the Ship Inn, St Cuthbert’s Street, Bedford MK40 3JB (NGR 505312 
249914).  The monitoring was carried out on the advice of Bedford Borough Council 
(Vanessa Clarke, Historic Environment Team). It was undertaken in compliance with 
a condition attached to planning approval for the construction of a single storey rear 
extension (BBC Planning Reference 16/00233/FUL). 

The monitoring recorded Pit F2009 which contained two sherds of medieval (13th-14th

century) pottery.  The pit also contained four residual Saxo-Norman sherds (three St 
Neots and one Thetford ware sherd).  Buried Soil L2001 also contained a sherd of St 
Neots ware and an early medieval coarse ware sherd with a date centred on the 11th-
13th centuries. 
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In April 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  archaeological 
monitoring and recording at the Ship Inn, St Cuthbert’s Street, Bedford MK40 
3JB (NGR 505312 249914).  The monitoring was carried out on the advice of 
Bedford Borough Council (Vanessa Clarke, Historic Environment Team). It 
was undertaken in compliance with a condition attached to planning approval 
for the construction of a single storey rear extension (BBC Planning 
Reference 16/00233/FUL). 

The Ship Inn lies in an area believed to have been occupied since at least the 
early 10th century. Remains of 10th century, Saxo-Norman, medieval and post-
medieval date have been found nearby. The building itself is Grade II listed. It 
was first identified in a will of 1765 but may have developed from a cottage 
recorded as being held by a clay pipe maker in 1681, with the cottage 
becoming the Ship Inn around 1758. 

A trial pit evaluation was undertaken (Barlow 2016).  It revealed only a pit of 
possible Saxon (10th – 12th century) date, a modern brick structure, modern 
service trenches and made ground.  A residual Saxon (10th – 12th century) 
sherd was found within Service Trench F1014 (Trench 1).  The dating of Pit 
F1005 (Trench 1) is tentative as only a single sherd of pottery was found.

There was no evidence of the anticipated back yard activities within the 
trenches. A possible buried garden soil (L1004) of post-medieval or modern 
date was present and it contained a range of finds including clay pipe stems 
but no bowls. The quantity of the finds present was relatively low, and not the 
sort of quantity that might be expected if clay pipes were being manufactured 
on the site. 

The monitoring recorded Pit F2009 which contained two sherds of medieval 
(13th-14th century) pottery.  The pit also contained four residual Saxo-Norman 
sherds (three St Neots and one Thetford ware sherd).  Buried Soil L2001 also 
contained a sherd of St Neots ware and an early medieval coarse ware sherd 
with a date centred on the 11th-13th centuries (Pottery Report below).   The 
charred plant remains from Pit F2009 L2010 demonstrate the use, if not 
cultivation, of free-threshing type wheat and oat at the site during the early 
13th-14th century (Environmental Report below).  This complements evidence 
for free-threshing type wheat and barley from 10th-12th century Pit Fill L1006, 
which was sampled during previous trial trenching (Barlow 2016).  This 
indicates continuation of domestic activity on the site during the 13th-14th 
century, although the evidence of two environmental samples is insufficient for 
a detailed comparison of diet and economy over time. 
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The Ship Inn lies in an area believed to have been occupied since at 
least the early 10th century. Remains of 10th century, Saxo-Norman, medieval 
and post-medieval date have been found nearby. The building itself is Grade 
II listed. It was first identified in a will of 1765 but may have developed from a 
cottage recorded as being held by a clay pipe maker in 1681, with the cottage 
becoming the Ship Inn around 1758. 

 The trial pits excavated revealed a single pit of possible Saxon (10th – 
12th century date; F1005 Trench 1), a modern brick structure, modern service 
trenches and modern made ground.  A residual Saxon (10th – 12th century) 
sherd was found within Service Trench F1014 (Trench 1).  The dating of Pit 
F1005 (Trench 1) is tentative as only a single sherd of pottery was found.  The 
charred remains from Pit F1005 L1006 demonstrate the use, if not cultivation, 
of free-threshing type wheat and hulled barley at the site during the 10th-12th 
century (Environmental Report below).   

 There was no evidence of the anticipated back yard activities within the 
trenches.  A possible buried garden soil (L1004) of post- medieval or modern 
date was present and it contained a range of finds including clay pipe stems 
but no bowls. The quantity of the finds present was relatively low, and not the 
sort of quantity that might be expected if clay pipes were being manufactured 
on the site. 



pro-forma

Sample section 1  
0.00 = 39.19m AOD 

Sample section 2  
0.00 = 39.19m AOD 

Sample section 3   
0.00 = 34.19m AOD 

Sample section 4   
0.00 = 34.18m AOD 



Sample section 5   
0.00 = 39.18m AOD 

Description: Pit F2009, modern Service Trenches F2013 and F2017, brick 
Wall M2005 and patio surface (M2015) were recorded. Pit F2009 contained 
residual Saxon and medieval (13th-14th century) pottery. 
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Feature Description Date/Finds



Barlow 2016

Extensive Urban Survey for Bedfordshire; 
Bedford Archaeological Assessment

East Anglia Sheet 52°N-00° 1:250,000 Series 
Quaternary Geology. 



Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Evaluation, 

Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England. 

Bedfordshire Archaeology Monograph

Soil Survey of England and Wales: Soils of South East England 
(sheet 4). 

Soil Survey of England and Wales: Legend for the 1:250,000 Soil 
Map of England and Wales 
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Methodology
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Table 1: Quantification of sherds by context 
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Conclusions and statement of potential 
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Scale 1:25,000
Fig. 1   Site location plan
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