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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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(�";�6��&��#� !�
(�";�6���#'�� The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, Hertfordshire 

In November 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation at The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 06267 
16271). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning permission for the residential conversion of the existing Grade II 
listed Sun Inn and the construction of three dwellings to the rear with carport, parking 
and driveway. 

The Sun Inn lies on the eastern side of the High Street in the historic core of 
Markyate. The building is Grade II listed having its origins as a 16th century open 
hall. The site had a potential for Roman remains as it is located on the eastern side 
of the former Roman road which follows the course of the High Street. It also had a 
potential for medieval and post-medieval remains due to its location within the 
historic core of Markyate. 

The evaluation revealed a post-medieval (17th – 18th century) pit which contained 
residual medieval (13th – 15th century) pottery sherds. �

���1�+��/,����<5��3/��� =� 03/11/2016
���2�������� �<>?�?@=� Y A��������� �<>?�?@=� N
�6���-����� 5945 .����+�/�� AS 1852 
�7&���5�&��1�+�� An Archaeological Evaluation 
.������,���� Grade II listed building 
��������3,�/����� Former public house with rear car park and garden 
�3,���/�/�2�3�&-���� Residential conversion and construction of three new 

dwellings
4,���5�,������<B/,���=� Post medieval pit 
.����5�+,���5��/��<B/,���=� Residual medieval (13th – 15th ) pottery 
(�";�6�� "6#��"��
�����7?�*�����+�?��,����� Hertfordshire Dacorum Markyate 
���?�.4��5���,��,� Hertfordshire HER 
�����+�/��<�5� ����=� AL3 8JG 
���,��5������ c.1200m2

���� TL 06267 16271 
��������	*�<-��?-,C=� 123/124m 
(�";�6��6��#�"�!�
D���5������/��7� HCC HEU 
���1�+����&��2����?��<�	=� Zbigniew Pozorski 
A��/�/��7� Cairnpark Properties (The Vale) Limited  
A�33����3�� The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, Hertfordshire: 

An Archaeological Evaluation�
�������� Pozorski, Z. 
��&������6� 5249
*,���<�5���&���=� November 2016 
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SUMMARY 

In November 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation at The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 06267 16271). The evaluation was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning permission for the 
residential conversion of the existing Grade II listed Sun Inn and the 
construction of three dwellings to the rear with carport, parking and driveway. 

The Sun Inn lies on the eastern side of the High Street in the historic core of 
Markyate. The building is Grade II listed having its origins as a 16th century 
open hall. The site had a potential for Roman remains as it is located on the 
eastern side of the former Roman road which follows the course of the High 
Street. It also had a potential for medieval and post-medieval remains due to 
its location within the historic core of Markyate. 

The evaluation revealed a post-medieval (17th – 18th century) pit which 
contained residual medieval (13th – 15th century) pottery sherds. �
�
�
�� ������������
�
%6%� ��� ��2�-���� #!%"� ��+�,��3���+,3� .�3������� <�.=� +,����/� ���� ,��
,�+�,��3���+,3� �2,3�,����� ,�� ���� .��� ���8� %!%� ����� .�����8� 4,� 7,��8�
����5��/������ <���� �
� !"#"$� %"#$%E� A���6� %� F� #=6 ���� �2,3�,����� �,��
��/���, ��� ��� +�-&3�,�+�� ����� ,� &3,������ +��/������ ,��,+��/� ��� &3,������
&��-�������5�����������/����,3�+��2��������5������C���������,/�����3����/�.�������
,�/� ����+������+������5� ������/��33����� ��� ���� ��,�������+,�&���8�&,� ����,�/�
/��2��,7� <*,+���-��3,��������56�(?!!%!)?%(?A�
=6������2,3�,����� 5�33���/�
&����,--���5� �������+� ���3/���� ��+��/���?-���������� �5� ����.��� ���� ���3/����
<��33����#!%"=6�������+���������&������3,�����������,�+�,��3���+,3��2,3�,������5�
����&��&���/������������&3������376�
�
%6#� ���� �2,3�,����� �,�� ��/���, ��� ��� ,++��/,�+�� ��� ,/2�+�� 5��-�
����5��/������ �����7� ����+�3� �������+� ��2����-���� �/2����7� ��,-� <����
����=�,�/�,����������+��-���5� ��2�����,����� <�&�+�5�+,����=�&��&,��/��7��.�
</,��/�#%?!;?#!%"=�,�/�,&&��2�/��7��������6�����&��1�+��+��5��-�/��������
��,�����/� ���������� 5�����+�,��3������� <��5�=�Code of Conduct ,�/ Standard 
and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation <#!%(=8�,�/� ����/�+�-����
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England�<�����7�#!!;=6�
�
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%6;� �����2,3�,�����,�-�/����/����-��������3�+,����8��C����8�/,��8�+�,�,+���8�
+��/�����8� �����5�+,�+�� ,�/� 9�,3��7� �5� ,�7� ���2�2���� ,�+�,��3���+,3� ��-,����
3�,�3�� ��� ��� ����,����/� �7� ���� &��&���/� /�2�3�&-���6� ��� &,���+�3,�8� ��� �,��
�-&���,��� ��� ���,�3���� ���� &�����+�� ��� ,����+�� �5� ,�7� -�/��2,3� ��� &���G
-�/��2,3�,+��2��7�&������������������6�����,��,3����-&���,��������/����,�/�����
3�2�3� �5� ,�7� &��2����� ����+,����� ��� ���� ����� ,�/�,3��� ��� ,�+���,����������� ���
���3/� ��� &�����3�� ��� -����,��� ���� /�2�3�&-���� &��&��,3�� ��� ,++�--�/,���
,�7� ���2�2���� ,�+�,��3���+,3� ��-,���� ������� ���� ,��,� �5� &��&���/�
��/�2�3�&-���6�
�
Planning policy context 
�
%6(� ���� �,����,3� �3,������ ��3�+7� A�,-���� � <���A� #!%#=� ��,���� ��,��
������&,�����5������������+���2����-������,���,2�������5�+,�+����+,�����5�������
�������+8� ,�+�,��3���+,38� ,�+����+���,3� ��� ,������+� ��������� ,��� �����,��� ,�����6�
�������A�,�-�����/�3�2�������,��,�3��/�2�3�&-�����7������������,��&�3�+����
,�/� /�+������� ��,�� +��+���� ���� �������+� ��2����-���� ��+������� ��,�� �����,���
,������ ,��� ,� ���G�����,�3�� ������+�8� �, �� ,++����� �5� ���� ��/��� ��+�,38�
+�3���,38� �+���-�+� ,�/���2����-���,3� ����5���� �5� �����,��� +�����2,����8� ,�/�
��+���������,�� ����33�����37�-,�,��/�+�,����-,7���-���-��������+���,�7� �5�
�����,���,������,��� ������-,���,���/� 5��� ���� 3���� ���-6� ��������A���9������
,&&3�+,������ ��� /��+����� ���� �����5�+,�+�� �5� ,�7� �����,��� ,����8� ��+3�/���� ����
�������� ��,��-,7����,55�+��/� ���&��&������� ��� ����,����H�� �-&���,�+��,�/� ����
&������,3��-&,+���5�����&��&��,36���
�
%6'� ���� ���A� ,�-�� ��� +�����2�� ���3,�/H�� �����,��� ,������ ��� ,� -,�����
,&&��&��,�����������������5�+,�+�8�����������,���,3��,�-����/�����,��/������,���
,������ <�6�6� 3����/� ���3/����8� �+��/�3�/� -���-����=� ��37� &��-����/� ���
�C+�&����,3� +��+�-��,�+��� ����� ���� &��3�+� ����5��� �5� ,� &��&��,3� ����������
���� +�����2,����� �5� ���� ,����6� � ���� �55�+�� �5� &��&��,3�� ��� ���G/�����,��/�
�����,���,������-��������,3,�+�/�,�,����������+,3���5�3����,�/������5�+,�+���5�
���� ,����8� ���� ���G/�����,��/� �����,��� ,������ �5� /�-�����,�37� �9��2,3����
�����5�+,�+��-,7����+����/���/����1�+����������,-��&�3�+����,����������,��,���
/�����,��/6���������A���,������,���&&��������������+,&������2�/��+��5��-�����
�������+� ��2����-���8� ��� ��+��/� ,�/� ,/2,�+�� ���� ��/����,�/���� �5� �����,���
,������ ,�/� ���-, �� ����� &��3�+37� ,2,�3,�3�� ��� ,� ��9����-���� �5� /�2�3�&-����
-,�,��-���6��������&&�������7�����3/�����, ������,�-,�����&��&������,������
���������5�+,�+���5�,������,���,�����,�/�����-&,+���5�����&��&��,38�&,���+�3,�37�
������,������,���,��������������3���6�
�
�
*� ������(�����������������
�
#6%� ����2�33,����5�4,� 7,���3�����������+����7��5�����5��/�������������5������
�5� ���� ���3����� ��33�8� +3���� ��� ���� ���/��� ����� ����� D�/5��/������ ,�/�
D�+ ����,-�����6� ����� .������ �C���/�� �����G����� ?� �����G�,��� ,3���� ����
+�������5�����5��-�����-,��I,�3����.�����6�
�
#6#� ����.��� ���� 3���� ��� ���� �����G�,��� ��/�� �5������.�����6� ��� �����,/�� ���
3����/8� /��+����/� ,�� ,� 5��-��� �&��� �,33� ����� +����G����� ��� ���� ������ ,�/�
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2,������ ������ ,3���,������ ,�/� 3����������� ����4,� 7,���������2,��������,� ,��
�/����5��/��7�*,+���-�D�����������+�36� ��� ��� ���������7�� 5����������� ��������
.�����8������,�3,����+,���,���,7���2����,++�������,���,��&3����5�3,�/�����������
&��&���/�������/��33����,���������3�+,��/6�
�
�
)� ��(�
��(����
��	�
���������	��
�
;6%� ����������������,��/����,�3,�/�����37�����������,�/�����������,����������
%#;� ,�/� %#(-� �	*6� ����4,� 7,��� ,��,� ��� +�,�,+������/� �7� ,�� ��/��37����
���3��7��5�+�,3 �-,��37��5�������37��33���/�3,����,3 �A��-,�����,�/���������
��,3 �A��-,����8����+���,����2�����������,��,���,+��2��/���G3,�/���2����-����
<D������� ���3���+,3� .��2�7� %)$0=6� � ���� ���3� ��� �����,337� 5����3�8� +�-&�������
&3,��,��/��5��,�/�+3,7������ 53������5� ����D,�+�-�������+�,����8�,3��������-,33�
,��,���5���33G/�,���/����-���%�����+�,��������3��,3��� �-&����� ����� ����,��,�
<.��3�.��2�7��5����3,�/�,�/�I,3���%)0;=6�
�
�
.� �������	�
���	��������������	�����
�����
�
(6%� ����.��� �����,�� ���1�+�� ��� ,�/��,�3�/��������+� ���3/����,&&�,��,3� ,�/�
,�+�,��3���+,3�/�� G�,��/�,�����-����<��������#!%;=6������--,�7�

The building appraisal confirmed the listing description and allowed the 
phasing and development of the structure to be defined. The northern cross-
wing may have been part of the original open hall, much modified and 
extended to the rear. Some confusion is evident as to the origin of the Sun 
Inn, as another older hostelry of the same name has been identified with a 
nearby property on the opposite side of the High Street. The evidence does 
suggest that the building was configured as an inn in the 17th century with 
carriageway and rear courtyard, which latterly housed various outbuildings 
including a smithy. Extensive modifications took place in 1967, with a large 
section removed below roof level to widen the access through the 
carriageway. Little impact is proposed to the historic fabric, with mainly 
modern plasterboard partitions from the 1960s to be removed. A 20th century 
outhouse on the rear range to be removed has no historic importance. 

The site does retain a potential for buried archaeological remains of medieval 
and post-medieval date. Little evidence has so far been found of occupation of 
the core of Markyate until the late medieval period, with the few 16th and 17th

century extant buildings suggesting the expansion of this earlier settlement. 
The ‘back-yard’ nature of the rear of the plot suggests a potential for typical 
back plot remains such as rubbish pits, property boundaries and industrial 
features of this period, and traces of foundations of former outbuildings shown 
on historic cartographic sources may be present in this area. The line of the 
former Roman road shadowing the High Street does also have a potential for 
roadside remains of this period to be present. 

(6#� ���� �������+� ���3/���� -���������� ,�/� ��+��/���� ,�� ���� .��� ���� �,��
+,����/������7��.����	+������#!%"�<��33����#!%"=6������--,�7��
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�
The 2016 phase of work saw the monitoring of approved alterations which 
were limited to the removal of modern plasterboard partitions installed in the 
1960s and the removal of a 20th century unit to the rear. This allowed some 
additional information to be recorded, but revealed no additional evidence for 
the evolution of the building and the reversal of 20th century alterations has 
reinstated the earlier proportions of some areas.�

�
/� �������	�
��
�
'6%� 	�������+���,���C+,2,��/�������,�-�+�,��+,3�;"!J���,+ �/��C+,2,����
5����/������,������3����/��+�������+ ���<A��6�#=6���������+���,��&��&���/�������
3�+,��/�������� ����5���&������5� ��������,+���5�����/��33����� ��� ������,��&,����5�
���� ����E� ����2��8� ����� ���� ���,3� ����+����� �,�� +,����/� ���� ���� 5���/,�����
����+���� 5��� ���� ���� ����+������ �,/� ����� �C+,2,��/� ,�/� ����� �&��6� ����
�2,3�,����� ����+���,�� ��3�+,��/� ��� ���� �--�/�,��������G�,���,/1,+���� ��� ����
3���� �5� ���� ���� ������ &3���6� ��� ,//������ ���� �&��� 5���/,����� ����+���������
���&�+��/�5���,�+�,��3���+,3�5�,������,�/�5��/��,�/���+��/�/6�
�
'6#� ��&���3�,�/���/�55������,��/��2�����/��������-�+�,��+,337��C+,2,��/�
��/��� +3���� ,�+�,��3���+,3� ��&��2�����6� �C&���/� ���5,+�������� +3�,��/� �7�
�,�/�,�/��C,-���/�5���,�+�,��3���+,3�5�,�����6�*�&�������������+��/�/�������
pro forma���+��/����������8�/�,�������+,3�8�,�/�&������,&��/�,��,&&��&��,��6�
�C+,2,��/��&��3��,����,�+��/�5���5��/��,�/���������+����������+,���/��7�,�
-��,3�/���+���6��
�
�
�� ������(�����������	���
�
����61��� <A���6�;�G�(8�*��#G;=�
�
Sample section 1A (DP 5): south-west end, south-east facing 
0.00 = 123.68m AOD�
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Sample section 1B (DP 6): north-east end, north-west facing  
0.00 = 123.09m AOD�
!6!!�K�!6(%-� 
%!!"� 4�/���� -,/�� �����/6� 4�/� ���78� 3����8� ��3�7� �,�/� �����
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!60(-�B� 
%!!'� �,���,3���,2�36����,��2�6�
�
Description: Trench 1 contained post-medieval (17th – 18th century) Pit 
F1010.  It contained residual sherds medieval (13th - 15th century) pottery. 
�
���� A%!%!� �,�� ��+�,���3,�� ��� &3,�� <(6#!B� C� %6%!� C� !6;0-E� *�� (=6� ��� �,/�
-�/��,��37� �3�&���� ��/��� ,�/� ,� +��+,2�� �,��6� ���� 5�338� 
%!%%8� �,�� ,� /,� �
������������78� 5��,�3�8��,�/7���3������� 5��9������������,�/� 53����6� ���+���,���/�
����/�,3�����/��-�/��2,3� <%;��� G�%'���+�����7=�&�����7�,�/� 5�,�-������5�&���G
-�/��2,3�<%$���K�%0���+�����7=��D48���+3�/����,����+ 6��
�
�
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�
Sample section 2 (DP 9): north-east trench, south-west facing 
0.00 = 123.10m AOD�
!6!!�K�!60"-� 
%!!"� 4�/����-,/�������/6����,��2�8�����+��%6�
!60"-�B� 
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�
�
Sample section 3 (DP 10): central trench, north-east facing 
0.00 = 123.30m AOD�
!6!!�K�!6;$-� 
%!!"� 4�/����-,/�������/6����,��2�8�����+��%6�
!6;$-�B� 
%!!'� �,���,3���,2�36����,��2�8�����+��%6�
�
�
Sample section 4 (DP 5): car port trench, south-west facing 
0.00 = 123.70m AOD�
!6!!�K�!6%)-� 
%!%#� 4�/����-,/�������/6�*,��������������78� 3����8� �,�/7�

��3��������D4�5�,�-����6�
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%!%(� 4,/�������/6�I����8� 3����8�+�,3 �������������,�/��D4�

5�,�-����6�
�
Description: No archaeological features or finds were present. 
�
�
+� ����������������
�
�
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D����������3���+,3�.��2�7�<D�.=8�%)$08�Legend for the 1:625,000 Geological 
map of the United Kingdom (solid geology); London.�4,��5��3/�
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��33���8� �68� #!%"8� The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, Hertfordshire: 
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68� #!%;8 The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, Hertfordshire. 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment Historic Building Appraisal and 
Impact Assessment. 
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��33���8��68�#!%"8�The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, Hertfordshire: 
historic building monitoring and recording. �.� ��&��3����/� ��&���� ���
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68� #!%;8 The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, Markyate, 
Hertfordshire. Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment Historic Building 
Appraisal and Impact Assessment. 
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In November 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation at The Sun Inn, 101 High Street, 
Markyate, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 06267 16271). The evaluation 
was commissioned by the Tabacon Group and was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the residential conversion of the existing Grade II 
listed Sun Inn and the construction of three dwellings to the rear 
with carport, parking and driveway. 

The evaluation revealed a post-medieval (17th – 18th century) pit 
which contained residual medieval (13th – 15th century) pottery 
sherds. �
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