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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project name Land at Old Hall Kennels, Green Lane, Mistley, Essex 

In December 2016 AS carried out archaeological trial trench evaluation and archaeological 
monitoring and recording at Old Hall Kennels, Green Lane, Mistley, Essex).  The evaluation and 
monitoring was carried out in compliance with a planning appeal condition attached to planning 
permission for external hard and soft landscaping, revision of previously approved storage 
building and swimming pool, addition of an equestrian arena and stables, tennis court and 
associated fencing and works to existing entrance. 
The site is within the area of a historic manorial site recorded at Domesday (EHER 3206), and 
16th century sale documents for the manor also record a chapel, while the early and late 18th

century saw substantial campaigns of work at the estate.  The main hall was demolished after 
1844 but the  existing buildings at the site are listed as 18th century. 
Only Trench 1 contained features.  The longest trench (3) and Trench 2 contained no 
archaeological features or finds.  The features in Trench 1 comprised pits of varying sizes, 
gullies and a ditch, and they contained post-medieval (17th – 18th century) CBM.
The archaeological monitoring and recording revealed no archaeological features or finds in the 
area of the manège.  A modern pit and a red brick wall foundation were recorded in the area of 
the new pool.  The fabric of the wall was consistent with a 17th or 18th century date and may 
relate to kitchen garden structures of the early 18th century, or one part of an outbuilding 
demolished prior to 1875. 
The CBM is of homogenous character with peg tile and wall brick associated with one another in 
almost all features.  Technological traits suggest it was manufactured in the 17th to 18th

centuries, but reduced to rubble by subsequent depositional and post-depositional processes 
(CBM Report Appendix 2).  This evidence, when considered with the documented history of the 
estate, suggests these materials originate either from 17th century buildings replaced during 
campaigns of work in the early 18th century, or from the demolition of 18th century structures built 
utilising the products of a brick kiln documented as present in the early 18th century.
Project dates (fieldwork) December 2016, March 2017 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work (Y/N/?) Monitoring of groundworks
P. number 6983 Site code MIOH16
Type of project Archaeological Evaluation & Monitoring and Recording
Site status Within the area of a historic manorial site (EHER 3206)
Current land use The grounds of Old Hall Kennels 
Planned development Swimming pool, equestrian arena, tennis court and landscaping 
Main features (+dates) Pits, gullies, ditch 
Significant finds (+dates) None 
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Essex Tendring Mistley
HER/ SMR for area Essex Historic Environment Record
Post code (if known)

Area of site  0.ha
NGR TM 1132 3136
Height AOD (min/max) c.23 m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Essex County Council 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Ms Rachel Andrew 
Full title Old Hall Kennels, Green Lane, Mistley, Essex.  An Archaeological 

Evaluation and Archaeological Monitoring and Recording

Authors Barlow, G. 
Report no. 5323
Date (of report) February 2017 
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SUMMARY 
�
In December 2016 AS carried out archaeological trial trench evaluation and 
archaeological monitoring and recording at Old Hall Kennels, Green Lane, Mistley, 
Essex).  The evaluation and monitoring was carried out in compliance with a 
planning appeal condition attached to planning permission for external hard and soft 
landscaping, revision of previously approved storage building and swimming pool, 
addition of an equestrian arena and stables, tennis court and associated fencing and 
works to existing entrance. 

The site is within the area of a historic manorial site recorded at Domesday (EHER 
3206), and 16th century sale documents for the manor also record a chapel, while the 
early and late 18th century saw substantial campaigns of work at the estate.  The 
main hall was demolished after 1844 but the  existing buildings at the site are listed 
as 18th century. 

Only Trench 1 contained features.  The longest trench (3) and Trench 2 contained no 
archaeological features or finds.  The features in Trench 1 comprised pits of varying 
sizes, gullies and a ditch, and they contained post-medieval (17th – 18th century) 
CBM.

The archaeological monitoring and recording revealed no archaeological features or 
finds in the area of the manège.  A modern pit and a red brick wall foundation were 
recorded in the area of the new pool.  The fabric of the wall was consistent with a 
17th or 18th century date and may relate to kitchen garden structures of the early 
18th century, or one part of an outbuilding demolished prior to 1875. 

The CBM is of homogenous character with peg tile and wall brick associated with 
one another in almost all features.  Technological traits suggest it was manufactured 
in the 17th to 18th centuries, but reduced to rubble by subsequent depositional and 
post-depositional processes (CBM Report Appendix 2).  This evidence, when 
considered with the documented history of the estate, suggests these materials 
originate either from 17th century buildings replaced during campaigns of work in the 
early 18th century, or from the demolition of 18th century structures built utilising the 
products of a brick kiln documented as present in the early 18th century. 
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Sample section 1A
0.00 =  25.31m AOD
:=::�C�:=,+>� �+:::� ��)��%!=� �$%�>�&��'�1��9�8��"(��%!����(&�"%����00��%�(�!�

7!%(�=�
:=,+�C�:=.->� �+::+� ��8��%!=��$%�>�>%&����(1��8��"(��%!����(&�"%���>�&�������

7!%(�=�
:=.->�K� �+:++� ������!=��$�%�8!��&��'�9�!!�"����(1��1��6�!=�
�
�
Sample section 1B
0.00 =  24.79m AOD
:=::�C�:=,,>� �+:::� ��)��%!=������8�6�=�
:=,,�C�:=E->� �+:+-� ��&�� ����(&=� � $�%�8!�� &��'� 8!��� 8!�0'� ��(&9� �%!�� "%���

�00��%�(�!��>�!!���8F���(&�&����(��=�
:=E-�F�:=;:>� �+::+� ��8��%!=������8�6�=�
:=;:>�K� �+:++� ������!=������8�6��

Description:  Trench 1 contained Gullies F1013 and F1022, Pits F1016, F1020 and 
F1024, Ditch F1018, and modern features.  All features were post-medieval or later. 
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Sample section 2A
0.00 =  23.73m AOD
:=::�C�:=+5>� �+::,� ��&�� ����(&=� � $�%�8!�� >%&� 1��9� 8��"(� �%!�� ��(&� "%���

7��?��(��8�%!&%(1���88!�=�
:=+5�C�:=+5>� �+::E� �����>=����9����7������>������%(1=�
:=+5�F�:=-.>� �+::/� ��&������(&=��$�%�8!��)�!��9�!!�"�1��9�0��������(&=�
:=-,�C�:=/->� �+::.�  ��%�&���%!=��$%�>�>%&�8!���8��"(���(&9��%!��"%���7!%(�=�
:=/->�K� �+::;� ������!=� � $�%�8!�� >���!�� )�!�� 8!��� 1��9� �(&� )�!�� 9�!!�"�

1��9���(&��(&��%!�9���(&�"%����00��%�(�!�7!%(�=�
�
�
Sample section 2B
0.00 =  23.00m AOD
:=::�C�:=+:>� �+::,� ��&������(&=������8�6�=�
:=+:�C�:=+:>� �+::E� �����>=������8�6�=�
:=+:�C�:=+,>� �+::5� ��&������(&=��$�%�8!��)�!��8��"(����(1��0��������(&=�
:=+,�C�:=-/>� �+::4�  ��%�&� ��%!=� � $%�>� &��'� 1��9� 8��"(� �%!�� ��(&� "%���

�00��%�(�!� >�&%�>� �(&� !��1�� ��8F���(&�&� �(&� ��8F
�(1�!���7!%(�=�

:=-/�C�:=E->� �+:+:� ��8��%!=��$%�>�>%&����(1��8��"(��%!����(&�"%����00��%�(�!�
>�&%�>��(&�!��1����8F���(&�&��(&���8F�(1�!���7!%(�=�

:=E->�K� �+::;� ������!=������8�6��

Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds.  Modern 
services were present. �
�
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Sample section 3A
0.00 =  22.08m AOD
:=::�C�:=-4>� �+:::� ��)��%!=������8�6�����(0��+=�
:=-4�C�:=E5>� �+::+� ��8��%!=������8�6�����(0��+=�
:=E5>�K� �+::-� ������!=�$%�>�>%&����(1��8��"(��%!��"%���)��0�����7�>%&�

9�!!�"�8��"(���(&9��%!���(&�0��������(&=�
�
�
Sample section 3B
0.00 =  21.91m AOD
:=::�C�:=+4>� �+:::� ��)��%!=������8�6�����(0��+=�
:=+4�C�:=,,>� �+::+� ��8��%!=������8�6�����(0��+=�
:=,,>�K� �+::-� ������!=������8�6��

Description:  Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds. �
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Sample Section 4A  
0.0 = 21.79m AOD�
:=::�C�:=-:>� �-:::� ��)��%!=��$%�>�&��'�1��9�8��"(��%!�9���(&�"%����00��%�(�!�7!%(��
:=-:�C�:=E+>� �-::+� ��8��%!=��$�%�8!��>%&�1��9�8��"(��%!��
:=E+>K� �-::-� ������!=��$�%�8!�����(1��1��6�!��(&��%!��
�
�
Sample Section 4B  
0.00 = 21.12m AOD�
:=::�C�:=-/� �-:::� ��)��%!=������8�6��
:=-/�C�:=,,>� �-::+� ��8��%!=������8�6��
:=,,>K� �-::-� ������!=������8�6��
�
�
Sample Section 4C  
0.00 = 20.95m AOD�
:=::�C�:=+;>� �-::E� ��>�!%�%�(�&�8�%��
:=+;�C�:=-.>� �-::/� ��(&�!�6�!!%(1�!�9���
:=-.�C�:=E.>� �-::.� ��F&�)��%��&���%!=��$%�>�>%&�1��9�8��"(��%!��
:=E.>K� �-::-� ������!=������8�6��

�
Sample Section 4D   
0.00 = 20.89m AOD�
:=::�C�:=+;>� �-::E� ��>�!%�%�(�&�8�%�=������8�6��
:=+;�C�:=E.>� �-::.� ��F&�)��%��&���%!=������8�6��
:=E.>K� �-::-� ������!=������8�6��

Description: The principal area monitored 15.12.16 was the ground reduction for the 
>�(L1�.  Though the natural gravel was exposed no archaeological features or finds 
were present. 
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Sample Section 5A  
0.0 = 24.67m AOD�
:=::�C�:=,,>� �-:::� ��)��%!=��$%�>�&��'�1��9�8��"(��%!�9���(&�"%����00��%�(�!�7!%(��
:=,,�C�:=,4>� �-::+� ��8��%!=��$�%�8!��>%&�1��9�8��"(��%!��
:=,4>K� �-::-� ������!=��$�%�8!�����(1��1��6�!��(&��%!��
�
Sample Section 5B  
0.00 = 24.58m AOD�
:=::�C�:=,/� �-:::� ��)��%!=������8�6��
=,/�C�:=/:>� �-::+� ��8��%!=������8�6��
:=/:>K� �-::-� ������!=������8�6��

Description: The principal area monitored (13.03.17) was the ground reduction for 
the pool.  Brick Wall M2011 and a modern pit, F2007, were revealed. 
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In December 2016 AS carried out archaeological trial trench evaluation 
and archaeological monitoring and recording at Old Hall Kennels, Green 
Lane, Mistley, Essex).  The evaluation and monitoring was carried out in 
compliance with a planning appeal condition attached to planning 
permission for external hard and soft landscaping, revision of previously 
approved storage building and swimming pool, addition of an equestrian 
arena and stables, tennis court and associated fencing and works to 
existing entrance. 
The site is within the area of a historic manorial site recorded at 
Domesday (EHER 3206), and 16th century sale documents for the manor 
also record a chapel, while the early and late 18th century saw substantial 
campaigns of work at the estate.  The main hall was demolished after 
1844 but the  existing buildings at the site are listed as 18th century. 
Only Trench 1 contained features.  The longest trench (3) and Trench 2 
contained no archaeological features or finds.  The features in Trench 1 
comprised pits of varying sizes, gullies and a ditch, and they contained 
post-medieval (17th – 18th century) CBM.  
The archaeological monitoring and recording revealed no archaeological 
features or finds in the area of the manège.  A modern pit and a red brick 
wall foundation were recorded in the area of the new pool.  The fabric of 
the wall was consistent with a 17th or 18th century date and may relate to 
kitchen garden structures of the early 18th century, or one part of an 
outbuilding demolished prior to 1875. 
The CBM is of homogenous character with peg tile and wall brick 
associated with one another in almost all features.  Technological traits 
suggest it was manufactured in the 17th to 18th centuries, but reduced to 
rubble by subsequent depositional and post-depositional processes (CBM 
Report Appendix 2).  This evidence, when considered with the 
documented history of the estate, suggests these materials originate 
either from 17th century buildings replaced during campaigns of work in 
the early 18th century, or from the demolition of 18th century structures 
built utilising the products of a brick kiln documented as present in the 
early 18th century.
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Fig. 6 OS map, 1875
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Fig. 7 OS map, 1897
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Fig. 8 OS map, 1923
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Fig. 9 OS map, 1958
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